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I am happy to learn that this issue of the Carmelasandesam is focusing on the theme,
‘Formation to the Priesthood’. A priest is not defined primarily by what he does, but by
who he is. The Letter to the Hebrews says that Jesus Christ is our “great high priest”
(Heb 4:14) and who is the inspiration and source of energy for everyone who wishes to
become a priest. Church teaches us that “the priest is aliving and transparent image of
Christ the priest” (“Pastores Dabo Vobis,” No. 12).

The key foundations for priestly formation include human, spiritual, intellectual, so-
cial and pastoral formation. The purpose of Human Formation is to assist the candi-
date to become an integral person with affective maturity. It is very important to form
and edify the trainees into sufficient emotional maturity so that they can effectively
exercise their social and pastoral ministries in the Church. It seeks to prepare them to
be bridges for, not obstacles to, the spread of the Gospel. Understanding the intellec-
tual capacity of a candidate and training him to stand up with the fast changing world
is a herculean task, and for that we must gain the pace and briskness in competing
with the outside world. However, most essentially the spiritual formation of each can-
didate must help him to grow in personal relationship with Jesus. He must be empow-
ered and trained to earn a consistency in his relationship with his Divine Master. In
this relationship, they encounter the overwhelming love of God in their lives and share
in His merciful compassion to the world.

The perfect model in priestly formation is Blessed Mother Mary. Pope John Paul Il
says, “Every aspect of priestly formation can be referred to Mary, the human being
who has responded better than any other to God'’s call. Mary became both the servant
and the disciple of the Word to the point of conceiving, in her heart and in her flesh,
the Word made man, so as to give him to mankind.” (Pastores Dabo Vobis, No. 82). Let
the feast of the Nativity of our Blessed Mother on 8t September urge us to become
priests after the Heart of Jesus, like our Blessed Mother. Let us also specially pray for
the candidates who commence their canonical novitiate in our Congregation on the
same day. God Bless You!

Fr. Thomas Chathamparampil CMI

Prior General




Editorial

ABIGSALUTE

| remember an incident that happened thirty one years ago. It was the summer of
1990. After the philosophy course | have been attending the Gujarati language course
of two months before proceeding for the degree studies at Ahmedabad. Since we had
taken the option for the Gujarat mission from the novitiate we had to learn the basics
of Gujarati language during the language course organised by the Rajkot diocese. We
were staying in the Bishop’s house at Rajkot and attending the classes at the pastoral
centre. One day during the morning meditation | thought of doing it sitting outside the
chapel. The reception area was nearby and | sat on one of the chairs there. There was
a teapoy in front and | felt it good if | could extend my legs on that while meditating!
While | was sitting like that Bishopji came that way, but | continued to sit in the same
position. He stopped there. Seeing his angry face | expected a shout. But he asked only
one question, “Where did you study? Is this how you all are taught in seminary?”

The formation we receive in the seminary is expected to be life —~changing. If our
actions deceive it, people have a right to question the formation we receive there.
Root causes of some of the undisciplined ways of the priests in later stage can be
traced to the wrong practices one has learnt during the years of training and the lack
of corrections he received then. Seminary formation has been one of the legacies we
have earned from our holy founders as they were Malpans. From the beginning of the
monastery at Mannanam they started the seminary too along with it since they under-
stood that it was their sacred duty towards the Mother Church.

The main theme of this issue of Carmelasandesam is Formation. Fr. Thomas Mampra,
Fr. Josey Thamarassery, Fr. Davis Varayilan, Fr. Paulachen Kochappilly and Fr. Jacob
Marangattu examine the different aspects of it in detail in their articles. They are
worth reading.

Let us gratefully remember all our dear rectors and the teachers of seminaries who
formed our religious priestly life during our seminary life. As the Teachers Day is cel-
ebrated on 5t September, let us take a few minutes and wish our dear teachers of
our seminaries too who were our role models. May our dear Heavenly Mother Mary
whose birthday we celebrate on 8t September continue to bless us.

Fr. Martin Mallath CMI
General Councillor for Education and Media




Message from
Pope "

Dear brothers and sisters, Buongiorno and happy feast day!

In today’s Gospel, the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary into
Heaven, the Magnificat resounds in the liturgy. This hymn of praise is like a “photo-
graph” of the Mother of God. Mary “rejoices in God because he has looked on the hu-
mility of his handmaid” (cf Lk 1:47-48).

Mary'’s secret is humility. It is her humility that attracted God’s gaze to her. The hu-
man eye always looks for grandeur and allows itself to be dazzled by what is flashy.
Instead, God does not look at the appearance. God looks at the heart (cf 1 Sam 16:7)
and is enchanted by humility. Humility of heart enchants God. Today, looking at Mary
assumed into heaven, we can say that humility is the way that leads to Heaven. The
word “humility” comes from the Latin word humus, which means “earth”. It is paradox-
ical: to arrive on high, into Heaven, what is needed is to stay low, like the earth! Jesus
teaches this: “he who humbles himself will be exalted” (Lk 14:11). God does not exalt
us because of our gifts, because of our wealth or because of our skills, but because
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of humility. God loves humility. God lifts up those who humble themselves; he lifts up
those who serve. Mary, in fact, attributes no other “title” except servant to herself: she
is, “the handmaid of the Lord” (Lk 1:38). She says nothing else about herself, she seeks
nothing else for herself.

Today, then, let us ask ourselves, each one of us in our heart: how am | doing with hu-
mility? Do | seek to be recognized by others, to affirm myself and to be praised, or do
| think rather about serving? Do | know how to listen, like Mary, or do | want only to
speak and receive attention? Do | know how to keep silence, like Mary, or am | always
chattering? Do | know how to take a step back, defuse quarrels and arguments, or do
| always want to stand out? Let us think about these questions: how am | doing with
humility?

In her littleness, Mary wins Heaven first. The secret of her success is precisely that she
recognizes her lowliness, that she recognizes her need. With God, only those who rec-
ognize themselves as nothing can receive the all. Only those who empty themselves
can be filled by him. And Mary is the “full of grace” (v. 28) precisely because of her
humility. For us too, humility is always the point of departure, the beginning of our
having faith. It is fundamental to be poor in spirit, that is, in need of God. Those who
are filled with themselves have no space for God — and we are often full of ourselves
— but those who remain humble allow the Lord to accomplish great things (cf v. 49).

The poet Dante calls the Virgin Mary, “humbler and loftier than any creature” (Para-
dise, XXXIII, 2). It is beautiful to think that the humblest and loftiest creature in histo-
ry, the first to win heaven with her entire being, in soul and body, lived out her life for
the most part within the domestic walls, in the ordinary, in humility. The days of the
Full of Grace were not all that striking. They followed one another, often exactly the
same, in silence: externally, nothing extraordinary. But God’s gaze was always upon
her, admiring her humility, her availability, the beauty of her heart never stained by sin.

Itis a huge message of hope for each of us, for you whose days are always the same, tir-
ing and often difficult. Mary reminds you today that God calls you too to this glorious
destiny. These are not beautiful words: it is the truth. It is not a well-crafted, beautiful
ending, a pious illusion or a false consolation. No, it is pure reality, living and true as
Our Lady assumed into Heaven. Let us celebrate her today with the love of children,
let us celebrate her joyfully but humbly, enlivened by the hope of one day being with
her in Heaven!

And let us pray to her now that she may accompany us on our journey that leads from
Earth to Heaven. May she remind us that the secret to the journey is contained in the
word humility. Let us not forget this word, and that lowliness and service are the se-
crets for obtaining the goal, of reaching heaven. B
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Fr. Thomas Mampra

We do not have much sure knowledge
about the existence and stages of growth
of seminaries in the early Syro Malabar
Church. One presumes that St. Thomas
had selected a few members of probi-
ty endowed with prudence, piety and
knowledge, from the communities he had
established in Kerala and empowered
them to perform the sacraments. He
would have established a few bishops
who would be the spiritual leaders of
groups of Christian communities and
who would have authority to ordain
priests and consecrate bishops. For some
reason or other the St. Thomas Chris-
tians of Malabar established ties with the
strong and theologically well-established
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Syrian Church which was established
by Mar Addai and Mari, disciples of St.
Thomas. And from the fifth century AD
the Malabar Church used to receive bish-
ops from the Persian Church who would
rule over the Malabar Church through an
Archdeacon who was traditionally elect-
ed from the same family as hereditary.
We do not have documentary evidence
on how exactly priests were prepared for
their life and ministry during that period.

From the beginning of the 18th century
the Malabar Church began to be ruled by
mainly Italian Carmelites. They started a
seminary and later it was transferred to
Varapuzha. The seminary was open also
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for young candidates from Syrian families
and there was also a Syrian Malpan(Pro-
fessor) there to teach them though many
did not go there from Syrian families.
There were what is called Malpanates
attached to important parishes where
learned and revered gurus called Mal-
pans were in charge of the candidates
similar to the Hindu custom of ‘Guruku-
la'(staying with the teacher and other
students and learning). The seminary at
Varapuzha was shifted to Puthenpally on
15th August 1866, and later to Mangal-
apuzha nearAluvain 1934.

Thachil family of Kuthiathode moved to
the south and Malpan Abraham Thachil,
brother of the famousThachil Mathew
Tharakan established a Malpanate at
Pallipuram, during the invasion of Kochi
and Travancore by Tippu Sultan. Thomas
Palackal studied at this Malpanate and
was ordained priest in 1807. Later when
Abraham Malpan returned to Kuthiath-
ode Fr. Thomas Palackal became Mal-
pan at Pallipuram in 1816/17. Thomas
Palackal was one of the founders of the
CMI Congregation. Thomas Porukara of
Champakulam parish was trained in the
Latin seminary of Varapuzha and was
ordained in 1823. Porukara’s life as a
priest was inspired with zeal for the peo-
ple and was well known among the peo-
ple. Kuriakose Chavara, the youngest of
the founders was the beloved disciple of
Malpan Palackal and was considered the
heir apparent of the Malpan. He was or-
dained as priest on 29t November 1829.
All three of them were filled with zeal for

the people of God and agreed upon start-
ing acommunity of priests by living an ex-
emplary Christian life and preaching the
Word of God in parishes. His Excellency
Bishop Maurelius Stabilini of Varapuzha
gave them permission to live such a life.

SEMIINARY A4 MANNANAM

Mannanam hill near Kottayam was se-
lected for their monastery. There the
mother house of the community was
built in 1831 and there also the first sem-
inary was started in 1833 with Fr. Thom-
as Palackal himself as the Malpan. After
the demise of Malpan Thomas Palackal
the candidates to priesthood at Pallipu-
ram were brought to Mannanam Semi-
nary. In 1844 both Fr. Thomas Porukara
and Fr. Kuriakose Chavara were officially
made Malpans by Bishop Francis Xavier
Pescheto. In 1846 Malpan Thomas Po-
rukara died and Fr. Kuriakose Chavara
continued as Malpan at Mannanam Sem-
inary. Candidates to diocesan priesthood
and religious priesthood were instructed
together but living separately from
1838. Mannanam seminary continued
till 1894 when it was finally suppressed.
The question may be asked if Mannanam
Seminary was any different from a large
Malpanate. We do not have any details to
give adefinitive answer. Though seminar-
ies were started at Vazhakulam(1866),
Elthuruth(1868) and Pulincunnoo(1872)
suppressing all the Malpanates in the
wake of Roccos Schism (1861-62), they
too were gradually suppressed to bring
the candidates to diocesan priesthood
under one roof at the newly started
seminary at Puthenpally on 15th August
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1866 for both Latin and Syrian students
for priesthood. That seminary was trans-
ferred to Mangalapuzha, Aluva in 1934.

Clerical students of the Congregation
continued their studies at Mannanam
seminary till 1858. Then Vicar Apostolic
Bernardine Baccinelli ordered that the
novitiate and the seminary of the Con-
gregation be at Koonammavu in the new
building which he had built originally for
a Latin religious community similar to the
Syrian religious community at Mannan-
am. But the project had to be abandoned
since all the candidates left the house be-
fore long. Fr. Philip was in charge. But in
1863 the young Fr. Leopold Beccaro was
put in charge of the novices and clerical
students. Later as the number of novices
and the clerical students increased they
lived separately though under the same
master.

In 1888 after the separation of the Syr-
ians from the Latins St. Teresa’s Monas-
tery, Ampazhakad near Mala was select-
ed as the novitiate house and novices and
clerical students were transferred from
Koonammavu to Ampazhakad. In 1890
Bishop Charles Lavigne of Kottayam sug-
gested that the clerical students need-
ed better philosophical and theological
training and hence they may be sent to
the interdiocesan seminary at Manga-
lore run by the Jesuit fathers. He got per-
mission of the Jesuit Fr General for the
same. The clerical students were sent to
Mangalore in 1891. In the beginning the
students were accommodated in the Jes-
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uit house but later they were transferred
to the Carmelite study house where from
they used to go and attend class at the
seminary run by the Jesuits.

Chethipuzha Scholasticate

Some students found it very difficult to
cope with the weather conditions in Man-
galore. The living expenses in Mangalore
were rather high. Therefore a seminary
was started attached to the monastery
at Mutholy in 1914. Sacred Heart Scho-
lasticate was established at Chethipuzha,
Chaganacherry attached to the Sacred
Heart Monastery there in 1918. Gradu-
ally it became the common major study
house of the Congregation with a similar
training programme to that of Mangalore
seminary. It continued to function until
it was transferred to Bangalore on 20t
May, 1957. Fr. Placid Podipara was the
first one to be sent to Rome for higher
studies for teaching in the study house.
He later played a crucial role in getting
permission from the Vatican to start
Dharmaram College in Bangalore, which
was then outside the proper territory of
the Syro-Malabar Church.

Carmel Vidya Bhavan, Pune

At the invitation of Fr. Ladkowski S.J the
Jesuit Superior General five seminarians
with Fr. Eugene Manjooran as superior
and Fr. Alfred Vadakekudy as spiritual
director, were sent to Pune in 1943 and
they attended classes in De Nobili Col-
lege, Pune with the Jesuit Scholastics
while staying at the house of Mr. A.D.
Coelho. When De Nobili College was
taken over by the military in 1944 and
the college was shifted to Kandy, the



members of the congregation also went
to Kandy and stayed in the Papal semi-
nary there. As the Jesuit scholastics re-
turned to Pune in 1948 and as De Nobili
College started functioning there our
scholastics also returned to Pune. As the
plot of land we had purchased in Pune
was pretty far from the De Nobili College
campus it was sold and De Nobili College
generously sold five acres of land to us.
The CMI study house in Mangalore was
shifted to there and our students from
Mangalore, together with Fr. Eugene and
Fr. Alfred Vadekekudy, and the house
were blessed on 14th May 1951. Later
additional rooms were built so that more
students could be accommodated there.
At present only theology students are
sent to Pune. They live at Carmel Vidya
Bhavan and attend classes at JDV.

With the advent of Kalyan diocese for
the Syro -Malabarians our chapel was
raised to Carmel Parish with Fr. Rec-
tor as the Vicar. A separate Church and
Parish hall was built during the time
of Rev. Fr. James Aerthayil CMI in the
place donated by Carmel Vidya Bhavan.
As Pune developed into an important IT
hub and as mostly young Keralite fam-
ilies reached Pune, the need for a Uni-
versity college was strongly felt. While
Fr. Thomas Mampra CMI was Rector,
Christ College Pune was established in
August 2007 affiliated to the University
of Puneinour campus. Atthe beginning of
the Rectorship of Fr. Mathew Kaniampar-
ampil CMI, foundation stones were laid
by Mar Thomas Elavanal MCBS Bishop
of Kalyan diocese for the new Carmel
Vidya Bhavan and Christ College build-

ingin June 2008. Fr. Cyriac Madathil CMI
was the director of the college. After two
years Fr. Sony Chundat was appointed
first principal of the College. The College
developed fast into one of the best Col-
leges of Pune University.

Dharmaram College Bangalore, 1953

As India became a sovereign republic in
1950, and the flow of foreign missionar-
ies to India was getting slower, it was be-
coming clear that the CMI congregation
would be required to take greater re-
sponsibilities in the missionary field. The
authorities felt the need of formationina
wider context. So they bought five acres
of land in Kottagiriin 1952 for an eventu-
al study house there. In the General chap-
ter of 1953 Fr. Maurus Valiaparampil was
elected Prior General and a committee
was appointed with Fr. Jonas Thaliath
as convener to choose the location for
a new study house. The committee vis-
ited several places for the study house
including Kottagiri and Bangalore and
finally selected Bangalore for the future
study house. When permission was re-
quested to Archbishop Thomas Pothaca-
mury of Bangalore, he denied it because
Bangalore was then outside the proper
territory of the Syro- Malabar Church.
Finally through the good offices of Fr.
Placid Podipara CMI and the interven-
tion of Eugene Cardinal Tisserant, Pope
Pius Xl instructed Cardinal Firreesoni
Biondi, Prefect of the Propaganda Fide
Congregation to send a telegram asking
Archbishop Pothacamurey to be more
indulgent towards the Syrian Carmelites:

Thus the Archbishop welcomed us to
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Bangalore. By the end of May 1957, a
total of 87 students and their professors
with Rev. Fr. Chrysostom Ponnampuray-
idam as Rector and Fr. Canisius Thek-
kekara as spiritual director reached the
new seminary called Dharmaram Col-
lege, Bangalore and the new academic
year started on 11th June 1957.

From the beginning Dharmaram had em-
inent professors who had degrees from
Gregorian University, Biblicum, Universi-
ties of Leuven in Belgium, Oxford, Cam-
bridge etc. It developed into a Pontifical
Athenaeum, with faculties of Philosophy
and Theology. Later a Center for studies
in Cannon Law and Spirituality, Center
for Post Graduate students and a Center
where brothers from other religious
Congregations and Dioceses could stay
and study at Dharmara Vidya Kshetram
were established. There is also a Center
called ‘Adhyayana’ where sisters can stay
and do their studies at DVK. Several sem-
inaries are affiliated to DVK. Thus Dhar-
maram continues the legacy of ecclesias-
ticaltraining to the CMls and to a number
of other Congregations and dioceses.

Darsana Institute of Philosophy,
Wardha, 1983

As the Congregation began to be en-
trusted with mission territories in Chan-
da(1962), Sagar(1968), Jagdalpur(1972),
Bijnor(1982), and Rajkot(1977) Aspir-
ants houses were also started so as to
give candidates formation in and for the
mission. To continue that formation Rev.
Dr. Thomas Aykara, the then Prior Gen-
eral proposed to start a Mission Philoso-
phate. The infant mission scholasticate -

10
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Darsanastarted functioningin June 1983
temporarily at CSR Pariyaram and later
at Poornodaya Mission Institute, Bhopal.
With the blessing of Bp. Januarius and
the help of Fr George Pullankav and Fr
Eugene kizhakkethala the land was pur-
chased at Wardha. In June 1986 Darsana
Institute of Philosophy was established
at Wardha. Fr Thomas Kadankavil was
the first rector. Darsana Chapel was con-
structed at the time of Fr Thomas Kochu-
muttam as the rector in 1990.

Darsana adopted from the very begin-
ning three basic orientations, namely
Missionary, Rural and Indian. It also aims
at absorbing the values of the tradition-
al Indian ideal of ‘gurukula’ where the
teacher and students live together for a
few years by which time the student ab-
sorbs knowledge and the good manners
for living public life. Darsana gives also
a one year ‘Atmadarshan’ course to the
candidates of women religious congrega-
tions some of which have their formation
houses nearby. Darsana gives chances to
students to have real experience of vil-
lage life in the missions thus preparing
them for life in the mission.

Samanvaya Theological College,
Bhopal, 1994

Since Vatican Second’s documents like
‘Lumen Gentium’ and ‘Nostra Aetate’ on
non-Christian religions stressed on the
necessity of understanding other reli-
gions in their living religious contexts
‘contextual theology’ was to be empha-
sized in the mission. Moreover formation
houses up to philosophy were already
working well in the missions. Inspired by



thecontextualtheologicalformationgiven
at Khrist Premalaya, Ashta by the CMIs,
thethen Prior General, Fr.Vijayanand Ne-
dumpuramenvisaged a contextual forma-
tion for the future CMI priests of North
India. Committees were set up to study
the various aspects of it. Thus following
a petition from Chanda mission the 33
General Chapter of 1990-91 decided to
start a Mission Theologate in North India.
Asthe first building was still getting ready
in the Poornodaya campus in Bhopal and
as Rev. Dr. Loius Maliekal CMlI, the Rec-
tor designate was relieved from Ashta
Mission only in 1994, the inauguration
of our Mission Theologate was held by
Fr. Thomas Mampra, Prior General at the
CMI Provincial House, Jagdalpur on July
3rd, 1994. Later the Theologate began
functioning on four campuses namely
Kolchoor in Jagdalpur, Rishikesh in Ut-
tarakhand, Bhopal in Madhya Pradesh
and Dharmaram College Bangalore. Stu-
dents get good opportunities for expe-
riencing the village situation from Kol-
choor, the inter-religious atmosphere of
Rishikesh, the pastoral and social context
of Bhopal and CMI community culture at
Dharmaram College, Bangalore.

OTHER SIMIINARIES
Khrist Premalaya, Ashta, 1982-94

When the Madhya Pradesh Bishops’ con-
ference decided to start a Regional The-
ologate in the spirit of Vatican Il concern-
ing other religions, Archbishop Eugene D’
Souza of Bhopal sought the help of CMI
Congregation for running the seminary
named Khrist Premalaya in the rural set-
tings of Ashta, Madhya Pradesh, the then

Prior General Rev. Dr. Thomas Aykara
took it up courageously and the CMls
ran it for twelve years till 1994. Then it
was handed over to the Pallotine fathers
as the CMIs started their own Regional
Theologate temporarily in Jagdalpur and
transferred it to Bhopal in 1996.

St. Charles Lwanga National
Major Seminary, Namibia, 1997.

This seminary was started by the Arch-
bishop of Windhoek in 1997. Then as
requested by the Bishops’ Conference
of Namibia, the Congregation for the
Evangelization of peoples raised it to an
Inter-diocesan Major Seminary in June
1998. Before that when the Namibi-
an Bishops’ Conference had requested
the CMI Congregation through Missio,
Aachen for qualified personnel for train-
ing the seminarians the then Prior Gen-
eral Rev. Fr. Alex Ukken responded pos-
itively. Rev. Fr. Thomas Manninezhath
CMl reached there on April 21, 1998. As
per the contract between the NCBS and
the CMI Congregation the Prior Gener-
al is responsible to supply qualified per-
sonnel until the Namibian Church has its
own qualified personnel for running the
seminary. Since January 2009, Rev. Fr.
Benny Karuvelil CMI is the Rector and
CMI fathers are on the staff for the ad-
ministration of the seminary.

Rev. Dr. Cyriac Kanichai was serving as
Professor at Carmelgiri, Aluva and at
St. Joseph Pontifical Institute, Aluva and
in some other Institutes. Rev. Dr. Paul

11
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Kalluveettil served as a residential pro-
fessor at Mary Matha Seminary, Thrissur.
Fr. Zacharias Moorkattil and Fr. Varghe-
se Kottoor served as spiritual directors
at St. John's Regional seminary, Agra.
Frs. Alex Ukken, Dominic Nattunilam
and Norbert Edattukaran were involved
in the seminary formation of the Con-
gregation of St. John the Baptist (SJB).
Fr. Norbert Edattukaran was the Rector
of the diocesan Major Seminary at Kajoo-
riain the diocese of Sagar for a few years.
Fr. Eustace Thottan served as the Rector
of the Morning Star College at Kolkatta
and Khrist Premalaya, Ashta for sever-
al years. Fr. Louis Malickal served as the
Rector of Khrist Premalaya, Ashta for
several years. Frs. Simon Tharakan, Se-
bastin Perepadan, Paul Savio Puthussery,
James Naduvilekutt and George Kaniar-
akath served as staff members at Ashta.
Fr. Alexander Kattakayam severed as
spiritual Director at Oriens Theological
College, Shillong. Fr. Ligouri Mundackal
served as Novice Master of the Norber-
tines and Fr. George Padannamakkal was
the minor seminary Rector of the Camil-
lian Fathers in the initial period of their
presence in India.

NGUHERCOUNIRIES
In Europe

Rev. Fr. Placid Podipara was a member
of the teaching staff at the Pontifical
Oriental Institute, Rome for many years.
He served as the Rector of the Malabar
College, Rome when it was there. Men-
tion shall be made of the services of
Fr. Thomas Mampra, Alex Thannipara,
Augustine Thottakkara, George Kani-

12
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arakath, Thomas Aykara and Cherian
Thunduparampil in various Pontifical
Universities in Rome.

Iraq and Iran

At the request of the Chaldean Patriarch
in 1958, Rev. Frs. Fabian, Marcel and
Virgil went to Iraq to help the Church
there which had been sending Bishops
to Kerala till the Sixteenth century. Later
Fr. Emmanuel Thelly was also sent there.
Our fathers were mainly teaching in the
Major Seminary there. But because of
the political upheavals they could not
stay there after 1965.

Africa

Kenya: Fr. Johny Thachuparampil and
Fr. Paul Chittilapally after their higher
education at the University of Leuven,
Belgium and St. Georgen, Frankfurt, Ger-
many respectively are engaged in teach-
ing theology in the Jesuit School of The-
ology, Nairobi, Kenya. Fr. Johny serves
as part time lecturer at Tangaza Univer-
sity College and also at Hekima College.
Fr. Paul was serving as senior lecturer
and senior research fellow at the Catho-
lic University of Eastern Africa, Nairobi
from 2002 to 2011 and as part time sen-
ior lecturer and senior research fellow at
Tangaza University College of religious
Congregations, Nairobi.

South Africa: Rev. Fr. Kurian Perumpal-
likunnel of St. Joseph Province, Kottay-
am rendered valuable service at St. John
Vianney Seminary, Pretoria teaching,
spirituality since February 2002. Later
he was requested to take up the position
of Dean of studies at St. Peter’s Seminary
which he held till the end of 2007. Fr.



Thomas Manickam of Jagdalpur Prov-
ince was teaching at St. John Vianney
Seminary from 2006 until his death on 1
October 2010.

Tanzania: Rev. Fr. Jacob Caesarius Nal-
pathakalam of St. Thomas Province,
Kozhikode was an excellent professor
of theology in the Salvatorian Seminary
at Morogoro, Tanzania and a few other
regional seminaries in Tanzania for more
than thirty years. He also used to take
classes in several formation houses of
men and women religious congregations
there.

Papua New Guinea: Fr. Joseph Aruviyil
of St. Joseph Province, Kottayam served
as Bible professor at St. John Vianney
Seminary, Vanimo, Papua New Guinea.

The

Theologian
from India to Vatican

Peru: Fr. Joseph Areeplackal, also of
Kottayam Province was teaching in the
major seminary San Martin De Pores of
Chosica Diocese in Peru, South America
from 1998 to 2012. The medium of in-
struction was Spanish.

Fromtheabovedescriptionwecanunder-
stand that a good number of us CMls had
been engaging in teaching ecclesiastical
subjects in different parts of the world.
Back in India we had great professors
like Frs. Placid .J. Podipara, John Britto
Chethimattam, Mathias Mundadan,
Joseph Pathrapankal, Cyriac Kanichai, to
mention a few. Through these and many
others the CMI Congregation is continu-
ing the Sacred legacy of preparing young
men to priesthood, a sacred legacy we in-
herited from our saintly forebearers. m

His Holiness Pope Francis appointed Rev.

Fr. Thomas Kollamparampil CMI as the
only theologian from India among the 22
international members of Theological
commission for the Synod of Bishops. In
addition, he has been appointed as the
theologian for the Federation of the Asian
Bishops’ Conference (FABC). The CMI
community congratulates Rev. Fr. Thomas
in his new mission for the Universal
Church.
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CMI CONGREGATION

&

IMPORTANCE OF FORMATION

Fr.Josey Thamarassery

Religious life is an invitation to encoun-
ter God in the cave of our hearts. It is a
way of being in a relationship with God,
who is very active and who will meet our
greatest desires to love and to be loved,
to serve, to offer hope and joy. It’s also a
way of life that’s communitarian as it al-
lows us to work with others who are also
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seeking God and seeking to participate
in the transformation into God’s world.
A religious community is gospel oriented
but with a particular dimension of spirit-
uality. We call it charism, the spirit of
community. But it’s a call which we need
to hear anew every time.



It is no secret that religious life is at a
crossroads. Even when the Church ad-
mits the prime importance of conse-
crated life and it provides a wide array
of opportunities for those who embrace
religious life to choose a unique path to
serve God and His people in new and dif-
ferent ways, we experience a steady de-
cline from peak numbers of the past. It is
areality that religious life has undergone
a lot of changes right now. There was a
point in time when society desperate-
ly needed the service of the religious in
different areas. But things are different
now. It is high time to think that God is
inviting us to something different. Unless
and until we find a proper discernment
with the help of the Holy Spirit, we may
get stuckinarut. Thereis a constant invi-
tation from the part of the Holy Spirit to
discover and discern our call reading the
signs of the times. It reminds me of that

Formation in the CMI
congregation was
always a pursuit to
discover and define
anew the
transformative
dimension of formation.

line from Vatican Il, that we're called to
“carry forward the work of Christ under
the leadership of the befriending Spirit.”

We must find this an enthusing time be-
cause we can't say, “Just keep on going
on.” That would be the death of religious
life. It is now about saying, “To what is the
Spirit inviting us and how do we, togeth-
er and personally, listen and respond?”
Living this call necessarily needs the gift
of discernment which we need to de-
velop from the early life of religious life.
Therefore, there is always a repeated
and renewed approach from the part of
the Church as well as religious congre-
gations towards developing a forma-
tion programme suitable to the changed
times for developing a transformative
formation program. Etymologically, the
word-formation comes from the Latin
word “formare”, which would mean “to
mould.” Formation in consecrated life is
not a particular act with a time frame, nor
is it communication of any particular con-
tent. Formation should be understood as
a life-long process that brings about a
transformation in the person.

Formation in the CMI congregation
was always a pursuit to discover and
define anew the transformative dimen-
sion of formation. The founding fathers,
Fr. Thomas Palackal, Fr. Thomas Poroo-
kara, St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara and Br.
Jacob Kanianthara had a profound God-
experience in Christ which constituted
the historical root of the Congregation.
The formation programme of the Con-
gregation is anchored in this great leg-
acy of the founding fathers. Out of the
intense God-experience the founding
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fathers desired to impart a formation not
only to the members of the newly formed
congregation but also to all the priests of
Kerala Church to bring about a renewal
and reformation in the ecclesiastical life
here.

Malpanate, the traditional centre of
training for the candidates for priest-
hood in the Kerala Church, was a place
where the learned and venerable priests
of that time with their honorific Malpan
title, gave formation and priestly training
to the candidates. Thus, Malpan Thomas
Palackal had the responsibility of a Mal-
panate at Pallipuram where he with the
permission of his bishop lived a commu-
nity life with his students, joining them in
their spiritual exercises and sitting with
them for the study. However, there was
a feeling among the church authorities
that Malpanate formation was not ad-
equate enough for the formation of the
priests, so the missionaries introduced a
seminary system in Kerala. Thus in 1762
a seminary was started at Varapuzha by
the Carmelites missionaries under Prop-
aganda Fide. The founding fathers of
our congregation too desired a change
in the formation system and wanted to
give a more rigorous priestly formation
to the candidates in a seminary. So, the
first initiative of the founding fathers at
Mannanam immediately after the es-
tablishment of the mother house was
to start a Seminary there for an integral
formation of the priests. They knew that
only enlightened clergy could enlighten
the society. After the death of Fr. Thom-
as Palackal, Fr. Thomas Porookara and
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Fr Kuriakose Elias Chavara, who were
made Malpans by then Vicar Apostolic
Msgr. Francis Xavier, took up the respon-
sibility of the formation. They were the
only two priests authorized to examine
and approve the candidates before be-
ing promoted to priestly ordination. His-
torical studies show the significant role
played by the CMI congregation in the
nineteenth century in the priestly forma-
tion of the candidates in Kerala Church.

The various efforts and pioneering initi-
atives taken by the Congregation show
that religious and priestly formation was
and is of utmost priority of the congrega-
tion. Therefore, it made various attempts
in formation and established its Major
Study Houses reading the signs of the
times. Various Major Study Houses in dif-
ferent contexts with diverse thrusts and
focus of theological and philosophical
pursuit as well as other formation pro-
gramme point to this factor.

When we examine the almost 200-year
long history of religious and priestly for-
mation in the CMI Congregation, it can
be seen as a contextually conditioned
onward movement. The tradition estab-
lished at Pallipuram by the great Mal-
pan Fr. Palackal which was continued in
Mannanam and other seminaries by his
colleagues and successors marked a par-
adigm shift not only in the CMI congrega-
tion but also in the Kerala Church. They
are the living testimonies of the vision of
St. Chavara of a systematic formation of
priests for the Church to form holy and
saintly priests for a Church to witness to
the Gospel as dynamic missionaries. m



Yy Formation as the FoHowing of Christ
for the Evangelization of the World

Fr. Paulachen Kochappilly

You Are, Whom You Follow

A juxtaposition of two sayings of Jesus
on the vocation to discipleship, name-
ly, “Come and see” (Jn 1:39) and “Come
and follow me” (Mt 19:21) sets the pa-
rameters of the formation programme
in the Church that addresses religious
priestly lifestyle. If coming to the pres-
ence of Jesus is the horizon of formation,
sending out or going forth to the whole
creation is its mission. “Go into all world
and proclaim the good news” (Mk 16:15).
These threefold overarching invitations
of Jesus - seeing the Lord, staying with
the Lord, sent out by the Lord - sum up

the programme of religious and priestly
formation. In essence, the religious and
priestly formation programme is, for the
called, a following of Jesus Christ, our
Master and Saviour.

You Are, What You Celebrate

The religious and priestly formation may
be understood as the faithful and free
following of Jesus Christ towards the
full flowering of one’s personality and
the flourishing of humanity, through a
genuine personal transformation, always
belonging to the ecclesial community. It
is an ongoing celebration of one’s life in
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Christ, addressing the changes and chal-
lenges ministers and leaders would con-
front in the Church. A continuation of
the celebration of our faith is called for.
Leonardo Cardinal Sandri acknowledg-
es it in his message thus, “I am pleased
to note that the heritage of the previous
study house in Chethipuzha, especially
the devotion to the Sacred Heart, has not
been lost in the new foundation. On the
contrary, as your motto indicates - Ishab-
hakti param janam - love for Our Lord is
recognized as the font of true wisdom.” In
the providence of God, the celebration of
the formation of ministers and leaders,
began at Mannanam in 1833, continues
as a treasured legacy and is carried for-
ward to different parts of the world to-
day with devotion, dedication, and deter-
mination.

The formation programme of Dharmar-
am College, the common major study
house of the Congregation of the Car-
melites of Mary Immaculate has been
yielding ample foliage, flowers, and
fruits, adding beauty, joy, and glory to the
manifold ministries in the Syro-Malabar
apostolic Church of the Saint Thomas
Christians and in the global Church as
per the vision and the sense for mission
bequeathed by the founding members
of the Congregation and their succes-
sors. Dharmaram moves on with her
ethos - absorbed in the apostolic faith
experience of Mar Thoma in the Indian
cultural ethos and rooted in the Eastern
perspectives of Christian life - beyond
the boundaries, reading and responding
to the challenges of the times.

Besides the comprehensive and inclusive
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formation programme evolved over the
years at Dharmaram, the structure of the
architecture of the Major Study House
itself - Dharmaram Chapel, Dharmaram
Library, Dharmaram Gallery, Dharmar-
am Class Rooms, BJTM Hall, Dining Hall
interconnected by corridors from every
nook and corner and the ring road, As-
vas, the Sports field, Dharmaram Vidya
Kshetram, Christ Deemed to be Uni-
versity, Saint Thomas Forane Church,
Christ Group of Schools, etc. - merits
our attention. It showcases the unfold-
ing of the integral vision of the forma-
tion programme - spiritual, intellectual,
physical, socio-cultural, human, pastoral,
and missionary formation - and the mis-
sion of Dharmaram, always expanding
the horizon and embracing the freedom
of thought always being faithful to the
vocation to follow the Lord in taking the
good news of salvation beyond the bor-
ders.

You Are, What You Dream

Integral formation is the signature
of Dharmaram. Dharmaram College,
through her motto, ishbhaktih param
jnanam (devotion to the Lord is the su-
preme wisdom), reveals the soul of the
formation programme. The vision state-
ment of Dharmaram Vidya Kshetram, “A
living temple of wisdom and the dhar-
ma of Jesus Christ for the wellbeing of
all and the glory of God” spells out her
commitment to the integral and holistic
orientation of the formation programme.
The subtitle of the History of Dharmaram
College 1957-2017, published in 2017,
A Living Legacy of Integral Formation,
speaks volumes on its formation pro-



gramme. Dharmaram, the abode of Dhar-
ma, symbolizes the convergence of jnana
marga, karma marga, and bhakti marga,
emphasizing the pathways towards in-
tegration and awakened consciousness.
“Dharmaram campus especially Dhar-
maram Chapel, speaks eloquently in si-
lence the core values of Dharmaram vi-
sion and school of creative concord” (T.
Aykara)

The Chapel, the ark of the covenant, is
the landmark of Dharmaram, architec-
turally a masterpiece and artistically cre-
ative and attractive, and liturgical heaven
on earth. It showcases the Indian genius
and the Eastern identity of the commu-
nity. Context-sensitive socio-religious
symbols on the panels on both sides of
the sanctuary remind the worshippers
of their formation context. The icon of
Jesus the Guru on the facade of the chap-
el, sketched by Joy Elamkunnapuzha and
mosaic art by Balan, is a beautiful blend-
ing of art and theology. The huge icon of
the cosmic Christ, the St Thomas Cross,
and the enthroned Scripture in Syriac
language, and the tabernacle of Eucha-
ristic presence in the sanctuary of the
chapel are emblematic of the Eastern
identity and of the insertion of the gospel
in the Indian cultural and religious ethos,
atreat to the eyes and food for thought in
the process of formation.

You Are, What You See

Bishop Jonas Thaliath CMI, the vision-
ary architect of Dharmaram College,
described theology as “faith seeking
harmony of life” (ides quaerens harmo-
niam vitae). According to him, Christ is

the key to theology. The theological vi-
sion housed in this simple but profound
articulation surpasses the speculative to
create an incarnational, tangible, and in-
tegral transforming approach to life and
its harmonious blending with the divine,
cosmic and human spheres of existence
and excellence. It lays down the founda-
tion for an integral and integrating for-
mation programme, indeed an ongoing
formation.

By scripting a new history by found-
ing Dharmaram College, Bishop Jonas
placed the formation in the right per-
spective and focus, “The only worthy act
of gratitude on the part of Dharmaram
will be the sending out year after year
of preachers of the good news, who will
reflect in all that they do and say, the in-
effable beauty and goodness of Christ,
our Master and Lord.” The evangelizing
mission of the Church was at the heart of
Dharmaram and the passion for the mis-
sion has been its lifeline.

You Are, What You Believe

Shifting the Sacred Heart Study House,
Chetthipuzha, to Bengaluru resulted
from the cherished missionary orien-
tation and the insight into the possible
openings to go beyond the boundaries
of Malabar, making a historical break-
through to go to all India. The ideal
end-product of the formation at Dhar-
maram, in the words of Bishop Jonas, is
“A missionary priest will be found to com-
bine in himself three almost distinctive
types, namely, qualities that can be de-
scribed as of a spiritual, intellectual, and
practical nature.”
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The missionary DNA of the Carmelites
of Mary Immaculate inherited from the
time of its genesis was nurtured and fos-
tered in the temple of Dharmaram to-
wards a wonderful synthesis. As people
read the pages of the Dharmaram histo-
ry, they will be relieved to see her legacy
of formation vouched for in the sayings,
“mission is the mother of the Church”
and “mission is the mother of theology.
If Dharmaram has to be relevant and vi-
brant, she has to explore and expand her
evangelizing perspective year after year.

You Are, What You Breathe

Sharing the common motto of the Car-
melite foundations, the congregation
celebrates it in Syriac rendering, Metan
Tennes LMarya Alaha Haylsana (I am
filled with zeal for the Lord God of hosts
(1Kings 19: 10). It points to the encoun-
ter with the Lord and the enthusiasm for
evangelization found vibrant among the
confreres. This shared consciousness of
the CMIs is consolidated and promoted
by the Dharmaram programmes to in-
vent new areas of evangelization within
the teaching of the Church and for the
welfare of the people.

You Are, What Your Ethos Is

Dharmaram College, in her Particular
Statutes, outlines the trajectories of
formation. “Belonging to an apostolic
church founded by St. Thomas the Apos-
tle, namely, the Syro-Malabar Church,
and the first indigenous religious com-
munity within that church, the CMI con-
gregation nourishes itself primarily on its
triple patrimonies, namely, Oriental, In-
dian, and Carmelite, all of which shall be
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inculcated as a sacred trust in its overall
life and heritage”(Art 10). This is in align-
ment with the Constitutions of the con-
gregation. “Our programme of formation
should draw deep from the long tradition
of Christian spiritual and religious life,
especially of the Eastern Churches and
of the Carmelite family, and from the
rich religious tradition of our nation, and
should enable the members to respond
to the needs and challenges of the mod-
ern age” (C 84 & C 4). As envisaged by
the congregation, the landscape of the
formation is beautifully laid out in Dhar-
maram. Eastern and Indian characteris-
tics get some considerations, but unfor-
tunately, Carmelite features are found
almost missing, | feel.

You Are What Your Thoughts Are

Ecumenical approaches and interreli-
gious dialogue have been in the ethos of
Dharmaram College, which, on the whole
is no longer attractive. We have a Centre
for the Study of World Religions, which
offered several programmes when such
initiatives attached to major study hous-
es were unheard of. As pioneers in inter-
religious dialogue, the formation pro-
gramme of Dharmaram had an enviable
niche in the whole of the Indian ecclesi-
astical educational landscape. The chris-
tening of our study house as Dharmaram
raised the eyebrows of many. Later it
was a celebrated household name in the
ecclesial arena. With the celebration of
the Church in India Today Seminar 1969,
Dharmaram College etched out a name
for her thought leadership in theological
formation focusing on inculturation, dia-
logue and ecumenism, responding to the



waves of post-conciliar changes. These
dimensions of theology and formation
are taking a backseat today, reflecting
the overall theological climate in India
and the colossal influence of the business
mindset superseding the religious and
spiritual mindscape.

1987 marked the 25t anniversary of the
Chanda Mission, a remembrance of an
epoch-making event of assigning the mis-
sion territory of Chanda to the Syro-Mal-
abar Church for the evangelizing mission
in 1962. On the occasion Dharmaram or-
ganized a seminar on Mission in India To-
day: The Task of St Thomas Christians to
draw a roadmap on more effective evan-
gelization, celebrating the communion
ecclesiology reinstated in Vatican Il and
instructed by the pontiffs.

Journal of Dharma. Dharmaram Journal
of Religions and Philosophies, published
in 1975, was a ground breaker in the area
of interreligious dialogue. The journal
influenced the formation of the thought
patterns of generations and continues
to make an impression on the academic
community.

Asian Horizons. Dharmaram Journal of
Theology was another breakthrough in
thought leadership, launched in 2007 on
the occasion of the inauguration of the
jubilee year of the foundation of Dhar-
maram College. In a short period, Asian
Horizons has emerged as a leading theo-
logical journal in India and abroad on con-
temporary theological discussions and
their pastoral implications. The Interna-
tional Conference, Revisiting Vatican Il:
50 Years of Renewal organized under the

aegis of Asian Horizons with many event
partners from renowned foreign univer-
sities was another epoch-making event
in the theological formation history of
Dharmaram College, taking stock of the
impact of the Second Vatican Council on
the universal Church, with a special focus
on the Asian Churches.

Inthe following years, Dharmaram began
publishing Vinayasadhana, Dharmaram
Journal of Psycho-Spiritual Formation in
2010, always focusing on religious and
priestly formation facilitating the emer-
gence of mature and integrated priests
and religious after the image of Jesus
Christ. lustitiais yet another journal that
began its publishing in 2010, dealing with
ecclesiastical laws, both CCEO and CIC.
The publication of Herald of the East, a
journal to promote multifaceted studies
and research on the life, vision, mission,
and contributions of Saint Kuriakose
Elias Chavara of the Holy Family, has
been carried out from Dharmaram since
2014. All these journals accompany and
assist the formation programme across
the globe, in general, and the Dharmar-
am, in particular.

In 2015, to mark the conclusion of the
Chavara Year celebrations, a seminar was
organized to explore ways and means to
experience and share the joy of the Gos-
pel in the changing and challenging con-
text of today.

In 2016, as the Church celebrated the
Year of Consecrated Life Dharmaram
hosted an international conference on
Consecrated Life for a Transformed
World: Catholic, Ecumenical and Inter-
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religious Perspectives in a Globalizing
Era. This was another attempt to make
religious life more attractive, meaning-
ful, and contextual, an earnest attempt
to update the formation programme of
Dharmaram and it succeeded in giving
a thought leadership through Vinayasa-
dhana programme.

Onthe occasion of the diamond jubilee of
its foundation in Bengaluru, Dharmaram
organized a national seminar cum work-
shop on Human Formation in Major Sem-
inaries in 2017, which was well received
and appreciated by the participants. The
national seminar on human formation fo-
cused on the need of the candidates “to
be educated to love the truth, to be loyal,
to respect every person, to have a sense
of justice, to be true to their word, to be
genuinely compassionate, to be men of
integrity and, especially, to be balanced
in judgment and behaviour” (PDV 43).
Saint Paul presents a simple and demand-
ing programme for this human formation,
“Whatever is true, whatever is honoura-
ble, whatever is just, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious,
if there is any excellence, if there is any-
thing worthy of praise, think about these
things” (Phil. 4:8). The whole emphasis
in the area of human formation is on the
intimate following of Jesus Christ and
forming one’s conscience in tune with his
image while responding to the challenges
of the time.

In 2018, on the 150t anniversary of Cha-
varul a conference on Vocation and Mis-
sion of the Family: Reflections on Cha-
varul and Amoris Laetitia was organized
to study the challenges faced by families
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in the light of Chavarul and Amoris Lae-
titia, another milestone in the formation
programme of Dharmaram.

In 2019, a seminar cum workshop on
Socially Oriented Formation in Major
Seminaries was organized to discuss an
essential aspect of priestly and religious
formation, one which equips the formees
to respond effectively to the challenges
they are going to face in their ministry
and which complements human, pasto-
ral, spiritual, and mission formation. It
was necessitated because of the aware-
ness that the socio-political involvement
of the Church in general and of the reli-
gious and priests in particular is not ade-
quate, nor effective.

All these above-mentioned seminars,
conferences, workshops and other con-
gresses and conferences organised on
the campus offer ample opportunities for
the students and facilitators to undergo
a holistic formation, taking into account
“the different areas of formation - the
human, spiritual, intellectual and pasto-
ral areas - as well as the settings and the
persons responsible for the formation of
candidates for the priesthood” (PDV 42).

You Are, What Your Roots Are

Dharmaram is a type of its own, proba-
bly having no match in the whole world.
Dharmaram is the common major study
house - formation of religious candi-
dates for ministerial priesthood - of the
Carmelites of Mary Immaculate. Dhar-
maram Vidya Kshetram, Pontifical At-
heaneum of Theology, Oriental Canon
Law, Philosophy, and Vinayasadhana, is
the ecclesiastical wing of Dharmaram



College and Christ Deemed to be Univer-
sity is the face of higher studies in secular
education. It is a religious community of
a little above three hundred CMI mem-
bers under the Rector, the only canoni-
cal head, and having manifold activities,
including an athenaeum of ecclesiastical
education, a group of schools, colleg-
es, pastoral ministry, social work wings,
farms, university, and having extension
campuses spread out in different parts of
India. The picture of Dharmaram paints
a phenomenal structure and the priority
is given to the formation programme of
the scholastics. The opening sentence
of the Constitutions, “God, in his loving
providence has called us, Carmelites of
Mary Immaculate, to a community of
love in the Church” (C 1), gives a clue to
the faithful and successful sail of the ves-
sel of the congregation. The beauty of
Dharmaram is that all the infrastructure
facilities on the campus are geared to the
holistic formation of the scholastics. The
joy of Dharmaram is in her celebration of
the community life as one and united at
the Eucharistic table, at the dining table,
and at the dialogue table, often held in
the Bishop Jonas Memorial Hall. The glo-
ry of Dharmaram is in her availability to
the service of God, creation, and human
beings.

You Are, What You Do

The long list of Departments of Dhar-
maram is an epiphany of the holistic for-
mation offered at the major study house.
A select few departments, like, Dhar-
maram Association for Social Service
(DASS), Asvas, Dharmaram Children’s
League (DCL), Department of Mission,

Dharmaram Currents, Dharmaram Pub-
lications, Centre for Biblical Theologi-
cal Studies (CBTS), Centre for Eastern
and Indian Christian Studies (PPCEICS),
Centre for the Study and Research on St
Chavara, Centre for the Study of World
Religions (CSWR), Centre for Women
Studies (CWS), Dharmaram Academy of
Distance Education (DADE), Dharmaram
Institute of Languages (DIL), Environ-
mental Protection, Inter-Sem Activities,
Kerala Catholic Social Service Associ-
ation, Music Lab, Kuriakose Elias Cha-
vara Study House, Literary and Cultural
Academy (LCA), Pastoral Coordination,
Photography, Sports and Games, Waste
Management Team, Youth and Family
Animation speak loudly and clearly some
of the areas of involvement of scholastics
and staff of Dharmaram, making the for-
mation integral and harmonious.

You are, What Your Fruits Are

As the tree, so the fruit. The formation
is known for its fruits. You are what
your actions are. Actions speak loud-
er than words. This holds in the field of
formation. You are what your attitudes
are. The truth of attitudes is that it is
also manifested through actions when
circumstances so demand. As you cele-
brate, so you live. It could be illustrated
by the parable of the vine and branches,
“Those who abide in me and | in them
bear much fruit because apart from me
you can do nothing” (Jn 15:5). The living
and the life-giving Spirit of the Lord shall
flow through the branches to ensure the
following of the Master by his friends,
reassuring the effective formation of the
missionary disciples.
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You Are, Where Your Heart Is

A fruitful formation programme in our
study houses presupposes that the can-
didate has a personal encounter with the
person of Jesus Christ in the living and
changing context of life. Following will be
impossible sans such an encounter with
the Lord. The encounter with the Lord
engenders joy, the foundation and focus
of any genuine following. Jesus said to
his disciples, “I have said these things to
you so that my joy may be in you, and that
your joy may be complete” (Jn 15:11). Joy
is the mould in which every formee has
to be formed, for it is the backbone of
any faithful following of the Master and
Saviour. This joy in the Lord will generate
waves - bestowing enthusiasm and en-
ergy in plenty - enabling it to be shared
with others, the quintessence of the
evangelizing mission of the Church.

You Are, What Your Culture s

For the formation programme to be ef-
fective, it has to be contextual and in-
carnational, for reality is in plurality and
nothing is alien to Christian vision and
misison. Three elements - #NT (lan-
guage), {IsleT  (food), and 3T<TeT (prayer
patterns) - may be pivotal in a holistic
formation, to be worth its name. We are
far from the truth of formation when
evaluated by these yardsticks. Examin-
ing the effectiveness of our formation
programme at Dharmaram, it has to walk
miles and miles before we are to be found
somewhere in the picture. We are aliens
in this land of Karnataka and strangers
among the people, not conversing with
them in their language and not relishing
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the food habits of the people.
You Are, What Your Relationships Are

Formation programmes may be assessed
by the ability to dialogue with the reali-
ties of the land and people. Religious plu-
rality, cultural diversity, and socio-eco-
nomic disparity are a few naked realities
we confront in our day-to-day life. Di-
alogue with these realities is essential
to be faithful and fruitful in formation
of whatever kind. Immersive learning is
made mandatory these days for any ef-
fective education. Thisis truer in the case
of formation. Dharmaram has been doing
at least something externally in this di-
rection, but it is being discontinued be-
cause there are no takers.

On this march towards the effective and
integral formation, the disposition we
need to foster and nurture is one of co-
existence, cooperation, and commitment
with the people of other faiths and no
faith. A corollary to the disposition is one
of a non-conquering, non-competitive,
and non-compromising, nature, attitude
and approach to life and mission. We are
called to share our Christian life with
others or to celebrate our life in Christ as
joyful good news bearers, liberating and
transforming people and culture.

You Are, What Dharmaram Holds
Close to Her Heart

To a great extent, the Dharmaram forma-
tion programme goes to design the future
of the CMI congregation. What is Dhar-
maram today will decide what CMl is to-
morrow. The reach of the formation at
Dharmaram is vast and far-reaching. The
formation programme is the celebration



of our identity in the context of diversi-
ty: “Dharmaram from its very beginning
had the audacity to integrate the Orien-
tal and Indianroots in our theological and
philosophical thinking for a holistic view
of life and it has become so much part of
its DNA and organic growth” (P. Achan-
dy). The ethos of Dharmaram is unique
and permeates the entire thought of the
congregation. “Born and bred in Indian
culture, lived by the faith transmitted
by St Thomas the apostle and nourished
by the Carmelite spiritual tradition, the
CMI Congregation tried to live a genius
of Oriental, Indian, and Carmelite tradi-
tions, a healthy synthesis of Eastern and
Western visions” (T. Aykara).

You Are, What You Commemorate

As | think of a formation programme,
the angelic hymn at the nativity of Jesus
flashes through my mind, which is being
celebrated every day in the Eucharis-
tic Liturgy, for a concise and compre-
hensive programme of formation. The
angelic hymn in the Pshitta version of
the Bible has three distinct and interre-
lated themes announced at the mystery
of Incarnation, a capsule of the mission

manifesto of Jesus and his missionary
disciples: the glorification of God, peace
on earth, and hope to human beings. The
formation programme, to be faithful and
effective, has to harmonise things and
events in such a way that it can render
hope to human beings by establishing
peace on earth, which is an epiphany of
the glory of God. Jesus glorified God by
establishing peace on earth and giving
hope to human beings and the mission
of the missionary disciples of Jesus can
be nothing less and nothing else than the
mission of Jesus.

Dharmaram, the formation house of the
CMls, is the garden of Dharma - the gar-
den of Jesus Christ - a garden where
life is celebrated in Christ, enhancing
the contemplation of the mystery of the
Cross, being enthralled by the compas-
sion of God, and empowering the con-
secration to the person and the gospel
of Christ, which water the imagination
and the motivation through the Spirit to
embrace the truth, goodness, and beauty
of the garden of Dharma - where people
encounter God-creation-fellow beings in
harmony and celebration. m
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The Congregation for Catholic
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Specialization in Formative Spirituality
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Fr. Davis Varayilan

The growth of the mission depends
on the formation of the leaders of the
Church. Saint Kuriakose Elias Chavara
says, “An uneducated priest is not only
inefficient to do anything in his pasto-
ral work but might even be detrimental
to the salvation of souls.” The pertinent
guestions to be asked concerning forma-
tion and mission are: is there fire in theol-
ogy and theological formation to inflame
the hearts and sentiments of students?
Are our students come out of formation
houses with passion for mission? Is our
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SAMANVAYA THEOLOGICAL FORMATION
IN MISSION

seminary formation Jesus-centred or
Church-centred?

The pedagogy followed in our seminaries
is by and large suited to the traditional
type of ministries that are highly institu-
tionalized and are Church-centered. The
Church-centred formation helps only
maintaining the status quo of the Church,
which has no future in the present con-
text of India. Christian missionaries who
were accepted and recognized for their
service to people in the fields of educa-
tion, health care and social welfare activ-



“«

THE RENEWED UNDERSTAND-
ING OF MISSION INITIATED
BY THE SECOND VATICAN
COUNCIL AND PROMOTED
BY POPE FRANCIS CALLS

FOR A CHANGE OF EXISTING
STRUCTURES, CONTENT AND
METHOD OF FORMATION ¥

ities are condemned today to rejection,
opposition, alienation and elimination.
The future of religious life in India lies
in “rediscovering the Founder’s charism
and rededicating oneself to pastoral min-
istry with a clear shift of emphasis from
maintenance to mission,’ says CBCl in its
Plenary Statement in 2016.

In today’s polarized and pluralistic soci-
ety, evangelization needs a radical ap-
proach with new initiatives and proactive
measures. The renewed understanding
of mission initiated by the Second Vati-
can Council and promoted by Pope Fran-
cis calls for a change of existing struc-
tures, content and method of formation
(Optatam Totius 1). The mission should
determine the objectives of the forma-
tion process because every Christian is
called to be a missionary by baptism and
the mission is constitutive of the very be-
ing of the Church (LG 48, AG 2) and she
exists in order to evangelize (EN 14).

The pioneering CMI missionaries in north
India were convinced that the challeng-
ing situation of India, with their various
cultures, languages and socio-economic
and religious lives of the people, made
it imperative that the candidates should
be adequately equipped with the knowl-

edge of the local language, culture and
customs, familiarity with the social and
religious traditions of the country and re-
gion, the experience of dialogue with liv-
ing religions, initiation into Indian forms
and methods of prayer, the experience of
unjust social structures, and the ability to
critically analyse social reality for effec-
tive evangelization.

They also knew that the theological for-
mation given in the seminaries in south
India is largely oriented towards various
apostolic ministries to the Christian com-
munities at large, whereas the mission
in North India would essentially mean
mission ad gentes or inter gentes, inte-
gral development from socio-economic
and religio-cultural viewpoints because
the Christian presence in north India is
meagre. Moreover, it was realized that
the content, method and formation fol-
lowed in the traditional seminaries were
not adequate for the effective mission
work. Thus after a series of meetings
and consultations, the decision to begin
a Mission Theologate was approved by
the CMI General Synaxis XXXIII held in
1990-91 and finally, it was launched on 3
July 1994. The theological formation giv-
en in Samanvaya Theology College has
the following focus.

Christ-Centred

Jesus Christ is the centre of evangeli-
zation as well as formation. In his en-
cyclical Redemptoris Missio, Pope John
Paul Il insists on the centrality of Christ
in evangelization. The second chapter
focuses on the centrality of the Reign of
God in Jesus’ ministry but Pope insists
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that the Reign of God is not a concept,
a doctrine or a program; it is the person
of Jesus of Nazareth (RM 18). In Evan-
gelii Nuntiandi, Pope Paul VI affirms that
there can be no true evangelisation if the
name of Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of
God, is not proclaimed (EN 22). The mis-
sion is, therefore, giving Jesus to people
or sharing Jesus wherever we are and
whatever ministry we are engaged in.
However, giving Jesus to people requires
an encounter with Jesus. In his encycli-
cal Deus Caritas Est, Pope Benedict XVI
says, “Being a Christian is not the result
of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the
encounter with an event, a person, which
gives life a new horizon and a decisive di-
rection” (DCE 1, EG 7). In Evangelii Gaud-
ium, Pope Francis confirms this by saying,
“The primary reason for evangelizing is
the love of Jesus which we have received,
the experience of salvation which urges
us to ever greater love of him” (EG 264).
In other words, he says, “Mission is at
once a passion for Jesus and a passion for
his people” (EG 268). In Ecclesia in Asia,
Pope John Paul Il affirms: “A fire can only
be lit by something that is itself on fire...
(we) have to be on fire with the love of
Christ and burning with zeal to make him
known more widely, loved more deeply,
and followed more closely” (EA 23).

The focus of theological formation for
mission, therefore, should not be so much
on techniques and strategies of mission
but configuration to Christ. The config-
uration demands that the candidates
enter profoundly into the contemplation
of the person of Jesus Christ which will
make their relationship with Christ more
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“«
THERE CAN BE NO TRUE

EVANGELISATION IF THE
NAME OF JESUS OF
NAZARETH, THE SON OF ”»
GOD, IS NOT PROCLAIMED

intimate and personal. Samanvaya focus-
es on Word-oriented formation where
the students learn the Word of God to
know Jesus, to love him and to live by
the power of His Word. Configuration to
Christ takes place within the context of a
community, which includes all the normal
and extraordinary events of a student’s
daily life. Samanvaya being a small com-
munity, the emphasis is placed on having
a Christ-centred mindset manifested
in attitudes, in ways of relating, and in
judgements of reality and people which
means a servant attitude, inclusive love,
compassionate approach and forgiving
heart. The inter-religious context of Ri-
shikesh provides a spiritual ambience
for developing a culture of prayer and
deepening their relationship with Jesus.
The frequent question the students en-
counter from sadhus and sannyasis in
Rishikesh where they spent a semester
is: “What is your experience of Jesus?” To
deepen the intimacy with Jesus, besides
daily spiritual exercises, there is weekly
Eucharistic adoration and weekly prayer
services on special themes of the year.

Spirit-driven

Samanvaya formation is Spirit-driven be-
cause the Spirit is the principal agent of
evangelization (EN 75; RM 30, EG 17) as
well as the principal formator. Jesus en-
trusted both the Spirit and the apostles



to continue his mission (Jn 15:25-26)
and in the Acts of the Apostles, we have
clear evidence of how both the Spirit
and apostles collaborated for the growth
of the mission. Therefore, Samanvaya
leaves a space for the Spirit to act in for-

THE SPIRIT CAN WORK ONLY
IN AN ATMOSPHRE OF FREE-
DOM AND NOT SO MUCH IN
A STRUCTURED FORMATION
WHERE LAWS ARE SUPREME

mation by providing an atmosphere of
trust and freedom for the students to
use their freedom with responsibility and
encouraging them to take initiatives in
every field, to accept responsibilities and
to learn from their mistakes. Rigidity and
conformity will lead the students to see
everything in ‘black and white’ where the
Spirit has no role. Excessive control by
the formators stifles the work of the Spir-
it and kills the initiative and creativity of
the students. The Spirit can work only
in an atmosphere of freedom and not so
much in a structured formation where
laws are supreme.

Samanvaya formators accompany the
students to grow in discernment and to
be docile to the action of the Spirit. In this
way, they become mature to choose, de-
cide and act according to the will of God.
Since the Spirit works not only within but
also outside the visible boundaries of the
Church, the students are encouraged to
go beyond the Christian sphere and be
attentive to the presence of the Spirit,
open to the signs of the times, receptive
to the new, and vigilant for the future.

Self-responsible

In a digital world, the formation must
focus on motivating the students to be
self-responsible. We are living in a net-
work of relationships and there are im-
mense possibilities for the students to
grow as well as to go astray. Many mis-
sionaries live alone in the missions. There
are no communities to support and en-
courage each other as in south India.
Therefore, they have to live responsibly
blending their prayer life and the mission
work which requires a formation that
helps them to be self-responsible. For the
last 27 years of its existence, Samanvaya
has never used a bell to remind the stu-
dents of the time of either waking up in
the morning, prayer time, meals or class-
es but all are very punctual in all the plac-
es and for all the activities. It is meant
to make them self-responsible. The stu-
dents are involved in all the household
activities like managing mess, shopping,
cleaning the surroundings, repair and
maintenance of the house, etc. Saman-
vaya promotes more personal initiative,
participation, teamwork, creativity, re-
sponsibility and a sense of belongingness
among students as they live, work and
study together.

People-Oriented

A missionary must be people-oriented
because Pope Francis says, “The joys and
hopes, the grief and anguish of the people
of our time, especially of those who are
poor or afflicted, are the joys and hopes,
the grief and anguish of the followers
of Christ as well. Nothing that is genu-
inely human fails to find an echo in their
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‘

‘QOD'S HEART HAS A SPECIAL
PLACE FOR THE P@R, SO
MUCH SO, HF HIMSELF
BECAME Pa@R?Y

hearts” (FT 56). Some of the preaching of
the gospel by the apostles described in
Acts of the Apostles is not given on the
initiative of the apostles but in response
to questions asked by those outside the
Church. The call of a priest or a religious
is God’s response to the cry of the people.
Moses was called by God in response to
the cry of Israel for freedom (Ex 3:7-10).

Samanvaya formation is oriented to-
wards the people, especially the
subalterns in society because Pope Fran-
cis says, “God’s heart has a special place
for the poor, so much so, he himself “be-
came poor” (2 Cor. 8:9) (EG 197) and they
“have another way of looking at things;
they see aspects of reality that are in-
visible to the centres of power where
weighty decisions are made” (FT 215).
They also provide the students with an
opportunity to be evangelized by them
and supply themwith a new liberating po-
tential for spirituality. Therefore, Saman-
vaya exposes the students to the people
through village visits, inserts them in
the lives and struggles of the people by
staying with them for three weeks, and
involves them in social sensitization and
empowering the people.

Context-Sensitive

In the pluralistic context of India, a mis-
sionary has to be context-sensitive rath-
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er than context-free like in the West. In
India, culture, religion, caste, and pov-
erty are all interconnected and interde-
pendent. Samanvaya formation is con-
text-sensitive taking into account the
socio-economic and religio-cultural envi-
ronment because this surrounding has an
inevitable effect on the students who are
products of their times. God’s mission is
the same everywhere but it is fulfilled in
a wide variety of ways depending on the
context (AG 6). Culture and context are
different from place to place and never
remain the same but keeps changing and
growing. There will always be a dynam-
ic interaction and mutual influence be-
tween the context and the evangelizer
and the message.

Samanvaya exposes the students to dif-
ferent cultures because they are the
lens through which one recognizes the
richness, possibilities and limitations of
one's own culture (FT 147) and also they
offer positive values and forms which can
enrich the way the Gospel is preached,
understood and lived. To be context-sen-
sitive and to learn from the context,
Samanvaya gives opportunities to the
students to live and study in different
contexts: in the socio-cultural context
of the subalterns in Bastar district of the
Chattisgarh State, in the multi-religious
context of Rishikesh in the Uttarakhand
State and the pastoral and rural context
of Bhopal in the Madhya Pradesh State.
The method adopted by Samanvaya is
exposure-immersion, experience-reflect
ion and interpretation-action. Since Sa-
manvaya has students belonging to dif-
ferent cultures, they also get an opportu-



nity to have an intercultural community
living which helps the students to be sen-
sitive to different cultures, languages and
people.

Risk-takers

Life is a magnanimous gift from God
which is to be lived for the glory of God
and the benefit of others but most peo-
ple go to their grave by using only 5% of
their potential and the remaining 95% of
their real capacity, energy, remains un-
explored. Formation in Samanvaya pro-
vides challenging experiences to the stu-
dents so that they may think differently
and become risk-takers in the mission
field rather than care-takers of the es-
tablished institutions. Lack of challenge
produces mediocrity. The traditional for-
mation environment is too protective.
Samanvaya encourages the students
to face challenging situations by giving
them opportunities to involve in frontier
ministries, to live in the interior villages
for a short period, to have live-in experi-

“«

SAMANVAYA FORMATION
FELPS THE FUTURE
MISSIONARIES TO BE ON
FIRE WITH THE LOVE OF
CHRIST AND BURNING WITH
ZEAL TO MAKE HIM KNOWN
MORE WIDELY, LOVED MORE
DEEPLY AND FOLLOWED
MORE CLOSELY Y

ence of Hindu and Christian ashrams, a
week-long pilgrimage through the Him-

alayan Mountains to Badrinath and trek-
king 38 km to an altitude of 4329 metres
to visit Hemkund, a Sikh pilgrim cen-
tre. These challenging experiences and
hardships pull them out of their comfort
zones, out of the status quo, out of the
large structures, out of clericalism and
prepare them to go beyond the borders
to the periphery, to the wounded and
those in need.

Samanvaya envisions God-realization
through Samanvayam. Samanvaya helps
students for a harmonious experience of
personal integration in which knowing,
loving and doing (jnana-bhakti-karma)
are united, academic integration of text
and the context, community integration
of personal growth and the community
with shared responsibilities and social
integration of one’s harmonious life with
cultural, religious, economic, political
and spiritual realms in order to produce
mission-oriented, spiritually vibrant,
emotionally mature and pastorally sen-
sitive priests. The focus of Samanvay-
ic formation is more on personal than
institutional, its programmes are more
practical than academic, its methods are
contextual than abstract and its concerns
are mission ad gentes than pastoral. The
outcome of Samanvaya formation is to
form missionary disciples of Jesus Christ
who have a broader pastoral vision and a
passionate love for Jesus and people. Sa-
manvaya formation helps the future mis-
sionaries to be “on fire with the love of
Christ and burning with zeal to make Him
known more widely, loved more deeply
and followed more closely” (EA 23).m
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FORMATION FOR

Fr. Jacob Marangattu

Sometimes | come across formators, who
lament, “Oh! | have told him four or five
times, but he still repeats the mistakes”.
To those formators, invariably | have said,
“Father, not four or five times; you should
have told him forty or fifty times. Just think
of your own formation days. Were you do-
ing everything properly with, say, the fifth
reminder from the Rector? If so, why do
you look as you are today, still need to be
improved? We had every week, during our
formation time a session called exhortation
and the Rector would, during that session,
remind us of all what went wrong that week.
Still, I wonder, how much I have changed.”

Everyone says that our formation pro-
gramme is in crisis and the majority of
those who express this fear pass the buck
on the students. They say the students
are to blame for this misfortune. | feel,

32

SDBHEARIMEMBUo | HAValQonIB 2021

however, to think a little out of the box.

Let’s reflect on some medicines to apply
against the disease affecting formation.

Formators need training in the first place:
Formation is not an easy task. Only a
formed person can form others. One can-
not give what one doesn’t have. The form-
ator should be convinced of the genuine-
ness of all that he does, says and teaches.
He should not expect from formees that
which he consciously neglects to do. This
is the one major factor that distances the
formees and the formators. If the form-
ator neglects to do that which he insists
from others except that are age-related
or health reasons, students would devel-
op arevoltintheir minds. A gap is formed
between the formator and the formees.
And the formation will be on death bed.



Formation should be the first priority, not
one among other interests: Formation
needs twenty-four hours accompani-
ment of the formees, especially, in the
earlier stages, for formation takes place
more by seeing than by listening. It is not
enough to convey the right values, atti-
tudes, and behaviour patterns through
the uttered words. What is equally or
more important is to show through one’s
life how these values can be practiced
and attained.

Formation should touch every aspect of
the life of the formees: For a newly ar-
riving aspirant, the life in the Aspirants
house is a new birth. Here, the life and its
rhythms are different from what he was
accustomed to at home. The communi-
ty life, team work, independent ways of
preparing and arranging one’s bed, study
table, personal effects, community inter-
actions, welcoming guests and visitors,
all these need training, because all these
are to be done in areligious way and not
in the secular way. The initial formation
should be a slow introduction into the
religious way of living and doing which
should characterize the future life of the
formee.

Formation is a constant learning, un-
learning and relearning: The maturity or
perfection at the level of aspirancy is not
the maturity and perfection expected
at novitiate level and again these at the
novitiate level are not the ones expected
from a student of philosophy or theolo-
gy. The methods, the procedures and the
targets have to be refashioned at every
stage of formation in matters of time ta-
ble, spiritual exercises and interactions.

The formators should be well adapted to
these shifting emphasises and should not
keep formees always infantile.

Respect Principle of Graduality: The
Principle of graduality means things are
learnt gradually. Introduce materials for
study as well as methods of prayer grad-
ually, not all at a time. | have seen the
problem of not respecting the principle
of graduality in the lives of certain form-
ators. Don't introduce all the prayers in
the first year itself. There are Aspirants’
houses where the aspirants are to pray
many novenas, Marian rosary, Mercy ro-
sary, etc. Too many prayers are not need-
ed at initial formation level. Canonical
prayers, except the morning prayers, and
meditation are to be introduced only in
the Novitiate.

Formators not by choice, but by force:
A major fall out of our formation pro-
gramme is that formators occupy their
chair not by choice but by force except
in the cases of our major study houses,
for which there would be bidders. This
happens because a formator’s job, which
is tedious, requiring 24-hours vigilance,
and which does not provide for holidays,
free times, or scope for visits of other
places, and which makes one miss many
celebrations is not adequately appreci-
ated and acknowledged in our congrega-
tion. They are destined to remain out of
limelight, whereas, Superiors, Principals
and Directors of centres enjoy all these.

The Stage of Philosophy - a Crossroad:
There is an unnoticed crisis when a nov-
ice begins the philosophy course. From
the safe, secluded, protected and over
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caring environment of novitiate, one sud-
denly plunges into a sea like atmosphere
of freedom, free-time, friends, possibil-
ities, non-intervention by rectors, and
clashes of ideologies. The experience
is like old wine being poured into new
wineskins. This is a time when fissures
occur in the identity consciousness of
the young brothers. It is equivalent of
the adolescent crisis that we speak of in
psychology, where adolescents either
succeed in identity formation or collapse
in identity confusion. Masters should try
to introduce the young brothers gradual-
ly into the free atmosphere of the major
seminary.

Formation in Spiritual Exercises: In our
system today, the products of our 14-
year formation are sometimes, no differ-
ent from ordinary people in the matter of
spiritual power and in their capacity for
spiritual persuasion. The major reason
for this sad situation is that the seminar-
ians do not become prayerful and grace-
filled persons, even as they spend too
much time saying prayers. Not enough
formation is given with respect to how
to pray. What is emphasised, demanded
and supervised is only the presence of
the seminarian in the chapel at appoint-
ed times. If the seminarians are present
in the chapel punctually, the formation is
considerd progressing well and the form-
ator is satisfied. What the seminarian is
doing sitting in the chapel is not his con-
cern. What is taking place is only a dis-
ciplinary formation, not spiritual forma-
tion. Spiritual formation should be given
in such a way that the formee begins to
love prayer.
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Formation in Liturgy: Celebration is an
essential part of our social life. Growth in
the feeling of communion and communi-
ty demand that people come together to
celebrate and merry make occasionally.
The same is true with our faith life. Faith
life needs celebrations. The Eucharist is
the best celebration of our faith life. Just
as celebrations energise and revitalize
our life, the Eucharist should energise our
entire life. Liturgy should get the pride of
place in our formation programme. This
presupposes meaningful celebration of
the Eucharist with proper unction, awe,
elements of festivities, and attention to
the rubrics that help retain the sense
of the mystery with regard to Eucha-
ristic celebration. Students who come
freshly from homes have an archetypal
consciousness of solemn celebrations in
their parish churches. Students should
get the feel that liturgy is of paramount
importance in our life, not through en-
forcement through disciplinary means
but through the liturgy itself. It would
be ideal if there is marked difference be-
tween the celebrations on Sundays and
ferial days.

Mission-Oriented Formation: Mission
is now seen as an adjunct. The topic or
the conversation on mission suddenly
begins when someone needs to be sent
to a mission land after ordination. This is
counter-formative. The formation itself
should be missionary. Mission should be
the essential dimension of formation.
The formation is for mission or evange-
lization, for the church exists in order to
evangelize. Mission and evangelization
should be concepts that a seminarian



hears from Day One onwards.

Mission should not be presented to the
candidates as something that is to be
done in a faraway land, in a missionary
land at the end of their religious and
priestly formation. Mission or evangeli-
zation should be presented and taught
as the central dimension of Christian life
and of any church activity. Mission means
making Jesus and his Gospel known to
others. It is to be done all through one’s
life: through conversations, interactions,
professional life, ministries, business
dealings, etc. That is to say every activity,
such as, education, social work, or health
ministry, should be done in a missionary
spirit. All these activities are means to
proclaim Jesus and his message of love,
and mercy. Everything we do should have
an evangelizing touch.

The opposite of missionary formation is
formation for maintenance, maintenance
of church institutions, and maintenance
of the status quo of the church. That will
be like family people entering into busi-
ness to run their own families.

Formation to achieve emotional maturity:
Learning to handle emotions and solve
problems intelligently is an important
step in achieving emotional maturity. A
young person may be a bundle of feelings
like, anger, jealousy, and sensual attach-
ments. It is very important that students
are adequately taught how to keep their
minds and hearts free of such poisons;
how to neutralize them as and when they
are produced in the psyche. The relation-
ship to the opposite gender is another di-
mension of crucial importance. A healthy

relationship with the opposite gender
presupposes two things: self-confidence
and a detached mind. In the absence of
self-confidence or when the mind is de-
luded in desire, our body and mind turn
to defence mechanisms. It is seen that in
many of our mission stations, our rela-
tionship with religious sisters, even when
it starts on a sweet note, soon turns sour.
And it ends up on either of the two ex-
tremes: Indifference or domination, both
of which are the products of our feelings
of identity confusion and insecurity.

Forming New Gen children: Wide spread
sharing of anxieties and fears are heard
in the formation circles regarding the
nature of the new generation children,
that they are difficult to be formed, they
have less inclination to religious life, etc.
But one should remember that the com-
plaints against the generation next are
not a new thing. Such complaints were
there even in the times of Sri Buddha
and Socrates. Let’s hear one lamentation
by Socrates, “The children now love luxu-
ry; they have bad manners, contempt for
authority; they show disrespect for elders
and love chatter in place of exercise. Chil-
dren are now tyrants, not the servants of
their households. They no longer rise when
elders enter the room. They contradict their
parents, chatter before company, gobble up
dainties at the table, cross their legs, and
tyrannize their teachers.” (https://www.
goodreads.com/quotes/63219-the-chil-
dren-now-love-luxury-they-have-bad-
manners-contempt). Today’s formees are
sure to make the same comments after
50 years, “We cannot understand today’s
generation”. Every new generation is un-
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intelligible for the previous generation. A
complaint based on the generation gap is
only a myth.

Smart Phones to Seminarians? Wide-
spread discussions are going on whether
to allow smart phones in seminaries. The
points raised in favour are the follow-
ing: (a) the scholastics are coming from
a world where smart phones are part of
everyday life, (b) they were using the in-
strument during regency, if so, why deny
it in the theology course?, (c) during the
corona season smart phones were sub-
stituting class rooms. Students were
so much accustomed to it. Then should
we deny it once they enter seminaries?
There is no denying the fact of the useful-
ness and smartness of smart phones and
the efficiency it can bring into our minis-
tries. The question is not its usefulness.
We should approach the problematique
from the point of view of the need. What
is the need of smart phone for a seminar-
ian living in a seminary? Does he need to
contact so many sources? Or do many
other people have to contact him while
he is in seminary? Does the teaching pro-
cess depend much on on-line materials
that everyone needs a personal instru-
ment? If there is a real need, let us allow
it. Otherwise, why give smart phones just
to keep in the drawer, especially in view
of the dangers of their misuse, and the
cost of payments? Perhaps, we can solve
the issue by keeping a few such phones
for common usage in common places and
fitting our libraries with sufficient inter-
net facilities.

Formation for Interior Change: Ultimate-
ly, formation should result in interior
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change. When | evaluate our formation
through the key of interior change three
imageries come to my mind.

° An unopened coconut: In this
model, the formee remains an unopened
coconut which is carried through all the
stages of formation in all the places. That
means the inside remains the same: the
same level of good and bad that was
there in the heart when one entered the
seminary.

° The Pebble model: The second is
the imagery of beautiful pebbles by the
river side. This imagery has been devel-
oped by Jawaharlal Nehru in one of his
letters from jail to his daughter Indira
Gandhi. Nehru sought the attention of
his daughter to the round, smooth-sur-
faced, and shining pebbles seen at the
river side. Had they always been so? No,
after flowing for many years through the
water, and beating against the river sides
or other rocks and stones all of its sharp
edges get levelled and it attains a smooth
and round shape. And depending on the
chemical combinations of the water it
gets different colours as well.

But what is in the inside of the pebble? It
is the same rock it was before thousands
of years. All the changes have occurred
in the outer surface, not inside. Outer
surface has become beautiful; the inside
remains the same rough rock.

° The Apostle Model: What we need
is the Apostle model. The Apostles were
just ordinary people like anybody else,
rash, hasty, timid, ambitious, reactionary,
etc. But once their formation was over
by the arrival of the Holy Spirit, they be-



came totally changed people interiorly.
They were no more the timid or ambi-
tious people, but were courageous, com-
mitted and full of spirit ready to die for
Christ and his Gospel.

Wide Gap between Seminary days and
Post-Ordination life: Our expectations
from seminarians are high: let them be
disciplined, frugal, simple, obedient,
hardworking, prayerful, contemplative,
mystical and what not! But the contrast
is that the point of ordination draws the
border line. These values are not con-
cerns thereafter. Our scholastics very
well know it, so they adjust and adapt to
pass safely through the green channel. It
should strike us that we are all in the pro-
cess of on-going formation. The spirit of
the seminary timetable - the emphasis
on prayer, study, reading, manual work

B2lop30p3Bv0

—

and physical exercises - should guide us
all through our life.

Periodic Updating of Formators: A year-
ly gathering of all the formators - the
rectors of aspirants’ houses and study
houses, novice masters, section masters
in study houses, Provincials - with inputs
from formators of other religious con-
gregations as well as experts from man-
agement schools can do a great lot to up-
date our formation programme.

| was just emphasizing what we can do
from the side of the formators to improve
the standards of formation. It doesn’t
mean that everything is well on the part
of the formees. But there is no need of
blaming them, as formation is the period
of discernment. B
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How/Correct

[cﬂl'l'llm]
are/our

Fr. Sebastian Athappilly

It is now a year after the latest elections
in our congregation. It would be in place
and salutary to review and reconsider
certain practices happening during our
elections since a few years. One such
practice is that under the pretext of a
harmonious team-work the elected au-
thority concerned personally asks for
his Councillors and also the auditor! The
members of the synaxis are then expect-
ed to fulfil the desire, and in case you do
not know this, the agents/king makers

tell you bluntly the expected names on
entering the election hall, supply you a
note with the proposed names on it or a
slip among the members in the hall im-
mediately before the election. This can
happen not merely in support of the pref-
erences of the chief official concerned;
it can also happen as a concerted move
against it!

Although a good team-work is every-
where ideal, it should not be at the cost of
values of democracy. The Councillors are
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there not merely tosay yes and Amen, but
to show the various aspects of an issue in
an atmosphere of open and frank discus-
sion. After the election has taken place
the religious spirituality of the members
should enable them to work and cooper-
ate as a team. Team-work does not, how-
ever, mean either that there should not
be any different opinion, or that always
there should be unanimous opinion on an
issue. Team-work mainly means that the
members work with a single objective
in mind and view, namely, the long term
good of the institute. No preconceived
agenda, no plan to impose one’s own ide-
ology! The sole aim ought to be the vision
and mission given in the Constitutions.

Recently ArundhatiRoy, the noted author
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of The God of Small Things, the novel

that won her the Booker Prize in 1997,
rightly writes in her appeal to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi that an “Oppo-
sition-mukt democracy... is known as a
tyranny”.

Regarding the system of collecting the
ballot papers and counting the results,
a considerable number of our members
have apprehension. All the requests to
change the system to a better system
of fair and strict monitoring were coun-
tered and rejected by a few pointing out
that we should trust our authorities. It is
precisely because the authorities were
found to be not trustworthy that this
complaint was raised! What use is then
again appealing to trust? Trust is some-
thing that one has to command and not
demand! Frankly admitting the cases of
planned or unplanned illegal balloting
and counting, we should have adopted
transparent as well as stringent meas-
ures to remedy it, instead of repeating
the lame cry to trust! It is a well known
principle that against facts there is no ar-
gument. The plain cases of manipulation
in the counting of ballots clearly prove
the impossibility to trust! If trustworthi-
ness is once lost, it is impossible to regain
it by appealing to authority and demand-
ing that you should trust. To avoid any
tint of unnecessary or even warranted
suspicion in this regard, it would be bet-
ter to adopt the fair and transparent
means suggested by the grieved mem-
bers. Suppressing their request creates
more suspicion! l



Fr.Jacob Peenikaparambil

Fr. Stan Swamy may be the most known
Christian in India after Mother There-
sa and the Christian who got the largest
media coverage, even more than Mother
Theresa got, because of his incarceration
in jail for about 9 months and the utter
failure of the criminal justice system to
dojustice to an 84 year old man suffering
from Parkinson disease and other infir-
mities.

All prominent newspapers like The Times
of India, The Indian Express and The Hin-
du wrote editorials after his death and
published a number of articles written
by well known journalists, academicians,
retired Supreme Court and High Court

L sssons fo Learn

Nine Inspirational Messages from the Life of

Fr. Stan Swamy for the
Church in India

judges and intellectuals. The Frontline
and the Outlook magazines have carried
a number of articles on Fr. Stan Swamy.

News channels like NDTV also provided
good coverage with discussions involving
prominent personalities from different
fields. Ten opposition leaders submitted
amemorandum to the president with the
request to conduct an enquiry into the
death of Fr. Stan Swamy.

The Bombay High Court, while hearing
posthumously the appeals filed by late
Stan Swamy in the Elgar Parishad-Maoist
links case, on Monday July 19 said he was
a wonderful person and the court had
“great respect” for his work.
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More than Fr. Stan Swamy’s Christian
identity, his commitment to human
rights and his tireless efforts to study
and analyse the situation of the Tribals of
Jharkhand in view of their empowerment
were the main reasons for his apprecia-
tion.

The Christian community in India can
definitely be proud of Fr. Stan for what
he was and what contribution he made
to the people of India. While many mis-
sionaries, who dedicated their lives for
the development of the underprivileged
groups, were accused of conversion
Fr. Stan was accused as a terrorist having
connections with the Maoists.

Jesus had foretold about the challeng-
es his disciples would have to face when
they walk in the path shown by him and
adhere to his core teachings. Fr. Stan
Swamy paid the price for being a genuine
disciple of Jesus. Fr. Stan has left a lega-
cy with many lessons for the Churches in
India.

1) The first lesson the leaders of various
Churches in India can learn from Fr. Stan
Swamy is his honesty and integrity. Many
write ups on Fr. Stan Swamy highlighted
his integrity. Although the NIA framed
him in a case linking him with Maoist,
he never compromised with his commit-
ment to the use of non-violent means for
achieving his goals. He was fully commit-
ted to the core values of Indian Constitu-
tion. Many individuals, who had worked
with Fr. Stan Swamy, have given testimo-
nies that Stan Swamy never supported
any violent means.

In the words of Mari Marcel Thekaekara,
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“Stan Swamy and the Adivasis he sup-
ports in an impossible battle for their
own ancestral lands are tiny pawns pit-
ted against mammoth mining companies.
Falsely branding activists as Maoists is
the easiest way to condemn them and to
enable vested interests to finish them off.
Since Fr. Stan was working in the tribal
areas of Jharkhand where Maoists are
also active, it was convenient for the NIA
to brand him as a Maoist.

Often heads of institutions are tempted
to compromise with honesty and integri-
ty to safeguard the interests of their in-
stitutions by adopting unethical means.
Fr. Stan reminds the church leaders at all
levels not to compromise with the core
values of Jesus, particularly honesty and
integrity, even if they have to pay a heavy
price.

2) Another lesson is that Jesus’ call to his
followers is to become disciples and not
to be satisfied with becoming devotees.
A disciple is focused on living the values
of Jesus and continuing his mission in the
context he/she lives. On the other hand a
devotee is often satisfied with worship-
ping Jesus.

Fr. Stan followed Jesus of Nazareth. Je-
sus was concerned about the integral
liberation of people. Jesus invited peo-
ple to follow his new way based on love,
forgiveness, compassion, justice and re-
specting the dignity of all without any
discrimination. Fr. Stan invites the fol-
lowers of Jesus to focus on following the
way of Jesus and giving witness to the
values of Jesus as he did in his life. Ma-
hatma Gandhi often challenged the mis-



sionaries of his time to live the teachings
of Jesus rather than preaching about Je-
sus. His advice to them was to become a
rose flower that attracts people through
its beauty and fragrance.

3) Compassion should lead to empow-
erment. Fr. Stan Swamy had compassion
for the Adivasis, who were exploited,
whose resources like water, forest and
land were taken away by the state and
the non-state actors and whose human
rights were grossly violated. His com-
passion motivated him to empower them
through awareness creation and organiz-
ing them to fight for their rights.

The Churches in India cannot be satisfied
with charitable works for the poor, which
they have been doing for centuries. Along
with the works of charity more focus
should be on removing the root causes
that keep the poor in a vicious circle for
generations. Jesus healed some people
suffering from dreaded disease mainly
to restore their human dignity. As a re-
sult of their disease like leprosy people
were ostracized from the community and
they were discriminated against. Physi-
cal healing led to their reintegration into
the society and restoration of their hu-
man dignity. Even now in some Christians
communities caste discriminations prac-
ticed and the leaders are not able to put
anend to it.

When the human rights of the poor are
violated Christians in India should not
remain silent. The prophetic role of the
Christians demands to take the side of
the poor whose rights are violated ei-
ther by the state or non-state actors.

Often Christians are silent on the face of
injustice to the poor and the minorities
because of the fear of backlash from the
government on their institutions.

Fr. Stan Swamy reminds priests and con-
secrated women and men the need for
a paradigm shift from service providers
to leaders, animators and facilitators, if
they are to be effective in an atmosphere
where they have to face huge challenges.

4) Stan Swamy had clarity of his vision
and mission. He evolved his vision and
mission through observation, study, anal-
ysis and contemplation. His courage and
passion for fighting for the rights of Ad-
ivasis emerged from his personal vision
and mission based on the teachings of
Jesus. The priests and women and men
Religious are to be helped to evolve their
personal vision and mission during their
formation and revisit them periodically
taking into account the new challenges
emerging in society.

5) Following the example of Jesus, Stan
Swamy was with the people, understood
their problems from close quarters and
experienced the consequences of their
problems. In fact, he became the salt of
the Adivasi community by involving in
the issues of his people.

Often many priests and consecrated
women and men are confined to their
institutions and busy with their admin-
istration. Hence they are not available to
the people. Because of their alienation
from the people they are not able to un-
derstand the problems facing the people
and help them in their struggles. Priests
and nuns are to be motivated and trained
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to get involved in the issues of the people
during their formation. Then they will be
able to make people and their needs their
topmost priority. ‘People ahead of sched-
ules’ will be their motto.

6) Stan Swamy had deep knowledge of
people, issues, laws etc. He was a con-
tinuous learner. In 2010 he published a
book titled, Jail Mein Band Qaidiyon ka
Sach (The Truth of those Imprisoned in
Jail). It exposed the arbitrary and unlaw-
ful arrests of tribal youths with alleged
links to the Naxal Movement. In his book,
he highlighted that the average monthly
income of the 97 percent of these trib-
al households was less than Rs. 5000.
Hence they could not afford to hire law-
yers to take up their cases.

The socio-economic development proj-
ects for the underprivileged groups un-
dertaken by the Churches and religious
congregations need thorough study
about the situation of the people. They
should aim at finding solutions to the
root causes rather than treating the
symptoms. Work with the people also re-
quires continuous learning about the is-
sues affecting the people. The candidates
for priesthood and religious life should
develop the habit of reading newspapers,
news magazines and books and analysing
socio-political issues

7) Despite being a soft spoken person, Fr.
Stan Swamy was an effective communi-
cator. He was proficient in the language
of the people. He had excellent reading
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and writing skills. One of the serious
drawbacks of many priests and Religious
that prevent them from engaging with
people is their lack of proficiency in the
local language. In order to influence and
motivate people, mastery in the language
of the people is essential.

8) Fr. Stan was among the Tribals of
Jharkhand for more than 30 years. He
built a strong bond with them because
of his continued presence for a long time
among the people of the area. Without
building relationships with the people
the disciples of Jesus will not be able to
influence them. Building relationships is
along term process.

9) Fr. Stan was a spiritual person. A spir-
itual person focuses on practicing the
spiritual values like love, compassion, for-
giveness, justice, respecting the dignity
of all human beings and being concerned
about nature and sustainable use of its
resources. He/she does not follow blind
faith, but uses critical thinking. Spiritu-
al persons have extraordinary courage,
compassion and commitment. Fr. Stan
invites the disciples of Jesus to become
spiritual persons following the way of Je-
sus of Nazareth.

The widespread media coverage for
Fr. Stan has highlighted his contribution
to empower the underprivileged groups
by championing the cause of justice and
human rights. Let Fr. Stan Swamy inspire
hundreds of disciples of Jesus to follow
the prophetic way of Jesus of Nazareth.
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Kick Around Fr. Senjo
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No Worries

I am
always
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LITURGY IN INDIA
Author: Dr. Francis Kanichikattil CMI

It is the Firm Tradition of the Church that St. Thomas brought
the ‘good news’ to the people of India in the first century itself.
He celebrated the EUCHARIST with the people of india in
their culture and heritage. St. Thomas is the Apostle of India.
Divine Liturgy is the centre of Christian Life, the fount from
which the power of the Church springs. India is a land of di-
verse Religions, cultures and languages. Plurality is the herit-
age of the land. Yet there is a ‘Unity in the Diversity’ which is
the key to the success of the Nation. We need a liturgy very
well inculturated in the religious tradition of India.

SEARCH w
LITURGY IN INDIA
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VATICAN NEWS

Vatican releases Synod Preparatory
Document

The General Secretariat for the Synod of
Bishops presents the base text and hand-
book to guide the journey of the Synod
on Synodality. The solemn opening of the
Synod will take place in Rome on October
9-10, and in the particular Churches on
October 17; and will conclude in the Vati-
can in 2023 with the assembly of bishops
from around the world.

New British Ambassador to Holy See

Christopher Trott, New British Ambas-
sador to Holy See, is received in the Vati-
can to present his Letters of Credence to
Pope Francis, accrediting him as British
Ambassador to the Holy See.

Vatican unveils official image for 10t
World Meeting of Families

The official image for the upcoming
World Meeting of Families has been
released. Produced by Fr. Marko lvan
Rupnik, the image is dedicated to the
Wedding at Cana. The eagerly awaited
10th World Meeting of Families will take
place in Rome from 22 to 26 June 2022,
after the event was postponed due to the
coronavirus pandemic.

Holy See granted permanent observer
status at WHO

The WHO's 74t World Health Assembly
adopted a resolution, granting the Holy
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See a non-Member State Observer sta-
tus. It is a proof of the Church’s involve-
ment and commitment to issues concern-
ing the human family.

Pope approves 7 new invocations to
Litany of St. Joseph

On the feast of St. Joseph the Worker, 1
May, 7 new invocations to the Litany of
St. Joseph were added, by the Vatican
Congregation for Divine Worship and
the Discipline of the Sacraments. The
initiative comes during the Year of St. Jo-
seph which Pope Francis declared from
8 December 2020, to 8 December 2021.
The new invocations, originally in Latin,
are as follows: Guardian of the Redeem-
er, Servant of Christ, Minister of salva-
tion, Support in difficulties, Patron of ex-
iles, Patron of the afflicted and Patron of
the poor.

Pope Francis in Budapest for the 1t leg
of Apostolic Visit

Pope Francis reached Budapest, Hunga-
ry on 12 September, kicking off the first
leg of his 34th apostolic visit abroad.
The Apostolic Nuncio to Hungary, Arch-
bishop Michael Blume and the Hungari-
an Ambassador to the Holy See, Eduard
Habsburg-Lothringen welcomed him.
Before presiding at the closing Mass of
the 52nd International Eucharistic Con-
gress, the Pope will be received by the
President, Janos Ader, and by the Prime
Minister, Viktor Orban.
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Il CMI PRIOR GENERAL'S HOUSE, KAKKANAD IS

Prior General’s Day

Prior General’s Day was celebrated in a
fitting manner at Chavara Hills on July
3, 2021. The celebrations began with
solemn Holy Mass by Rev. Fr. Prior Gen-
eral along with eucharistic community
at Chavara Hills. Moreover, Provincials,
novices and many fathers and brothers
joined in the online celebration of the Pri-
or General’s Day in the evening.

Academic Inauguration and
Orientation

The academic inauguration and orienta-
tion programme of the Samanvaya The-

ology College was held online on July
5,2021.Rev. Fr. Prior General stressed on
the new challenges of our mission in the
changing scenario and the need to get
updated in every aspect of formation. Fr
Davis Varayilan CMI, Rector, briefed the
context and plan of the academic year.

CMI-CMC General Team Meet

CMC Mother General and councilors
joined Chavara Hills on July 11, 2021,
for a sharing and mutual appreciation of
the CMI-CMC association in different
apostolic missions. CMI Prior General
and General councilors also visited CMC
Generalate on 15t August. The friendly
visits strengthened the collaboration and
collective efforts of both Congregations.

Renewal Programme: Animator’s Meet

A zoom meeting of the animators for
the renewal programme of the South-
ern Provinces was held on 22" July. The
themes and the procedures of the re-
newal programme were discussed in the
meeting. Fr Prior General gave the ori-
entation address and Fr Vicar General
explained the guidelines of the renewal
programme.

Inauguration of the Golden Jubilee:
CMI Bijnor Mission

Inaugurationof the Golden Jubilee of CMI
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Mission in Bijnor was held online on July
26, 2021. During the inaugural message
Fr Prior General highlighted the contri-
butions of the CMls in the Bijnor mission
for spread of the Gospel of Christ. Fr
Benny Thettayil CMI, Provincial, recalled
the hard-work of the CMI fathers in de-
veloping the mission during the past 50
years.

Renewal 2021: Orientation
Programme

Online orientation sessions of the Re-
newal Programme 2021 were held on
August 13 and 14. General Councilors,
Provincials, animators from the provinc-
es. participated in the meeting. Fr Prior
General inaugurated the programme and
then nine resource persons presented
their papers on various topics based on
the major thrusts of GS 38.

Golden Jubilee of CMI Missions

An online planning session of the Provin-
cials of CMI missions that are celebrating
the golden Jubilee namely, Jagdalpur,
Rajkot and Bijnor Provinces, Provincials
of their mother provinces, Rectors of
Samanvaya, Darsana, etc. was organized
from the Generalate on 15% August. Fr
Vicar General and Fr Lawrence Padama-
dan CMI moderated the discussions.

Onam Celebration

Onam 2021 was celebrated with all the
staff members of PG House on Friday, 20
August 2021. The celebration, which was
arranged in the dining hall started with
the message of Rev. Fr Prior General. Rev.
Fr Prior General motivated all to see the
future with hope and passion and invited
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all to create a society of equality and fra-
ternity. The celebrations were concluded
by Onam Sadya and various Onakkalikal.

Committee Meeting

A meeting of the committee to study the
different aspects of Darsana Institute
of Philosophy, Wardha was held at Pri-
or General House on August 21, 2021.
Along with General Council, Fr George
Kulangara CMI, Rector, Fr Francis Ay-
karaparambil, Dean, Fr Joshy Pazhuk-
kathara CMI, Benny Nalkara CMI, Pro-
vincials participated in the meeting.

Gathering of Australian Missionaries

An online meeting of the CMI fathers
working in Australia was held on 25t Au-
gust. Fr. Prior General appreciated them
for the committed missionary activities
they are doing in Australia. Rev. Fr Jo-
seph Pullanappillil CMI was felicitated
in the meeting for his 25 years of selfless
service in Australia.

Webinar: Chavara Cultural Centre,
Delhi

Under the leadership of Fr. Roby Kan-
nanchira CMI, Chavara Cultural Centre,
Delhi commenced its activities with a
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webinar on the topic, “Celebrating Di-
versity: The Role of Religion in Promot-
ing Peace and Harmony in the Society”
on 25% August. The Webinar was inau-
gurated by His Grace Archbishop Felix
Machado (Secretary General, CBCI) and
presided over by Rev. Fr Thomas Chath-
amparampil CMI (Prior General). Rev. Fr
Martin Mallathu, General Councillor for
Education and Media and the represent-
atives from different major religions also
spoke in the Webinar.

CMI Educators Conclave-2

On 29 August, CMI General Department
of Education and Media in collaboration
with Christ (Deemed to be University),
Bengaluru organized the CMI Educators
Conclave-2 on the theme of “Challeng-
es of School Administration during the
Pandemic”. Rev. Fr Prior General deliv-

ered the benedictory address. Dr. Ashi-
ta Raveendran from NCERT, New Delhi
gave the key note address. Ms. Manju
Balasubramanyam and Fr Mathew Ka-
reethra CMl were the respondents in the
webinar.

Canonical Visitation of Rev. Fr Prior
General

Despite the uncertainties of COVID-19,
Rev. Fr Prior General started his canoni-
cal visitation in the Southern Provinces.
He conducted his visitation in St Joseph'’s
Province, Trivandrum, St Joseph’s Prov-
ince, Kottayam, Sacred Heart Province,
Kochi, Carmel Province, Muvattupuzha,
and Devamatha Province, Thrissur and
St. Thomas Province, Kozhikode The vis-
itation included personal conferences
with Fr Prior General, superiors’ meet
and GC-PC meeting.

When diseases, trials

and difficulties
face you,

resign yourselves
to the will of God

St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara
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l ST CHAVARA VICE PROVINCE, BHAVNAGAR N

Schools reopen

Even as the new academic year has
dawned, there is no respite to the Covid
Pandemic. So, this year too, the schools
began in the online mode, with the open-
ing ceremonies. Since there is some de-
crease in the infections, from the middle
of July, offline classes were begun for
the High School section, as per the gov-
ernment notification. Even amidst these
adverse circumstances, our institutions
are determined to provide the best edu-
cation to the students in every possible
way. Our staff members are also cooper-
ative in these efforts.

Cyclone Tauktae

Cyclone Tauktae affected a few of our
centres with some damages including
weeks long power cuts.

Transfers

Fr. Joseph Uppumackal has joined the
Provincial House community after his
commendable service in the village Dol-
ti. Fr. Noble Manakandathil, who was the
assistant director of Visamo has taken
charge of the Dolti station. Fr. Libin Thek-
kumkattil took charge as therector of the
aspirants and Fr. Robin Velluthuruthiyil
has gone to Bangalore to pursue German
language studies.
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New Rector

Fr.Libin Thekkumkattil took charge asthe
rector of the aspirants on 3 July 2021.
Fr. Robin Velluthuruthiyil former rector,
was accorded farewell on 12t July with
a solemn Mass and a sumptuous dinner.
Devashish is blessed with four new aspir-
ants: one from Kerala and the other three
from Chattisgarh. The academic year was
inaugurated on 31°t July 2021.

Covid Relief Programmes

Under the aegis of the Social Apostolate
Department, the flagship programme
“Chavara Annakshetra” continues the
food distribution every evening to the
people in need. In addition the depart-
ment is also distributing provisions kits
to a few people around our institutions
who are struggling without jobs for the
last three months. Humble effort from
our side, but a great help for those peo-

ple.
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HMAR THOMA PROVINCE, CHANDA IS

Webinar on Safe Environment

The Department of Education and Me-
dia of the Marthoma Province, Chanda
organized a webinar on “CMI policy for
the protection of children and vulnerable
adults & CMl policy for the prevention of
sexual harassment at workplace” in our
institutions and houses for all the pro-
fessed members of the province. The in-
tention of the webinar was to give aware-
ness on these two policies.

Rev. Dr. Benny Tharakunnel CMI, and
Rev. Dr. Benny Mukalel CMI were the re-
source persons.

Distribution of Grocery Kits

To support the poor families, Carmel
Academy, Armori took aninitiative to dis-

B MARY MATHA PROVINCE, HYDERABAD N

The Week of Our Lord’s Passion and
Resurrection

We celebrated the Holy week com-
memorating the triumphant Entry of
our Lord into Jerusalem, institution of
the Holy Eucharist, passion, death and
resurrection of Our Lord. The Palm Sun-
day Eucharist was celebrated by Fr. Jaic
Francis, Councillor for Social Work and
Health care. Maundy Thursday liturgy
and the Eucharist was celebrated by Fr.
George Kallukalayil, Vicar Provincial and
concelebrated by all our fathers residing
in the Provincial House campus. We had
breaking of the bread in which Fr. Pro-
vincial led the prayer and distributed the
Paschal bread.

tribute grocery packets to hundreds of
people. It was really a help for the needy
people. The school principal Fr. Bijo Vel-
loothottathil CMI took the initiative to
distribute the grocery packets.

The Good Friday’s passion service was of-
ficiated by Fr. Tijo Chirayakandath, Rec-
tor of Aspirants. We had a solemn Way of
the Cross along our campus. The Parish
community of Bellampalli also had their
passion service in our Ashram Chapel.
Holy Saturday Eucharist was celebrated
in the morning by Fr. Thomas Chittetu,
Councillor for Finance. Rev. Fr. Provincial
was the main celebrant of the Easter Vig-
il Mass. In his homily, Fr. Provincial asked
us to look beyond the tomb.

New Waves in Marian Voice

The Sunday and the Solemn Feast Day’s
Holy Eucharistic Celebration is being tel-
ecasted online on our You Tube Channel
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“Marian Voice.” There are many viewers
for the Holy Mass.

Sincere Thanks and Hearty Welcome

Fr. Jaic Chitettu has been appointed as
the new Prefect of the Provincial House.
We are immensely grateful for the ser-
vice rendered by Fr. John Kunnel.

Bro. Jerin Thekekuttu and Jeethu
Panackal, our regents, left for their next
stage of formation from the Provincial
House. We sincerely thank them for their
selfless service. Bro. Phillips Chalakkal
has taken charge as the new regent of the
provincial house.

New Gear in Evangelization

The long awaited dream of our province
to have its own digital studio has final-
ly been realized. A new studio has been
inaugurated in our Provincial House to
gear our evangelization and pastoral
commitment.

It’'s Raining Mangoes

This year we had a shower of mangoes.
Deacon Melbin showed his creativity,
with the help of other brothers, by mak-
ing many delicious products like jam,
juice, thera, etc out of mangoes. We also
distributed mangoes to all our houses
and our close associated in and around
Bellamapalli.

Campus Tidings

The project to renovate our pond and
construct a bird cage is nearing its com-
pletion. We are constructing a new ap-
proach road from the National highway
toour Provincial House and to the school.
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Final Profession

On 31st May 2021, Bro. Sanoop Joseph
professed his perpetual commitment to
serve God and His people inthe CMI Con-
gregation. We had a solemn Eucharistic
celebration presided over by Bp. Joseph
Kunnath and the homily was preached
by Fr. Jins Varacheril. We also had a small
family gathering in the evening in the
shade of the mango grooves.

Visit of Darsana staff

We were blessed with the presence of
the faculty from Darsana institute of
Philosophy, Wardha in our provincial
house on 15 of June 2021. It was a
time of relishing old memories for the
fathers as most of them had their no-
vitiate formation in Anudhavana. We
were also blessed with the presence of
Fr. Varghese Puthuparambil CMI, the
Proto Syncellus of the diocese of Chan-
da. On the next day, they visited Anudha-
vana, Abhayam and the Bishop’s house.

Blessing and Inauguration of Teachers
Hostel

The blessing and inauguration of the ren-
ovated hostel at Jeevadan High School
Yellareddy for teachers from other states
took place on 4t of June 2021. Fr. Provin-
cial inaugurated the renovated hostel
and Fr. Thomas Perumtharayil, the parish
priest and the director of the Jeevadan
Bhavan blessed the building.

St. Thomas School, Rampur

The construction of the school building
which was halted in March 2020 due to
the pandemic Covid-19 and other finan-
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cial constraints was resumed in the first
week of May 2021. The compound wall
construction is also under way.

We have been running online classes for
the students from September 1, 2020.

Humanitarian Response to Covid-19

The Second Wave of Covid-19 in India
has been devastating.

The Jeevadan Seva Samaj (JSS) Social
Service Society is continuously in sup-
port of people, reaching out to the fami-
lies affected with Covid-19 moving from
place to place to help and support the
most underprivileged and vulnerable
people. We had identified deserving fam-
ilies from different areas to be supported
during the pandemic.

Jeevadan Seva Samaj (JSS) was able to
provide food for over 30 Covid patients
in Area Hospital, Bellampally on 30" May
2021. The beneficiaries were grateful
and thanked the team for providing them
a heart filling treat during this period of
immense suffering.

Under the banner of Jeevadan Seva Sa-
maj (JSS) the social work and health care
department of Mary Matha Province,
Hyderabad distributed food kits to the
families residing in Kottapalli on 25th
May 2021. Many families were even
struggling to get a square meal each day.
Food kits were distributed to each family.
This kind gesture was deeply appreciat-
ed by the families.

Jeevadan Seva Samaj (JSS) helped a boy
named master Rushi who needed Endo-
scopic Pancreatic duct stent placement.
The child was given monetary aid in re-

placing the stent that was placed in his
pancreas. The doctors say that the boy is
healthy now.

A girl of 5 years named Bernadita Geethi-
ka was helped by Jeevadan Seva Samaj
(JSS). She is a resident of Dignoor village
of the Adilabad District, Telangana. She
has been suffering from mental retarda-
tion and her 1Q level is below 20. She is
being treated at Rajiv Gandhi Institute of
Medical Science, Adilabad. JSS came to
the family’s help and provided the child
with all the necessary medications and
the instruments that would make the
child’s life a little better.

Province Day Celebrations

The Province Day of this year was cele-
brated on the 9t and 10% of July 2021 in
our Provincial house. On the 9t evening,
we had a beautiful talk by Rev. Fr. Benny
Nalkara CMI, provincial of Sacred Heart
Province, Kochi. It was followed by sup-
per and a gathering of all the priests of
our province. Our fathers working out-
side the province territory joined the
meeting on the online platform. On the
next day we had a solemn Holy Eucharis-
tic celebration officiated by Bp. Joseph
Kunnath CMI. Homily was preached by
Deacon Syam Vettikulangara CMI. An
hour of penitential service and Eucharis-
tic adoration was conducted from 9.30
am onwards. Opportunity for confession
was also provided. We had a family gath-
ering from 11 am onwards. The hour was
packed with a lot of fun and games which
were conducted by Bros. Phillips Cha-
lakkal and Tony Alackal, our scholastics
sang a beautiful song and the aspirants
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performed a comedy skit to entertain all.
At the end of the gathering, Fr. Provin-
cial thanked all and distributed Rosary
and Scapular to all the members of the
province. The celebrations ended with an

agape prepared by Deacon Melbin Thom-
as and Bro. Jithin Shaji. It was a time to
celebrate our religious fellowship.

Il SACRED HEART PROVINCE, KOCHI I

Ordination to Diaconate

Four of the brothers- Antu Kaipram-
badan, Lijo Thekkanath, Derin Thenayan
and Tobin Elanjithara- were ordained
deacons on 11 May by Mar Sebastian
Vaniyapurackal. They are appointed in
the parishes for the diaconate ministry.

Feast of Sacred Heart of Jesus

Feast of Sacred Heart of Jesus was cele-
brated solemnly at Provincial House with
the Concelebrated Divine Liturgy. The
day was made more joyous with the Final
Commitment of three of our Bros, name-
ly Bro. Edwin Vattakuzhiyil, Bro. Peter
Nedungadan, Rojan Vattoly and Bro. Bijo
Kavumpuram from Mysore Province.
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Welcome Note

Mr. P Rajiv, Honourable Minister for
Industries, Law and Coir, and the MLA
of Kalamassery visited the Provincial
House on 29t of May and interacted with
the community.

New Buds at Neeleeswaram

In this time of pandemic God has blessed
us with ten candidates. They were wel-
comed at St. John Paul Il Minor Seminary
Neeleeswaram.

To Novitiate

Nine brothers after their training at St.
Josephs Postulants’ Home moved to Car-
mel Novitiate House for their novitiate
training and intense religious experience.

To Thevara

After completing the initial stage of for-
mation at Neeleeswaram seven brothers
moved to St. Josephs’ Postulants Home,
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Thevara for their plus two studies and
formation.

Excellence in Education and Media

The National Assessment and Accredita-
tion Council (NAAC) has given A++ rating
to the Rajagiri College of Social Sciences.
The college had won a Cumulative Grade
Point of 3.83 out of 4. The college won
the highest rating in the fourth cycle of
accreditation in India.

Rajagiri College of Social Science ranked
second best Social Work College in India
by the India Today Rankings, and ranked
Seventh in the country and first in the
state for the second year in succession in
the Education World India Higher Educa-
tion Rankings.

Rajagiri is Ranked Second Best BBA Col-
leges in India and Second in the Southern
Region conducted by the GHRDC, New
Delhi.

Sacred Heart College Thevara ranked 15t
in Arts, Science and Commerce in Ker-
ala and Ranked 22 in Arts, 27 in Science
and 22 in Commerce in all India Ranking
in the India Today Rankings June 2021,
and ranked 13 in India and 3 in Keralain
India’s Top Ranked Private Autonomous
Colleges, in the Education World India
Higher Education Rankings.

The Industry Outlook Magazine Pub-
lished from Bangalore has recognised
Mithradham as one of the Top 10 Energy
&Utility consultants 2021.

Mahatma Gandhi University, Kerala has
adopted the Course on “Entrepreneurial
Education” as an elective for their Mas-
ter of Education (MEd) degree based on

a course plan submitted by the Rajagiri
Media. A pioneering step to bring about
an “entrepreneurial transformation” to
the conduct of education in the country.
Congratulations Fr. Varghese Panthal-
lookaran!

Farewell

Sacred Heart College bid farewell to
Rev. Fr. Prasanth Palakkappilly, the Prin-
cipal. He served the college as Principal
for long 11 years and led from the front
to take the college into new heights in-
cluding the autonomous status. Fr. Jose
Thuravackal has taken the charge of the
principal.

Rev. Sr. Rose Mary CHF who served as
the principal of the Sacred Heart High-
er Secondary School, retired on 31 May
and Fr. Thomson Thekkiniyath has taken
charge as the new principal.

Convocation Ceremony at Rajagiri
Business School

12t Convocation ceremony of Rajagi-
ri Business School was held on 30t July
2021. Fr. Benny Nalkara CMl, Provincial
presided over the function and Dr. V. K.
Saraswat, Chancellor of JNU and mem-
ber NITI Aayog delivered the Convoca-
tion address.
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Webinar

Under the auspices of the Dept. of Ed-
ucation a webinar was conducted on
Wednesday 14 July, 2021 at 5.30 pm for
all the fathers and staff working in the ed-
ucational institutions on the CMI policy
for protection of children and vulnerable
adults and CMl policy for the prevention
of Sexual Harassment at workplace. The
resource person was Rev. Dr. Jose Paul
Edakkalathur, CML.

Rajagiri Santhwanam - Feeling with
the Suffering World

As part of being united with the needy
and suffering people, SH Province, Kochi
initiated a project named “Rajagiri San-
thwanam”. The project consists of a set
of programs such as Ambulance Service,
Food Packet Distribution, Medical Kit
Distribution, Family Adoption, Counsel-
ling, Medical Aid and Santhwanam for
Chellanam. It was coordinated under
Sahrudaya, the social work wing of SH
Province.

Ambulance Service

The blessing and the inauguration cere-
mony of the Ambulance service of Sacred
Heart Province, Kochi was led by Rev. Fr.

Provincial on 6™ August. It will be a free
service to the public to support them in
this critical situation of Covid 19.

Rajagri Cancer Centre

The comprehensive centre built at par
with the global standards was inaugu-
rated by Industries Minister P Rajiv on
Saturday, 7 August in the presence of Fr
Benny Nalkara, CMI, the Provincial. The
centre equipped with cancer diagnostics
facilities along with the treatment by
internationally trained oncologists will
help the patients to receive swift and
precise treatment. The bone marrow
transplant suite in the centre aids in pro-
viding treatment for blood cancer and is
equipped to carry out both autologous
and allogeneic bone marrow transplanta-
tion. Also, the inclusion of the true beam
linear accelerator is another innovative
technology, where patients can receive
radiation therapy in a fast, precise, and
safe manner. With the new technology, it
is now possible to get the therapy done in
over two minutes. In addition to this, the
centre also provides hi-end imaging facil-
ities, including the Endo-bronchial ultra-
sonography.
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B ST PAULS PROVINCE, MYSORE I

PERPETUAL PROFESSION

Bro Nibin Mundunadackal CMI and Bro
Bijo Kavumpuram CMI made their final
commitment on Sunday, 30 May 2021
at Mount Sinai Ashram, Lakkidi, and on
Thursday 03 June 2021 at Sacred Heart
Provincial House, Kalamassery respec-
tively.

VIRTUAL MEETING WITH OUR
FATHERS IN GERMANY

Provincial Superior Fr. Varghese Kelam-
parampil CMI along with Provincial
Councillors and Provincial Auditor con-
ducted an online meeting on Monday,
07 June 2021 with the fathers rendering
their pastoral service in Germany. It was
a good time for all of them to share their
experiences and concerns with the Pro-
vincial council.

FR. AMATUS MEMORIAL LECTURE-02

A webinar on ‘Learning from the Sacred
Heart of Jesus’ was conducted in honour
of Late Rev. Fr. Amatus Kallarackal CMI
on Thursday, 10 June 2021. His Excel-
lency Bp. Mar Sebastian Adayanthrath
(Bishop of Mandya) was the main speak-
er. It was followed by the online Province
gathering in which most of our fathers
have attended. Congratulations Rev. Fr.
George Kalambukattu CMI, Vicar Pro-
vincial for organizing the Webinar.

DIACONATE CEREMONY

Bro. Sinto Karottumalayil CMI received
the Sacred Order of Diaconate from His
Excellency Mar Sebastian Adayanthrath
(Bishop of Mandya) on Saturday, June 12,

2021 at Carmel Bhavan, Mysuru. Con-
gratulations and best wishes to Dn. Sinto
in his journey of service in love. May the
Almighty God shower abundant bless-
ings upon you and make you an instru-
ment to become a blessing to all.

@& SN\ ja Ui
DEATH ANNIVERSARY

The 1t death anniversary of Fr. Thomas
Kunianthodath CMI was commemorated
on Thursday, 17 June 2021 at St Paul’s
Carmel House, Thandavapura. Fr. Prath-
eesh Kolliyil CMI delivered the message
during the Mass.

Midday Meal Distribution

A o Y el
HSNERT:

-

The department of social apostolate of
CMI St Paul’s Province Mysuru is serv-
ing the poor and needy by giving them
free mid-day meals every Friday. We
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have reached more than 3000 people
so far. This initiative is sponsored by
various houses of CMI St Paul’s Prov-
ince, Mysore and by many kind-hearted
people.

Financial help for People with Chronic
Diseases

Most of the people who suffer from
chronic diseases such as HIV are poor.
They are not able to afford the treatment
and medicines. Keeping this in mind, we
organized a programme under the name
“Celebration of Love” with the support of
Chaitanya network of people living with
HIV/AIDS in Chamarajanagara district
and distributed cheques of Rs. 2000/-
each for 30 HIV positive patients.

Reaching the Unreached: Free Midday
Meal for the Bedridden

It's an ongoing project by Social Apos-
tolate of St Paul’s Province, Mysore. Al-
though all sections of the society are af-
fected by COVID-19 pandemic, old aged
and bedridden people face significant risk
of facing hunger and starvation. Under
this scheme we supply free cooked food
kit from Carmel Bhavan CMI St Paul’s
Provincial House Mysuru to bedridden

66

SOHEAIMEMBIo | HMValQonId 2021

patients, old aged, disabled every day at
their huts in the slum and backward are-
as in the vicinity of N R Mohalla, Mysore.

Covid-19 Relief Distribution Activities.

It's another ongoing project of the Social
Apostolate of St Paul’s Province, Mysore.
Under this project, we have started to
distribute cooked food kits for the hun-
gry, ration kits for poor families, Medi-
cine kits for post-COVID patients, free
ambulance service and tele-counselling.

Portable Tent for the Homeless

While most of us go home once the night
falls and slip inside blankets for a sound
sleep, there are thousands of people
who spend night without blanket and pil-
lows. Recently we came across a migrant
group in Vijayanagara 4™ block near
Hinkal Ring Road. They have set up their
tents in an open ground. Their tents have
been torn up and the whole family hav-
ing 5 to 6 members lives within a single
tent. Whenever it rains the water drips
in and makes their life even more mis-
erable. Considering this, we decided to
give them portable and water proof tent
which is easy to carry and they can set it
up within 10 minutes.
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Inauguration of St Joseph’s Hospital

We re-launched St Joseph’s Hospital at
Kakkinje, Dakshina Kannada to serve
the needy and poor and promote their
well-being. We thank the efforts of Fr

John Kandamkery CMI Superior St Jo-
seph’s Residence, Kakkinje and the com-
munity for the team-work and dedication
that they showed for this mission.

ENIRMAL PROVINCE, JAGDALPUR IS

A New Beginning at Songal

A new church, though small, was con-
structed at Songal, an interior village of
Madoom mission of Jagdalpur, by the
faithful of the village. It was blessed by Fr.

of diocese of Jagdalpur in the presence
of Fr. Thomas Vadakumkara CMI, Pro-
vincial. This is the fruit of the hard work
of Fr. Tiju Mankottil and sisters there.
Prayerful support for this emerging com-
munity is solicited.

bl

4

l DEVAMATHA PROVINCE, THRISSUR I

Devamatha Creations organized an on-
line retreat program of six days from 12
to 17 of March, 2021for priests. Mar An-

tony Prince Panengaden, Bishop of Adila-
bad preached the retreat every day from
S5pmto 8pm.

KESS Covid Care

The KESS COVID Cell has been making
waves under the direction of Fr. Thomas
Vazhakkala. Linking with Government
agencies, Amala hospital, social workers
and volunteers, the Cell is active in tele-
counselling, providing food kits to the
needy, training and providing volunteers
for COVID duty, coordinating communi-
ty kitchen etc. We hope to help the front
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line workers as much as possible at this
juncture and provide the COVID affect-
ed with the much needed support.

Perpetual Profession

With immense joy and profound grati-
tude to Almighty, CMI Devamatha Prov-
ince celebrated the perpetual profession
of six scholastics on Saturday, 29th May
at Devamatha Provincial house. Congrat-
ulations and prayerful greetings to Bros.
Melfin chakkalakkal, Joel Chiramal, Lince
Melepuram, Justin Ukken, Donal pul-
likottil and Akhil Nellisseri.

Angels of Mercy

Devamatha Province proudly launched a
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Covid task force called “Angels of Mercy”
in the last month to serve and console
Covid patients admitted in Amala Medi-
cal College.

CMI Child Protection Policy

Devamatha province conducted an on-
line workshop to all the fathers and
brothers on the topic “CMI Policy for
protection of children and vulnerable
adults and CMI policy for the preven-
tion of sexual harassment at workplace”.
Rev. Fr. Provincial inaugurated the online
workshop. The main resource persons
were Rev. Dr. Prasanth Palakappilly and
Rev. Dr. Jose Paul Edakkalathur.

Children’s Camps

Pastoral department of devamatha prov-
ince under the leadership of Rev. Fr. Rijo
payyappilly and Rev. Fr. Jebin Attokaran
conducted two camps “@peen’ and
“laoauio” to motivate children and family.
It was a successful initiative from pasto-
ral ministry of Devamatha Province.

CONGRATULATIONS

REV. FR JOJO PARECATTIL
SUCCESSFULLY DEFENDED HIS PhD
THESIS ON AUGUST 28 AT
DHARMARAM VIDYA KSHETRAM,
BENGALURU ON THE TOPIC
‘TATTVAMASI': AN ANTHROPOLOGICAL
INQUIRY INTO 'TVAM'.
CONGRATULATIONS!
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Ite Ad Joseph

Dharmaram community renewed its
devotion to St. Joseph in a special way
in this Year of St. Joseph with special
prayers and hymns. Monthly devotion to
St Joseph was meaningfully observed in
the month of March. On March 19, the
Feast of St Joseph, there were special
prayers and procession. Brothers from
every section decorated their sections
beautifully and presented the prayers
and reflections meaningfully. Rev. Bro.
Dawny Kuruvanthanathu of First Year
Theology gave an inspiring message of
the day. Special prayers were organized
on May 1.

ASVAS Outreach to the Covid Patients

5

ASVAS under the able leadership of
Rev. Fr John Marius, Rev. Fr Fenil and
Rev. Fr. Tomy reached out to the Cov-
id infected families through distribu-
tion of food, food kits, medical support
and other financial support. Scholastics
were involved in packing and distribut-

Bl DHARMARAM COLLEGE, BANGALORE IS

ing the food kits and cooked food. Aswas
networks with the parishes, hospitals
and other agencies to provide support
to the needy. A special Covid Fund of
Rs. 10 lakhs was set apart for taking care
of Covid patients and their families. Our
educational institutions - University
and Schools - supported the students
through fee concession very generously.

Philosophers of a borderless world:

Lockdown and social distancing due to
Covid 19 did not deter us from learning
philosophy beyond borders. Facing the
challenges of pandemic, pre-philosophy
course was introduced online from May
12, 2021. Apart from members from In-
dia, scholastics from Kenya and Ghana
were attending the program with a time
difference of 5.30 hours. Rev. Fr. Prior
General gave the inaugural message fol-
lowed by the felicitations by Rev. Fr. Vic-
ar General and Rev. Fr. Rector, Dharmar-
am College. Congratulations to Rev. Fr.
Tomy Kattampally, the master and Revw.
Fr. Johnson Moolekatt, the animator for
setting the tone for the inaugural session
and accompanying the students through-
out the program.

Eternally for God and His people:

Due to the lockdown and other travel
restrictions, the preparatory course for
perpetual profession was organized on-
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line from May 14, 2021. Rev. Fr. Prior
General inaugurated the program, fol-
lowed by messages from Rev. Fr. Rector,
Dharmaram College and Rev. Fr. Joshy
Cheruparampil, the General Formation
Coordinator. Rev. Fr.Cyricac Kochalunkal
CST led the annual retreat. Perpetual
profession was organized in provinces
from May 28, 2021. Congratulations and
sincere gratitude to Rev. Fr. Peter Koch-
alumkal who animated the program with
great commitment.

Moving to the New Mission:

Rev. Fr. Anto Amarnad Chittilappilly CMI,
Director of Vinayasadhana, moved to
Chavaradham novitiate, Budhini on May
25,2021 after his 7 years committed ser-
vice in Dharmaram and DVK.

New Pedagogy in Covidology:

Along with Theology and Philosophy,
Dharmaram has evolved Creative Cov-
idology Course out of care and experi-
ence with Covid patients and their fami-
liesin hospitals, homes and other centres.
Summer vacation has been a time to
reach out to the peripheries to evolve a
new pastoral theology for the Covid and
post Covid Church and world.

1. Pastoral care in Hospitals: Our
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members - Rev. Fr. Mathew Attumkal,
Rev. Fr. Wilson Chakyath Rev. Fr. Grego-
ry Malayil and Rev. Fr. Jomon Mulerickal
rendered pastoral care to more than 250
patients a week in St. Martha’s and St.
John’s Medical College Hospitals. They
found the experience very rewarding and
rated it as the best pastoral exposure in
their priestly life.

2. Intercessory Prayer: The pas-
toral care team and others engaged in
pastoral ministry bring the names of the
patients and families who need prayer
support and our community makes inter-
cessor prayer during the Eucharistic Ad-
oration.

3. Counselling Service: The sec-
ond phase of Covid has given more psy-
chological trauma and many approach
for counselling support. Rev. Fr. Thomas
Parayail, Rev. Fr. Joby Thurackal and Rev.
Fr. Wilson Chakkyath are available for
service.

4. Online Pastoral Assistance: Rev.
Fr. Devasiachan Mukulathu and Rev. Fr.
Reji Koodappattu are available for on-
line prayer and pastoral assistance. Apart
from Christians, people from other faiths
also approach them for prayer and guid-
ance.

5. Oxygen Concentrators: 5 Oxy-
gen concentrators are in use for patients
in families and we could save many lives
due to timely support. Thanks to Rev. Fr.
Vice Chancellor and team, Christ Univer-
sity, for providing us with Oxygen Con-
centrators.

6. Isolation/Quarantine Centre:
Thanks to Rev. Fr. Fenil Karikakunnel and
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our bothers for their services in making
the arrangements and providing food
and medicine for the people in the quar-
antine centre. Our centre is supported by
adoctor and a nurse on call.

7. Kit of Essentials: DASS - ASVAS
distributed kits with essential items for
the poor families. During the lockdown
Rev. Fr. Nilson Pallissery, Rev. Fr. Fenil
and Rev. Fr. Joby Thurackal took them to
the poor in their destinations.

8. Food Preparation and packing:
Our members are joyfully involved in
cooking, packing and distributing food
at Asvas. Thanks and congratulations for
the unified effort and the leadership of
Rev. Fr. Fenil.

9. Food Distribution: Apart from
distributing food at Asvas centre, we
distribute food packet in different hospi-
tals, other centres and certain slum are-
as where people are in need of support.
Thanks to Rev. Fr. Nilson for getting the
permission and for distributing food in
different places. Thanks to Rev. Fr. Fenil,
Rev. Fr. Martin, Rev. Fr. James and others
for being part of this team.

10. Education of the children: Apart
from the immediate support system,
Christ University and Christ Schools
focus on sustainable measures for the
education of the children through fee
concession and other social outreach
measures. Differently abled children are
given special attention. Institutions have
provided very generous support to the
Covid affected staff members and their
families.

11. Learn from the Horse's mouth:
Three Doctors belonging to Camillian
Congregation - Dr. Mathew, Dr. Thom-
as and Dr. Sumesh - gave orientation
and training to protect oneself during
the Covid times and to reach out to the
patients with most possible care. Their
sharing was very inspiring to the com-
munity in order to reach out to the Covid
affected people.

12. In collaboration with Bangalore
Archdiocese: The special Covid Task-
force of Bangalore Archdiocese who ren-
ders service in St. Johns and other cen-
tres was given accommodation in Guest
Rooms in Dharmaram Reception Block.
The team consists of Fathers, Deacons,
Religious sisters and a few young lay peo-
ple. Rev. Fr. Anil D’Sa SDB, the Youth Di-
rector, Bangalore Archdiocese, leads the
team.

13. Widow’s mite: Fathers and
Brothers have made personal sacrifice
and donated generously from the savings
of their personal money for the care of
the Covid patients.

ATIME TO RETURN AND
REJUVENATE - ANNUAL RETREAT

The academic year began with the right
note with Annual Retreat held from June
5to011,2021. Theretreat was conducted
online. Rev. Fr. Biju Madathikunnel CSsR,
Provincial, Redemptorist Syro Malabar
Province, Kerala, led the retreat in Ma-
layalam and Rev. Fr. Johnson Valiyakulam
CMI, Vicar Provincial, Preshitha Prov-
ince, Coimbatore preached the retreat in
English.

71

SHDAOEARINEMBUo | HAVaIQoenId 2021



THROUGH THE INSTITUTIONS

Memories of the loved ones never fade

Dharmaram community commemorat-
ed, with great love and gratitude, the life
and mission of Rev. Fr. Thomas Kunian-
thodath CMI, on his first death anniver-
sary. Rev. Fr. Rector presided over the
Eucharisticcelebrationand Rev.Fr.Shinto
Puthumattathil CMI gave a beautiful
homily on his novice master.

Dharmaram family gratefully remem-
bered Rev. Fr. Francis Vineeth who left
a great legacy in Dharmaram as a teach-
er of philosophy, Dean and President of
DVK, Spiritual Director and above all a
true Guru, left for his eternal reward on
May 30, 2021. The community gathered
around the altar on June 21,2021 to pray
for Rev. Fr. Vineeth and Rev. Fr. Anto Vat-
takuzhy presided over the Requiem mass
and delivered the homily.

E-Listen: Generations Meet

A creative initiative named E-Listen, an
online panel discussion on the Future of
CMlI through Dharmaram, was organized
by brothers of E Section. It was indeed a
meeting of the veterans and amateurs to
reflect together on CMI Way ahead. Rev.
Fr. Thomas Mampra CMI, Rev. Fr. Thomas
Aykara CMI, Rev. Fr. Varghese Puthupar-
ambil CMI and Rev. Fr. Roy Palatty CMI,
the panellists, shared their experienc-
es and expectations from the young for
brighter future of CMI. Rev. Bro. Jubin
Perumprayil CMI, moderated the session
very professionally.

A Community of the Sacred Heart

The feast of Sacred Heart was solemnly
celebrated on 30 June 2021. Rev. Fr. Rec-
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tor presided over the Eucharistic cele-
bration and Rev. Fr. Jose Chennattussery
CMl gave an inspiring homily. The Eucha-
ristic procession was held within Dhar-
maram College, led by Rev. Fr. Rector,
Rev. Fr. President and senior masters. A
section brothers took the lead in organ-
izing the procession with the prayer and
reflection of brothers from every section.

Augmenting Efficient Academicians

DVK Staff Enhancement Program was
held at Devadan Campus from July 9-11,
2021.Rev.Fr.Jacob Parappilly MSFS gave
a session on Contextualized Pedagogies,
followed by faculty/institute-wise dis-
cussion on Contextualized learning and
Outcome based learning. Rev. Fr. Jerin
Kolamkanny introduced Moodle, Learn-
ing Management System.

Vide Mare - See the Sea

Dharmaram College accorded a warm
welcome to all the newcomers of Dhar-
maram on 14 July 2021. The morning
Eucharistic Liturgy was offered to pres-
ent all the newcomers to the Lord. In the
evening, the freshers’ day event ‘Vide
Mare’ was organized by the brothers of
the E section. An orchestra, skit, and a
dance programme were organized by the
brothers.

Missionary life that matters

Dharmaram Community paid homage
to the human rights activist Late Rev.
Fr. Stan Swamy SJ on 06 July 2021. The
whole community gathered at the Cha-
vara grotto and made a candle proces-
sion to the Gallery.
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Kudos to B Section Brothers!

4

sy o

The second year brothers pursuing The-
ology achieved second place in the online
Choir Singing Competition organized by
the Congregation of the Holy Family to
venerate Ven. Fr. Joseph Vithayathil.

Inspiration on Spiritual Direction

We were blessed to have the Curia Bish-
op of Syro Malabar Church, Mar Sebas-
tian Vaniyapurackal, on 16 July 2021 to
share with us the importance of spiritual
direction. He took the session from the
Prior General’s House at Kakkanad, and
we attended it online in the Gallery.

Learning the Art of Leadership

The Cabinet Council for the academic
year 2021-22 was formulated by organ-
izing the General Election on 19 July
2021. Bro. Akhil Thiruthanathy was
elected as the General Beadle, Bro. Sanju
Thomas was elected as the Asst. General
Beadle, Bro. Vibin Mathoor and Bro. Joel
Kodappanakunnel, were elected as the
LCA representatives.

Kutumwa nje - To Be Sent

The Mission department organized its
Missionary Meet Program on 30 July
2021. There was mission sharing of three
missionaries. Rev. Fr. Benoj Mukalel CMI

shared his happy experience in the Ghana
mission. Rev. Bro. Linus Okok Ochieng of
E-Section shared the experiences of his
motherland, Kenya. Rev. Bro Arun lyyalil
presented a report of the Nepal Mission,
along with the difficulties faced by our
missionaries and the zealous faith of the
Christhu Bhaktas in Nepal.

Ecclesia Ecclesiarum

An online Meeting was organized with
the Major Superiors and Rectors of the
major study houses of religious congre-
gations and provinces in the Syro Ma-
labar Church on September 27, 2021.
His Beatitude Mar George Cardinal
Alencherry, the Major Archbishop, gave
the inaugural message. Mar Jose Porune-
dath, Mar Lawrence Mukkuzhy, Mar Jose
Chittooparambil, Mar Sebastian Vani-
yapurackal, and Rev. Fr. Prior General
attended the meeting and shared their
insights.

Anointing the stewards of the Lord

The Minor orders of Priesthood (Karoya)
and Heupadiakona were conferred to 13
of our final year theology brothers by His
ExcellencyMarJosephArumachadathMC
BS,BishopofBhadravation25"July2021.

nmv\!j
C‘nqr\Se ha_??ens when
we Tace eur fear
of cellapse .
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H SAMANVAYA, BHOPAL I

Orientation Programme before new
Academic Year

In view of the opening of the academic
year 2021-22, a 4-day Orientation pro-
gramme was arranged by Fr. Cyril Kutti-
yanickal, Dean of Studies, for Samanvaya
students on the Bhopal campus from July
5t08,2021. The Orientation programme
started with a benedictory message
from our Prior General, Rev. Fr. Thomas
Chathanparampil CMI online. It was fol-
lowed by the address of by Rev. Fr. Justin
Akkara, Provincial, St. Paul’s Province,
who spoke offline on the socio-political
and religious situation in India. All the
fathers on the campus introduced differ-
ent aspects of the Samanvaya education
programme, such as, the Samanvaya vi-
sion (Fr. Davis Varayilan), community life
at Samanvaya, (Fr. Naiju Kalambukattu),
history of Samanvaya (Fr. Biju Savio), Sa-
manvaya educational pedagogy (Fr. Law-
rence), administrative matters (Fr. James
Kachappilly) and spiritual life at Saman-
vaya (Fr. Jacob Marangattu).

Inauguration of Academic Year,
2021-22

The academic year 2021-22 was solem
nly inaugurated on 8 July 2021 during
the function held in the Christ School au-
ditorium. Fr. Justin Akkara, Provincial of
St Paul’s Province, Bhopal, was the chief
guest on the occasion. After the preside
ntial message by Fr. Justin, three newly
published books authored by the Saman
vaya staff members Fr. Cyril, Fr. Naiju
andFr.Lawrence-werereleased. Fr.Jacob
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introduced the books Fr. Naiju proposed
the vote of thanks.

Visit by Samanvaya Affiliation
Commiission:

As part of the process of the affiliation of
Samanvaya theologate with Dharmaram
Vidya Kshetram (DVK), two members of
the affiliation commission, Fr. Paulachan
Kochappilly (convener) and Fr. Joy Kak-
kanattu (member), arrived on July 16,
2021 for the physical verification of the
campus and to meet the staff and stu-
dents. They met the student community
and the staff separately and returned on
July 18.

Feast of Saint John Marie Vianney

As we have among us a diocesan scho-
lastic, Br. Albin Jacob Pathuppallil of
the Diocese of Rajkot, we solemnly cel-
ebrated the Feast of Saint John Marie
Vianney, Patron of Priests on 4 August.
On the previous evening, we held a vigil
from 7.00 pm to 8.00 pm to venerate the
saint and to seek his intercessions. On
4% morning we had a solemn Eucharistic
celebration presided over by Fr. Sebas-
tian Payyappilly, visiting staff from DVK,
in which Fr. Rector concelebrated. In the
evening a solo song competition was held
for the students after supper.

Monthly Missionary Musings

This year we have initiated a new prac-
tice, a joint venture by Poornodaya and
Samanvaya, to invigorate the mission
consciousness by the sharing of mission
experiences for about 90 minutes online
or offline every month by missionaries
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from the field. As the first instance, on
August 9, Fr. Joshy Puthussery CMI of
Kochi Province, the mission superior of
Ecuador engaged a very lively session
online covering the different aspects of
the Ecuador mission. He assured the stu-
dents that Ecuador offers great many op-
portunities for anyone who is willing to
embrace offshore mission. It’s challeng-
ing, but rewarding all the more. Many
Catholics are deserting Catholicism and
joining Pentecostal and other sects as
they miss pastoral service. Opportunities
galore there for any field, such as, parish
work, youth ministry,catechesis, Bible
classes, university teaching, and media
ministry. People are in fact eagerly await-
ing missionary priests from any part of
the world to satisfy their pastoral needs.
Fr. Joshy could touch the hearts of our

brothers. It was a lively session that saw
active interaction from our students and
staff.

Poornodaya Parish:

As Madhya Pradesh has almost con-
quered the Covid Pandemic with 76% of
the population obtaining antibodies ac-
cording to the fourth All India seropreva-
lence test, we have resumed parish work.
Regular events have been resumed like
daily masses and Sunday catechesis.

Assistance at Syro-Malabar Parish,
Bhopal

During the Novena days of the Feast of
Saint Alphonsa, our Fathers, Fr. Naiju
Kalambukattu and Fr. Jacob Marangattu
rendered their services to the Syro-Ma-
labar Parish, Avadhpura, Bhopal to cele-
brate Holy Mass and conduct the Novena.

l CARMEL VIDYA BHAVAN, PUNE I

Arrival of Brothers for the Academic
Year 2021-22

This year CVB is blessed with four new
enthusiastic and vibrant first-year broth-
ers from Trivandrum and Kochi provinc-
es. Fr. Joy Puthussery, the Rector, wel-
comed them to the Carmel family with
flower bouquet. This year the total in-
mates in CVB are fifteen including three
fathers and twelve brothers.

St. Thomas day and the heavenly
Patron’s Day of Fr. Rector

St. Thomas day was an occasion to cele-
brate the feast of Fr. Rector and the three
brothers who are named after St. Thom-
as. After the Holy Mass, the communi-
ty wished Fr. Prior General, Fr. Thomas

Chathamparampil CMI, virtually. The
Carmel family celebrated the feast with
many group games, programs and a grant
agape.

Orientation talk

An orientation program was conducted
for brothers from 5 to7 July 2021. The
resource persons were Fr. James Thay-
il (Provincial, St. Xavier’'s Province, Ra-
jkot), Sr. Philsy Euphrasia CMC (Retreat
Preacher), and Fr. Jacob Porathur (Minor
Seminary Rector, Diocese of Kalyan).

Fresher’s Day

The community arranged a wonderful
welcometo the first year brothers of CVB
on 13July 2021. Fr. Rector blessed the
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brothers during the prayer service. There
were few games and activities which
made the occasion worth remembering.
The ceremony concluded with a sumptu-
ous Agape.

B

-
The newly ordained deacons of CVB
were given farewell virtually on 8 July

2021. The CVB community felicitated
each of them personally.

Feast of Our lady of Mount Carmel

The CVB community observed vigil in
preparation for the feast of Our lady of
Mount Carmel. On the Feast Day all re-
newed their vows and a high solemn
Holy Mass was celebrated. CVB gifted
sweets to the neighboring religious com-
munities and the domestic staff in the
campus.

Sub Diaconate on 24 July

It was a day of immense joy as CVB con-
ducted the sub-diaconate ordination of
four brothers on 24t July 2021. His
Excellency Mar Thomas Elavanal con-
ferred the orders of Karoya and Heupa-
diakona during the solemn Eucharistic
celebration.

In preparation for the sub-diaconate,
brothershadthreedays retreat preached
by Fr. Roy, the Rector of CM community.

HDARSANA, WARDHA I

Our COVID Initiative: Feeding the
Hungry

Darsana Samaj Kalayan Samiti (DSKS)
devised a plan to provide food kits to the
needy, inspired by the words of Christ.
On Sunday, May 23, 2021, on the feast
of Pentecost, the plan was carried out
by giving food kits to all the families of
a village named Gitti Khadan, where the
labourers, the majority of whom are from
Chhattisgarh and Madhya Pradesh, work
in private entrepreneurs' metal quarries.
Some brothers, together with Fr. Bless-
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there. It was a joyful time for the families
because they were unable to go to work
and feed their families due to the lock
down. It felt like a huge comfort to them.
In addition we supported many others
including some families of students and
teachers of Sant Chavara School, badly
affected by the pandemic.

Participating In The Lord’s Passion

With tremendous zeal and interest, we
commemorated Passion Week. Despite
the constraints imposed by the lock-
down, we were granted permission to
conduct prayers and rituals. It was a
wonderful time of blessing as we pre-
pared our parishoners for Holy Week.
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, parish-
ioners were unable to come to Darsana
for several months. So brothers took it
upon themselves to visit their homes and
prepare them for Holy Week. As a result,
all of them enthusiastically participated
in the Passion of our Lord.

Nurture Nature

On the 5% of June, Darsana media host-
ed the Environmental Day event to raise
awareness about the importance of envi-
ronmental conservation by planting tree

saplings across the campus. We held an
online discussion on the theme of ‘Green
CMI" with Fr. Prashant Palackapilly CMI
from Kochi Province as the resource per-
son.

New Academic Year

Rev Sr. Gracelet SD Provincial Superior
of SD Krupadham Province inaugurated
the Academic Year 2021-22 on July 5,
2021. Fr.Vincent Pangola, Vicar of Ward-
ha Parish, celebrated the Holy Eucharist
inthe Syro Malabar English rite. The Holy
Qurbana and Inaugural Programme were
attended by all first- and second-year
philosophy students, as well as Atmadar-
san candidates. Students' cultural perfor-
mances added colour to the day. Darsana
campus is brimming with life with 130
students on the roll. For the first time,
two sisters from the CMC congregation
are studying Philosophy in Darsana.

Vaccine and immunization

The COVID-19 outbreak in Maharash-
tra was at its peak. There was not a sin-
gle bed remaining at the local hospitals.
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God shielded us from harm at this critical
juncture as well. It was at this point the
civil authorities and health department
administered vaccine to all of us. The
efficiency and far sightedness of Maha-
rashtra government should be admired,
Within two days, the whole community
had been vaccinated. It was a hard task,
but everything was meticulously done.

Sant Chavara School

There were some significant changes
seen in Sant Chavara School last year.
First the school had new principal and
administrator namely Fr. Wilson Vettu-
manickal and Fr. Jino Valiyaparambil. As
last year there were no classes offline
because of the pandemic, there were
several changes seen in the school. Last

year school got its CBSE affiliation. Then
there were several other construction
works going on in the school like the con-
struction of a basketball court, football
field and some interior works in the class-
es and the computer lab. Now as the sit-
uation has come to normalcy the classes
has resumed again from standard 8.

The Juniors Arrive

Despite of covid pandemic, thirty-one
first-year brothers arrived safely at Dar-
sana on June 28, 2021, after completing
their novitiate. Fr. Joshy Cheruparambil,
the General formation Coordinator,ac-
companied the brothers on their journey.
They took a four-week intensive Hindi
and English course at Anugraha Renewal
Center, Vazhoor..

B CHRIST KINDERGARTEN, BENGALURU IS

New Appointments

Ms. Sheena Stephen is appointed the co-
ordinator of Christ Kindergarten along
with Ms. Jyothi Bhat and Ms. Selvi K,
as the animators of Lower Kindergar-
ten and Upper Kindergarten, respect-
ively.

A peep into the little Kingdom

Staff enrichment program ‘A peep into
the little Kingdom’ was conducted in the
virtual platform on 12t June, 2021, with
Mrs. Elizabeth Abey, as the Resource
person.

Inaguration of New Scholastic Year

The new scholastic year was virtually in-
augurated on 26t June, 2021 with the 12
sections of the Upper Kindergarten com-
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mencing the online classes, followed by
the Lower Kindergarten classes begin-
ning from 5% July, 2021.

The theme of this academic year 2021-
2022 is ‘Be a Rainbow’ with a focus on
virtues like spirituality, Hope, Solidarity,
Appreciation, Self-Awareness, Courage
and Perseverance.
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Celebrations

Important days like Environment Day,
Doctor’s Day and Friendship Day were
observed virtually by sharing videos
compiled to portray the significance of
the days.

Vaccination Drive

A vaccination drive to administer the
Covid-19 vaccination for the staff mem-
bers and their family members was held
in the campus on 16t July, 2021.

B CHRIST ICSE SCHOOL, BENGALURU IS

BEING A SMART INSPIRING
EDUCATOR

Teachers of Christ School ICSE had a
session on 'A SMART TEACHER' by the
skilled trainer Mr. Justin Thomas from 2
to 4" June, 2021. The training was aimed
to enhance life skills and professional
skills of teachers to perform as Teach-
er-Parent.

WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY
“Itis not Yours, nor Mine, it is Ours.”

World Environment Day was celebrated
virtually and the same was released in
our Christ School ICSE official YouTube
channel, on 5% June 2021, based on this
year's theme - ECOSYSTEM RESTORA-
TION.

THE NEED OF THE HOUR

On 12t June, 2021 there was a success-
ful vaccination camp arranged for over
54 teaching and non-teaching staff of
Christ School ICSE. Other members of
Christ group of schools were heartily

Facelift

The LKG classrooms in the ground floor
are getting a facelift with the Mr. Shinu’s
artistic touch, with the walls being paint-
ed with attractive cartoons and pictures.

welcomed to be a part of this vaccination
drive.

! k
WORLD MUSIC DAY AND YOGA DAY

World Music day and Yoga Day was vir-
tually celebrated on 215t of June.

On the occasion of Yoga Day, the For-
mer Miss Kerala and the eminent yoga
trainer Ms. Neha Premanand was virtu-
ally present with us to give us astonish-
ing message about yoga. The theme of
World Music Day 2021 is “Music at the
intersections”. Versatile Playback sing-
ers Ms. Ranjini Jose and Ms. Rajalakshmi
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were present with us to give a wonderful
musical message.

ACADEMIC YEAR INAUGURATION

The Academic Year 2021 - 22 was virtu-
ally inaugurated by releasing a video on
16t June, 2021 on our YouTube channel.

FEAST OF MOUNT CARMEL

The feast of Our lady of Mount Carmel
was celebrated on 16 July. On the occa-
sion, a video was released.

WEBINAR FOR CLASS 10 STUDENTS

On 9t July the students of class X had
a webinar on: ‘Effective Tips for Boards
and Beyond'’. The trainer for this session
was Mrs. Shanthi Ravichandran HoD
(History), Presidency School.

BRIDGING THE GAP

A webinar was conducted on 29" July,
2021 on “Mindful Parenting of Indian
Adolescents” for the parents of the stu-

dents of class 9. The webinar was headed
by Mrs. Kavitha Shankar.

ESPERANZA-2021- Connecting
Christites

A virtual platform was given to the stu-
dents to showcase their skills through
online talent fest - Esperanza 2021 -
Connecting Christites. The online com-
petition was conducted from 215 June to
14t July, where students of classes | to
X were divided into 6 categories. More
than 870 students exhibited various
skills in the events.

ICSE BOARD RESULT 2020-21

ICSE Board announced the long awaited
2021 result on 24 July. This was the first
time that the CISCE declared the results
without examinations. All the 136 stu-
dents who have registered for 2021 ICSE
Examination has come out with distinc-
tion. The highest score is 97.8% and the
lowest is 82.8%.

B CHRIST SCHOOL (STATE & CBSE), BENGALURU N

Staff Orientation Programme

In the beginning of this academic year an
online orientation session for the staff
was conductedintwobatcheson2-4 June
and 9-11 June respectively. The theme of
the programme was ‘The New-Normal
Educator’. The sessions were led by the
efficient trainers, Mr. George Karunack-
al, and Mr. Unnikrishnan Balakrishnan.

Formal Inauguration of the
academic year

A formal inauguration of the new aca-
demic year 2021-22 was conducted on

80

SHBOEARINEMBRo | HMaiQoenId 2021

Thursday, 15t July 2021 on an online plat-
form. The Chief Guest of the day Rev.
Dr. Paul Achandy CMI, Rector of Dhar-
amaram College, symbolically lighted
the lamp, followed by other dignitaries.
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A prayer session was ushered to step into
new academic year 2021-22 to acknowl-
edge God’s sovereignty, and blessings.
The school building was blessed by the
fathers.

Orientation for the SSLC Batch

On 10%* July 2021, a prayer service for
the outgoing SSLC Batch (2020-21)
was organized in two sessions, accord-
ing to Covid-19 protocol. Teachers and
students took part in the intercessory
prayers and invoked God’s blessings.
Rev. Fr. Sebastian Elanjickal CMI, Princi-
pal gave an inspiring message to the stu-
dents. Rev. Fr. Martin Joseph CMI, Vice
Principal blessed the students for their
exams and future endeavors. Student

3 I l;
T

When the covid-19 pandemic struck the
country in March 2020, CHRIST Univer-
sity was gearing up towards the annual
exams and the new academic year. Re-
alizing the need of the hour, the Univer-
sity resolved to adopt online exams and
classes. The online convocation on time
helped the graduates seek jobs or apply
for higher studies without delay.

Top Ranking for Christ University

The University has consistently improved
its ranking over the years. The Outlook

representatives reminiscent their school
years

Mind* Meditation Programme

Christ school faculty received an oppor-
tunity to attend Mind+ sessions organ-
ized by Academy for Personal Excellence,
India. The sessions included powerful
mind reprogramming routines designed
to remove internal hindrances that ob-
structs one’s progress, reach goals with
ease, heal relationships, attain mental
peace, and help one build a better future
for oneself.

SSLC Result 2020-21

The SSLC Board Exams were conducted
on 19- 22 July, 2021. The results were
announced on 9% August 2021. Our
school achieved 100% overall pass per-
centage with 71 distinction. Meghna R
and Safa Iram shared first place by secur-
ing 98.24%.

H CHRIST UNIVERSITY, BANGALORE I

magazine's ICARE Ranking-2021 and In-
dia today's MDRA rankings-2021 have
ranked the BCA programme of CHRIST
as the best in the country. Many other
programmes are ranked among the top
10 in the country by these two agencies.
Furthermore, India today has ranked
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Christ the 3rd best private University in
the country.

Christ Kengeri Campus, Bangalore

The Kengeri campus of Christ, also
known as the Devdan Campus, has been
visualized as Christ's Engineering cam-
pus. However, the introduction of Psy-
chology in 2020 and BBA in 2021 has
added a new flavour and colour to the
campus. Once the building of School of
Architecture becomes functional, the ar-
chitectural programme started in 2017
will have its separate building.

The inception of IIIC (Industry Institute
Interaction Cell) has been instrumental
in developing more Industry-oriented
learners. Under its guidance, the stu-
dents have set up over 15 successful
start-ups in ed-tech and healthcare.
Kengeri Campus has been declared as
"Business Incubator" by the Ministry of
MSME, Government of India.

CHRIST Bannerghatta Road Campus,
Bangalore

The Christ Bannerghatta Road Campus
houses all the UG honours programmes
and offers the only liberal arts pro-
gramme in the University.

To commemorate Environmental Day
meaningfully, the campus constructed
a greenhouse to cultivate saplings and
repot old plants. The Covishield vaccina-
tion drive in the campus provided some
relief when vaccines were not freely and
readily available.

CHRIST Lavasa-Pune Campus

The campus is being developed as the
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analytics hub of the University. Analyt-
ics-based collaborations with foreign in-
stitutions and academic programmes like
the Harvard Business School are unique
endeavours of the campus. The campus
gives due importance to international
conferences, such as IEEE and SPRING-
ER. The campus also offers various certif-
icate courses including AMAZON AWS
Certification.

CHRIST Delhi-NCR Campus

The campus conducted a Curriculum De-
velopment and Implementation plan in
association with the India Vision Foun-
dation for the wellbeing of the children
of prison inmates and their caretakers.
Celebrating the women's day in the Pilib-
hit Central Jail, the faculty and students
conducted an Interactive E-Workshop
at the Women's Cell to foster their well-
being. The master's students visited the
District Jail at Gautambudh Nagar and
interacted with the women inmates to
help them develop a 'growth mindset'.

The School of Law organized a webinar
on 'Climate change' in collaboration with
NIDM, Ministry of Home Affairs, Govt of
India. The Voiceless India Volunteer Pro-
gramme, an initiative by the Christites of
the campus, promotes Veganism, Animal
Rights and Environmental Sustainability
through their virtual volunteering pro-
gram.

In collaboration with the NUDGE Foun-
dation-GURUKUL Programme, one of
our CSA-student groups teaches the
less privileged job-seeking young adults
from all parts of the country. CHRIST has
become part of the Millennium Fellow-
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ship-2021, a semester-long leadership
development programme to elevate and
strengthen leadership. CSA has curated
a website to help people find assistance
and information regarding the availa-
bility of oxygen cans, cylinders, refilling,
concentrators, medicines, Home ICU
setup and Homecare, ambulance, meals,
mental health, pet care and cremation
centres and Graveyards.

B CHRIST SPECIAL SCHOOL, BENGALURU IS

Helping Hands to the needy children

Christ Special School, in Association with
DASS (Dharmaram Association for Social
Service) conducted “Dooth Gathering” of
parents and differently abled children, on
2" August 2021at the Dharmaram Cam-
pus, in which provision kits were given to
thirty families of poor disabled children.

Online classes for the Academic Year
2021-2022

Christ Special School started the Aca-
demic Year 2021-22, with online class-
es and training programme on 5% July.
Parents were very supportive and have
enthusiastically welcomed the new initi-
ative.

B CHRISTHA VIDYALAYA, BANGALORE

Covid 19 badly affected Christha Vidy-
alaya too. Many students who belonged
to the migrant families went back to their
villages with transfer certificate due to
loss of job. At the same time some of the
students who belonged to the English
Medium schools joined Christha Vidy-
alaya because they could not afford the

CHRIST Yeshwantpur Campus,
Bangalore

The University is developing its fifth cam-
pus in Yeshwanthpur, Bangalore, in the
land acquired from St. Pauls. When it be-
comes fully operational, the campus, with
its in-campus hostel facilities, can cater
to around 10000 students.

school fees. Some poor students who
could not buy mobile phones or laptops
are not attending the online classes.
Food kits were distributed to the families
of students during the pandemic. Banga-
lore Nagara Palike has made use of our
school building more than 15 times for
vaccination camps.
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Bl CHRIST SCHOOL, BHOPAL I

New Academic Session 2021 - 2022

Christ School in Bhopal began the new
academic session 2021-22 on 5 April
2021 through virtual platform. Our dedi-
cated staff, both teaching and non-teach-
ing, have been showing their care and
concern for the students, working from
home, preparing notes and engaging
classes online for the benefit of students.

ICSE Affiliation

Congratulations! Withimmense pleasure
we are proud to announce that Christ

School, Bhopal is now an ICSE affiliat-
ed school till Secondary level. We con-
gratulate, appreciate and thank Rev. Fr.
Mathew Thadathil CMI, the Director and
Rev. Sr. Merlin SABS, the Principal for
their hard work and dedication.

Webinars and Online Workshops

Teachers attended webinars and vari-
ous online workshops during this year.
Following were some of the insightful
webinars:- Art Integrated Hindi, Phonics
Sounds-Phonemes & Graphemes and Ag-
gression in School Children.

B CHRIST COLLEGE, PUNE I

SOCIAL WELFARE ACTIVITIES during
COVID-19 pandemic.

COVID-19 global outbreak has created a
long-lasting impact on our economic and
social life. More particularly the poor and
marginalised ones have been at greater
loss during lockdown days. Various char-
itable activities were conducted during
COVID pandemic, with an aim to extend
financial and moral support to the people
who were unable to manage their earn-
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ings for self and their families. From 8t
December 2020 onwards the manage-
ment has been providing financial aid till
date to 45 poor students of class VIII to
Xl to meet their expenses for internet
data recharge for their online education.

On 17" June 2021, the college organised
a free grocery donation drive in college
premises, for the needy and those in-
fected with HIV/AIDS. A free COVID-19
vaccination drive was organised for local
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beneficiaries, the college staff and their
family members.
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CHRIST COLLEGE- PUNE
Ratien Distribution Drive 2021
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STAY HEALTHY alls STAY SAFE

On 24™ June 2021, the college gen-
erously supported with donation of
Rs. 50,000/- to a poor girl Kapisha be-
longing to an economically backward
family affected with Covid-19 in her sev-
enth month of pregnancy. To empower
and support the young underprivileged
female entrepreneurs, the college man-
agement on 15% July 2021 provided

financial support of to Ashabai Sanjay
Khanore, the only earning member of her
family with HIV infected handicapped
husband and three growing children. Col-
lege helped her by donating edible items
to be sold in her small grocery shop. On
18t July 2021, a helping hand was lent
to Smt. Uma Samadhan Devkule, a wid-
ow suffering from HIV/AIDS by donating
her raw materials for imitation jewelery.
Recognizing Chandrakala Suryavanshi’s
tailoring skills, the college management
donated a new sewing machine to her.
With its mission to sensitize and help
the needy, Christ College Pune looks for-
ward to continue its endeavour to work
for the welfare of the society.

Laurels to Christ College

It is indeed a proud moment for the en-
tire Christites as three of its daughters
brought laurels by securing the top ranks
from Savitribai Phule Pune University in
2020. Miss. Nikita Sah secured the first
rank in BBA (CA) while Miss. Garima Sing
and Miss. Sneha Nellula secured the 4th
and 6th rank respectively in BBA.

H CARMEL PARISH, PUNE I

Vanakkamasam and One Month
Chain Prayer

To observe the traditional devotion of
Thiruhrudaya Vanakkamasam our parish
community met online every day from
15t June to 30t June at 8.00 pm every-
day without fail. Mother’s association
took the lead to conduct daily rosary and
other prayers online. A series of spiritual
talks were also conducted as part of this.

St. Thomas Day

St. Thomas Day, was celebrated along
with the parish community on 4% of July.

Catechism Academic Year
Inauguration

‘Catechism Academic Year 2021-22’ was
inaugurated online on 13 June, 2021. An
online Eucharistic celebration, special
prayers of inauguration and lighting the
lamp marked the day.
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Vianney Day

The feat of St. John Marie Vianney was
celebrated in the parish community as
‘All Priests Day’ The group of Altar An-
gels had come up with avideo greeting all
fathers and praying for them.

Ex=Zam=sn

Parents and Grand Parents Day

,}‘? ;’ ﬁlﬂa 2021 On 25t July, the Parents and Grand Par-
‘'mme UMb ent’s Day was observed in the parish lev-
St. Alphonsa Day el. A special mass and online adoration
were conducted by the Carmel Youth
wing on this day.

]i. JUNE
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mame O=Emosns

The feast of St. Alphonsa was celebrated
inthe parish on 28th July. An online Mass
followed by special prayers were con-
ducted online.

"Everything we hear
is an opinion, not a fact.
Everything we see
is a perspective, not the tru

- Marcus Aurelius

86 SHBOEARINEMBRo | HMaiQoenId 2021



LET’S REMEMBER THE DEPARTED SOULS

LET’S REMEMBER THE DEPARTED

SOULS

e Rev. Fr. Theodore Toppo CMI (61), Nir-
mal Province, Jagdalpur was called to
eternal reward on 23 April 2021. The fu-
neral was held on 23 April 2021 at Nirmal
Aaraam, Naktisemra.

e Rev. Fr. Lucas Kapiarmala CMI (80),
St. John’s Province, Bijnor was called to
eternal reward on, 23 April 2021. The
funeral was held on the same day at St.
John's Provincial House Cemetery, Na-
jibabad, Bijnor.

e Rev. Fr. Joseph Kattikaran CMI (88), St.
Xavier's Province, Rajkot was called to
eternal reward on 27 April 2021. The fu-
neral was held on the same day at Prem
Mandir, Rajkot.

e Rev. Fr. Paul Kattamkottil CMI (83),
Mar Thoma Province, Chanda was called
to eternal reward on 29 April 2021. The
funeral was held on the same day at
Mother of Dolours Monastery, Malayin-
keezhu, Kothamangalam.

e Rev. Fr. Issac Alappat Palathingal CMI
(86) Devamatha Province, Thrissur was
called to eternal on 03 May 2021. The fu-
neral service was held on 05 May 2021 at
Christ Monastery, Irinjalakuda.

e Rev. Fr. Jacob Thanniyil CMI (82), St.
Joseph Province, Kottayam was called
to eternal reward on, 10 May 2021. The
Funeral was held on the same day at St
Vincent Monastery Chapel, Pala.

e Rev. Fr. John Narakaparampil (Vengalu-
vakkel) CMI (88), St. Joseph Province,
Kottayam was called to eternal reward
on 11 May 2021. The funeral service was
held on 12 May 2021 at St. Anns Monas-
tery, Kurianad.

e Rev. Fr. Francis Vineeth Vadakketha-
la CMI (86), Preshitha Province, Coim-
batore was called to eternal reward on
30 May 2021. The funeral service was
held on 01 June 2021 at Bharathamatha
Ashram, Chandranagar, Palakkad.

e Rev. Fr Joseph Kadookunnel CMI (81),
St Joseph Province, Kottayam was called
to eternal reward on, 18 July 2021. The
funeral service was held on 20 July 2021
at St Antony's Ashram, Puthuppally.

e Rev. Fr Joseph T Medayil CMI (74), St.
Joseph’s Province, Thiruvananthapuram
was called to eternal reward on 09 Au-
gust 2021. The cremation of the mortal
remains was held on 10 August 2021.

e Rev. Fr Joseph Kadavil CMI (72), St. Jo-
seph’s Province, Thiruvanthapuram was
called to eternal reward on, 13 August
2021. The funeral was held on 15 August
2021 at Shanti Bhavan, Enathu.

e Rev. Fr. Jacob Savio Menachery CMI
(76), Devamatha Province, Thrissur was
called to eternal reward on 18 august
2021. The funeral service was held on 19
August 2021 at St. Mary's Monastery, El-
thuruth.
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Fr. John Fisher Painadath

(1929-2021)
Birth :28/06/1929 Profession :15/10/1949
Ordination :06/04/1957 Death :16/04/2021

Fr. John Fisher Painadath (92), one of the finest, most revered and loved religious in
the St. Xavier's Province, Rajkot is gone to be home with his Heavenly Father at 9.20
pm, on 16 April, 2021 at Christ Hospital, Rajkot. He passed into eternity in serenity,
leaving behind legacy of spirituality, through exemplary simplicity of life and well or-
dered committed spiritual life that everyone who came across him could experience.
He has been a spiritual fortress for religious men and women, and welcomed them-
with innocent smile, warmth spiritual fraternity and an aura of holiness.

John Fisher, the fifth among the children of Lonappan and Ross of Painadath family
was born on 28 June, 1929 at Karukutty in the Diocese of Ernakulam. After the ed-
ucation at Joseph's Convent School Karukutty, and Joseph's School, Angamaly, he
joined the Congregation at Pavaratty, Having completed initial formation at Berch-
man's Aspirant's house, Pavaratty (1944-46), Berchman's Aspirants house. Elthuruth
(1946-47) and Syriac-Latin course Mannanam (1947-48), he joined novitiate Junio-
rate at Ambazhakad and made his profession on 15 October, 1949.

He completed his philosophy (1952-54) and first years of Theology (1954-57) from
Chethipuzha and Ordained Priest 06-04-1957 by Bishop Mar. Mathew Kavukattu at -°.

AL

Chethipuzha. After Ordination he moved to Dharmaram College, Bangalore- . ‘-"
(First Batch) for the fourth year Theological studies el
Fr. Fisher served Congregation in Sacred Heart Province, Kochi, St. Thomas Provm&yﬂ, :
-

Kozhikode, and St. Xavier's Province, Rajkot and the Church in various capacntles
Most part of his life dedicated to ministry of spiritual animation and formation. The
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for studies in Spiritual Theology from Gregorian University (1963-65) which he coms

“mendably accomplished.

: pron returning from Rome, he served as the Novice master at Karukuttm(l%é 72)
and Koodathayi (1972-75), Rector of Aspirants at Vazhakulam (1975-77), Superlor of

the CMI house at Kothamangalam (1977-78), Prior of St. Joseph’s Monastery Koon—
ammavu (1978-41) pastoral service in the parishes at Koduvely, Akapparambu, Kot-

‘tarapilly and Pothy (1981-43), Director of the CST Novitiate House and Pro-Vicar

of the parish at Puthencruz (1986-87), Rector of the postulants for brotherhood at
Koonammavu and the confessor of SD Sisters at Kuzhuppally Vypin (1986-87), Direc-
tor of Carmel Bhavan-Egmore, Madras (1997-89), and the Superior of Carmel House,
Kottarappally, Vaikom (1989-90)

Respondingtoaninner callfor mission, Fr. John Fisher moved tothe CMI Rajkot Misson.
He began his mission endeavor as a teacher and confessor to the Dev Priya
Novitiate House at Rajkot (1990-92). Thereafter, he was appointed as
the Superior of St. Mary’s CMI House, Rajkot (1992-94). One of the comme
ndable services he did was as the First Director of the newly formed
Pious Union of Sisters of Blessed Alphonsa in 1997 (SBA) which later became
the Society of St. Alphonsa (SSA) He continued to cherish the SSA community
with his guidance and examples till the year 2008

The last phase of his life was marked with many afflictions to his physical health. The
last four months rendered him in an almost complete bed-ridden stage. By the end
of December last he asked for the anointing of the sick, and was well prepared for
the ordeal of the Lord. His lips kept repeating the names of Jesus and Mary the days
and times he was bed-ridden. The members of the house found it a joyful experience
in serving him when he was bed ridden. The second wave of Covid 19 struck us hard
and Fr. Fisher was hospitalized on 08 April 2021 due to Covid-19 infection. His health
condition was satisfactory until 15 April, but as his health deteriorated, he was put on
ventilator. He suffered three cardiac arrests, to which he accumbed at 9:20 pm, on 16
April at Christ Hospital, Rajkot.

Considering the very special situation, Fr. John Fisher was given an adieu and his
mortal remains were laid to rest at the Sacred Heart Cathedral Church (Prem Man-
dir), Rajkot on 17 April 2021. As Bp. Jose, Bp Gregory, Fr. Provincial and many oth-
er members were nursing their Covid infection in Isolation phase, only few of our
fathers could attend the funeral services. The funeral services were officiated by
Rev. Fr. George Muttathottil CMI, the Vicar Provincial, assisted by Fr Varghese Chi-
raparambil CMI, Councilor for Finance, Fr. Saji Koodakattu CMI, Councilor for Educa-
tion, and Fr. Pradeeksh Palliyan CMI, Prefect of Provincial House. The services began
at 11 amon 17 April, 2021 at the Christ Hospital and the services at the Prem Mandir
edral got over by 12.00 pm
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A® Rev. Fr. Joseph Kattikkaran .,
i ® (1934-2021) o
) - Birth :27/05/1934 Profession :16/05/1958 '*
Ordination :01/12/1964 Death :18/04/2021

“A religious who lived his life to the brim”™-Fr. John Fisher is an ever inspiring mission-
ary religious priest. We thank all those who assisted us in his life and death: Mar Jose
Chittooparambil CMI of Rajkot, Mar Gregory Karotemprel CMI, Bishop emeritus of
Rajkot, the Priests and friends of Rajkot Diocesan Fraternity, the Painadath Family
members and many religious sisters and fathers who helped Fr. Fisher in his last jour-
ney especially, Frs Thomas Nadakkalan and Anish Vadakkeuthirakkallinkal, Director
and Asst. Director of Christ Hospital with the generous and loving support of the med-
ical staff

Letusthankthe Lordforthissaintly soulwholivedamongusandforallthe contributions
of Fr. Fisher to the Congregation and the Church. Let us pray that the Risen
Lord would grant him everlasting Joy and Peace!

Kindly pray for the departed soul of Fr. John Fisher Painadath who has left us to the
eternal bliss by offering the suffrages for the dead in the tenor of our Directory No. D
58(b). May his soul rest in peace with the heavenly Father in the eternal abode.

Rev. Fr. Joseph Kattikkaran (87), belonging to the CMI St. Xavier's Province,
Rajkot, having completed a contented and holy life passed into eterni-
ty on 18 April 2021 at Christ Hospital, Rajkot. Following the Covid-19 proto-
col, his funeral services were conducted on the same day at the Sacred Heart
Cathedral Church (Prem Mandir). Rajkot Bishop Jose Chittooparambil officiated the
funeral services in which just a few of our members could attend.

Fr. Kattikkaran hails from Ouzhacode, Chethikode, Kanjiramattom, Kerala. He was
born on 27 May 1934 to Mr. Kuruvila and Thressia Kattikkaran. He did his prima-
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ry education at St. Mary's School, Chethikode and had his high school studies at St.
George's High School, Arakkunnam. After his High School studies he joined the As-
pirants’ House at St. Antony's Monastery, Aluva, in 1955, fully accepting His Master's
Call to lead his people on any troubled waters. He had his Novitiate and Juniorate at
Christ the King Monastery, Karukutty from 1957 to 1958. He had his Philosophy-The-
ology studies at Dharmaram College, Bangalore, from 1958-1966. God, in his loving
providence, chose to make Rev. Fr. Joseph Kattikkaran his ever enthusiastic CMI
Priest on 1 December, 1964, by the ‘laying up of the hands’ by His Eminence Joseph
Cardinal Parecattil of the Archdiocese of Ernakulam, at the Eucharistic Congress in
Bombay which was presided over by the Saintly Pope, His Holiness, Paul VI.

Thelong 57 years of active ministry of Fr. Joseph was enthusiastically and committedly
accomplished in pastoral, religious and missionary engagements. As a parish priest he
tended the sheep of Christ well in the communities of Little Flower Monastery, Kodu-
vely (1966), St. Sebastian's Church, Kottarappally, Vaikom (1967), Little Flower Mon-
astery Manappuram (1968), Stella Maris Church, Veravel (1984), Assumption Church,
Mithapur (1978-79) and the Wankaner Semi Parish (2012-13). The other diversi-
fied ministries he did included the care of the Dharmaram College Diary , Bangalore
(1970), Devadan Villa, Mysore, Thandavapura (1971), Procurator at SH Monastery,
Thevara (1972-1975), Superior at Vimalalayam, Korandakadu (1975-1978) where he
baptized a lot of followers for Jesus Christ.

He came to the Rajkot Mission on 21 June 1978. He spent many years toiling in the
arid land of Kutch and Saurashtra, finding joy in the given mission taking care of the
Diocesan farms, village stations braving the toughest situations. His services and edi-
fying presence in the mission were offered at St. Mary’s School, Rajkot (1979- 1983);
Nirmal Vadi, Nanikhakhar (1984-1995); Rajkot Bhavan, Aluva, Kerala (1995- 1996);
Assumption Church, Mithapur (1996-1997), Nirmal Vadi, Nanikhakhar (1997);
Karunalaya, Parnala (1998); Navjeevan, Lodhika (1999); Premjyoti Ashram, Wankar
(2001-2003); Nishkalanka Matha, Ranpur (2003-2008); Ribda-Lodhika (2008-2010);
Lodai (2011-2012); Wankaner Semi Parish (2012-13) and St. Xavier’s Provincial
House (2013-2021).

In the death of Fr. Kattikkaran we have lost that religious. who, like the kedavilakku
(ever burning lamp) at the sanctuary, kept inviting us to prayer, informing us of the
monastery bell, reminded us of the religious rules and practices, and challenged us to
serve the Lord and His people with a jovial and healthy mind, body and soul.

We look heavenward in gratitude for the many enduring blessings we have received
.ahroéugh the inspiring, edifying and holy life of Fr. Kattikkaran. May he rest in peace
and mterqede for us from the heavénly abode. Kindly do offer the suffrages for
the departed in the tenor of our Diregtory No.58 (b), and Ng,aéo.
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Fr. George Canisius Kachiramattam CMI
(1936-2021)

Birth :04/06/1936 Profession :16/05/1959
Ordination :01/12/1964 Death :18/04/2021

The St. Paul of Chanda Mission, Marathi Father and the Solace of the Poor and the Suf-
fering, Fr. George Canisius Kachiramattam CMlI left for his eternal reward on 18 April,
2021 at the age of 85. He could be called ‘The Missionary' as he zealously spent his
whole life dedicated to the Lord in spreading His message of Love. "Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you; and
lo, | am with you always, to the close of the age" (Mt 28:19-20). These words of Jesus
were the driving force behind his 55 years of relentless service to the poor people in
Chanda Mission.

Fr. George Canisius Kachiramattam was born of Mr. Mathai and Mrs. Therese Kachi-
ramattam on 04 June, 1936 as the youngest of ten children. He joined the CMI Con-
gregation in 1956 and had his aspirancy at Mannanam and Mutholy. He did his novi-
tiate at S.H. Monastery, Chethipuzha and made his first profession on 16 May, 1959.
He had his Philosophy and Theology Studies at Dharmaram from 1960 1964. He was
ordained a priest on 01 December, 1964 at the National Eucharistic Congress held at
Bombay when the Holy Father Pope Paul VI visited India.

He had deep faith in the Lord and nothing could hinder him from going to the peripher-
ies of Chanda Mission. We can say with conviction, "How Beautiful are the feet of those
who bring good news" (Rom 10:15). It is cent percent true about Fr. Canisius. He was
exceptionally enthusiastic in serving the Lord. He began his mission journey in 1967 at
Shanti Nivas Church, Wirur and continued till the last moment of his life.

The new mission stations established by him at Warur, Pattaguda, Wani, Shengaon,
angl Jiwati tell how zealous he was for the Lord. Even at his old age he was very par-
© ?’culanam going to the villages, meeting people and helping them in their needs. He also
served at Koprell Gomini and Gojoli. He used.i'p\say "One who cannot pray ganfnever
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be a missionary." It was this conviction that led him and inspired him to venture into
any hardship for the spreading of the Gospel of Love. His one year stay at Anudhavana
Mission Novitiate at Mancherial as its Spiritual Director did help and guide the young
seminarians in their future mission work. One year he went to Manila, Philippines and
attended a refresher course; only to come back rejuvenated and refreshed to go again
to the sheep and he became a real shepherd who had the smell of his sheep.

All those who worked with him, fathers, sisters and laymen were of the same opinion
that it is Fr. Canisius who had taught them about the basics of the Mission Work. He
was a Father to them who always supported them in their needs. He was always at
their help in their joys and sorrows, difficulties and trials, sickness and health. He was
a great model for them in their mission journey in Chanda. In other words, he was a
blessing for all like Abraham in the Old Testament.

He was very simple, punctual and humble in his behaviour. He was also a true follower
of the ideals of the first bishop of Chanda, late Bp. Januarius Palathuruthy CMI who
always requested his priests to go to villages by foot and cycle wherever possible.

Fr. Canisius was diagnosed with leukaemia or blood cancer in the month of March
and was under the treatment at Rajagiri Hospital, Chunangumveli. His ardent
desire to go back to Chanda Mission could not be materialised as his health
condition deteriorated drastically and he breathed his last on 18 April, 2021
after receiving the holy anointing of the sick.

His body was brought to Tera Nur, Chanda Bhavan, Aluva on 24 April, 2021 and the
first part of the funeral rites was conducted by Rev. Fr. Benny Mukalel CMI, Provin-
cial, Mar Thoma Province, Chanda. Later, his body was taken to St. Pius X Monastery,
Amanakara for the funeral. Bishop Emeritus Joseph Kunnath CMI conducted the sec-
ond part of the funeral and the Holy Mass was officiated by Bishop Prince Panengadan
of Adilabad Diocese. The final part of the funeral was conducted by Bishop Joseph
Kallarangattu of Pala Diocese. Rev. Fr. Johny Edapulavan CMI gave a fitting tribute to
Fr. Canisius through the homily.

We remember with gratitude everyone who supported in conducting the funeral of
Fr. Canisius. We are very grateful to Rev. Fr. George Edayadiyil, Provincial, St. Joseph
Province, Kottayam for permitting us to bury Rev. Fr. Canisius Kachiramattom at St.
Pius X Monastery, Amanakara. We remember with gratitude Fr. Mathew Thayil, Prior
of St. Pius X Monastery, Amanakara and the community for their wholehearted sup-
port in the final sojourn of Fr. Canisius in the Ashram. May God grant Fr. Canisius eter-
nal rest.

lrequest you to offer the suffrages for the departed as mentioned in the Directory

. ”" /"”I

Q] 9 3

.V::} N . ajélauemaaoloauu‘goﬁd 2021 9’7
45 ]

4

AT (G~



Rev. Fr. Paul Kattamkottil CMI

(1938-2021)
Birth :08/08/1938 Profession :15/05/1960
Ordination :17/05/1967 Death :29/04/2021

Fr. Paul was born as the second son of Mr. Ipe and Mrs. Eli Kattamkottil on 08 August,
1938. He joined the CMI Congregation in 1957 at Aluva and had his aspirancy at Alu-
va and Koonammavu. He did his novitiate at Karukutty and made his first profession

n 15 May, 1960. Then he moved to Dharmaram College for his Philosophical studies.
Later he was sent to Raigargh-Ambikapur CMI Mission for regency. Then he complet-
edfis theological studies from Dharmaram College and was ordained a priest on 17
May, 1967.

He came to Chanda Mission in 1968 and after a short course in Marathi language he

was appointed at Brahmapuri Mission Station as assistant to Fr. Dan Thottakara CMI.

He was made in-charge of the Brahmapuri mission in 1971. From 1975-1978 he was
appointed Superior at Prabhu Sadan, Tarsa. In 1980 he was sent to USA for Pastoral
Ministry and served there till 1984. Coming back from USA he took up the responsi-

bility of the director of the Christanand Hospital, Brahmapuri and continued to serve

there till 1987. After that he was ascribed to Prabhu Sadan, Tarsa for a short period. In

1987 he was appointed Parish Priest at Tera Prem Church, Warur. As he was serving

at Warur Parish he was diagnosed with acute or chronic renal problems in 1995 and

was sent to Kerala for treatment. The doctors at Medical Trust Hospital, Ernakulam &
confirmed the renal failure and asked to go for kidney replacement. His own yo 2z ~
er brother Thomas donated one of his kidneys and the transplant was conducte
1995. With the transplanted kidney Fr. Paul served the Lord for a long pe
years by staying at Tera Nur, Chanda Bhavan, Aluva. -

During the last few months he developed swelling on his body and was to
Carmel Hospital, Aluva where he used to go for medical treatment. He was diagnosed.\
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with Covid-19 as soon as he was taken to the hospital on 28 April, 2021 and breathed
his last the next day after receiving the Holy Communion in the morning. He was bur-
ied at Mother of Dolours CMI Monastery, Malayinkeezhu, Kothamangalam on the
same day following the COVID-19 protocol.

He was known as ‘Photo Father’ at Brahmapuri because of the beautiful photos he had
taken. He had the privilege of being selected to take photos at the National Eucharist
Congress held at Bombay in 1964 when the Holy Father Pope Paul VI visited India.
Some of his photos were selected as cover pages for various books on St. Chavara and
Others. He had a special talent to get sponsorships for poor children for their studies
and living. He was very particular in reaching out to the poor village people with the
CRS food service and other welfare schemes.

He used to request people who came to him to “Smile please,” and has been smiling till
he fell seriously sick. He was ever thankful to the Lord for his life and especially to his
brother Thomas, the doctors and others who made his life last for 83 long years. He
had been serving at the confessional at Divine Retreat Centre, Muringoor, Potta and
Chittoor for the last 22 years and also in the nearby convents helping them with Mass
and other spiritual services. His social contacts had no bounds and had an uncanny
knack to meet people and offer them his services. He used to visit the Chanda Mission
and the members of the Province whenever he had a chance. He had great love for
Chanda Mission.

We are grateful to Fr. Biju Koottaplackal, Provincial, Carmel Province, Muvattupuzha,
Fr. George Kochuparambil, Prior and members of the Mother of Dolours CMI Mon-
astery for their wholehearted support for burying Fr. Paul there. We remember with
gratitude Sr. Helen CMC, administrator and other co-workers of Carmel Hospital,
Aluva for taking care of Fr. Paul. We do remember with gratitude the good will and
timely help offered by the Samaritan Group of Volunteers from St. Teresa’s Forane
Church, Vallam for helping and preparing Fr. Paul’'s mortal remains for burial due to
the COVID-19 pandemic situations.

May the Lord grant Fr. Paul Kattamkottil eternal rest. | request you to offer
the suffrages for the Departed as mentioned in the Directory No. 58 (b).
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Rev. Fr. Issac Alappatt Palathingal CMI T
(1935-2021) Zid
Birth :19/05/1935 Profession :08/12/1955
Ordination :22/04/1969 Death :03/05/2021

Rev. Fr. Issac Alappatt Palathingal CMI was born on 19t May, 1935 to Mr. Varunny
Palathingal and Mrs. Thandamma at Kattoor in Thrissur District as their third child
out of the seven children. Incidentally three of his sisters opted for religious life. He
went on to make his first religious profession on 8 December 1955. He was ordained
a priest on 22" April 1969, by Mar George Alappatt, the then Bishop of Thrissur Dio-
cese. He left for his eternal rewards on 3May 2021.

Fr. Issac joined Christ College, Irinjalakuda as a lecturer in Zoology in 1965 after se-
curing gold medal for his degree studies from Christ College, Irinjalakuda and First
Rank for PG from SH College, Thevara. Being a gifted teacher with a charismatic per-
sonal rapport with the students he moulded and guided the young minds in a unique
manner which was testified by his students through various social media after his
death. His scholarly mind took the students to the horizons of the world of knowledge
and Fr. Issac has often mentioned the presence of students from other departments

in his classes. Like the Good Shepherd, he maintained an intimate relationship with

\ his students which exemplified his loving, caring and scholarly nature. He served the
College in various capacities like Hostel warden etc.

While he was teaching at Christ College Irinjalakuda, Servant of God. Fr. Canisius CMI

=~ selected and sent Fr. Issac for higher studies in Film and Television technology at Hol-

] IyiNood Los Angeles, USA which was quite a revolutionary step by authorities of CMI

: Devamatha Province at that time. After his studies from the Loyola University in Com-
/ p«munlcatlon Art from America, Fr. Issac rejoined the teaching faculty of Christ College
{rinjalakuda. It was then he started Chetana Film and Television Society and later

. “ e’ér)struc’ted Chetana Sound studios at Chiyyaram. Due to the architectural unique-
V' i ness of the ‘under- ground studio probably the only one in India on those days Chet-




India. The foundation stone of Chetana was blessed by none other than St. John Paul Il
during his historic visit to Kerala in 1986. Chetana family which today has grown into
seven institutions has produced hundreds of musicians and film personalities and
many have used the facilities constructed by Fr. Issac himself at Chetana studio.

He had deep love for mother Church and had strenuously and ardently defended
Church teachings in his preaching and writing. After retirement he made a deep study
about the different sects and heresies that happened in the History of Church and
wrote the well acclaimed three volume book “Thiruvachanam Thettidharichavar”. His
vision revolved around two words-Priority and Proportion and his life was a constant
search to find the right balance of these two words in everyday activities.

His scientific ingenuity was made known when he made the first three dimensional
replica of DNA in India way back in 1965. After his retirement he spent time in this
scientific pursult and presented DNA models to well known scientific institutes of our
nation and one was even accepted by former President of India Dr. A P J Abdul Kalam.
He also served as a spiritual master in Little Flower Novitiate, Ambazhakad. He was a
good spiritual guide and the time he spent for confessional exhibited his ardent zeal.
He also spent his retirement life in Devamatha Provincial House, Thrissur, Infant Je-
sus Monastery, Thalore and St. Mary’s Monastery, Elthuruth where he developed inti-
mate and childlike friendship with the little ones in the surroundings. Let the Children
come to me (Mt 19:14) and the book “Koorirutile Nurunguvettam” is a spiritual master
piece which emanated from those joyful interactions. As a model religious priest, he
served as chaplain for many convents in the neighbourhood of the CMI monasteries.

He was detected with Parkinson’s disease which limited his movements and spent his
final years in Santhvanam, Amala. He had a stroke on May 3, 2021 and was immedi-
ately admitted in Amala hospital but he left this world to receive his eternal reward by
8.00 pm. His mortal remains were brought to Christ Monastery on May 4, 2021 and
the funeral service was held on May 5, 2021 at Christ Monastery Church irinjalakuda
observing the Covid protocol. Fr. Dr. Wilson Tharayil preached the homily in which he
eloquently presented the life and the activities of Fr. Issac. Mar Pauly Kannokadan,
Bishop of Irinjalakkuda himself being a close relative of Fr. issac was the chief cele-
brant for the funeral service.

His love for Church, his scholarly writings, his relentless commitment towards
gospel values of truth and justice, his scientific skills, his contributions in Media field,
his commitment as a gifted teacher, his magnanimous vision and spiritual persever-
ance in day-to-day activities, his prophetic visions, have a lasting impression in the
minds of all those who were associated with him. His simile and guidelines will ever
be remembered in his pastoral lands. May his soul rest in peace. Let us pray for him by
offering the suffrages for the dead in the tenor offour Directory No. 58(b)
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Rev. Fr. Prior General and General Council with the newly elected Mother General and
General Council of CMC Congregation
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“IS PRAYER YOUR
STEERING WHEEL
OR YOUR SPARE
TYRE?”
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