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The New Year often fills us with hope, as we say to ourselves, “Next year will be bet-
ter!” The last 12 months may not have gone exactly as we wanted but, we look for-
ward to the future and have a glimmer of hope that our current situation will improve.
While looking forward to what can keep our spirits up for the moment, a much deeper
exercise that provides more nourishment to the soul consists of reviewing the entire
year and being thankful for the many blessings and crosses that God has given us.
Here are three mantras to improve the quality of our life in the New Year.

1. Set Better Boundaries.

Setting boundaries is one of the most courageous things we can do. It is a challenge to
let people know what we will and will not tolerate. Be aware that setting boundaries
may result in others becoming upset with us. But the people who are our true compan-
ions in life will respect our boundaries.

2. Write down Goals.

Studies have found that if we write down a goal, we are much more likely to achieve it.
In addition, tell as many people as possible about our goals. When we share our goals
with others, we are more likely to fulfill them.

3. Establish Priorities.

If we could only do three activities for the rest of our life, what would they be? If we
are having a difficult time saying “no” to people or activities that no longer serve a pur-
pose for us, we have to concentrate in setting our boundaries.

The New Year is upon us, and that means a fresh start. This is the perfect time to re-
assess where we are going in life, where we want to go, and how we are going to get
there.

New Year 2022 has significance in history because of the conclusion of the 150 year
of the heavenly birth of St Chavara. Let’s imbibe the spirit of St Chavara and try to
transform our lives in this New Year 2022.

Fr. Thomas Chathamparampil CMI

Prior General




Editorial

Big-Endians and Little-Endians

‘Gulliver’s Travels’ by Jonathan Swift is a famous novel which many of us have read in
our school years. The novel describes an intra-Lilliputian quarrel over an issue which
may appear as too trivial to an outsider. It is a quarrel over the practice of breaking
eggs. The Big-Endians are a group of people in Lilliput who believe that boiled eggs
should be broken at the big end while the Little-Endians believed that it should be bro-
ken at the small end.

Traditionally, Lilliputians broke boiled eggs on the larger end. A few generations ago,
an Emperor of Lilliput, the Present Emperor’s great-grandfather, had decreed that all
eggs be broken on the smaller end after his son cut himself breaking the egg on the
larger end. But the people highly resented this new law because many of them did not
want to give up their age old custom. The differences between Big-Endians and Lit-
tle-Endians had given rise to six rebellions wherein one Emperor lost his life, and an-
other his crown. These civil commotions were constantly instigated by the monarchs
of Blefuscu, the neighbouring island, and when they were quelled, the exiles always
fled for refuge to that Empire.

The emperors of Blefuscu were accusing Lilliputians of making a schism in religion, by
offending against a fundamental doctrine of their great prophet Lustrog. But the fifty
fourth chapter of the Brundecral (which is their Holy Scripture) says, ‘All true believers
shall break their eggs at the convenient end. The convenient end is now interpreted by
the Lilliputians as the smaller end. Who will then decide which is the convenient end?

This passage may be historically a satire between the two warring factions, as some
interpreted, on the conflict between the Catholic Church and the Church of England
or on the conflict between France and England. It may have many ramifications in our
present day crises and conflicts in religious practices. Whether we break the egg on
the big end or on the little end, what is more important is that we should eat egg after
breaking the shell. “.the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusa-
lem will you worship the Father....the hour is coming ...when the true worshippers will
worship the Father in spirit and truth.” (Jn 4/21-23). The fierce fights, we may engage
ourselves in today for our so called strong convictions of religious practices, may ap-
pear to be too trivial for people after two generations. But, by then, irreparable dam-
age might have already happened due to the obstinacy and ego of a few. That is what
history teaches us.

Fr. Martin Mallath CMI
General Councillor for Education and Media




Message from
Pope =~

Today, just a few days before Christmas, | would like to recall with you the event histo-
ry cannot dispense with: THE BIRTH OF JESUS.

To comply with the Emperor Cesar Augustus’ decree that ordered them to go to their
place of origin to be registered, Joseph and Mary went from Nazareth down to Beth-
lehem. As soon as they arrived, they immediately sought lodging since the moment for
Mary to give birth was imminent. Unfortunately, they did not find anything. So, Mary
was forced to give birth in a stable (cf. Lk. 2:1-7).

Let’s Think: The Creator of the universe...He was not given a place to be born! Perhaps
this was an anticipation of what the evangelist John would say: “He came to his own
home, and his own people received him not” (1:11); and what Jesus Himself would say:
“Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man has nowhere to
lay his head” (Lk 9:58).

It was an angel who announced the birth of Jesus, and he did so to some lowly shep-
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herds. And it was a star that showed the Magi the way to Bethlehem (cf. Mt 2:1, 9.10).
An angel is a messenger from God. The star reminds us that God created the light (Gn
1:3) and that the Baby would be “the light of the world,” as He would define himself
(cf. Jn 8:12, 46), the “true light that enlightens every man” (Jn 1:9), that “shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it” (v. 5).

The shepherds personify the poor of Israel, lowly people who interiorly live with the
awareness of their own want. Precisely for this reason, they trust more than others in
God.

The shepherds personify the poor of Israel, lowly people who interiorly live with the
awareness of their own want. Precisely for this reason, they trust more than others in
God. They were the first to see the Son of God made man, and this encounter changed
them deeply. The Gospel notes that they returned “glorifying and praising God for all
they had heard and seen” (Lk 2:20).

The Magi are also around the newborn Jesus (cf. Mt 2:1-12). The Gospels do not tell us
who the kings might have been, nor how many there were, nor what their names were.
The only thing we know for certain is that they came from a distant country in the East
(perhaps from Babylonia, or Arabia, or Persia of that time), they set out on a journey
seeking the King of the Jews, whom they identified with God in their hearts because
they said they wanted to adore him. The Magi represent the pagan peoples, in particular
all those who have sought God down through the ages, and who set out on a journey to
find Him. They also represent the rich and powerful, but only those who are not slaves
to possessions, who are not “possessed” by the things they believe they possess.

The message of the Gospels is clear: the birth of Jesus is a universal event that concerns
all of humanity.

Dear brothers and sisters, humility is the only way that leads us to God. At the same
time, specifically because it leads us to Him, humility leads us also to the essentials of
life, to its truest meaning, to the most trustworthy reason for why life is truly worth
living.

Humility alone opens us up to the experience of truth, of authentic joy, of knowing
what matters. Without humility we are “cut off,” we are cut off from understanding
God and from understanding ourselves. Humility is needed to understand ourselves,
all the more so to understand God. The Magi may have even been great according to
the world’s logic, but they made themselves lowly, humble, and precisely because of
this they succeeded in finding Jesus and recognising Him. They accepted the humility
of seeking, of setting out on a journey, of asking, of taking a risk, of making a mistake.

Every person, in the depths of his or her heart, is called to seek God: we all have
that restlessness. Our work is not to snuff out that restlessness, but to allow it to
grow because it is that restlessness that seeks God; and, with His own grace, can find
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Him. We can make this prayer of Saint Anselm (1033-1109) our own: “Lord, teach me
to seek you, and reveal yourself to me as | seek, because | can neither seek you if you
do not teach me how, nor find you unless you reveal yourself. Let me seek you in desir-
ing you; let me desire you in seeking you; let me find you in loving you; let me love you
in finding you.” (Proslogion, 1).

Dear brothers and sisters, | would like to invite every man and woman to the stable of
Bethlehem to adore the Son of God made man. May each one of us draw near to the
créche in our own homes or in the church or in another place, and try to make an act
of adoration, inside: “I believe you are God, that this baby is God. Please, grant me the
grace of humility to be able to understand.”

In approaching and praying by the crib, | would like to put the poor in the front row,
those whom—as Saint Paul VI used to exhort—“we must love because in a certain way
they are the sacrament of Christ; in them—in the hungry, the thirsty, the exiles, the
naked, the ill, prisoners—He wanted to be mystically identified. We must help them,
suffer with them, and also follow them because poverty is the securest path to possess
the Kingdom of God in its fullness” (Homily, May 1, 1969).

I would like to accompany to Bethlehem all those who have no religious restlessness,
who do not pose the question of God, or who may even fight against religion, all those
who are improperly identified as atheists.

For this reason, we must ask for the grace of humility: “Lord, that | might not be proud,
that | might not be self-sufficient, that | might not believe that | am the center of the
universe. Make me humble. Grant me the grace of humility. And with this humility, may
| find You.” It is the only way; without humility we will never find God: We will find our-
selves. The reason is that the person who is not humble has no horizon in front of him
or her. They only have a mirror in which to look at themselves. Let us ask the Lord to
break this mirror so we can look beyond, to the horizon, where He is. But He needs
to do this: grant us the grace and the joy of humility to take this path.

Then, brothers and sisters, just like the star did with the Magi, | would like to accom-
pany to Bethlehem all those who have no religious restlessness, who do not pose the
question of God, or who may even fight against religion, all those who are improperly
identified as atheists. | would like to repeat to them the message of the Second Vatican
Council: “The Church holds that the recognition of God is in no way hostile to man’s
dignity, since this dignity is rooted and perfected in God.... Above all the Church knows
that her message is in harmony with the most secret desires of the human heart”
(“Gaudium et Spes,’ no. 21).

Let’s return home with the angel’s song: “Peace on earth to those with whom he is
pleased!” Let us always remember: “In this is love, not that we loved God that he loved
us[...] he first loved us” (1 Jn 4:10, 19), he has sought us. Let’s not forget this.
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This is the reason for our joy: we are loved, we are sought for, the Lord seeks us to find
us, to love us more. This is the reason for joy: knowing that we are loved without any
merit, we are always loved first by God, with a love so concrete that He took on flesh
and came to live in our midst., in that Baby that we see in the crib. This love has aname
and a face: Jesus is the name and the face of love—this is the foundation of our joy.

Brothers and sisters, | wish you a Merry Christmas, a happy and holy Christmas. And
| would like that—yes, there are well wishes, family reunions, this is always very beau-
tiful—but may there also be the awareness that God comes “for me.” Let’s everyone
say this: God comes for me. The awareness that to seek God, to find God, to accept
God, humility is needed: to seek with humility the grace of breaking the mirror of vani-
ty, of pride, of looking at ourselves. To look at Jesus, to look toward the horizon, to look
at God who comes to us and who touches our hearts with that restlessness that brings
us hope. Happy and holy Christmas! @

4 CMiIlEnvironmental Policy is
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ReV. Fr. Prior General.
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CONGRATULATIONS

Kristu Jayanti College, Autonomous,
Bengaluru Is'accredited with an A++ Grade
by NAAC during the 3rd Cycle of
Accreditation. With a CGPA of 3.78 out of 4,
the score is the 2nd highest in the country as
of now. A proud moment for the CMI
congregation and the Institution
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Fr. Jacob Peenikaparambil

In order to prepare this write up |
searched Google to find out the differ-
ence between Social Work and Social
Apostolate. | came across a dozen sites
and all of them are related to the Church,
mostly the vision statement of the social
apostolate of religious congregations.
The term “Social Apostolate” is used
mainly in the ecclesiastical circles. The
secular NGOs and Civil Society Organ-
izations may not be familiar with this
term. An attempt is made in this write up
to understand the difference between
social work and social apostolate and to
make a few practical proposals to rejuve-
nate the social apostolate of CMI congre-
gation, taking into account the unprec-
edented socio-political changes taking
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place in India under the current regimes.

Understanding Social Work and its
Evolution as Social Action

Social Work can be understood as or-
ganized efforts or interventions either
by the government or by voluntary or-
ganizations to alleviate the suffering of
the poor, the marginalized and the un-
derprivileged sections of society, and to
improve their social and economic devel-
opment. As many colleges and universi-
ties are offering graduate, post graduate
and doctoral level courses in social work,
it has become a profession and its scope
is widened. Rural Development, Com-
munity Development or Community Or-
ganization, Medical Psychiatry, Disaster



Management and Child and Family Social
Work are some of the specializations in
the field of Social Work. Social Work as
a profession is no more limited to serving
the poor and the marginalized.

If we study the history of social work or-
ganizations (Voluntary Organizations/
Non-governmental Organizations/
Non-Profit Organizations), especially
those related to Church organizations,
we can find an evolution from charitable
and welfare approach to development
approach of organizing people for self
help and community development. Or-
ganization of women through Self Help
Groups (SHGs) and their federations,
and their involvement in various devel-
opmental activities is an excellent exam-
ple for the Development Approach. After
the Second Vatican Council in the 1970s
and 1980s, many Church based NGOs
progressed from the Development Ap-
proach to Social Action Approach that
focuses on enabling people to access
their rights. Now most of the NGOs, both
secular and faith based, are adopting a
mixture of three approaches. There are
also some Civil Society Organizations
that are involved only in Social Action.
Greenpeace and People’s Union for Civil
Liberties (PUCL) are two examples.

Social action consists of mainly the fol-
lowing steps: 1) Study, research and anal-
ysis of issues affecting the underprivi-
leged groups of people like tribals, dalits,
disabled persons, domestic workers,
migrant workers etc. 2) Creating aware-
ness among people about various issues
affecting them and how their human and
fundamental rights are violated. 3) Or-

ganizing the target groups for group ac-
tion 4) Struggles for accessing the rights
of people by using non-violent means and
5) Struggles for bringing about changes
in the policies and laws of the govern-
ment in favour of the concerned groups.
For example, social legislations like Right
to Information Act (RTI), Right to Educa-
tion (RTE), Forest Rights Act (FRA) and
Right to Food Act passed by the United
Progressive Alliance (UPA) government
were the result of social action or strug-
gles by many NGOs and Civil Society Or-
ganizations.

Fr. Stan Swamy, who was arrested be-
ing accused of having links with Maoist
groups and put in jail under Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA), had
been following a mainly social action ap-
proach in this work with the Adivasis of
Jharkhand for about three decades. He
made Adviasis aware of the root causes
of their exploitation, expropriation and
displacement through awareness cre-
ation sessions. The root causes of the
problems faced by the Adivasis were
based on water, forest and land. When
the Adivasis adopted various methods
of social action to bring to the attention
of the government their problems, many
Adivasi youths were arrested indiscrimi-
nately, being branded as Naxals and they
were incarcerated in jail. Fr. Stan Swamy
after making a detailed study of the cas-
es of about 5000 tribal youths, who were
put behind the bars, filed a Public Interest
Litigation (PIL) in Jharkhand High Court
asking the details of the youth who were
arrested and starting trial. This antago-
nized the BJP government and he was
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accused of aligning with Maoists, and got
him arrested under the draconian UAPA.

The source of inspiration and passion for
the social action of Fr. Stan Swamy was
Jesus of Nazareth. He strongly believed
that Jesus of Nazareth was a prophet
who stood for justice and denounced all
that enslaved human beings. Prophetic
action was part and parcel of his vision
of the Kingdom of God or Reign of God.
He was following the prophet Jesus while
working with the Adivasis of Jharkhand.

Constituents of Social Apostolate

While going through the vision state-
ments of the department of Social Ap-
ostolate of different religious congrega-
tions, | could notice three main aspects:
1) Social Apostolate is a continuation of
the mission of Jesus; 2) its purpose is in-
dividual and social transformation and;
3) social apostolate is a means to realize
the Kingdom of God. For example, the
first paragraph of the website of CMI so-
cial apostolate is as follows.

“Social apostolate is the continuation of
the ministry of Jesus; his reaching out to the
poor, the sick and the marginalized through
miracles, assuring presence and challenging
actions were the sign as well as the reality of
the imminent Kingdom of God as revealed in
the Gospels. It shall become a way of spirit-
uality for us as required by our Constitutions:
‘God is in reality experienced by men in the
concreteness of their daily lives, their needs
and aspirations, and their actual fellowship
as brothers and sisters, children of the same
Father.’ Like Christ, we too are sent into this
real world to preach the good news to the
poor, proclaim release to the captives and
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liberty to the oppressed (Lk. 4:18). Hence,
action for justice and participation in the
transformation of the world is a constitutive
dimension of the preaching of the gospel”.

Social apostolate of a congregation or a
diocese may consist of a mix of charita-
ble activities, developmental activities
and social action. What makes social ap-
ostolate radically different from social
work is the attitude and motivation of
the members involved in it. For them, the
various activities are not mere human-
itarian, but a continuation of the mis-
sion of Jesus. Hence social apostolate is
spiritual also.

Secondly, through social apostolate
the followers of Jesus are fulfilling the
prophetic role of Jesus, the role of de-
nouncing the structures and factors that
perpetuate injustice, exploitation, dis-
crimination and exclusion.

Thirdly, social apostolate is a means to
realize the vision of Jesus: Kingdom of
God or Reign of God. Reign of God is not
a place, but a situation in which God is
accepted as a loving father and all hu-
man beings as brothers and sisters with
equal rights, opportunities and dignity, a
situation characterized by love, forgive-
ness, sensitivity, compassion and justice.
Through social apostolate the followers
of Jesus are building the Kingdom of God
or realizing the vision of Jesus.

Reinventing CMI Social Apostolate

The CMI social apostolate current-
ly lacks passion because the prophetic
spirit is fading, and CMI social apos-
tolate is mainly focusing on charitable
and welfare activities. According to my



observation, this is not a phenomenon
limited to the CMI congregation alone,
but found in the whole Catholic Church
in India. The overriding influence of Pen-
tecostal movement has almost killed the
prophetic spirit in the Catholic Church
in India. Prophetic role of the Church in
India is almost missing in the theological
and spiritual discourses. For example, the
term, “Prophetic Mission” or “Prophet-
ic Role” is absent in the resolutions and
action plans of the 38th General Synaxis
of CMI congregation. The following pro-
posals are made to rejuvenate CMI Social
Apostolate.

1. Focus on the Values of the Kingdom of
God and the Core Values of Indian Consti-
tution: The vision of Jesus and the vision
of India as reflected in the preamble of
Indian Constitution are the same, and the
core values of both are also the same. At-
tempts are being made by those in pow-
er to convert India into a Hindu Rasht
ra - a religion and caste based hierarchi-
cal and patriarchal society. The vision
and ideology of Hindu Rashtra are dia-
metrically opposed to the vision of Jesus
and of the Indian constitution. Hence as
part of social apostolate, vigorous efforts
are to be made to promote the consti-
tutional values of pluralistic democracy,
justice, liberty, equality, fraternity and
individual dignity. These values are to be
practiced in all our social work organiza-
tions and institutions. The participants of
all our activities must be able to experi-
ence these core values.

2. Greater Access to Good Quality Edu-
cation to the Disadvantaged Groups. The
gap between the rich and the poor is in-

creasing exponentially in India. While
the number of billionaires is increasing
in every quarter, there is no decrease in
hunger, poverty and unemployment. Ac-
cording to the latest Hurun'’s list, 1007
Indians have assets of at least Rs. 1,000
core. India has the third-highest num-
ber of billionaires in the world after the
US and China, according to recent data
released by Forbes magazine. The latest
National Sample Survey (NSS) shows
that the top 10% of Indians possess more
than 50% of the financial and physical
assets. One of the root causes of the en-
demic inequality is the dual system of
education i.e. good quality education to
the rich who can afford and poor quali-
ty education to the poor mainly through
the government schools and low quality
private schools. Hence the department
of social apostolate and the education
department have to jointly plan for mak-
ing quality education accessible to as
many children as possible. The percent-
age of reservation in our English medium
schools for the disadvantaged groups is
to be raised from 10% to 25%. Fees can
be collected from the poor students in
proportion to their income.

As the number of super rich people in
India is increasing, students of our edu-
cational institutions are to be motivated
to pay back to society and to share their
resources with the needy. Students tak-
ing up philanthropic activities are to be
encouraged and for this purpose social
action clubs shall be formed in all our
schools under the joint effort of the Ed-
ucation department and the department
of Social Apostolate.
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3. Advocacy in favour of the Disadvan-
taged

In view of the empowerment of the un-
derprivileged, a team of lawyers, journal-
ists and social activists shall be formed
in all provinces in order to provide legal
aid to the poor and to expose to the me-
dia and the public the exploitation of the
weaker sections of the society both by
the state and non-state actors. This team
also can provide guidance and expertise
to the underprivileged groups to avail
government developmental and welfare
programmes. This has to be a long term
project. Interested and committed mem-
bers are to be motivated and sent for
specialization. This team also shall make
use of the expertise of lay professionals.

4. An Entirely New Approach to Charita-
ble and Welfare Institutions

The traditional way of running the insti-
tutions like old age homes, orphanages,
homes for the physically and mentally
challenged, homes for the destitute peo-
ple, will not be able to cope with the fu-
ture challenges, especially in the context
of Hindutva tsunami. The following as-
pects could be paid special attention.

a) A family atmosphere is to be created
in all our charitable and welfare institu-
tions. The inmates should feel that the
institution is their family. Our members
serving the institutions and their team
members should have the same meals with
the inmates in the same dining room. If the
inmates belong to different religions with
different food habits, vegetarian meals
are to be served to all. Of course, due to
health reasons sick inmates should be
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given special food. Our members who
are working in these institutions should
be ready for this small sacrifice. It is the
touch-stone of their commitment to their
unique mission. No mission will be sin-
cere and successful without sacrifice. The
team of staff members of these institutions
should have a mix of persons belonging to
different faiths, if the inmates belong to dif-
ferent faiths. Otherwise the accusation of
conversion may become easy.

b) The traditional type of hostels or
boarding houses for the tribals and dal-
its are to be discontinued in the mission
provinces, as the facilities for education
have improved a lot. Hostels for children
are an old wineskin evangelization meth-
odology which is risky in the context of
Hindutva tsunami. Wherever hostels for
the disadvantaged groups are continued,
the objective should be leadership devel-
opment with special focus on paying back
to the society, especially to the groups
they represent (tribals, dalits, street chil-
dren, persons with disability etc) should
be given top priority. Inculcating in the
inmates the Indian Constitutional val-
ues and the core values of Jesus should
be an equally important priority. In order
to achieve the objective of building excel-
lent leaders, the number of inmates is to
be drastically reduced and the quality of
training has to be enhanced substantially.

5 Women Empowerment through Self
Help Groups and their Federations

As the method of organizing women
through Self Help Groups (SHGs) and
their federations is found to be very ef-
fective for women empowerment and



improving governance at the grass root
level through their interventions, this
method is to be continued with renewed
focus. Training of women who are com-
mitted to the values of Indian Consti-
tutions should be given priority. Care
should be taken that these groups are
not hijacked by the Sangh Parivar organ-
izations, especially in the mission areas.

6 “Be innocent as doves and cunning as
serpents”

As Ram Mandir at Ayodhya has exhausted
its vote catching value, the Sangh Parivar
organizations are going to use ‘conver-
sion’ as a hot issue and they have coined
a new slogan, Chadar Mukt, Father Mukt
Bharat (An India liberated from Mus-
lims and Christians). Our members who
are involved in social apostolate in the
mission areas are to be prudent and be
prepared to face any eventuality. Un-
announced and sudden inspections and
raids by government agencies on welfare
institutions run by Christians and filing
false cases against priests and sisters

could be part of the strategies planned.
Hence building excellent public relations
with the local people, local leaders and
officers and networking with like-mind-
ed organizations are to be given priority.

Conclusion

The ultimate aim of Jesus’ healing min-
istry was empowerment and inclusion
of people who were ostracized from the
community. His social interventions were
in view of providing justice to the exploit-
ed and the oppressed. The ultimate goal
of social apostolate should be empower-
ment of the disadvantaged groups and
building a just society. This requires a
combination of development approach
and social action approach so that the
underprivileged are able to access their
rights and fulfil their duties in view of re-
alizing the Reign of God. The CMI social
apostolate requires a leap from charita-
ble and welfare approach to social action
approach that is based on fulfilling the
prophetic role as disciples of Jesus. @
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Fr. Augustine Keemattam

This is an attempt to review the progres-
sive growth of Social Apostolate in the
CMI congregation.

“Thenthe king will say to those in his right
hand “Come, you that are blessed by my
Father........for, | was hungry and you gave
me food, | was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, | was a stranger and
you welcomed me, | was naked and you
gave me clothing..... Truly | tell you; just as
you did it to one of the least of these

you did it to me.” (Mt.25: 35 - 40). Fol-
lowers of Jesus cannot close their eyes
to hunger, thirst and nakedness of their
brethren. “If a brother or sister is naked
and lacks daily food and one of you says,
“Go in peace; keep warm and eat your
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fill” and yet you do not supply the bodily
needs, what is the good of that?”(James
2:14-16). Every Christian has to prove
his/her faith by acts of charity.

1. Charitable Activities of the
Founding Fathers and early members.

The founding fathers of the CMI, Rev. Fa-
thers Thomas Palackal, Thomas Porukara
and Saint Kuriakose Elias Chavara were
shining examples of Christian Charity.

The congregation, in its early stage was
involved mostly in pastoral activities of
preaching in the parishes, hearing con-
fessions, helping in parishes, etc. The
Monasteries were spiritual centres
where the members lead a life of prayer




and penance. The diocesan priests came
to these monasteries for spiritual renew-
al. Sometimes the Bishops would send
their priests to these monasteries for
spiritual renewal.

Establishment of a Sanskrit school at
Mannanam and opening its portals to
all, irrespective of caste or creed, open-
ing schools attached to monasteries and
churches, arranging for mid-day meal for
the poor students, opening catechetical
centres where ever there were catechu-
mens, were other expressions of Chris-
tian Charity by the founding fathers and
the early members of the congregation.

Founding of the CMC, religious commu-
nity for women was meant for training
girls in different handicrafts and for their
intellectual and spiritual formation.

Saint Chavara wanted to give an institu-
tional frame work for the charitable ac-
tivities. He encouraged the parishes and
monasteries to found the ‘Confraterni-
ty of Happy Death’ (Nanmarana Sabha)
which was also known as Confraternity
of St. Joseph.(CWC 1V, 2020,166) The
members of the Confraternities were
expected to contribute financially and by
their service. He asked his parishioners
to start a Charitable Home (Upavishala)
in their parish to look after the sick, inva-
lid and the elderly. (CWC IV, 2020, 203).
Quoting examples from Europe, he tries
to convince them the need for such char-
itable homes for the needy.

2. Growth of CMI Charism and Social
Commitment.

From 1831 to 1855, the members of the
Mannanam community were leading a

life of commitment and service. They had
a pattern of life, accepted in the commu-
nity but not approved by the ecclesiasti-
cal authorities. A life leading to evangel-
ical perfection and service to the people
of God were their objectives. There was,
perhaps, no focus on charitable activities
for the benefit of the poor.

In 1855, when the first eleven members
made their first profession, they were
given an adapted form of Carmelite rule
(OCD) by Bishop Bernadine of Varapu-
zha. In 1861 with out any consultation
with the members, the name of the com-
munity was changed from ‘Servants of
Mary Immaculate of Mount Carmel’ to
‘Third Order of Carmelites Discalced’
(T.O.C.D.) and the congregation was af-
filiated to the OCD by a decision of the
OCD General in Rome and Bishop Berna-
dine communicated the same to the com-
munity. The pastoral and social commit-
ment of the members was not reflected
in the Constitution revised and adapted
by Fr. Leopald Beccaro in 1863.

General Chapter of the Congregation
held at Mannanamin 1889, presided over
by Most Rev. Ajuti, the Apostolic dele-
gate in India revised the Constitutions
which was finally approved by Pope Pius
X on 12 May, 1906. This Constitution
was in effect till 1958. The congregation
was, during this period, fully involved in
Socio, Pastoral and educational activities
in Kerala. Meanwhile, the congregation
came under the jurisdiction of the Ori-
ental Congregation. The Constitution
was revised by the members and was ap-
proved by the Holy See on December 8,
1958.
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After the Il Vatican Council, in the light of
the documents, Lumen Gentium, Perfec-
tae Caritatis and Ecclesiae Sanctae, the
CMI ‘Constitutions, Statutes and Direc-
tory’ was revised in 1972. A Constitution
Committee was appointed by the Gen-
eral Council. The new Constitution was
promulgated on 19 March, 1984 by the
then Prior General Rev. Fr. Thomas Ayka-
ra. The new Constitution had a section on
Social Apostolate.

3. A Paradigm Shift.

After the Il Vatican Council, there was a
paradigm shift in the social commitment
of the Congregation. People orientation
and people’s participationin the social ac-
tivities of the congregation were the new
focus. Registered societies and non-gov-
ernmental organizations attached to our
religious houses for organising socio-
economic programmes came up. During
1978 - 84 under the leadership of Fr. Vi-
jay Anand Nedumpuram, the councillor
for social apostolate efforts were taken
to upgrade our social and charitable ac-
tivities to a professional level. A news let-
ter of the department, SAP by name, was
regularly published from the Generalate.
The News Letter documented news,
views and information regarding Gov-
ernment Programmes, agencies involved
in social work, project details etc. Those
in the provinces, who were interested in
social work, could get enough informa-
tion from the news letter.

The next General Councillor for Social
Apostolate, Fr. Raymond Mancheril or-
ganised a series of social awareness
programmes in all the provinces. Social
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teachings of the church were systemat-
ically studied by these workshops which
were directed by expert resource per-
sonnel.

4. A Registered Society for the General
Department of Social Apostolate.

Cyriac Elias Voluntary Association
(CEVA) was registered as a charitable So-
ciety, co-ordinating the Social Apostolate
of all the Provinces. An agreement was
reached between CEVA and KKF (Karl
Kubel Foundation), Germany for taking
up developmental projects all over In-
dia. CEVA acted as an intermediary for
the projects funded by KKF. CEVA office
was set up at Ernakulam and profession-
al social workers were appointed as staff.
Registered societies in the Provinces, like
KESS Trichur, RDSS Silwani took up pro-
jects funded by KKF. A northern office
of CEVA was opened at Mariyam Nagar
in Ghaziabad. KKF funded projects in
North India were monitored from the
Northern office of CEVA. Later to facili-
tate the monitoring of projects in Orissa
and West Bengal a sub- office of CEVA
was opened in Kolkata. Fr. Cheriyan Ko-
chupura was the guiding force of CEVA's
activities in North and in the East.

5. From Charitable Activities to
Professional Social Work.

Most of the provinces registered socie-
ties for social work and set up offices. The
central office at Kocchi processed and
evaluated the project proposals, helped
the organizations for perfecting the pro-
jects as per the requirements of the fund-
ing agencies and recommended them.
Accompaniment, evaluations, course



correction etc. of the projects were done
by CEVA. Through annual budgets ap-
proved by KKF the maintenance of the
staff and the office of CEVA were done.
The Departments of Social Apostolate in
the Provinces in co-operation with the
General department of Social Apostolate
slowly moved into professional Social
Work.

Surveys were conducted to identify are-
as and places where projects for devel-
opment were needed. People’s participa-
tion at every stage was ensured. Suitable
NGOs were identified for co-operation.
Resource mapping, SWOT analysis and
Strategic planning were introduced in
projects. Parameters and indicators
were pre-set. Reporting, documentation,
auditing, evaluation etc. were insisted.
CEVA acted as a catalyst as well as a nod-
al agency.

6. From Social work to Social Action

Department of Social Apostolate in the
General level continued its motivational
activities by organising seminars, cours-
es and workshops in different places.
These programmes strengthened and
empowered many NGOs. Wherever it
was feasible the organizations were mo-
tivated to move to Social Action through
people’s movements leading to radical
changes through legislation, structural
and system corrections.

7. Literacy Campaign and
Panchayati Raj.

General Synaxis held in 1996, by the
Synaxis document, ‘With People to the
Third Millennium’ requested the mem-
bers of the Congregation to take up a na-

tion-wide Literacy Campaign and to get
involved in building up Panchayati Raj
Institutions. Recognising that illiteracy
is a grass root- level social evil, the Gen-
eral Department of Social Apostolate
launched, ‘Gyan Jyoti, a national level
adult literacy campaign. All the provinc-
es and many NGOs co-operated with the
campaign which continued for five years.
Promotional materials and stipend for
part-time teachers and full time co-or-
dinators were provided from the Gen-
eral department. Our Fathers working
abroad and many others contributed
generously to the campaign. It lighted
the lamp of knowledge in the hearts of
thousands through the art of reading and
writing.

Panchayati Raj bill was passed with an
amendment to the Constitution of India.
By 1996 the states had started imple-
menting the law. Recognizing that it was
a powerful instrument of handing down
power to lower realms, the General Syn-
axis called the members to get involved
in their own Panchayat, conscientise the
people and play our role in the develop-
ment of the country.

Rev. Fr. Constantine Manalel organ-
ised a series of training programmes in
Jeevadhara (Kottayam) which enabled
the common villagers to be leaders in
Panchayati Raj Institutions.

8. Micro-financing through Self Help
Groups (SHGs).

The new model of grass root level social
work is micro-financing through SHGs.
From the millennium year onwards, our
units of social apostolate and our col-
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laborators were involved in organizing
S.H.Gs. We preferred a mini model where
the group strength is kept below 20 and
bank-linking and bank financing are post-
poned to a later stage. Monthly meeting
of the groups, an affordable amount as
monthly savings, small amount of loans
and a minimum percentage of monthly
interest agreed in the group are the fea-
tures of this mini- model. Every group is
empowered to manage their business by
themselves. Periodic checking by an ani-
mator ensured the smooth functioning of
the groups. When the groups are strong,
they take up issues affecting their villag-
es.

9. Weaning from KKF

CEVA has been partner with KKF in as-
sessing project proposals, project moni-
toring and evaluation. CEVA office cater-
ing to the needs of KKF funded projects
was supported by KKF. Now KKF has an
independent training centre and offices.

Both the organizations function inde-
pendently.

Challenge Ahead

The Congregations movement in Social
Apostolate was from charitable activities
to organised professional Social Work to
Social action, to concerted campaign, to
grass root level groups with micro financ-

ing.

The Present Situation: Natural calamities
caused by climate change and pandemics
are threatening the existence of human
race. Corporate giants are devouring all
small businesses and livelihood of poor
people. Rightist, fundamentalist, total-
itarian groups (religious, social, and po-
litical) are threatening the common man.
The common man needs the mother
earth; he/she wants the means of liveli-
hood; he/she needs to preserve freedom,
dignity and identity. Can CMl social apos-
tolate find for itself a meaningful path to
tread? @

CONGRATULATIONS
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FUTURE OF CMI
SOCIAL APOSTOLATE

CHALLENGES AND PROSPECTS

Fr. Jose Koolipurackal

Religious life is understood to be close
following of Jesus Christ. Jesus lived
poor and loved the poor. Only when we
are moved with compassion for the poor
and the suffering can we truly be the
disciples of Jesus Christ. The passion of
Saint Chavara forces us to serve the peo-
ple of this era with dedication and spread
the Gospel message of love with more
effectiveness. If the conviction that all
human beings are brothers and sisters is
not to remain an abstract idea but to find
concrete embodiment, then numerous
related issues emerge, forcing us to see
things in a new light and develop new re-
sponses. Responding to this challenging
appeal of Pope Francis that our response
to Social Apostolate shall be expressions

of a solidarity with the suffering and de-
prived sections of the society through a
personal and collective life of sacrifice
readiness to leave confort zones and
lead a life in harmony with the planet.

Care of the Aged

India is passing through a phase of rap-
id socio-economic transformation. Sus-
tained economic development since
independence has brought about many
important changes in the social profile of
the people. The rapid urbanization has
resulted in an acute shortage of hous-
ing and prohibitive rents in cities, all of
which act as a severe constraint on the
joint family system. In fact, the joint fam-
ily system is gradually breaking up giving
way to nuclear family. Forces of modern-
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ization, technological advances and mo-
bility have introduced changes in the life
style and values of the people, adverse-
ly affecting traditional values as well as
respect for the aged. Migration of the
younger generation from rural to urban
areas has increased the vulnerability of
the old who are left behind, particularly
for families that do not own landed prop-
erty, livestock or household industry and
are dependent primarily on the income
of their children.

Increasing literacy among women and
the prospect of employment opportuni-
ties have left them with no time to care
for the aged at home. As there is a great-
er emphasis by families on education and
upbringing of their children, they tend
to move away from villages to college/
university/ towns. The high cost of living
in these places and changing priorities
affect the intra-family distribution of in-
come in favor of the younger generation.
The old people have always been at the
receiving end of these socio-economic
changes.

The average proportion of elderly (over
70 years) in India as a whole was 6.3%
in 1981. For Kerala, the percentage was
7.6%. Kerala’s growth rate was always
faster than India’s as a whole, until 1971
when the annual growth rate declined.
Population projections predict that the
elderly population in Kerala will increase
from 2.2 million in 1986 to 4.6 million
in 2011 to 8.3 million in 2026. Factors
which contribute to population aging in-
clude:

¢  Decrease in fertility and mortality
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¢ Decline in the infant mortality rates,
from 242/1000 live births (1911-1920)
to 301/1000 live births in 1985

0  From 1971-1981, a substantial im-
provement in the mortality rates for ages
0-14, but only a marginal change among
youth and a moderate decline in the mid-
dle ages and among the elderly

¢  The highest life expectancy in India,
which is also increasing

The Problem of Aged in Kerala

Kerala was always proud of its glorious
culture in which aged parents and grand-
parents were loved and protected by
their children. They were respected and
recognized. But that scenario has been
changed. The peculiar situation of the
aged is the by-product of break-up of
joint families to modem nuclear fami-
lies, shift of the population from the
agriculture sector to industrial or service
sector, migration of larger number of
persons from their home villages to cities
and outside the state or other countries
for better employment opportunities,
attitude of the young generation to live
independently with the spouse and chil-
dren leaving their parents and the insist-
ence on the part of the aged not to leave
their traditional households.

Physical activities such as cooking, doing
laundry, running errands for purchasing
food items, getting medical supplies, pay-
ing their water, telephone and electricity
bills, lifting and carrying things become
very difficult. They live in an insecure
situation as there is no one to look after
them. As they get old they face problems
of insecurity and this leads to loss of ma-



terials and money by thieves and also
anxiety. Old people suffer from memory
loss, which causes a lot of problems in
keeping medications straight. Due to fre-
quent illnesses and health complications,
their medical bills are very high. Some of
them have lost their spouses and are ex-
periencing the bitterness and drudgery
of loneliness. Scope for recreation and
relaxation are unimaginable and unavail-
able. Being all alone and physically una-
ble to do what they want to, old people
generally feel very bored and wish for
any diversion from the dull routine of
their lives.

Hence today it is not only the destitute
who need economic support and care
through institutionalization; but a large
number of the economically and physi-
cally fit elderly ones also require social,
emotional and psychological support and
security for their continued functioning
and well being. Thus, there is an urgent
need to supplement the traditional fam-
ily support systes with infrastructural
alternatives that guarantee community
and social support systems to withstand
the stresses and strains and to provide
services to make it possible for the aged
to live with dignity and respect within the
family fold or at an alternate comfortable
centre.

Agriculture

This is an important field to be consid-
ered by us in future to yield more crops
from the agriculture land of the people.
In underdeveloped countries two-thirds
or more of the people live in rural areas
and their main occupation is agriculture.

There are four times as many people oc-
cupiedinagriculturein some underdevel-
oped countries as there are in advanced
countries. In low income countries like
India more than 74% of the population is
engaged in agriculture while the percent-
ages for the United States, Canada and
West Germany are 2, 5 and 4 respective-
ly. This heavy concentration in agricul-
ture is a symptom of poverty. Agriculture
as the main occupation is mostly un pro-
ductive. It is carried on in an old fashion
with absolute and outdated methods of
production.

The average land holdings are as low as
1 to 3 hectors which usually support 10
to 15 people per hectare. As a result the
yield from land is precariously low and
the peasants continue to live at a fare
subsistence level. In the recent past the
adoptions of modern agricultural tech-
nology in a number of countries has
greatly increased the agricultural pro-
ductivity. Even their yields for major food
crops in India are much lower than in the
United States and the world average.
Hence we have to educate the people
to use modern technology in agriculture
and provide them high yielding varieties
of seeds.

Vocational Training

Vocational education consists basically
of practical courses through which one
gains skills and experience directly linked
to a career in future. It helps students to
be skilled and in turn offers better em-
ployment opportunities. After finishing
the courses students are often offered
placements in jobs. Vocational trainings
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give students some work related expe-
riences that many employers look for.
The formal vocational training follows a
structural training programme and leads
to certificates, diplomas or degrees rec-
ognised by State or Central Government,
public sector and other reputed con-
cerns. We have to arrange programmes
for the youth in vocational training in our
centers where ever it is possible. Women
community also have to be given train-
ing in goat rearing, poultry farming, fish
farming, vegetable cultivation etc.

Problems Of Housing

We've have studied in our social science
classes in childhood, that a man needs
three basic amenities to survive in this
world: Food, Clothing, and Shelter. India,
still being in the list of underdeveloped
countries in the world, according to the
2011 census, still needs 18.78 million
houses in India. 0.15 percent of the total
population is homeless.

Cause of Housing Problems in India

With our nation being the second most
populated country in the world, it isn’'t
surprising to see the housing problems
that are issued daily.

There's no investment and proper fund-
ing when it comes to housing in India.

We face a lack of resources, and factory
set ups, to produce the necessary raw
materials to Curb Housing Problems in
India.

We require a very well educated set of
architects and civil engineers, who stay
in our country and come up with a proper
infrastructure plan at low costs.
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Improper distribution of the population
in our nation is another cause. People
migrate within the country to already
populated cities, in hopes of getting jobs
into large MNCs, mostly in the cosmo-
politan cities. This causes lack of housing
facilities, and high price demands by the
greedy landlords, resulting in the unethi-
cal torture of the tenants.

lllegal immigration of foreign citizens,
especially from Bangladesh, Nepal, etc.,
leads to a further rise in housing prob-
lems due to over population.

Looking into a different dimension of
housing problems, the landlords more
often than not, discriminate towards
renting their apartment to the people be-
longing to their religion or caste.

Effects of Housing Problems

The effects of Housing Problems in India
have to be faced by almost every citi-
zen of our country, directly, or indirect-
ly, mildly, or extremely. In the rural over
populated areas, due to lack of necessary
infrastructure, or cheap support, many
times, there are cases of the building
structures collapsing in harsh weather
conditions, leading to loss of lives and
many precious elements. The assigned
money for basic amenities to the govern-
ment and organisations is usually utilised
to buy cheap raw materials, and the rest
of the money goes into the pockets of al-
ready wealthy class.

The most concerned citizens who have
fallen prey to housing issues in India are
the people lying below the poverty line
and lower middle classes. In the absence
of proper housing, we observe open def-



ecation in our country. The rise of dis-
ease-causing bacteria and other path-
ogens, pollution of water bodies due to
the improper drainage system, etc. are
the adverse effects. Overall poor perfor-
mance in our country’s GDP isn’'t shock-
ing when we have an enormous amount
of unhealthy citizens in our country.

Control measures of Housing Problems
in India

However, every sunset is followed by

CONGRATULATIONS

Hearty congratulations to Rev. Fr. Jobi Thottankara
CMI who successfully completed his Doctoral
Dissertation and Defence.

Fr. Prasant's

a sunrise. Right now, what we can do is,
educate as many citizens in our country
as possible. A literate country is a devel-
oped country. Instead of emigrating to
the foreign land, if we stay in our country
and earn, we are ensuring a better devel-
opment of our country. We need to come
up with proper infrastructural plans at
low costs, to ensure affordable and a
healthy living of our citizen and to solve
the problem of housing. e

CONGRATULATIONS

Hearty congratulations to Rev. Fr. Jojo Parecattil
CMI who successfully completed his Doctoral
Dissertation and Defence.

. Discovery of India 3

/ Rev. Fr. Prasant Palackappillil is back at home after his All India

v expedition on his motor bike to discover Trust-Green-Peace.on the
N Indian roads. In 121 days he covered 21010 kms, 27 states and 3
Union Territories. Really a rare achievement!!! Congratulations
Dear Fr.Prasant
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I. MAR PAULINUS JEERAKATHIL CMI
(+06 - 08 - 1990)

As his students, what had impressed us
first and foremost in Fr. Paulinus was his
serene, unassuming appearance upon
entering the classroom. At Dharmar-
am he taught us Cosmologia and Ethica
Generalis, besides giving a short course
on the Philosophy of Sir Sarveppally
Radhakrishnan.

Fr. Paulinus, true and honest to himself to
the core, did never. pretend to be a great
scholar, speaker or writer. Nevertheless
he epitomized all the good qualities of an
ideal class teacher of the olden days in
*preparing his lessons thoroghly and mi-
nutely beforehand; *presenting them in
such a way that even the less intelligent
students got a good grasp of the matter;
* gently, clearly and welcomingly answer-

25

SHDHARIVEMBHo | AlaVeenId 2021




ing to the doubts raised by the students;
*pointing out the areas where spiritual
and religious applications are possible
and useful; *ending each class with aclear
and concise summary of the matter so far
covered and beginning each class want-
ing the students to ask for clarification
on any point they might need; *keeping
an equal and impartial regard for all his
students regardless of their differences
in talents. All these made him so near and
dear to us, his students.

The class-notes he gave us were brief,
matter-of-fact, easy to memorize and
recall. His classes on Cosmology had
very much helped us look at the Mother
Earth with understanding, appreciation,
wonder and respect; at the same time he
warned us to be on our guard lest we, en-
amoured and infatuated by the fleeting
glamour and glitter of the world, should
be enslaved or entrapped by it, forget-
ting that God alone is the supreme, eter-
nal and everlasting Reality, the Creator,
Redeemer and Unifier of all. Very often
he used to quote St. Teresa of Avila in his
spiritual exhortations: “Let nothing dis-
turb you; God alone suffices!”

He summarised to us the spirituality of
the theory of Hylemorphism to the fol-
lowing effect: Matter is to be not reac-
tive but responsive to the Form. If you
are to be formed by God the way He
wants, never posit yourself as a reactor
but as a responder to the word of God.
This is how you are to realize and fulfill
your creatureliness before God. Don't let
your knowledge of the earthern paradise
(Cosmology) make you succumb to the
temptation “to become like God” (Gen.
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3:5), by eating those fruits of the earth
forbidden by God, by refusing your cre-
ated state to be actuated and perfected
by the word of God. Only at the point of
your understanding and practising this
philosophy, you willl start becoming a
person of the spirit and spirituality of
Hyle- morphism.

Two important abiding lessons we could
learn from the classes on General Ethics
by Fr.Paulinus, always modest and mod-
erate, a middle-path philosopher so to
speak, were the following:

1.The importance of the age-old ethical
principle: “Extrema sunt vitanda; virtus
stat in medio” (Extremes are to be avoid-
ed; virtue stands in the middlle).

2"The crown and glory of life is CHAR-
ACTER. The real dignity of a man lies not
in what he has, but in what he is!” The
masterly way he summarised with criti-
cal observations the elaborate writings
of Dr. S. Radhakrishnan well testifies to
the analytic-synthetc powers of his mind
in judiciously assessing the philosoph-
ico- religious views of others with ope-
ness, understanding, appreciation and
discernment.

The venerable memory of Fr. Paulinus is
still very vivid in our minds as a person
who had mastered the nuts and bolts
of religious life as it ought to be lived. |
have heard a good many of my compan-
ions ask: ‘how could Fr.Paulinus, a man so
humble, simple and unpretentious have
agreed to undertake the government of
a challenging Diocese like Jagdalpur?’
The answer too was equally simple:He
was a man particularly and overwhelm-



ingly filled with the Holy Spirit’s gift of
fortitude which enabled him to surren-
der himself unconditionally to the will of
God and to remain unafraid unto the end
in fulfilling it, cost whatever it might. The
invaluable service he rendered us during
our years of Philosphy as an enlightened-
confessor and discerning spiritual guide
is beyond my telling.

He listened to us patiently, offered clear
and practical solutions suited to our

needs, always encouraging us with the
words of Jesus: “My yoke is easy, and my
burdenis light!”

Our respectful pranam is everdue to
Fr. Paulinus, a much revered teacher and
guide inthe initial years of our Philosoph-
ical studies, at Dharmaram in the late fif-
ties!

(To be continued.....)
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Fr. Anil Philip Puthuparampil becomes the first CMI to become the
director of a full fledged Malayalam commercial feature film.

His directorial venture Michael's Coffee House has been running
houseful in theatres. Earlier he had directed Madhuram Ee
Jeevitham, which is scheduled to be released in April 2022,
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FR. THOMAS VITHAYATHIL

A monk who smiled at multiple myeloma

Fr. Benny Tharakunnel

A year ago, on 14 August 2021,
Rev. Fr. Thomas Vithaythil CMI,at theend
of his 87 year-long earthly sojourn left
for his heavenly abode in the diamond ju-
bilee year of his priestly ordination after
a courageous battle with bone marrow
cancer. Fr Thomas, born on 26 May 1933
as the third child of the five children of
his parents Ittiyachan and Mariyam of
Puthenpally, Varappuzha, Ernakulum,
took his vows on 15 Oct 1953 and was
ordained on 17 May 1960. If the 5 years
of aspirancy is added, he had spent 72
years of his life in the CMI congregation.

Fr. Thomas, with a Master’s degree in
Psychology from Bombay University and
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a Doctorate in Philosophical Anthropolo-
gy from the Gregorian University, Rome,
served Dharmaram for almost half a cen-
tury and has the distinction of being the
longest served staff member at Dhar-
maram. He served as lecturer and head of
the department of Psychology at Christ
College (1972-1980), Bengaluru, the
present Christ University and as a pro-
fessor of Philosophy and Psychology at
DVK. He was also section master of The-
ology brothers for few years and served
Dharmaram as bursar, associate bursar,
spiritual director and confessor for many
years. Even when serving as a professor,
psychologist and spiritual director, he
was not hesitant to be the operator of



film shows for Dharmaram community
and to do jobs like that of an electrician,
plumber, technician and gardener. It was
Fr. Thomas who was leading team who
authored the detailed history of Dhar-
maram College (1957-2017). But for his
coordinating activities, the project would
not have reached the press. In the recent
past, almost always he was the rector-in-
charge when the rectors were away and
thus, he was often called the perpetual
rector-in-charge.

Fr Thomas was specially chosen by God
to be the first in various fields of minis-
try and was fortunate to witness many
major events of historical importance.
When the CMI major study house was
shifted from Chethipuzha to Bangalore
in 1957, Fr Thomas was among the first
batch of students who reached Dharmar-
am for their theological studies. When
the post of General Formation Coordina-
tor was established in the CMI congrega-
tion in 1980, it was Fr Thomas who was
appointed to that post. In order to serve
the congregation in this key position, he
had resigned from Christ college in the
very year. When the first novitiate house
was established in the Mysore province
at Kandali, the superiors could not find a
better person than Fr Thomas as the first
novice master. At the inception of the In-
stitute of Vinayasadhanain 1992 at DVK,
it was again the turn of Fr Thomas to be
its first director. Fr Thomas had been
fortunate to do his doctorate in Rome
during the entire stretch of the Second
Vatican Council convoked by Pope John
XXIIl and ended during the pontificate of
Pope Paul VI.

The words of St Paul recorded in his let-
ter to Romans (8:28) “in all things God
works for the good of those who love
him, who have been called according to
his purpose” was truly applicable in the
life of Fr Thomas who was called Pap-
pachan by his parents. It was at a time,
when he was passing through a period of
uncertainty in life that God miraculously
intervened and showed him the path he
had to follow. Since there were no high
schools near his house, the plan of Fr
Thomas’s father was to send him to his
mother’s house for higher studies after
the completion of 7t standard. But the
exam results turned out to be a matter
of great disappointment for Pappachan
and his family. When he could not pass
the exam, his father told him not to think
of any further studies and asked him to
help him in agriculture and other house-
hold works. God, who can turn every
disappointment into His appointment,
however had another plan for young
Pappachan. Just as God revealed his plan
for Mother Mary through Angel Gabri-
el, God’s plan for young Pappachan was
revealed through Fr Laurentinus CMI of
Koonammavu Monastery. As per the cus-
tomary practice, every house in the par-
ish had to be blessed by the parish priest.
However, because of some unforeseen
reasons, when the parish priest could
not make it, he entrusted the blessing of
young pappachan’s house to Fr Lauren-
tinus. During the house visit, realising
the predicament of young pappachan, Fr
Laurentinus asked his father to send him
to the boarding school of the monastery
and to complete the seventh standard.
Surprising everyone Pappachan who had
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failed in the 7t standard, in the previous
attempt could come out with a very high
first class. Then came the next suggestion
from Fr Laurentinus “Why can’t you think
of joining the monastery and to become
a religious priest in the CMI congrega-
tion?” Thus, began Pappachan’s journey
with the CMI congregation.

After completing his aspirancy from
Mannanam, when it was time to enter
the novitiate in 1952, there occurred an
event which had the potential to shatter
his dreams to become a CMI religious
priest. At that time, it was mandatory for
every candidate to undergo a medical
check-up before entering the novitiate.
Those who were certified medically unfit
were sent back home, without any fur-
ther consultations. In Fr Thomas'’s case,
the doctor diagnosed that he had serious
heart problems and was medically unfit.
It almost seemed the end of the road for
young Pappachan in his journey to the
altar of the Lord. But since God was with
him, a wrong diagnosis given by a doctor
could not stand in the way of his religious
and priestly vocation. This time God
acted through Fr Vincent, the then pri-
or general who called for another med-
ical test which found young Pappachan
medically fit. In the reply speech given
during the diamond jubilee celebrations
of his Priestly Ordination at Dharmaram
in January 2020, Fr Thomas said: “Many
who were found physically fit by that
physician left the congregation later on,
but this unfit still continues in the con-
gregation.”

To my mind, Fr Thomas was a man close
tothe heart of Mother Mary. He was born
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and ordained in the month of May dedi-
cated to Mother Mary and was called to
eternal reward on the eve of the feast of
her assumption into heaven with body
and soul. As far as St. Paul’s Mysore prov-
ince which he also served as provincial
is concerned, he was the senior-most in
the province for long 12 years, to be pre-
cise from 8 September 2008, the feast
of Nativity of our blessed mother till 14
August 2020, the eve of the feast of her
assumption.

It was while leading a rather healthy life
that by the end of June 2020, he devel-
oped some health problems and was ad-
mitted at St Philomena’s hospital. To the
utter shock and disappointment of all
those who love him, on 6 July 2020 he was
diagnosed with acute multiple myeloma-
a type of highly painful and bone crush-
ing bone marrow cancer in its final stage.
When Fr George Edayadiyil, the then rec-
tor and Fr Mathew Attumkal, head of our
medical department, with a lot of appre-
hension informed him about the terminal
disease he was suffering from, surprising
them he listened to the information with
a smiling face and accepted it as a special
gift God gave him in the diamond jubilee
year of his priestly ordination. Realiz-
ing that his days are numbered and no
medication would be able to cure him, Fr
Thomas immediately wanted to leave the
hospital and to reach Dharmaram so as
to be with his Koodapirappukal. Doctors
had warned that since the pain of bone
marrow cancer was beyond the capacity
of a person to suffer, there was a possi-
bility for such patients to become violent
and thus morphine would have to be giv-



en to him almost every day. But to the
surprise of everyone, during those days
of excruciating suffering Fr Thomas nev-
er got upset, never lost his cool and never
displayed any frustrations or expressions
of a person who passes through such
a terrible disease. Proving the doctors
wrong, not even once morphine had to
be given to him.

Knowing, that which happens to every
human being, was going to happen to him
soon, he asked Fr George Edayadiyil, the
then rector to give him the sacrament
of anointing of the sick on 10 July 2020
which happened to be the 21t death
anniversary of Fr Gereon Vithayathil
CMI, a priest from his own family. After
having received the anointing, he made
three requests to Fr Rector and every-
one present in his room: Firstly, he said “I
beg your pardon if | have done anything
wrong against you or if | have hurt you
in any way through my words or deeds.”
Secondly, he asked everyone to pray for
him so that he may be having the cour-
age and firmness of faith to pass through
the days of suffering gracefully. Thirdly

he asked everyone to pray for his happy
death and to have the grace of heaven-
ly bliss thereafter. The prayer that was
always on his lips those days was Eeso
Mariyam Ousephe, ente atmavinu koot-
tayirikkaname. Fr John Marius who was
at his bedside when he breathed his last,
testified that it was a calm, serene and
peaceful death. | strongly believe that
mother Mary on the eve of her feast of
assumption into heaven was at his bed-
side to take her beloved son to heaven.

On the day St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara
left for his heavenly abode, the nuns in
the convent of Koonammavu wrote in
their chronicles: “This father of ours was
amodel and guiding light to all the Chris-
tians in Kerala.” | would like to note with
pride that Fr. Thomas Vithayathil was a
model and a guiding light to everyone in
our congregation. We can be sure that
our beloved Thommachan is at the win-
dow of the Heavenly Father’s house,
that he sees us and blesses us. Our dear
Thommachan might have gone from our
sight but never ever from our heart. @

CONGRATULATIONS

Dear Fr. Bijo Mattaparampil for

securing the top rank in MTech
from Christ (Deemed to be
University).ministries.
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St. Joseph:
A True Model for Seminarians

Bro. Jeeson Thomas Kappiyankal

St. Joseph is the patron saint of the uni-
versal Church in Roman Catholicism and
is “featured in the Gospels, especially in
Matthew and Luke, as a model par excel-
lence for all the chaste celibates to fol-
low.” He was a descendant of King David.
Scripture refers to St. Joseph as "a just
man" (Mathew 1:19), which is also trans-
lated as "righteous," "him who is upright,"
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or as "the man whose conduct is impec-
cable"

The personality and the character of St.
Joseph are astounding. Being humble,
simple, obedient, and without marking
any spectacular or marvellous things in
the palms of history, St. Joseph, the foster
father of Jesus, was glorified in the Gos-
pels by the adjective of "righteous man".



St. Joseph was a real man and accepted
all realities of life with utmost faith and
courage. He had the utmost respect for
his wife. He was faithful and obedient
to the will of God; he enunciated tre-
mendous courage amid uncertainty and
perplexities and nurtured Jesus with the
love and care that he deserved. These
are some superior qualities of St. Joseph,
which brightens the glory of his life.

He was a silent missionary and evange-
list of the Heavenly father. In this finite
world of chaos, he accomplished his mis-
sion without any pomp and show. He re-
lentlessly stood firm with virtues. Jesus
imbibed the virtues of St. Joseph, His fos-
ter father, and applied them in his three
years of public ministry. But the remain-
ing thirty years, Jesus practised it in His
personal life. It shows the greatness of
St. Joseph's virtuous and straightforward
life. Jesus profoundly proclaimed and im-
parted this mission to his disciples. If we
gaze into the life of Jesus, it is vivid in His
life and activities.

Jesus started His public ministry by
obeying His Mother's word. Without any
expectation from people, He, too, pro-
claimed the will of God Almighty through
His words and deeds and through His
whole life. Jesus also was faithful and
obedient to the will and vision of God. By
forgiving the sin of the adulterous wom-
an, Jesus revealed His face of mercy. Like
St. Joseph, Jesus too was very calm and
quiet in His Life, and He proved it in His
life by sleeping on the boat during the

storm and high waves on the sea. The in-
fluence of St. Joseph in Jesus's life is pro-
found, and it was reflected throughout
the life of Jesus. He showed tremendous
courage and belief in the midst of un-
certainty and persecutions, even on the
Cross.

There are some remarkable similarities
in the lives of St. Joseph and Jesus. Both
of them were righteous, and they had
enough patience, courage to embrace
all the happiness and agonies of life, and
they were the owners of a merciful, kind
and loving heart. They offered them-
selves fully to the will and vision of Abba
Father and lived accordingly. Jesus en-
trusted His mission to His disciples. It is
very relevant for His followers that they
imbibe these qualities in their life and
impart them to others through our small
acts without any hesitation and expecta-
tion.

St. Thomas Aquinas said, “Some Saints
are privileged to extend to us their pa-
tronage with particular efficacy in cer-
tain needs, but not in others; but our holy
patron St. Joseph has the power to assist
us in all cases, in every necessity, in every
undertaking”. All seminarians are called
to accrue these virtues in their lives, to
transform their lives into powerful in-
struments of the Heavenly Father. The
life of St. Joseph is an exemplary mod-
el for seminarians, and the following of
his virtues will help enhance the lives of
many around us. e
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ANUSMRITHI - 50

LAST LETTER BEFORE REACHIING THE HIORIZON

Fr. Thomas Panthaplackal

St. Chavara'’s love for the spiritual and apostolic growth of his religious congregation and his
uncompromising devotion to the Holy Catholic Church are depicted in his Last Will and Tes-
tament. Further it reveals the spirit and the essence of the spirituality of our congregation. It

is also a good reflection for our renewal.

When someone prepares his/her Last
Will and Testament, it would include
many important points that had touched
his/her life. A few examples of these: he
would be handing over to someone the
responsibilities he was holding, entrust
someone else on behalf of him to pay off
his debts or talk things out, give instruc-
tions on what to do with the inheritance,
entrust someone to finish off something
he started but could not complete, re-
vealing inner secrets, give corrections
and encouragements, connecting with
others so that the relations won't cease
to exist once he was gone, give testimo-
ny that he did not have any revenge or
hatred left in him, entrust someone to
return the favours that he couldn’t... The
list could be longer.

The most important content in a Will and
Testament is the handing over of cer-
tain responsibilities to an individual very
close to him or to a group of individuals
or to his family. This document reveals
new discoveries, it’s also about taking
up new responsibilities. The contents of
such documents usually make those who
are close to the person concerned very
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emotional or at times very inspirational.
Sometimes it creates lot of respect and
admiration towards the deceased and at
times the exact opposite too.

Here are our reflections on Fr. Chavara’s
Last Will and Testament. Thisis an official
document meant for the next generation
to make new discoveries; it's also about
taking over of lot of responsibilities in a
continuing process. It reveals Fr. Cha-
vara’s awareness of his mission, anxiety
and hope concerning the members of the
congregation. Above all it reveals vari-
ous emotions of his innocent personality
and his intense thoughts regarding souls.

The thirst for doing good and
reconciling the conflicting elements.

The religious congregation was going
through the first stages of growth. In the
first stage itself Fr. Chavara and the first
members of the congregation were fully
aware of their aim and purpose and they
had a clear stand too regarding this. They
wanted to safeguard the tradition and
spirit of the Apostolic Church in India.
The goodness they noticed around them,
through their internal and external eyes,
they wanted to increase through organ-



ised activities. On the basis of this, mem-
bers had already stepped into different
fields of activities. Being attracted by
their activities many had come to join the
congregation. According to the require-
ments of the Church and the society they
were increasing the number of ashrams
and also were adding more and more
rooms to accommodate new members.
On the one hand there have been a lot of
positive thoughts, happiness and satis-
faction. On the other hand, Fr. Chavara
also recognised increase in obstacles,
objections, difference of opinions and
clashes of ego between the Carmelite
missionaries and his followers. Both had
their own justifications. The members
were sad that their uniqueness, freedom
and possibilities for activities were being
controlled by the missionaries. They felt
that they were being controlled by the
First Carmelite Order and was also be-
ing led by their spirit. They also thought
that they were not being accepted as
equals by the missionaries and were be-
ing forced to implement their decisions.
Fr. Chavara’s agony increased and all he
wanted was to bring both groups togeth-
er and move ahead. He knew God’s Will
and our happiness would be complete
only when there was mental unity and
peace. At the same time both sides need-
ed to be restrained too.

St. Chavara counts his day’s end,
prepares something for the posterity

Fr. Chavara felt that his days were num-
bered. He stopped travelling and gave the
responsibility to those who were healthy
enough to travel. Signs of illness also
popped up. His reduced eye vision and

pain were becoming more severe. His in-
ner voice was telling him that there won'’t
be much time left. He was the leader of an
extended family which was novel, special,
different and needed unification and also
was growing bigger. It was time to let his
last wish known and to give necessary in-
structions to the members. If he failed to
give that on time then his responsibility
as the leader would go in vain.

Fr. Chavara took the quill, ink bottle and
paper. First in the list was the need to re-
duce the differences of opinion between
the members and the missionaries. Their
thoughts were justifiable, there was
no doubt about that but if they made
the missionaries upset at a time when
Fr. Chavara was no more, the decisions
they take could affect the very existence
of this congregation. When Fr. Chavara
started writing his Will and Testament,
his joy was mixed with pain. He wanted to
pacify the members and cool down their
negative feelings against the missionar-
ies. Fr. Chavara’s narration of this inci-
dent in his own words: “You all know how
we started this: it was in the name of our
Holy Mother that we started this congrega-
tion. It was only through the providence of
God that Mother of Carmel came into our
midst and you have to see the interferences
of missionaries only in this way. Their pres-
ence had helped us grow a lot. Move ahead
by respecting and accepting them.” This
was also a reminder to members that in
front of the power of the missionaries
they were nothing. He also tried to ar-
gue that what they'd designed and what
the others had given them both were the
same, just like the Immaculate Mother is
the Mother of Carmel.
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Strengthen the unity of the
congregation as siblings of the same
mother

Secondly Fr. Chavara’s attention turned
to the unity and strength of the congre-
gation. The deepest relation in this world
is between a mother and her children.
His community members should be like
siblings born of the same mother. Abun-
dance of institutions or distance should
not affect the loving relationship among
members. He even instructed the mem-
bers that they should be a step ahead
in helping one another and in enquiring
about each other’s wellbeing. He real-
ised that lack of obedience towards the
authority and co-operation would af-
fect the relations inside a community.
Addressing the members as ‘Brethren,
(Koodappirappukal) children of the same
mother, he made his last wish intense.

Presenting the first Christian community
as the model he asked them to be a sin-
gle unit in spirit through fellowship, and
be together in the community as a single
family and work intensely for the wellbe-
ing of the public and for the cause of sav-
ing souls.

Work for the Holy Catholic Church

He believed that God Almighty had cho-
sen them to try hard for the spiritual re-
newal of Christians and for saving souls.
He was anxiously interested in accepting
more members who were committed
to the cause and to start new ashrams
wherever needed for doing better ser-
vice. His life’'s happiness was found in
this. He was led by the motto: Do all that
are seen good before the eyes.

36

SBHERIVEMBHo | AlaVeenId 2021

Strengthen the women by empowering
the women

Another wish in Fr. Chavara’s life was to
establish convents for women and bring
them up as leaders. He felt fulfilled see-
ing everything progressing as he had
wished. He had one more thing needed
to be done. Women were coming out of
kitchen into the public fields in Kerala
for the first time, so they would need
spiritual help and support for their future
planning. Members of the monastery
should help them out as if they were sib-
lings. But everyone need not be involved
but only a few who would be designated
should do the job.

Be thankful to others and be merciful
to the enemies

Two noble thoughts in Fr. Chavara’s mind
were the idea of loving one’s enemy and
to remain thankful always. There were
many who had given troubles in his mis-
sion. Human beings are generally venge-
ful in nature. He wondered whether
after his death his followers might turn
vengeful. He had written down in his Tes-
tament that forgiving the enemy was not
enough but needed to do good to his fam-
ily members as well. He also noted down
the names of those who could be includ-
edin the list.

Keep the record of events especially of
who helped us

In a period of forty years, eight monas-
teries came into existence. It’s possible
that the history of its beginning would
be lost to the generations to come. The
congregation had developed with signif-
icant helps from many; forgetting them



would be ungrateful. He noted down the
names of those who should be included in
this category. He reminded each monas-
tery to keep alive the memories of those
related to them and also to be thankful
always. Fr. Chavara always remembered
the mercy of God for giving him a hu-
man life when he did not even deserve
the life of a worm. He could never forget
those who had helped him. He said that
those foreign missionaries had come to
India leaving behind their home and their
comforts to help the Indian church grow.
Hence, he suggested not to give too much
importance to the unpleasant experienc-
es from them.

Easy to rectify others by taking the
blame upon us

Fr. Chavara believed that the best way
to rectify the community was by taking
the blame upon himself. He had written a
document and had given it to Bishop Sth-
abilini saying that the purpose of estab-
lishing the congregation was solely for
the stability and goodness of the country
as well as the whole world. Members of
the congregation should also work in-
tensely. Their actions should not lack an-
ything. He had noted like this, “When our
congregation was formed, | was the first to
take the religious profession and | became
the first Prior. | was responsible to follow the
constitution as per the rules but | was not
able to set a good example in doing that. I re-
quest you all not to take into consideration

my bad example but try to correct the flaws
that came through me. Please work zealous-
ly for attaining the goals of the congregation
and also pray for me as I’'m a weak human.”
Fr. Chavara ended his Testament with
this request. This loving advice of the
chieftain of the big family based on the
laws of Christ was an inspiration to all.

This Testament was prepared before Au-
gust 1870. Soon after that, he became
seriously ill. He arranged those notes he
had writtenin order and kept them inside
a sealed envelope. He gave it to Br. Leop-
old, who had studied at Koonammav. He
instructed him to give this envelop to the
delegate missionary Fr. Leopold the day
after his demise.

St. Chavara’s will and Testament
reveals many things

The letter astonished and surprised Fr.
Leopold when he read it. Each line clearly
revealed Fr. Chavara’s clarity of life, pu-
rity, awareness of responsibility and his
total surrender to the Holy Church. He
believed that our community was found-
ed by God for the self sanctification and
work for the salvation of all. Fr Leopold
closes his script by the words: “Honoura-
ble soul please pray for me,” in his diary on
the day of Fr. Chavara’'s demise. The “Last
testament” was a collection of the mem-
ories of the sufferings and ecstasies in
Fr.Chavara’s life. (Letters 98-103, Mara-
na Pathrika, 1982). @

37

SHBHERIVEMBHo | AlaveenId 2021



Fr. Anto Mundanmany

Indianlconcept{ofiantashram!

Ashrams are integral elements of the
spiritual and cultural heritage of India.
The word ashramiis derived from the San-
skrit term a-shrama which means total or
tireless striving. Ashram is a place where
seekers relentlessly devote themselves
to the pursuit of God experience, un-
der the guidance of a guru with suitable
sadhanas. The values of silence, simplicity,
solitude, openness, eco-friendliness and
non-violence are practiced in ashrams.
In the 20t century, ashrams became the
cradle of religious and social movements
in India. Ashrams of Mahatma Gan-
dhi, Aurobindo, Ravindra NathTagore,
Vinoba Bhave have given inspiration
to the independence movement in India.
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FactorsileditoChristianfAshram
imovementy

The Good news of Jesus came to India
in the first century itself but could not
touch the heart of the majority communi-
ty of this land. The church was blamed for
her foreign garb. Therefore, many in the
church wanted an Indian face or identity
for the church. The new awakening in the
church after the second Vatican council
promoted the cultural adaptation and in-
ter-religious dialogue.

Declarationlof/AlllIndialSeminarion)
(Churchlinlindiajlodayj

In the light of the Second Vatican Coun-
cil, in the "All India Seminar on Church in
India Today' in the year 1969, many new




thoughts arose and declarations were
made. “We the Christians are the peo-
ple of God on pilgrimage... in communion
with other religions of our country... We
should value their great contributions to
the spiritual treasury of mankind.... The
significance of Ashrams in the life of the
church in India is, therefore, to make her
interior life more authentic and make her
relationship with the sisters and broth-
ers of other religions more transparent....
We should encourage the setting up of
Aashrams both in rural and in urban are-
as. Thus, we project the true image of the
church, which is the sacrament of God's
love and not merely an efficient wel-
fare society” (113). As a result of these
thoughts many ashrams came up in India
for the church to reincarnate in the Indi-
an context. Besides these, many religious
and priests opted for the ashram way of
life when the institutional set up and the
ritualistic life couldn’t satisfy their thirst
for a deep experience of God.

Eounding{ofiSaccidananda’Ashram}
Narsinghpur

Saccidananda Ashram, Narsinghpur
was founded in April 1971. Its objective
was dialogue-oriented evangelization
and it began as a combined effort of the
Jabalpur Diocese and the Norbertine Or-
der. Fr. Premanand O’Praem was the first
acharya and his assistant was Fr. Zachari-
as M. of the Jabalpur Diocese. A second
ashram, “Deepshika” was also started
in October 1974 at Dhoopghat village
by Sr. Josephine of the Medical Mission
Sisters. After a few years of service, the
Deepshika Ashram was wound up due to
certain reasons.

Fr. Premanand developed the Ashram
more or less in the Indian gurukula sys-
tem. His emphasis was on simple life,
study, prayer and manual works. He also
developed a good library and contacts
with the public. After fourteen years of
service he left this place.

In the year 1976, Bp. Theophane
O’Praem invited head of Shantivanam
Ashram, Trichi to take up the ministry
of this ashram. Swami Amaldas was sent
here to take up the leadership. He devel-
oped a few cottages and also invited a
community of Sisters to collaborate with
this movement.

Due to the sudden demise of Swami
Amaldas in 1990, Bp. Theophane ap-
proached the CMI Prior General and
thus St. Paul Province, Bhopal took
up this mission at Narsinghpur, when
Fr. Anto Karokaran was the Provincial.
Our Province made an agreement with
the diocese of Jabalpur on 25-07-1991
and the expectations of the diocese were
mentioned like this:“The Bishop's de-
sire is to establish an Ashram which will
in course of time develop into a center
for inter-religious dialogue, prayer,
meditation, research in Indian spiritual
sadhanas, Indian culture and other reli-
gions, leading towards the formation of a
genuine Indian liturgy.”

Afterwards on 22-11-1996 some res-
olutions were made after two days of
discussions and deliberations between
Bp. Theophane, ashram community and
a few well-wishers of Narsinghpur town.
The vision and the mission of the ashram
was specified as: ” To build the kingdom
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of God, sharing the good News of Jesus
through the means of cultural adapta-
tions, Indian spirituality and inter-reli-
gious dialogue.”

JActivitieslcarriedloutibyj

1. Cultural adaptation: In life style we
followed simplicity, silence, vegetarian
food, hospitality, eco-friendliness and
openness to other religions. Mytrimandir
was built in Indian architecture, rooms
were built as cottages, the buildings were
painted in saffron colour, the campus was
given the look of a tapovan (a forest area
for spiritual exercises).

2. Indian Spirituality: Promoted Indian
spirituality through the classes of “Inte-
riority and Integration”, yoga, meditation
and inter-religious prayer.

3. Indian liturgy: We adopted in the Holy
Mass a symbolic language which is more
akin to Indian culture and expressive
of Christian mysteries, followed three
sandhyas, arati, keertans and satsanghs.
We nurtured silent prayer, contempla-
tion and meditation.

4. Inter-religious dialogue: Worked for
religious harmony and peace through
inter-religious gatherings on feast days,
joined the programmes of other religions
and organized seminars on non-violence
and peace. We acknowledged the good-
ness of other religions keeping the scrip-
tures and symbols of other religions in
Mytri Mandir.

5. Sharing of the knowledge of spiritual-
ity, religions and sciences through library:
Our library which has got more than five
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thousand books related to all major sub-
jects is open to the public.

6. Sharing of the healing grace of Jesus
through the healing ministry. Swami Sa-
danand started healing ministry through
herbal medicines, prayer, counselling and
yoga. It is continued even today.

7. Reconciliation and prison ministry:
Ashram has done significant efforts for
the reconciliation of rival groups, broken
families and individuals. We help to bring
changes in the lives of prisoners by vis-
iting, giving counselling and organizing
programmes.

8. Promoted mental health and joy
through the peace garden. Opening the
peace garden for the public to walk, sit
and meditate, we helped them for their
mental health and joy.

9. Samanvay Pariwar (Family of harmo-
ny): Twenty-five years back Swami Sa-
danand started an organization called
Samanvay pariwar in which people from
all religions were members. Along with
this organization, ashram organized in-
ter-religious gatherings, seminars and
other programmes. It helped us to have
more public contacts and to share the
values of religious harmony and peace.

10. Retreats, courses and prayers: Hun-
dreds of formees of various religious
Congregations have attended the cours-
es of interiority and integration (Ashram
experience). Many Fathers and Sisters
have made their retreats here. Many Fa-
thers, Sisters and Brothers who had cri-
ses in vocation and ministry have stayed
here for reflection, guidance and prayer.
Many lay people and families even from



other religions have come and stayed in
the ashram for healing and renewal.

11. Pastoral Animation: Ashram ani-
mates a parish community of 25 families
and they also join the programmes of the
ashram.

ISome)visiblelimpactsiofithe)
JAshram|ministry

Many people from the town love to come
to the Ashram. They feel at home here
and say: we feel peace here. They walk,
take photos, sometimes visit Mytri Man-
dir, sit and meditate. People appreciate
our openness, simplicity and hospitality.
Many at Narsinghpur have high regard
for Swami Sadanand. They gratefully re-
member his all-embracing love, healing,
counselling and guidance. Hundreds of
people come here on the Christmas day
and many of them enter Mytri Mandir
and light candles and pray. During the
public meeting many non-Christians
speak on Jesus and sing Christmas songs.

ISomelreflections)forsthelfuturelof,
thefashram|mission|

Saccidananda Ashram has remained
here for the last fifty years as “the city
built on a hill”. It has succeeded to share
the Good news of Jesus and to show an
Indian and compassionate face of the
Church. The multi-religious community
has whole-heartedly welcomed this min-
istry. We believe God's spirit will move
people towards their salvation.

Every institution has got a structure and
way of communicating the values of the
Gospel. The Saccidananda Ashram has

got a different structure and way. This
difference makes some theological state-
ments regarding our views on cultures,
religions and values of Gospel. The age-
old values of our country are unity in
diversity and an inclusive spirituality. As
we read the signs of the time and remem-
ber our Lord’s commandment of “love
one another”, we feel the Ashram minis-
try has got a prophetic voice in our mis-
sionary endeavors.

In the society and in the church, people
go through various ways for their reli-
gious experience. We can learn that there
are many who seek the ways of silence,
simplicity, openness, contemplation and
meditation. For such people the Ashram
would be a suitable place.

When fundamentalism and communal-
ism are creeping into all religions and
spreading intolerance, violence and fear,
the Ashram can remain as a catalyst to
spread the values of oneness of human-
ity, love and peace.

While the modern culture is very much
influenced by consumerism, comfort and
technology and goes away from nature,
Ashram can counter this culture with its
simplicity, silence and eco-friendliness.

Time is changing and Ashram also needs
changes. New structures and ways may
be needed for a new momentum for this
mission. More youngsters should come
and experience the strengths and chal-
lenges of the Ashram life and should opt
for this mission which less people have
trodden. o
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Author : Fr.George Nereparambil

The book by name ‘Dunston Achane Kurichu’ contains valuable
memories about Fr. Dunston. It is jointly published by Dharmar-
am Publications - Bengaluru and Preshitha Communications

- Coimbatore. This book will be more informative about the life
history of Fr.Dunston who is well known for his saintly life and
activities.

LIFE AND LEGACY OF
SAINT KURIAKOSE ELIAS CHAVARA

Edited by Fr.John Mannarathara. Viva Books Private Limited

Chavara was a literary genius with incredible range and depth.
He popularized vernacular literature. In his magnum opus
Atmanutapam we witness the amalgamation of Hindu prayer
songs and Muslim Mappila songs done in the best spirit of
religious tolerance. He was a saint with a universal vision; he
was a leader who was gentle but firm. Like Midas, he turned
into gold everything he touched.

a0l @R - 2l @10

Br. Georgekutty Kallukalam, Placid forum, Sacred Heart
Monastery, Chethipuzha, Changanachery (2019)

This is the seventh book published in the placid series. As
Archbishop Mar. Joseph Perumthottam has written, “The
image of St. Thomas Christians was perfectly reflected in
the person of Fr. Placid. It is difficult to point another person
as Fr. Placid who has imbibed the spirit of this church.” Br.
Georgekutty Kallukalam has made this unique contribution
in Placid series by presenting the biography of Fr. Placid in
the picture story format.
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q CONGRATULATIONS

| FR. THOMAS THEKKEL CMI, PROVINCIAL OF
"~ ST. THOMAS PROVINCE, KOZHIKODE, IS
ELECTED THE PRESIDENT OF NATIONAL CRI
PRIESTS SECTION. IT IS INDEED A MATTER OF
PRIDE FOR ALL OF US. CONGRATULATIONS
DEAR FR. THOMAS THEKKEL.
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VATICAN NEWS

St. Irenaeus is declared a doctor of the
church

In a decree released by the Vatican on
January 21, the pope ordered that the
second-century theologian St Irenaeus
be given the title of “doctor of unity” He
saidSt.Irenaeus’life and teachings served
as “a spiritual and theological bridge be-
tween Eastern and Western Christians.”

‘Pilgrims of Hope’ - motto for Holy
Year 2025

Pope approved ‘Pilgrims of Hope' as mot-
to for Holy Year 2025. The motto aims to
give a concise sense of the full meaning of
the jubilee journey. The words “pilgrims”
and “hope” also represent key themes of
Pope Francis’ pontificate.

Pope closes Year of St. Joseph with
marginalized young adults

Pope Francis closed the Year of St. Joseph
withaprivatevisittoacommunityinRome
that helps people experiencing marginali
zation,crisis or substance abuse.“Donotbe
afraid of reality, of the truth, of our mis-
ery,’ he told volunteers and the people
they assist at the Good Samaritan home.

Nun named secretary-general of Vati-
can City State governing office

Pope Francis has appointed Sister Raffae
Ila Petrini, an Italian member of the US-
based Franciscan Sisters of the Eucharist,
to be secretary-general of the office gov-
erning Vatican City State. The appoint-
ment, effectively makes the 52-year-old

Rome native the highest-ranking woman
in the Vatican.

Pope clears way for beatification of
JohnPaull

Pope Francis has signed a decree recog-
nizing a miracle attributed to the inter-
cession of Pope John Paul |, clearing the
way for his beatification. The Italian pope
served only 33 days as pontiff; he died in
the papalapartmentsonSept.28,1978,at
the age of 65, shocking the world and a
church that had just mourned the death
of St. Paul VI.

Pope names Salesian nun interim
secretary of Dicastery

Pope Francis has named Salesian Sister
Alessandra Smerilli as interim secretary
of the Dicastery for Promoting Integral
Human Development, the Vatican an-
nounced. The 46-year-old Italian is an
economist and professor of economic
policy, an adviser to the governing office
of Vatican City State, and a consultant to
the Synod of Bishops.

Vaccination is an act of love, says
pope in advert campaign

“Being vaccinated with vaccines author-
ized by the competent authorities is an
act of love. And contributing to ensure
the majority of people are vaccinated is
an act of love — love for oneself, love for
one’s family and friends, love for all peo-
ple,” he said in a public service announce-
ment in Rome.
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NEWS ROUNDUP

[l CMI PRIOR GENERAL'S HOUSE, KAKKANAD IS

Rededication of the Renovated
Churc_h, Mannanam

: = ?_.

The rededication of the renovated St Jo-
seph’s Monastery Church, Mannanam,
and the seventh anniversary of the can-
onization of St Kuriakose Elias Chavara
and St. Euphrasia were held at Mannan-
am on 23 November 2021.

Brazil Mission

Three of our fathers, Fr Dominic Kun-
numpurath (Bijnor Province), Fr Jose Pal-
lickaparambil, and Fr Tomy Pothanapara
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(Rajkot Province) started their mission in
Brazil on 22" November, 2021. Fr Dom-
inic and Fr Tomy will be serving in the
diocese of Santarem in Para state and
Fr Jose in the diocese of Teixeira de Freit-
asin Bahia state. Best wishes and prayers
for your new mission journey!

African Mission Gathering

A virtual meeting of CMI members in the
African Mission was held on 29 Novem-
ber 2021. Fr Vicar General welcomed all
to the gathering. Fr Prior General dur-
ing the introductory message thanked
and appreciated the witnessing mission
works that our members are doing in
Africa. There was also sharing by the
coordinators and members working in
different African countries such as Ken-
ya, Ghana, Namibia, Madagascar, Ugan-
da, South Africa, and Botswana. Fr Anto
Thekkudan, co-ordinator, proposed the
vote of thanks.

First Profession

On December 8, the day of the feast of
the Immaculate Conception of our Bless-
ed Mother, seventy seven Novices made
their first profession at different noviti-
ates in our Congregation. On the same
day all the members of our Congregation
renewed their vows. For the first time
novices from Manipur also made their



NEWS FROM PRIOR GENERAL'S HOUSE

first profession in the Congregation at
Vinayalaya Novitiate House, Bhanpuri.

Servant of God

Rev Fr Bruno Kaniarakath CMI is de-
clared ‘Servant of God’ on 15 December,
2021 at St. Ann’s Monastery, Kurianad.
The ceremony was officiated by Mar Jo-
seph Kallarangattu, Bishop of the Epar-
chy of Pala. Fr Bruno was a man of prayetr,
adown to earth pastor- popularly known
as ‘Atmavachan, simple and humble re-
ligious, compassionate hearted person,
etc. It was a blessed moment for the CMI
Congregation that an exemplary son of
our CMI fraternity was recognized offi-
cially for his saintly and heroic life by the
Church.

Reception to New Priests

On 3 January, 43 new priests of our
Congregation were given reception at
the Prior General’s House. On the next
day, along with Chavara Hills community
the new priests celebrated Holy Mass at
the Prior General’s House chapel. Once
again we have got now 2000 clerical
members in our Congregation with the
new batch. It was a grace-filled occa-

sion to thank God for the greatest gift of
these new priests to our CMI Congrega-
tion. Congratulations and prayerful wish-
es dear young fathers!

Bishops’ Meet

A meeting of the CMI Bishops and Bish-
ops of the CMI North Indian Missions
was held at Chavara Hills on 04 January,
2022. There was a lively discussion of the
Bishops with General Council and Cha-
vara Hills community.

Major Superior’s Meet

The major superior’'s meet was held
from 5 to 7 January 2022 at St Joseph’s
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Provincial House, Thiruvanathapuram.
The meeting, attended by all the major
superiors had very fruitful discussions
on various aspects and concerns of the
Congregation. It also decided to make
10 yearlong preparations for the bicen-
tenary celebration of the foundation of
CMI Congregation in 2031. On the sec-
ond day afternoon, education council-
lors of all the provinces also joined the
meeting for an effective planning of the
education ministry and its associated ap-
ostolates.

CM s for Child Safe World

A workshop on CMI policy on protec-
tion of children and vulnerable adults
and CMI policy for prevention of sexual
harassment at workplace was held at
Prior General’s House on 09-10 January
2022. Representatives from all the Prov-

 Fr. Saju Chakalackal is elected the
president of SMRC. Congratulations and
prayerful greetings dear Fr. Saju.
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inces joined the meeting in the training
sessions. Various resource persons gave
inputs on different themes such as canon
law perspectives, civil law perspectives,
psycho-socio perspectives, cyber pitfalls
and care, preventive measures, imple-
mentation strategies, etc. Sessions are to
be conducted in all the institutions of all
the provinces as part of the next level of
its implimentation.

CONGRATULATIONS

Hearty congratulations to Rev. Dr.
Augustine Paimpallil who
successfully completed his Doctoral
Dissertation and Defence.
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ST CHAVARA VICE - PROVINCE, BHAVNAGAR N

Renewal

The CMI Renewal Programme of 2021 of
St. Chavara Vice- Province began at the
Devdarshan Provincial house with the in-
augural session at 6.20 pm on 13t Octo-
ber, 2021. Fr. Provincial extended awarm
welcome to all the members who were
participating in the online mode either
in their own places or gathered in bigger
groups at selected places.

On 15% October, the last day of the Re-
newal Programme, after the summary
presentations, Fr. Biju Vadakkel, who is
the co-ordinator for the renewal pro-
gramme in the Chavara Vice- Province,
joined us to give the concluding message.
It was a time for deep reflection and anal-
ysis for everyone. Let us hope and pray
that we imbibe the true spirit of CMI
charism and carry out our mission with
more vigour and enthusiasm.

Canonical Visitation by
Fr. Prior General

S S I "\“ ﬁ‘

The first canonical visitation by Fr. Thom-
as Chathamparampil, the Prior General,

began on 16" October in Devdarshan
Provincial House. All the members of
the Provincial House together with the
provincial council were present. Fr. Gen-
eral met all the members of the Provin-
cial house and also the members of the
Provincial Council and the Provincial
Auditor. After these individual meetings
there was a GCPC meeting with all the
members of the General Council and the
Provincial Council. On 18 October, there
was a common meeting of the members
of the province in the afternoon.

Fr. General addressed the gathering and
shared his experience after the visitation
and shared his vision for the future of the
province and the congregation. General
Councillors and the Auditor also shared
the news from their departments and
their future programmes. Fr. General also
released the Province Directory 2021.

Jubilee Celebration

We celebrated the silver jubilee of the
first profession of two of our fathers-
Fr.Jomonlllickal and Fr Vinod Poovakottu
on 2" QOctober in the St. Xavier’s School
Campus, Junagadh. Fr Jomon is ren-
dering pastoral service in Germany and
Fr Vinod is working in Junagadh School.

The concelebrated mass was celebrated
by the Jubilarians flanked by Fr. Provin-
cial and Fr. Jose Kochupoovakottu.
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May God'’s work continue through their
lives.

-

Reopening of Schools

After the Diwali holidays, our schools are
reopened with offline classes. The High
School section was already having offline
classes before the holidays itself. Most
schools are reporting good response
from the students and a good number of
students prefer to come to school rather
than attending the online mode. Howev-
er, the number of students attending in
the lower classes is less.

B ST JOHNS PROVINCE, BUNOR I

Golden Bells in Bijnor

Bijnor Mission is on the threshold of
completing fifty years of mission work in
this land of gods(Devabhoomi).

The ecclesiastical unit of Bijnor was cre-
ated as an Apostolic Exarchate on 23
March, 1972 by Pope Paul VI and was
entrusted to the Sacred Heart Province
of the Carmelites of Mary Immaculate
for the work of evangelization. Rev. Fr.
Gratian Mundadan CMI was appointed
the Apostolic Exarch. It was bifurcated
from the Diocese of Meerut. At present,
the Eparchy of Bijnor consists of a part of
the district of Bijnor in Uttar Pradesh and
districts of Pauri, Rudraprayag, Chamoli,
Tehri, Uttarkashi and a part of Haridwar
in Uttarakhand.

Pope Paul VI raised the Apostolic Exar-
chate of Bijnor to an eparchy on 26 Feb-
ruary, 1977 and Apostolic Exarch Gra-
tian Mundadan CMI was appointed its
first Bishop.
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Msgr. Gratian Mundadan CMI was the
first superior of the CMIs working in Bi-
jnor. In 1978, the CMIs serving in the
mission of Bijnor were constituted into a
Mission Unit and Fr. Raymond Mancher-
il was appointed Mission Superior. The
Mission Unit was raised to the status of
a Mission Region and Fr. Basil Pynadath
was appointed its first Regional Supe-
rior on 27 October, 1981. Frs. George
Edathiparambil, Mathew Vazhappilly and
Augustine Keemattam succeeded him as
regional superiors.

On 11 January, 1991, the CMI Gener-
al Synaxis raised St. John’s Region to a
Vice-Province. Fr. Augustine Keemat-
tam was elected the first Provincial of
the Vice-Province on 11 April, 1991. The
Vice-Province was formally inaugurated
by Fr. Thomas Mampra, the Prior General
on 27 February, 1992.

Hitherto, the single task of the CMls in
Bijnor was to take Christ’'s message of
love to the Himalayan valleys and the
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Gangetic plains. But with the change of
times the calls were coming from beyond
the Himalayas too. At present, St. John’s
Province is rendering service of its mem-
bers in the dioceses of Bijnor, Meerut,
Agra, Bareilly and Lucknow in India, Ku-
masi, KonongoMampong and Goaso in
Ghana, Africa, the Vicariate of Nepal, UK,
Germany and USA.

As part of the inauguration of the jubilee
celebration the jubilee lamp was lit by
Rev.Fr. Provincial, Fr. Benny Tettayil in a
virtual gathering of members of the prov-
ince due to pandemic situation. The Jubi-
lee candle was given to all the communi-
ties,whichwasllit at the time of the jubilee
celebration in all communities. The cele-
bration was marked with the presence of

Rev. Fr. Prior General who was the chief
guest of the day. He expressed his sincere
thanks to all the members of the Bijnor
Province for their marvelous contribu-
tion to the CMI congregation and the
universal Church. It was a matter of pro-
found joy that the main architect of the
mission Bp. Gratian addressed the virtual
gathering, sharing his rich experiences in
the mission and his dream ahead. The cel-
ebration was coloured with the sharing
of all the previous mission Superiors and
Provincials. A combined celebration of
the jubilee together with the diocese of
Bijnoris planed ahead. We have circulat-
ed a jubilee prayer thanking the Lord for
the wonderful protection he has given us
during the past 50 years.

HEMARY MATHA PROVINCE, HYDERABAD NN

Novitiate Entrance

Two of our postulants began their canon-
ical novitiate in two different Novitiates
on 8t September, 2021 on the Feast of
the Nativity of Blessed Virgin Mary. They
are Bro. Shoji and Bro. Jeethu. Bro. Shoji
started his Novitiate at Little Flower No-
vitiate Neriamangalam and Bro. Jeethu
at Chavara Dham, Budhini Bhopal. Rev.
Fr. George Kallukalayil our Vicar Pro-
vincial and two of our members from
Mary Matha Ashram, Chowara attend-
ed the initiation ceremony at Neriaman-
galam Novitiate. Let us keep them in our
prayers.

Visit of Mar Ephrem Narikulam

His Excellency Mar Ephrem Narikulam
Bishop of Chanda Diocese made a fra-

ternal visit to CMI Provincial House, Bel-
lampalli in the last week of September,
2021. He stayed with us and on the next
day celebrated the Holy Mass and prayed
for the departed souls of the veteran mis-
sionaries of the Chanda mission.

Canonical Visitation of Fr. Provincial

Canonical visitation to the houses and
institutions by the Provincial and auditor
was held in October 2021.

Conclusion of Rosary Month

The month of October is very signifi-
cant as it is dedicated to Mother Mary.
We started our special rosary and spe-
cial prayers to Blessed Virgin Mary from
22" QOctober along with our workers,
residential teachers and neighbouring
community. We prayed solemn rosary in
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the grotto of our Provincial House. Every
day after the rosary our third year and
first year aspirants gave meaningful and
touching speech on different dimensions
of Mother Mary’s life.

Canonical Visitation of
Fr. Prior General

The Canonical Visitation of Fr. Prior Gen-
eral began officially on Saturday October
30, 2021 at the CMI Provincial House
with the celebration of Holy Mass. The
Visitation got over on Sunday October
31, 2021 with the general gathering of
the members of the province.

Renewal Programme

The renewal programme of the CMI Hy-
derabad Province and Chanda Province
was held together on 9" and 10* of No-
vember, 2021 at CMI Provincial House
Bellampalli. Very Rev. Fr. Thomas Chath-
amparampil CMI, Prior General inaugu-
rated the two day programme. During
his inaugural address Fr. Prior General
highlighted the importance of renewed
thoughts, ideas and technology in our ap-
ostolate and asked everyone to acquire
the same in order to develop the prov-
ince according to the expectations of the
Congregation as well as of the people.

Minor Seminarians at CMI Provincial
House Campus

Thirteen fourth year minor seminarians
and their Rector and Animator from the
Diocese of Idukki visited CMI Provincial
House on 21t November, 2021. We had
a very good time of interaction with each
other. They were given mementos of St.
Chavara.
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Visit of Veteran Missionary from
America

Fr. George Manjapilly CMI came to our
seminary to visit our brothers. He shared
his memorable mission experience of the
United States of America with brothers.
It was an enriching session.

Winter Basket Ball Coaching Camp

There was a basketball coaching camp
along with skill development games by
Fr. George Athappilly CMI. The basket-
ball coaching class helped the brothers
to improve the quality of the game.

Publication of Book

The Department of Education and Me-
dia cheers our scholastic Jithin Shaji for
his maiden book - “PACHA” - Let Life
Bloom - consisting of poetry and noble
thoughts. Itisin Malayalam and published
by Mazhathulli publication and spon-
sored by Marian Voice CMI Hyderabad.

CONGRATULATIONS

Rev Fr Thomas Pemala was
awarded with PhD in Psychology
from Bharathiar University,
Coimbatore.
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B SACRED HEART PROVINCE, KOCHI

Canonical Visitation

Rev. Fr. Prior General and his Council-
lors made their canonical visit to Sacred
Heart Provincial House from 16 to 18 of
August 2021. They had a fruitful discus-
sion with the members of the provincial
house, superiors and the heads of the in-
stitutions.

Smrthivandanam

To commemorate the memories of the
departed members of the province Sm-
rthivandanam was organized at Sacred
Heart Monastery, Thevara, St Joseph’s
Monastery, Koonammavu, Little Flow-
er Monastery, Manappuram, Christ the
King Novitiate Monastery, Karukutty, St.
Antony’s Monastery, Aluva, Assumption
Monastery, Neeleeswaram, Sevagram,
Pothy and at the Provincial House in the
month of November. The family mem-
bers of the departed brethren were in-
vited, the ceremony included the Divine
Liturgy, Prayers for the dead, the com-
memoration of the departed brethren
and the Agape.

Conclusion of the Year St. Joseph

To mark the conclusion of the Year of
St. Joseph, the members of the prov-
ince gathered at St. Joseph’s Monastery,
Koonammavu the only Monastery of the
province named after St Joseph.

The Celebration included the Solemn Di-
vine Liturgy in which Fr. Provincial was
the celebrant and all the fathers having
St. Joseph as their Heavenly patron were
the concelebrants. The Input session was
led by Rev. Fr. Joy Ainiyadan, the Vicar
General of the Ernakulam - Angamaly
Archdiocese.

Vestition & First Profession

18 brothers, at the Little Flower Noviti-
ate, Karukutty after prayers and reflec-
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tions and the completion of the Canoni-
cal Novitiate period made their Vestition
and the First Profession on 8t December
2021.

Renewal Programme

Renewal Programme for the members
of our province was conducted in two
batches in the month of October at Pro-
vincial House.

The comprehensive Cancer centre built
at Rajagiri Hospital at par with the global
standards was inaugurated by Industries
Minister P Rajive on Saturday, 7 August
in the presence of Fr Benny Nalkara,
CMI, the Provincial. Inauguration of new
OT and ICU complex was graced by Bish-
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op emeritus Thomas Chakiath.

The blessing of the newly built east cam-
pus at Thevara Sacred Heart College was
conducted by Rev. Fr. Benny Nalkara, on
17 October, 2021.

Jubilee Inauguration

The Inauguration of the Silver Jubilee
Celebrations of the Christ the King Mon-
astery Parish was Graced by His Excel-
lency Thomas Chakiath and the Souve-
nir was released by Sri Roshi Augustine,
Hon. Minister for Water Resources on 26
November, 2021.

Achievements

Fr Francis Manavalan has successful-
ly defended his PhD thesis on the top-
ic "The impact of Mirror neuron based
cause related marketing communication
on customer attitude towards corporate
image in India" at Don Bosco University,
Guwahati.

Fr. Jojo Parecattil successfully defended
his second doctoral dissertation, "Tat-
tvamasi: An Anthropological Inquiry
into Tvam" on 28.8.2021 at Dharmaram
Vidya Kshetram, Bengalauru.

Honours

Rev. Fr. Benny Nalkara, Provincial is ap-
pointed as a member of the Complaints
Redressal Committee for Autonomous
Colleges under M G University. Congrat-
ulations dear father Provincial.

Rev Fr. Jose Kuriedath is elected as the
Secretary to the Catholic Engineering
Colleges Management Association. All
the very best dear Fr. Jose.
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Reaching out

The distribution of the Sahrudaya- San-
thwana higher education Scholarshipwas
held on 30* October at Rajagiri College
of Social Sciences. Fr. Provincial handed
over the scholarships in the presence of
Rev Fr. Paul Nedumchalil, the Chairman
and other General Body members.

@AY (AUMIBaeMo

v e

BBULMO Haf0S @Vl.ag)o.0ag). OMONGaHY
glod wlamyo 16 MVEa0BEEEBRUE AWlavoenid
8-00 O] HOIMIS HAVAG  @RYMWTV
@RUWAOMIT3  Qla]  @REBSQAI®IGa|EMANo
aLROAUM (@ VI 06MAaNo MSODI.

alM602a0l®my aLfld:0emomInag®)o,
@3S (UMIBa | ODIHFW)0
ayudem eyemilell @G eIdaHo

(a1Qilvoy D@3 a1DEEIasI® §TVI1E: M O]
OWW)o @RYBEYAUMIBaIMOWIOMWW)o aV)AI
e =yenileil  @rEeLato  (alailvoyomel
O@I@3 ©AVaIQoNI@ 25-00 @IV aldeId
oavad’ alldeauad’ @RWACIIIG MSa).
and. MDY} HEINOHHOEB, aNJ. @REIGTVIENSA
@612 j00, and. HRWIoM AIPM I L@, an.
ENGHNIM al0WO)EOMIS0, aNd. HRWIomd
ms)aileelsn)g  o)arlaid  @lo)alsavile
OMOBIOMP)0, aNd. BODY) AISWOB:OB,
aN?. Galdud M alNilsooaloMil@d, an9. HAVENIO

lST. JOSEPH PROVINCE, KOTTAYAM N

TYIM HOH@DQ0, aN). GRHMNI HaldBl WO
aarlaI@ VANV AVEdajeMOEBlOFW)0
myaIdep eyenileil @ryEeenatla)). @aldlod
@GR G]H6 W3 U0)(U0)AHE 2 1QYIM aNI. GaldUd
®21Mil8o0aloMiled, w00,  HAVENIOPVYAD
POB®AQo, aNd. GRHOMI IV
a)lAIOeS (AIMIBajem@ilend avuyaidem
2y enileil GryGEPLI0aH6BBUd B:0EMOMIHE: ailayl
OIS  @RAITVOOMIC  @R|MWOOIHS
Va0V TLEIABMEOMIS) &SI MSAN).

MIaN). (NICAMI BHaMN1WI D B0
MINBOMNMSalSIAhUdas S BN

)0y MIS @RY(HAOWITE @AM (VRO E:D
8B)aD (ENNEEMO BH6MIWI0HOM 2JHT MR
&06MalGlaloSlewas  0)al®O®LIOIG]
@00RMIWI. MODB:OMMSalS|:h8)eS
99QIMEalOIYERIQOIT] E®IDAV O8I0
alomil@d @08 MleaAl@®MOIW]. aslavosnid
15 0 9200 3 BEMIHE aldLld 0)al®O
ALYIHUM  @PEIQIBY @08 GROMVaN  BBI0
68805 »)OYMIS @RYUAOMITE Qla] M)
200 NINWOA|S BVEBLOWIHROW (al6rl}O
alMo ail. &)@enIMm AGELY MSTI.

(100110301308 203
@PGCAAIBH - Hald) AVMBAUdMo

6(a100il80aH} 08 208 2021 MAIo6NIG 8 MM
16 Q16O @RGCAGISHW]eNo 17 M@@3 Wlavo
NId 3 QOO ©aln)allenmd] &M s
TVBAUoMo MSOI.  af)2ld (alQilvoyoowess
O8Wo  TVMBAUIIHN)HWY0,  GHHUAIBGMIaH

61

SHBHERIVEMBHo | AlaveenId 2021



NEWS FROM PROVINCES

MBI MSOMGHV)o OalT®). Vda))
@1lo)MOSIMIGUdaHO  BROWI6NIN0ENI  af)am
80) a)®® ) IMVIG3 &Sl @PRRAIVLIM
U0)(U0)aH ABOQS)BEHIOAAM @10} M?)ENE0
©l. DEajoUwd 16 @R2@OB MLl OJal®
108 @RRAIDLIM U0)(U0)aH MNSTMIAN).

Renewal 2.0 Anugraha Renewal Center, Vazhoor
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CONGRATULATIONS

Rev. Fr. Taiju Thaliathu CMI is appointed
as Rector of Namibian Regional
Seminary. Congratulations dear Fr. Taiju.
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First Religious Profession & Novitiate
Commencement

The Vestition and First Religious Profes-
sion of Bro Arun Thomas Vithuvattickal
and the commencement of the Canonical
Novitiate of six of our postulants were
celebrated on September 8. Rev Fr Pro-
vincial solemnized the ceremony.

Renewal 2021

CMI Renewal 2021 had been called for
by Very Rev Fr Prior General as part of
his First Canonical Visitation. In order to
‘make our God-experience, Religious Life
and Mission relevant by reading the signs
of the times’ our province conducted the
Renewal Program zone wise.
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Congrats

Fr Jojo Thuruthayil has been re-elected
for the fourth time as the co-ordinating
convener of ISC Examination of Kolkata
region.

Dn Libin Kottapuram obtained the first
place in the comprehensive viva-voce
exam of BTh at DVK, Bangalore. Bro
Chris Padiyara and bro Arun Kariyil se-
cured the top in the Viva-voce exams
of BPh at DVK, Bangalore and Darsana,
Wardha, respectively.

Visit of Apostolic Nuncio

Archbishop Leopoldo Girelli, Apostol-
ic Nuncio to India was given a warm
welcome at Lourdes Forane Church,
Trivandrum, where Rev. Fr Provincial,
Sebastian Chamathara CMI, was also a
chief guest.

A kit for a kid
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Sargakshethra COVID Relief Work
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Cleaning Drive

Sargakshetra Charitable Society, in col-
laboration with Sacred Heart College
Thevara, Carmel Polytechnic Punnapra,
and Immaculate Conception Monastery
Muttar, organised a volunteer service
team to clean the worst-affected regions
of Vadakkemala following the devastat-
ing flood. For the cleaning purpose, about
a hundred volunteers worked together
as a team together with scholastics from
S H Monastery, Chethipuzha.

Distribution of Hygiene Kit

The Sargakshetra team visited flood-af-
fected communities and distributed
hygiene kits to individuals in desperate
need.

Sargakshetra - Sourya
Transgenders’ Meet

Sargakshetra Cultural Charitable and Ac-
ademic Center, in collaboration with the
Women’s Forum, hosted SOURYA 2021,
a Transgenders’ Meet. Archbishop Mar
Joseph Perumthottam inaugurated the
function. The program’s major goal was
to create a public platform for transgen-
der people, who are a vulnerable group in
the society.
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Like the First 11 forefathers six Novices
of Bijnor Province and five of Thiruva-
nanthapuram Province took their first
vows at St Joseph’s Monastery, Mannan-
am, on 8 December 2021. Fr Sebastian
Chamathara CMI, Provincial, was the
main celebrant. Mar Gratian Mundadan
CMI, Bishop Emeritus of Bijnor, gave an
inspiring homily.

Perpetual Adoration Chapel

A perpetual Adoration Chapel dedicated
to St Joseph was blessed by Rev Fr Se-
bastian Chamathara CMI, Provincial, on
08 December 2021 at St Mary’s Ashram,
Cheepunkal.

The New Campus

The new campus of Christ Nagar In-
ternational School at Kazhakootam,
Trivandrum, was inaugurated by Hon’ble
Minister of General Education, Mr. V.
Sivankutty. The building was blessed by
Rev. Fr. Thomas Chathamparambil CMI,
Prior General of the CMI Congrega-
tion. Rev Fr Sebastian Chamathara CMI,
Provincial, presided over the meeting.
Hon’ble MLA Mr. Kadakampally Suren-
dran unveiled the plaque.
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Riposa in pace padre!

The first death Anniversary of Rev. Fr.
Thomas Vithayathil CMI was commemo-
rated on 14t August. The Requiem Mass
was celebrated in the evening by Fr Rec-
tor and Fr. Benny Tharakunnel reflected
on the blessed life of Fr. Thomas in his
homily. Later, there was a Smarananjali,
where Fr. John Marius, Fr. Thomas Kol-
lamparampil, Fr. Biju Kunnumpuram, and
Bro. Akhil Kuzhimattathil shared their
wonderful memories about the saintly
life of beloved Thomachan who scripted
alegacy of holiness for Dharmaram life.

Brillar 2021 - To Shine Forth

The Literary and Cultural Academy(LCA)
of Dharmaram opened its platform with
a variety of programs this year. Brillar
2021 was inaugurated on August 8th
2021 with many cultural events by our

Bl DHARMARAM COLLEGE, BANGALORE IS

brothers like orchestra, dance and a UV
show.

Visual Creations

Brothers of C- section released a Malay-
alam song devoted to our Blessed Moth-
er. The song was scripted by Bro. Shijo
Tharayil of C-Section.

Bro. Thomas Kappil of E- sectionreleased
a Syrian Marian Hymn titled, “Emme d'la-
hen” on his YouTube channel, Malpan
CML.

Bro. Timothy Mbucana of E-section re-
leased his English Marian Hymn named,
‘Hail Mother’ on the YouTube channel,
Kebar Kudos.

The brothers of B - Section released an
Onam Special Song “Pookalam Vannal-
lo.” on their channel ‘Cristal Creations’

Independence Day-2021

Independence Day was celebrated pres-
tigiously in the garden of virtues. The
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National Flag was hoisted after the Holy
Mass. Air Force Commodore Dr. Pauline
Babu from the Command Hospital Ben-
galuru was the chief guest of the day. In
the evening, Patriotic Song Singing Com-
petition was held.

The first year philosophy brothers show-
cased a spectacular cultural event in the
BJTM Hall to celebrate Onam on 27"
August. Onam was celebrated in its tra-
ditional style in Dharmaram with Onam
Sadya, Pookalam and other events to cel-
ebrate the fraternity.
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Gratia to the Benefactors

Fr. Herbert Kringe, a great benefactor of
CMI Congregation and Dharmaram fam-
ily was remembered with great love on
September 1, his death anniversary. The
community celebrated the day as bene-
factors’ day to thank and pray for all its
benefactors on the benefactors day. A
special prayer service was organized to
pray for the benefactors by the first year
theology brothers.

Ora et Labora in the Season of Creation

Imbibing the spirit and responding to the
invitation of Pope Francis, Dharmaram
community actively engaged in activities
that foster love for the mother earth. The
staff and students worked together as
one family on Labor day, on September 4.

General Formation Council 2021

The meeting of the Major Superiors
and the General Formation Council was
held from 17t to 20" September. After
the prayer session led by Rev. Fr Tomy
Kattampally, Rev. Fr. Rector welcomed
the gathering of the General Formation
Council consisting of the major superiors
and formation personnel. Fr. Prior Gen-
eral inaugurated the meeting with his
message on the need for change in for-
mation process. The gathering deliberat-
ed on the theme: Dynamics of Religious
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Formation in the Changed and Changing
context especially in the Digital Era. Mar
Thomas Tharayil and Mr Manoj Abraham
IPS addressed the gathering.

Who's Who of CMI

Dharmaram community gave a grant re-
ception to the newly elected Provincials
on September 18, 2021 in BJTM Hall.
Brothers from Kenya and Ghana pre-
sented a musical treat to the gathering
followed by God’s own country special
‘Ottanthullal’ by Bro. Jerin Valiathazhath
on St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara’s mission
of liberation of the society. A presenta-
tion on GS 38 themes with the activities
of Dharamam was presented.

Bes Rauma: To Mom with Love

Dharmaram community celebrated the
feast of the Nativity of our beloved moth-
er on September 8 with true love and de-
votion. To mark the occasion, a new chap-
el, Bes Rauma, near the philosophy block,
was blessed by Rev. Fr. Rector. Thanks to
the efforts and hard work of Rev. Fr. Joy
Kizhakkayil who designed the transfor-
mation of Island Store into Chapel, Class-
room and a Computer Lab. Congratula-
tions to Rev. Bro. Amal Purathettu for the
beautiful Altar Painting of Jesus Christ.

Book Release

Congratulations to Rev Fr. Kurian
Kachappilly CMI, President DVK, who
edited two books: Fratelli Tutti: Per-
spectives and Ad Perpetuam Memoriam
- A Loving Tribute to Prof. Dr. Paul Kallu-
veettil.

The brothers of E-section who had their
formation in Little Flower Novitiate Ka-

rukutty had compiled a book titled, “Nas-
rayante Amma”. The book was edited by
Rev. Fr. Roy Palatty CMI and published by
Sophia Books. The book was released on
8t September 2021, Feast of Nativity.

As amark of learning the life of St. Joseph
in a deeper way, in the Year of St. Joseph,
the final year Theology students wrote
a book titled, “vishudha Yauseppu: Oru
Sukrthasanchari,” and was edited by Rev.
Fr. Paulachan Kochappilly CMI.

Visual Oeuvre

The brothers of B - Section released a
Cover Song “kanya mariyame ennalum
sthuthikunne” on their channel ‘Cristal
Creations..

Bros. Anto(D-Section), Jain (A-Section),
and Shibin (-Section) released their new
Instrumental Cover “NANMA NERUM
AMMA” on the channel ‘Divine Wood-
winds’.

Bro. Lijo Kattottu CMI of A-Section re-
leased his new Malayalam Song “Mazhav-
ilayen Jeevanil” on his channel ‘CHRIST’S
TOUCH.

The Kebar Kudos channel released a Ma-
layalam poem as a tribute to all teachers
on the occasion of Teachers’ Day. The
poemwas scripted by Bro. Amalek Paray-
il and sung by Bro. Joby Vadayattukuzhy
of E-Section.

The brothers of B - Section released a
Marian Song “Ammaykoppam Japamaala-
manikal Uruvidumbol” on their channel
‘Cristal Creations’ penned by Bro. Tinto
Koottumkal and vox by Bro. Wilson Cha-
varakudilil CMI.
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Dharmaram commemorated the 7th
Anniversary of the Canonization of St.
Chavara and the brothers of B - Section
released a Song dedicated to St. Chavara,
“AZHAKU” on the channel ‘The Gospel
Tree, penned by Bro. Edwin Vattakuzhy
CMI and vox by Bro. Lince Meleppuram
CML.

Congratulations to all the budding art-
ists.

Debate & Kaviarangu

A debate competition was organized by
the LCA department on 25t September
on the topic “Should Christian Europe re-
ceive Islamic Refugees?” All the sections
participated extremely well. A poetry
recitation event was organized on 28t
September. All the poets of Dharmaram
gathered together to present their mas-
terpieces. Many fathers and brothers
participated and delivered wonderful
poems.

Various clubs like Writers Club, Public
Speaking Club, Media Club, Artists Club,
Nature Club and Theatre Club were ini-
tiated in Dharmaram by the LCA. Many
brothers voluntarily join the clubs and
creative enterprises are encouraged.

All India Essay Writing Competition

The LCA Department in collaboration
with the writers’ club has organized an
All India Essay Writing Competition ex-
clusively for major seminarians. The top-
ic of the competitionis “Outlook of St. Jo-
seph: Challenges in Becoming a Synodal
Church’”

Wi ith passion for Mission
beyond borders
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The Missionary Meet of the month was
conducted on 29t September. Rev. Fr.
Joshi Pudussery CMI, a dedicated Ecua-
dorian missionary shared about the land
and its culture. Later, Bro. Ginoy Pullo-
karan of first year theology, who had
done his Regency in the Kenya Mission
and Bro. Julius Harrison of first year the-
ology, hailing from Ghana shared their
mission experience and the missionary
activities in the respective places.

In the month of October, Dharmaram re-
membered and prayed for CMI missions
and missionaries in 33 countries. Each
day, brothers prepared posters of each
mission and displayed it on the common
notice boards and prayed for each coun-
try during the Holy Mass. Mission Sunday
was solemnly celebrated in Dharmaram
with a mission meditation, Holy Mass,
Auction, Lucky Draw and games on Octo-
ber 24, 2021. The main focus on the day
was on Arunachal Mission and Rev. Fr.
Martin Onasseril and Rev. Fr. Nijo Palat-
ty, former Arunchal missionaries cele-
brated the Holy Mass and delivered the
homily, respectively. The collections out
of the contributions from the staff and
students were gifted to the construction
work of a Church in Arunachal Pradesh.

CMI Renewal Program 2021

Dharmaram community got engaged in
the renewal program in three batches
and reflected on the theme, Communi-
tarian witnessing beyond borders. Rev.
Fr. Prior General gave the orientation
talk. Along with Rev. Frs. John Marius,
Sebastian Alackappally, Joy Kakkanat-
tu, Wilson Chakiath, Thomas Parayil
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and Jebin Attokaran, 30 brothers also
joined the resource personnel team and
presented their papers excellently by
elaborating the 5 major thrusts of the
GS XXXVl creatively in the Dharmaram
context.

Cordial Welcome

Rev. Fr. Anto Nayankara CMI and Rev.
Fr Joby Kochumuttom CMI joined the
Dharmaram community after their doc-
torate studies. They have also joined as
the Residential staff in the Faculty of
Theology.

Dharmotsav 2K21

The Annual Sports Day in connection
with Dharmaram community day was
held on November 1, 2021. The Sports
Day began with the colourful March Past

of the staff and scholastics of each sec-
tion. Rev. Fr. Rector gave the inaugural
message and lighted the torch along with
Sports Director and General Captians. D
section became the overall winners. Rev
Bro. Akhil Alukka and Rev. Bro. Akhil Ku-
zhimattathil won the individual champi-
onships.

Dharmaram Marathon was held on 23
November to commence the Community
Day Sports and Games. Congratulations
to Rev. Bros. Dismas Atancha Mbaka,
Okok Ochieng Linus and Joseph Mbithi
mwanza who won the first, second and
third prizes respectively.

Community Day

“Community is the first and most believ-
able gospel that we can preach,” was the
theme of Dharmaram Community Day
2021. Community day celebrations be-
gan with the prayer service led by the
first year theology brothers, on Novem-
ber 19,2021. Onthe community day, No-
vember 20, Rev. Fr. Rector presided over
the Eucharistic celebration and Rev. Fr.
Jojo Parecatil gave the homily, reflecting
on our life and mission of community. In
the felicitation gathering, Rev. Fr. Kurian
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Kachappilly and Rev. Bro. Amal Edathil
felicitated the community and Rev. Fr.
Rector. The staff members of Dharmar-
am presented a greeting song. Rev. Fr.
Rector thanked each and every member
of the community for their unique con-
tribution in making Dharmaram truly a
garden of virtues. After the Community
Day Agape, domestic staff members fe-
licitated Fr. Rector and the community.
Rev. Fr. Rector thanked the domestic
staff for their committed service in mak-
ing Dharmaram life comfortable and pur-
pose driven.

“Kavalal” - Malayalam Drama

As part of Community Day, the Malay-
alam Drama ‘Kavalal’ was staged in the
evening on November 20, 2021. As a
meaningful tribute to St. Joseph, our
patron and to imbibe his sprit, the life
of St. Joseph was creatively portrayed
in the drama. The second year theology
brothers were the organizers of the dra-
ma guided by their master, Rev. Fr. Peter
Kochalunkal CMI. Rev. Fr. James Ma-
dathilchira CMI, the director of the dra-
ma proved his mettle as the director and
won the applause of the audience.
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Philosophy Faculty Seminar

The DVK Philosophy Faculty organized
its Faculty seminar on 18% November,
2021, World Philosophy Day. The topic
of the seminar was “COVID-19: Philo-
sophical Investigations.”

Josephine Webinar

The final year Theology brothers of Dhar-
maram organized a webinar, titled “St.
Joseph: A true representative of young
dreamers in building up the Church of
the times” on 27" November 2021. Rev.
Fr. Prior General gave the inaugural mes-
sage. Rev. Fr. Rector and Rev. Fr. Presi-
dent, felicitated the organizers and par-
ticipants for organizing the webinar to
imbibe the spirit of St. Joseph. Rev. Bro.
Paul Manikathuparambil CMI(Samn-
vaya), Rev. Bro. Sanjo Thuruthikkara CMI
(Darsana) Rev. Bro. Praveen Payyappil-
ly CMI (Carmel Vidya Bhavan) and Bro.
Christo Unnukalel CMI (Dharmaram)
made very powerful presentaitons that
won the appreciation and admiration of
all.

CONGRATULATIONS

Rev. Fr. Benny Karuvelil CMI is appointed
as the Secretary General of Namibian
Bishop's Conference (NCBC).
Congratulations dear Fr. Benny.
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HSAMANVAYA, BHOPAL I

Canonical Visitation by Prior General

Canonical visitation of Fr. Prior General
was held in Samanvaya on 20-21 Octo-
ber 2021. It commenced with the Eucha-
ristic celebration presided over by the
Prior General, on 20 October 2021. Rev.
Fr. Josey Thamarassery, Vicar General
and General Councillors Rev. Fr. Martin
Mallathu, Fr. Biju Vadakkel, General Au-
ditor Rev. Fr. Babu Mattathil and Fr Geo
Karuvelil, secretary to Prior General
were also present for the visitation. Pri-
or General had meetings with the staff
members both individually as well as in
common. He met the students batch wise
and had personal meetings with one rep-
resentative each of the two batches of
students. General Councilors, Fr Martin
and Fr. Biju had personal meetings with
the students.

Fr. General and the councilor for Educa-
tion met the teaching and non-teaching
staff of Christ School. On 215t the canoni-
cal visitation was concluded in the chapel
with the final message of Prior General.

Samanvaya Houseful

In view of the new arrangements of the
Theology programme at Samanvaya
Theology College, all the three batch-
es of Theology students will be staying
at Samanvaya, Bhopal. Accordingly the
Second Year Theologians who were hav-
ing their second year theology course at
Rishikesh returned to Samanvaya on No-
vember 3, 2021 terminating the classes
at Rishikesh. Now there are twenty-five
students at Samanvaya belonging to
three batches.

Seminar on St. Joseph

A seminar was conducted on the theme,
St. Joseph: a Model for Religious life un-
der the auspices of Poornodaya-Saman-
vaya Theology College in the auditorium
of Poornodaya on 13 and 14 November,
2021. Rev. Fr. Josey Thamarassery, Vicar
General gave the key note address.

Three-day Webinar

Poornodaya Mission Institute conducted
a 3-day Webinar on the theme Celebrat-
ing Mission: Gratitude, Assessment and
the Way Forward on the occasion of the
Golden Jubilee of the foundation of the
three CMI Missions: Bijnor, Jagdalpur
and Rajkot/Bhavnagar. The Webinar was
conducted on 25-26 November and 3rd-
December, 2021.

On 25 the session was on Bijnor Mis-
sion. Fr Davis Varayilan, the Director of
Poornodaya introduced three days we-
binar on three missions and welcomed
the speakers on Bijnor mission. After the
inaugural message by Fr. Prior Gener-
al, the following members of the Bijnor
Province spoke on the various aspects
of the mission: Bishop Emeritus Gratian
Mundadan, Fr John Chakkanattu, Fr. Joe
Philip Karikunnel, and Fr. Paulachan Ko-
chappilly.

On 26" the theme was the Jagdalpur
mission. The session started with the
message by Fr. Josey Thamarasseril,
Vicar General. Bishop Joseph Kollam-
parambil, Fr. Abraham Kochukarackal,
Fr. Thomas Muppathilchira, Fr. Santhosh
Kotheril and Fr. Prince Antony spoke on
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the different milestone of the Jagdalpur
Mission.

On 3 December the theme was the Ra-
jkot Mission. Fr. Martin Mallathu opened
the session by delivering his message.
The speakers of the day were Bish-
op Emeritus Gregory Karotemprel, Fr.
Mathew Kalathoor, Fr. Jacob Marangat-
tu, Fr. Thomas Paicattu, and Fr. Saji Koo-
dakkattu. Fr. Lawrence, the Programme
Co-ordinator of Poornodaya proposed a
general vote of thanks to appreciate the
speakers of the three days as well as all
those who helped to conduct the Webi-
nar.

CMI Renewal Programme

TheCMIRenewal Programmewasheldon
15-16 November, 2021. Talks were given
on all the five thrusts of the CMI General
Synaxis and finalized the actions plans.

Samanvaya Staff Live Together

Alive-together of all the staff members of
theSamanvayaTheologyCollegewascon-
ducted on 17 November in Samanvaya.
Fr Sebastian Elavathingal CMI, a former
staff and rector delivered the key note
address and moderated the sessions till
noon.

Mission Sunday

Mission Sunday was celebrated solemnly
on Sunday, 24t October 2021 to awaken
the mission consciousness in every one.
The parishioners as well as members of all
religious communities participated in it
with enthusiasm. Stalls were put up on
the church campus. The collections were
given to the Archdiocese of Bhopal.
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Reception to Archbishop Alangaram
Arokia Sebastian Durairaj SVD

Mathamariam Parish Church community
in the Poornodaya Campus, Bhopal, gave
a grand reception to the newly installed
Archbishop Sebastian Durairaj SVD of
the Archdiocese of Bhopal. The Arch-
bishop presided over the Eucharistic cel-
ebration which was followed by a cultural
programme put up by Parish members as
well as religious communities and a fel-
lowship meal for all.

School Reopened after the
Covid Closure

The Christ school on the campus was re-
opened on 1 Decemebr, 2021 after the
closure due to Covid. Now regular class-
es go in both the offline and online mode.

Resumption of Social Service by
Brothers

we have now resumed our social apos-
tolate. First Year and Second Year the-
ologians go for social apostolate every
Wednesday after the classes and return
by 7.30 pm. They go to different centres
in the city that are 6 to 12 kilometres
from Samanvaya, such as, Chavanipattar,
Bajrang Nagar, Ayodhya Nagar, Gautam
Nagar, Govindpura and Railway Station.
In the centres other than the one at the
Railway station, the brothers visit fami-
lies and give tuition to school going chil-
dren on all subjects and organize various
activities. At the Bhopal Railway station,
students help the staff of the Child line
office run by the Bhopal CMI Province
to trace children who are wandering
around the area. Our brothers help the
staff in collecting information from these
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children and in reuniting them with their
parents in possible cases. Recently our
brothers were in news for helping to
trace the family of a boy who was wan-
dering around the railway station for the
last 12 years.

A New Step in Our Outreach Ministry

Darsana launched a new outreach min-
istry by the brothers to Kshitij, the CMI
Centre at Jam for the people thrown out
to the streets by their families. The cen-
tre, where Fr. Varghese Puthuparambil,
CMLI, is the founder director, has about
70inmates - adult male and female. Most
of them suffer from depression. Brothers
travel to Jam, 65 kms away from Wardha,
using various public transport vehicles on
Saturdays. Once there, they try to bring
cheer to their otherwise sad faces giving
them haircuts, face-shave, and making
them to join in singing and dancing.
Blood Donation Camp

In collaboration with Acharya Vinoba
Bhave Medical College Hospital, Darsa-

na organized a Blood Donation Camp in
September. Over fifty brothers turned

Resumption of Pastoral Ministries

After the Covid pandemic, brothers re-
sumed pastoral ministry. They go to the
five wards of the parish and conduct
prayer meetings on Saturdays and Sun-
days.

EDARSANA, WARDHA I

up as donors. The idea of a blood dona-
tion camp came as aresponse to the sight
of many poor patients turning up at our
doorstep coming from far away districts
of Maharashtra and neighbouring states
of Chhattisgarh and Telengana. Besides
the two regular blood donation camps
organized at Darsana annually, our stu-
dents also volunteer to be donors in the
two medical college hospitals in the town
whenever there are requests.

On Our First Mission Expedition

Although brothers had come to Darsa-
na with a bundle of mission dreams, the
pandemic had put a lid on them. That
was indeed a frustrating experience. The
month of October changed it all. With
the pandemic receding, the senior broth-
ers had their first opportunity for a first
hand mission experience in the Adilabad
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mission of Telengana. Bishop Prince, the
Fathers and Sisters accorded a warm
welcome. Language was to be a barrier.
But as St Paul says, ‘love bears all things!
The strong waves of love and affection of
the villagers washed away all the barriers
of language. Brothers were sent to four
mission centres of Utnur, Indrevalli, Rale
Metampally and Anudkoda. Living with
the families, working with them in their
fields, leading October Rosary devotion,
assisting the priests in the repair and up-
keep of the churches, etc., the ten-day
mission exposure was rich and colourful.
But what stood out as unique experience
was the fervor of faith the new Chris-
tians, their openness and hospitality, the
zeal of the missionaries, and the thrust
on evangelization that has become the
engine of Adilabad mission.

Celebration of Mission Sunday

From a pastoral point of view, the biggest
challenge of the pandemic was the trail of
lethargy it had left over the liturgical and
ecclesial life of our Eucharistic communi-
ty So we seized the occasion of Mission
Sunday to infuse energy and enthusiasm
into our community. Solemn Eucharistic
celebration, auction, food stalls, games,
etc. made it a wholesome experience.
More than the record funds collection in
support of the mission, for our Eucharis-
tic community it was a win-win since the
celebration helped everyone to become
aware of his and her mission in one’s own
context.

Lending Flesh to What We Preach

For the second consecutive year, Darsa-
na has taken up the ministry of gifting a
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home for the homeless. In partnership
with General Department of Social Ap-
ostolate, Darsana had built houses for
two families last year. A house is being
readied for a homeless widow (Mrs. Aru-
na Sudhakar Kulsange) in the village of
Sawangi Meghe. The house is expected
to be ready by the end of January. Mrs.
Aruna, along with her late husband, has
been a worker in our farm for over twen-
ty years. Tears of joy in her eyes is an ac-
knowledgment of what we kept preach-
ing has finally taken flesh.

Towards a Waste-free Campus for a
Social Cause

Brothers have taken a noble initiative of
partnership with the Centre of Science
for Village, Wardha. The initiative aims to
link the cause of a ‘Green, Clean Darsana
Campus’ with the cause of ‘Darsana with
a Social Face! Every little scrap of paper
waste is collected from Darsana and
handed over to the Centre of Science for
Village. The waste will be converted to
useful materials, like files, pens, bags, etc.
sharing them between Darsana and the
Centre on a 50-50 basis. Besides, every
Darsanite has turned a scrap dealer, pick-
ing up every piece of scraps in plastic,
iron, etc. and pooling them for sale in sup-
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port of the community’s social outreach
apostolate.

With the Marginalised

After a two-year long hiatus imposed by
Covid-related restrictions, brothers are
seizing the occasion of Christmas 2021
to renew our longstanding association
with the Leprosy Foundation, Remand

Home and the District Jail in the town to
bring cheer to the lives of many unfortu-
nate brethren dumped into the dark mar-
gins of the society. Brothers have already
renewed Darsana’s years old contact
with the people of migrant settlements
of nearby quarry. Plans are in place to
resume tuition classes for the children
there.

l CHRIST KINDERGARTEN, BENGALURU IS

Singing Competition

Singing Competition was conducted
online by instructing the parents to up-
load the video entry of their child’s par-
ticipation to YouTube channel. 127 LKG
students and 143 UKG students actively
participated in the competition. Three
best entries from each section were
awarded e-certificates.

A peep into the Little Kingdom

Teachers were given an opportunity to
recapitulate their learning during the
orientation program ‘A peep into the
Little Kingdom’ conducted by Mrs. Eliza-
beth Abey and give a presentation on the
topics covered in the session and refresh
their knowledge gained during the ses-
sion.

Teacher’s Day

Teacher’s Day was celebrated during the
online class with the students and offline
with the staff members in the Kindergar-
ten quadrangle. The untiring services of
the teachers were recognised and ap-
preciated with a specially designed wall
clock with the group photo of the staff
members in it as a gift from the Manage-
ment.  Kinderjoy Talents Competition

was conducted for the teachers with
events such as Solo Dance, Solo Song,
Art and Craft and Fancy-Dress Compe-
titions.

Grandparent’s Day

Grandparent’s Day was observed with a
video dedicated to Grandparents

Adieu Ms. Jessima

Ms. Jessima Johnson, KG teacher breat
hed her last after a prolonged illness on
6" October, 2021. Fr. Director requested
the prayers of the staff members for the
departed soul.

Musical Dance Drama video

A committee was formed to execute the
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task of bringing out a Musical Dance Dra-
ma video in dedication to the Year of St.
Joseph.

Feast Day of Fr. Director
BJCHRIST KINDERGARTEN

Feast Day of Rev. Fr. Martin Joseph CMI,
Director, was celebrated with a video
dedicated in his honour with the active
participation of the students.

World Record

Ms. Sunvisha C, student of UKG ‘E’ sec-
tion, won the Kalam’s World Record
award for setting the world record in
being the fastest child to identify, locate
and recite all the Indian States and Union
Territories along with their capitals on an
outline map. She has also won accolades
for her achievement in being the young-
est (4 years, 11 months) to code decimal
and its corresponding octal, hexadecimal,

and binary code of 1-15 in the number
system. She set a new world record for
the International Book of Records.

Children’s day

Children’s day was celebrated virtually
during the online class. The lucky draw
was held during the session to pick the
name of the lucky child and the lucky
winner was instructed to report to
school along with the parents to receive
the prize from the Director.

Christmas 2021

Christmas was virtually celebrated with
the students during the online class and
was celebrated with the staff members
in the Kindergarten Quadrangle on 21
December 2021, with the usual excite-
ment and fervour that the holy season
brings with it.

Il CHRIST ICSE SCHOOL, BENGALURU _

GANDHI JAYANTI

Christ school ICSE celebrated 151¢
birth anniversary of the father of our na-
tion. We recalled his works and struggle
through a video where in the children en-
acted his life story.
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INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR
THE OLDER PERSONS

International Day for the Older Persons
wasobserved onOctober 1.ltwasaproud
moment wherein the blooming Christites
honoured their grandparents with the
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beautiful messages through the Video.
INTERNATIONAL GIRL CHILD DAY

Every year 11% of October is celebrat-
ed as International Girl Child Day. This
year, the International Girl Child Day was
celebrated virtually through our Christ
School ICSE official YouTube channel.

Special Achievement

Naidhruva from 6E won gold medal in
the Karnataka State level fencing compe-
tition held at Kanteerava stadium on 29t
October 2021.

WEBINAR - The impact of web- based
storytelling

On 17t November, 2021 we had a webi-
nar for class 8 from 6pm to 7pm on the
topic “The impact of web- based story-
telling in High school English Language
Education.” Our trainer was Ms. Abhipri-
va Roy, who is a PhD research scholar at
Christ University, Bangalore.

VICE PRINCIPALS’ DAY
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The school celebrated the Feast Day
of our beloved Vice Principal, Rev. Fr.
Martin Onasseril CMI, on November 2™
2021, following the feast day of his pa-
tron saint St. Martin De Pores.

DIWALI
Christ school ICSE celebrated Diwaliin a

special way. Teachers took the initiative
and decorated the lamps with colours
and glitter.

INVESTITURE CEREMONY
2021 - 2022

The Investiture and Oath taking Ceremo-
ny (Senior /Junior) of Christ ICSE School
for the academic session 2021-2022 was
held with great pomp and dignity in a
special ceremony at the school Silver Ju-
bilee Hall on 13t October, 2021, with the
theme ‘EMPOWERING EXCELLENCFE’

The event was presided over by Dr Ms B
Gayathri Devi, Secretary of Karnataka
ICSE School Association.

SOGNARE 2021- Dream Dreams

Children’s day was celebrated with fun
and frolic at Christ School ICSE by fol-
lowing all the social distancing norms.
From the inimitable puppet show, beauti-
fully choreographed and executed dance
performance to soulful rendition of folk-
lore music, the teachers did all they could
do to make the students happy. The game
show and Lucky draw were an icing on
the cake.

SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENT

The Indie Bookstore in association with
An imprint of Edison Consulting Services
organised a story writing competition for
the southzone schools. 10 of our students
made us proud as they were declared vic-
torious by the publishing house. The sto-
ries written by our students shall be com-
piled in a book which shall be available on
the website www.indie-bookstore.com,
Amazon and Flipkart.
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B CHRIST SCHOOL (STATE & CBSE), BENGALURU N

Teachers’ day Celebration 2021

dents with much enthusiasm, on Septem-
ber 6,2021. Teachers were felicitated for
their dedicated work by Rev.Fr. Sebastian
Elanjickal CMI, Principal and Rev. Fr. Reji
Koodapatt CMI, Finance Administrator.

Vaccination Drive

Christ School organized yet another free
vaccination drive on 2nd October 2021
so as to ensure safety of staff and stu-
dents.

Feast Day Celebration of
Rev. Fr. Martin Onnasseril CMI

Vice- Principal’'s day, the Heavenly Pa-
tron’s day of Rev. Fr. Martin Onnasserril,
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was celebrated on 3 November. The
celebration was rather grand and with
various programmes organized by the
teachers and students.

& FESTAL GREETINGS TO YOU o

Dear Rev.Fr.Martin On~~<seril CM/
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Children’s Day for this academic year
was celebrated on Monday, 15% of No-
vember 2021. Teachers strived hard to
make this day the most memorable one
to all the children by performing many
cultural events like the semi-classical
dance, western dance, a musical drama
and group song.

“Happy Journey: a Journey with
students”

A staff in-service program was organized
on the 27 of November for all the staff
members of Christ School (State and



THROUGH THE INSTITUTIONS

CBSE). The one day programme was con-
ducted by Mr. Justin Thomas, HR Trainer
and Motivational Speaker.

Christmas Celebration

™ CHRIST GROUP OF ScHoOLS

MANAGERS DAY g |
Al

The Christmas Celebration of the Christ
School (Sate & CBSE) was held on 22nd
December 2021. The Principal, Co-ordi
nators, members of the staff and the
high school students of Christ school
(State Board) took part in the marvelous
celebration. Through the beautiful pro-
grammes presented by the students the
Christmas joy was brought alive.

Buon Natalae 2021.

On 20th December 2021, we celebrated
Christmas solemnly. The theme for the
day was Buon Natalae 2021. Rev Fr Fenil
Karickakunnel CMI, Director Christ Spe-
cial School, Rev Fr RejiKoodapatu CMI
,Finance Administrator, Rev Fr Nilson
Davis Pallissery CMI, Principal, Christ
School ICSE, Rev Fr Martin Joseph CMlI,
Asst Director Christ Special School and
all the parents were present for the cel-
ebration.

Manager’s Day celebration

As it is customary, the Manager’s Day
was celebrated along with the Christ-
mas Celebration of all the units of Christ
Group of Schools, on 22" December
2021. Inthe programme hosted by Christ
School (CBSE and State), the Principals,
Directors, and the Staff of all other units,
viz., Christ Kindergarten, Christ ICSE
School, Christa Vidyalaya, Christ Special
School and Christ ICSE School, Kengeri,
took part with full enthusiasm and pre-
sented beautiful events, rather with a
competitive spirit.

CHRTST'S‘PECYAL SCH

%
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Grocery Kit Distribution

During the pandemic many of the fami-
lies of poor children have been suffering
due to the lack of food, medicine, rental
charges and other family maintenance
expenses, since the parents lost their
job. So we supported those families by
providing free grocery kits to meet their
basic needs.

Students from Indian Institute of
Psychology and Research

On 25% November 2021, students from
the Indian Institute of Psychology and
Research visited school for celebrating

Children’s day. Rev Fr Fenil CMI, Direc-
tor Christ Special School welcomed all
the students and explained about school
activities.
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LET’S REMEMBER THE DEPARTED

SOULS

e Rev Fr Joseph Madassery CMI (85), SH
Province, Kochi was called to eternal re-
ward on 03 September 2021. The funeral
was held on the same day at Sacred Heart
Monastery, Thevara.

e Rev FrAaronVithayathilCMI(90), Car-
melProvince,Muvattupuzhawas calledto
eternal reward on, 08 September, 2021.
The funeral was held on 09 September
2021 at Carmel Monastery, Vazhakulam.

e Rev Fr Joseph Valiyathazhathu CMI
(69), St Joseph Province, Kottayam was
called to eternal reward on 19 Octo-
ber 2021.The funeral was held on Oc-
tober 20, 2021 at St Anne’s Monastery,
Kurianad.

e Rev Fr George MarattukalamCMI(78),
Mary Matha Vice-Province was called
toeternalrewardon22October2021.The
funeral was held on 24 October 2021 at
Sacred Heart Monastery, Chethipuzha.
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e Rev Fr Sebastian Avaran CMI, De-
vamatha Province, Thrissur was called
to eternal reward on, 22 October 2021.
The funeral was held on 24 October
2021 at at Immaculate Heart Monastery,
Varandarappilly.

e Rev Fr Sebastian Kaduvathookil CMI
(St Joseph'’s Province, Thiruvananthapu-
ramwascalledtoeternalrewardon09Nov
ember 2021. The funeral was held on 11
November 2021 at 01.30 pm at Sacred
Heart Monastery Church, Chethipuzha.

e Rev Fr George Honorius Theroopara-
mpil CMI (84), St Paul Province, Bhopal
was called to eternal reward on 17 No-
vember 2021. The funeral was held on 19
November 2021 at Bhopal.

e Rev Fr John Edappilly CMI (77), De-
vamatha Province, Thrissur was called
to eternal reward on 19 November 2021.
The The funeral was held on 21 Novem-
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ber 2021 at Carmel Bhavan, Chalakkudy.

e Rev Fr Joseph Aureus Chakkalamat-
tam CMI (88) Devamatha Province,
Thrissur was called to eternal reward
on 21 November 2021. The funeral was
held on 23 November 2021 at St. Teresa’s
Monastery, Kottackal, Ampazhakkad.

e Rev Fr John Naduvathussery CMI (82)
St Xavier’s Province, Rajkot was called to
eternalrewardon26 November2021.The
funeral was held on 29 November 2021
at St Xavier’s Provincial House, Rajkot.

e Rev Fr Sebastian Mannolickal CMI
(62), St Joseph Province, Kottayam was
called to eternal reward on 29 November
2021The Funeral service was held on
December 01, 2021 at St Antony’s CMI
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Rev. Fr. Francis Vineeth Vadakethala CMI

Bhavan, Puthuppally

e Rev Bro Gabriel Koorkkakalayil CMI
(83), Nirmal Province Jagdalpur was call
ed toeternal reward on 01 January 2022.
The funeral was held at 3.30 pm at Pious
X Monestry, Amanakara, Ramapuram.

e Rev Fr Joseph Sylvester Thekkumkal
CMI (82), St Joseph Province, Kottayam-
was called to eternal reward on 18 Janu-
ary 2022. The funeral service was held on
20 January 2022 at St Anne’s Monastery,
Kurianad

e Rev Fr Thomas Srampickal CMI (78),
Nirmal Province, Jagdalpur was called to
eternal rest on 21 January 2022. The fu-
neral was held on 23 January 2022 at St.
John’s Monastery, Mutholy.

(1935-2021)

Birth

Ordination

:15/05/1935
:17/05/1960

:15/10/1953
:30/05/2021

Profession
Death

Fr. Francis Vineeth Vadakethala was born on 15 May 1935 as the fourth child of par-
ents Lona and Thandamma at Kandasamkadavu St. Mary’s Forane Parish of Thrissur
Archdiocese. Out of his siblings four of them were also called to consecrated life. In
1950, he joined the aspirants house at Elthuruth, and made the first profession in
1953 at Ampazhakad; he finished his ecclesiastical studies at Chethipuzha and Dhar-
maram College and was ordained a priest by Archbishop Joseph Parecattil in 1960.
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Having gone abroad for higher studies, Fr. Vineeth took doctorates in philosophy and
theology from Gregorian and Oxford Universities respectively. Soon after his priest-
ly ordination, Fr. Vineeth was assigned to teach seminarians at Dharmaram College,
which he continued during and after his doctoral research till he founded Vidyavanam
Ashram, Bengaluru, in 1996. Apart from being a professor of philosophy and theology,
lecturing in India and abroad, Fr. Vineeth was a renowned retreat preacher and was in
the frontline in the movement for the inculturation of Christian faith in India.

Fr. Vineeth shines as an icon of peace which could be noticed in his pleasant and wel-
coming presence. Having voracious reading habit, his materials varied from religion to
nature, from humanity to divinity, and from the Bible to Vedanta. His philosophy and
theology covered all good things in all religions. The depth of his interiority and width
of his spirituality were unfathomable.

Fr Vineeth excelled in the devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary, and the Holy Mother
helped him in various ways. Once he was physically attacked by an anti-so cial couple
on his way. Then he resorted to Mother Mary’s help, which made him escape from the
trouble triumphantly.

Though Fr. Francis Vineeth was formally ascribed to Bharathamatha Ashram, Pal ak-
kad, he was residing at Preshitharam, Mannuthy, for the last three years, availing ap
propriate treatment from hospitals at Thrissur. In his old age, he faced a few health
hazards, and, finally, it was due to Covid-19 that he left us on 30 May 2021 at Ama-
la Hospital, Thrissur. Next day his body was cremated at Kuriachira and his remains.
were taken to Preshitharam, Mannuthy, where the first part of funeral ceremony was
conducted, officiated by Fr. Saju Chackalackal, Provincial. His Grace Mar Andrews.
Thazhath and His Excellency Mar Tony Neelankavil and Fr. Davis Panackal CMI De-
vamatha Provincial, offered prayers with the community.

In the evening, the remains were brought to Bharathamatha Ashram. On 1 June 2021
in the morning, many CMI members joined the community in prayer, observ ing Cov-
id-19 protocol. At 2 pm, the second part of funeral rites started and Requiem Mass
followed, which was officiated by Fr. Josey Thamarassery CMI (Vicar General). The
co-celebrants were Fr Saju Chackalackal (Provincial, Preshitha Province), Fr Davis
Panackal (Provincial, Devamatha Province), Fr Johnson Valiyakulathil (Vicar Provin-
cial, Preshitha Province) and Fr. Rupert Panikulam (Prior, Bharathamatha Ashram,
Palakkad). In his homily, Fr. Anto Vattakuzhy highlighted Fr Vineeth’s simplicity, truth-
fulness, integrity, mystical leanings, and great initiations into ashram life with its basis
in the Indian-Christian ethos. The last part of the funeral rites was officiated by Mar
Jacob Manathodath, Bishop of Palakkad. The remains were interred in Bharathama-
tha cemetery

tesgs pray for him by offering the suffrages for the dead. in the tenor of CMI Directo-
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Fr. Jacob Savio Menachery CMI
(1945-2021)

Birth :24/02/1945 Profession :15/05/1967
Ordination :31/12/1977 Death :18/08/2021

Rev Fr. Jacob Savio Menachery was born on 24 February, 1945 to Mr. Paul and Mrs.
Thressia at Mukkattukara village in Thrissur District, as the sixth child among the nine
children. One of his sibling sisters is a nun.

Fr Jacob earnestly desired to become a priest and lead a simple life in Christ. His mot-
to was “to me to live is Christ and to die is a gain” (Phil: 1.21). He thus joined as an
aspirant at St. Pius X Aspirants House, Varandarappilly and made the first religious
profession on 16 May, 1970. Fr. Jacob completed his philosophy and theology course
from Dharmaram College, Bangalore.

He was ordained a priest on 31 December, 1977, by Mar, Joseph Kundukulam, the
then Bishop of the diocese of Thrissur. As a priest, Fr. Jacob provided his sincere and
valuable service as Vicar and Asst. Vicar at various Churches in the Arch diocese of
Thrissur, for 25 years, and in the diocese of Irinjalakuda for over 8 years. Being an
amiable leader, Fr. Jacob was a dynamic clergy who worked for the religious in the
Churches wherever he served. Elthuruth, Pavaratty, Ambazhakad, Varandarappilly,
Kadalundy, Chalakudy, Azhikode, Kormala, Irinjalakuda, Snehagiri etc. are some of
the CMI communities where Fr. Jacob served. He was a school teacher in Pavaratty,
Elthuruth and Chalakudy. He had been to Kenya as a missionary to preach the good
news of Jesus Christ.

While serving as a member of Snehagiri CMI Bhavan, he suffered certain age-related
aijgnﬂts. Therefore, he moved to Amala Hospital at Thrissur for better treatment and
e

%tayed at Sar'\thwalnam - retirement home for CMI members. During his days at San-
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thwanam, his condition worsened and he finally succumbed to his ailments at Amala
Hospital. He left for his heavenly abode at 2.30 pm on 18 August, 2021

His mortal remains were taken to St. Mary’s Monastery at Elthurth, and the funer-
al service was held on 19 August, 2021. Arch bishop Mar. Andrews Thazhath, of the
Arch diocese of Thrissur, Bishop Mar. Pauly Kannukadan, of the diccess of Irinjalaku-
da, Bishop Mar. Tony Neelankavil, the Auxiliary Bishop of Arch diocese of Thrissur,
Fr. Josey Thamarassery, the Vicar General of CMI Congregation, Fr. Davis Panakkal,
Provincial of CMI| Devamatha Province, Fr. Joy Vattoly (Jr), the Superior of Snehagiri
CMI Bhavan along with the other CMI members officiated at the funeral ceremony. Fr.
Thomas Ambookkan CMI delivered the homily during which he eloquently presented
the life and other activities of Fr. Jacob. Fr. Jacob was a holy priest who was always
happy. He loved everyone without discrimination and everyone loved his presence.
His kind and loving gestures always exhibited spiritual reflection.

His life for Christ, his service to humanity, and his teachings to ignite faith have creat-
ed an everlasting impact in the minds of all those who were associated with him. May
his noble soul rest in the tranquility of heavenly peace!

Let us all pray for Fr. Jacob by offering the suffrages for the dead in the tenor of our,
Directory No. 58(b).
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Rev. Fr. George Marattukalam CMI

(1943-2021)
Birth :15/01/1943 Profession :16/05/1964
Ordination :18/12/1973 Death :22/10/2021

Rev. Fr. George Marattukalam (78) was born on 15t January 1943 at Chethipuzha
in the Diocese of Changanacherry, as the fifth child of Mr Ouseph Joseph and Mrs
Rosamma. After his primary schooling inthe Government Primary School at Vada-
kkekara and High School studies in St. Berchmans High School at Changanacherry,
he joined CMI St. Joseph Province, Trivandrum. At the completion of Aspirancy at
Mannanam and Mutholy, he joined the Novitiate House at Chethipuzha and made his
first Profession on 16t May 1964. He had his Philosophical and Theological studies at
Dharmaram Vidya Kshetram Bangalore and was ordained a priest on 18% December
1973. During the philosophical studies he opted forChanda Mission where his pas-
sion for the mission was accomplished. His main field of activities were the Diocese of
Chanda and the Diocese of Adilabad.
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E‘Ii‘ He also rendered his service as the Rector of the Diocesan Minor seminary (Guru
: v Vidya Nilayam) at Repalliwada and he was loved by all the seminarians, because of his
e [ﬂternal and loving nature. For many years he was the Vocation Promoter of the undi-
““Svided Chanda province. He also served asthe Vicar General of the undivided Chanda
diocese for a few years. He used his linguistic skills to translate liturgical prayers and
hymns from Malayalam to Telugu in the initial years of his missionary life in the undi-

vided Chanda Diocese. He was elected the Provincial of Mary Matha Vice-Province
Hyderabad in the year 2011, an office which he held until 2014.

After understanding the hardships of the farmers, he formed an agricultural cooper-
ative society at Tamsi (Adilabad District) to provide financial assistance and agricul-
tural-related goods to the farmers of Tamsi, Adilabad and the surrounding villages,
Farmers from far away villages frequently visited Fr. George for guidance in cultiva-
tion. Fr. George himself was a good farmer and he promoted agriculture, gardening
and other allied activities wherever he rendered his pastoral services. He extended
financial support to a considerable number of poor families in the villages and particu-
larly for the catholic students and youth to have their higher education. As Jesus said
of Nathaniel “Behold, an Israelite indeed in whom is no guile” (Jn1:47), everyone had
similar opinion about Fr George.

Fr. George took a leading role in constructing several churches in many remote vil-
lages of the virgin land of the undivided Chanda diocese. He inspired and prompted
young priests to work in the parishes and mission stations and proclaim the Good
News of Jesus.

The funeral service of Fr. George was on 24 October, 2021 which began at Mary Ma-
tha Ashram at Chowara and later the mortal remains were carried to the Sacred Heart
Monastery Chethipuzha, his home parish, where his mortal remains were laid to rest
in the presence of many faithful and his beloved family members.

The Eucharistic celebration was presided over by Mar Prince Antony - the Bishop of
Adilabad Diocese - who preached the homily, in which he highlighted the great mis-
sionary spirit of Fr George Marattukalam. Mar Joseph Kunnath CMI, the bishop emer-
itus, led the final part of the funeral service. Besides his family members and friends,
many confreres from various provinces, a great number of other priests and religious
and a large crowd attended the funeral.

He was a true philanthrophist who was very eager to accompany people in their
needs. His love for the poor was well expressed in all the mission stations and parishes
he worked. His concern for the poor people made him find resources for the construc-= -
tion of many houses in the villages. His zeal for proclamation and compassion for s
poor, simplicity in life, selfless service and love for mother earth made him a

an outstanding missionary
V-
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Let us thank the Lord Almighty for all the blessings the CMI Congregation, Mary Ma-
tha Vice-Province, Adilabad Mission and the people of God received through the com-
mitted and ever inspiring life of Rev. Fr. George Marattukalam and pray that the Risen
Lord may grant him everlasting joy and peace.
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Rev. Fr. Dr. John Edappilly CMI

(1944-2021)
Birth :28/04/1944 Profession :16/05/1963
Ordination :17/05/1970 Death :19/11/2021

Fr. John Edapilly had been well-known all over the country for his innovative art and
science of Evangelization through the electronic communication media. His doctoral
thesis, defended at the International Institute, Florida, under the title “The Emerg-
ing Electronic Church” is being relied on even today as an irreplaceable source book
and an all-too-important guide in this regard by theoreticians as well as practitioners
of Gospel proclamation through the dynamics of digital media. He has proved by his
rare ingenuity how music and melody, rhythm and rhetoric, dance and diction, prose
and poetry, vision and visuals, instrumentation and insight could be harmoniously em-
ployed at the service of Gospel preaching within a creative frame of the present-day
digital technology.

Himself a master and mentor, instructor and inventor, in this novel mode and method
of ‘missionarying, Fr. Edapilly had trained hundreds of heralds of Gospel to be capable
of being catchers of humans. Indeed, he did so by using the audio-visual techniques,
substantially in line with the original genius of Jesus himself, by presenting the mys-
teries of the Kingdom of Heaven in a panoramic platform of signs and stories, sympho-
ny and cyphers. Fr. Edappilly’s creative and recreative endeavours and enterprises in

starting or conducting or developing such centres of neo proclamation of the Gospel"

d .. &,

in artistically vibrant, colour-sound, combinations such as, among others, National , . - *

Institute of Social Communications Research and Training Centre (Delhi), Christian
Centre for Culture and Communications (Amritsar), Chetana Centre of Culture and"b;
Communications. Catholic Youth Centre speaks volumes about his multi-faceted, im- -

aginative and industrious way of making the Gospel alive. .

Fr. John Edappilly was born on 28.09.1994, of Antony-Elizabeth. He
Congregation at Varandarappilly and had his Philosophy and Theology trainin
Dharmaram College, Bangalore. He was ordained on 17.05.1970. His
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academic qualifications were: M.A in Psychology, M.A in Religion (both from Temple
University, Philadelphia), M. A in Spiritual Theology (Pontifical Institute, Alwaye). He
also served as a Visiting Professor in a good number of Institutes of Theology and Cul-
ture both in India and abroad.

Fr John had distinguished himself as an effective retreat preacher and zealous pas-
tor, enchanting singer and talented composer, erudite writer and noted film critic,
influential organizer and a leading youth animator His special areas of interest were
catechetics, family renewal, liturgical music and audio-visual presentation of Gospel
themes. The steps he took, while being the Prior of the Immaculate Heart Monastery,
Varandarapilly, to renew the families by taking them by the path of St Chavara’s vision
of an ideal Christian family, with the aid of musical and artistic presentation are still
lauded by the people there with highest praise and appreciation.

In October 2020 he took charge of the office of the superior of Carmel Bhavan, Cha-
lakudy. To the great delight of all of us, he kept the Community united in prayer and
fraternity with great care for its spiritual and physical welfare by providing it with a
strong and effective leadership with respect to education, the primary apostolate of
the Bhavan, animating us at the same time to remain fully committed to the spiritual
and religious needs of the faithful around us, keeping our bonds of strong social rela-
tionship with the people of all walks of life in Chalakudy. With his magnetic person-
ality, inborn penchant for thinking with and for the youth, humane, refined manners
of dealing, strong social and cultural consciousness, outstanding leadership qualities,
he easily captivated the mind and heart of all, in particular, of the students, staff and
parents of our schools here as well as the general public of Chalakudy Our great and
deep thanks are due to Fr. John Edapilly, our deceased Superior of revered memory!

Fr. John was suffering from ailments connected with diabetics. On 19" November af-
ter the noon meals he retired to take rest as usual during which he expired owing to
cardiac arrest. On the 21t afternoon the funeral mass was officiated by Mar Pauly
Kannukadan, Bishop of Irinjalakuda, Rev Frs Paulson Paliekkara (General Council-
lor), Davis Panakkal (Provincial, Devamatha Province), Benny Nalkara (Provincial,
SH Province, Kochi) being co-celebrants. The funeral homily was delivered by Rev Fr
Benny Chirammel of the Chetana Institution. The final part of the funeral rites was
officiated by Mar Tony Neelamkavil, the Auxiliary Bishop of Thrissur

Let us be thankful to God and the CMI Congregation for the invaluable gift of Fr. John

Edapilly, an apostle par excellence of Evangelisation by the electronic media.

quuesting you to kindly conduct the obsequies for the departed soul of Rev. Fr. John

® Edapilly as ber our Directory No 58 _
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Rev. Fr. Joseph Aureus CMI

(1933-2021)
Birth :29/07/1933 Profession :14/09/1954
Ordination :17/05/1962 Death :21/11/2021

Rev. Fr. Joseph Aureus CMI of Devamatha Province Thrissur, the member of CMI Ash-
ram, Dhule of St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara Region, Dhule, was called for eternal life
on November 21, 2021 at 2:30 pm in Amala Institute of Medical Sciences, Thrissur
His funeral Services was held on November 23, 2021 in St. Teresa’s Monastery Am-
pazhakad.

Fr. Joseph was born on July 29, 1933 in Pariyaram, in Chalakudy of Late Mr. Varghese
and Mrs. Annakutty. Mr. Jose is his brother and Mrs. Rosakutty, Mrs. Mary, Mrs. Sudan
and Mrs. Kochuthresiya are his sisters. Hailing from Pariyaram Fr. Joseph completed
his School studies from Government High School, Chalakudy in 1951. He did his As-
pirancy from St. Berchman’s Aspirants’ House, Elthuruth and PUC from Christ Col-
lege, Irinjalakuda. Doing his novitiate in Ambazhakadu, he did his first profession on
September 14, 1954. Fr. Joseph did his degree, philosophy and Theology from Dhar-
maram College, Banglore and was ordained a priest on May 17, 1962 by Late Bishop
Sebastian Vayalil. After his ordination he went to Rome and did his Licentiate in “Mys-
tical Experience in Sri Aurobindo” in Angelicum ,Rome in 1969.

Rev. Fr. Joseph Aureus served CMI Congregation as Novice Master for fourteen Con-
sequent years, Vicar Provincial of Devamatha Province Thrissur, Spiritual Master in
Dharmaram College, Bangalore and formation coordinator of CMI congregation for
four times from 1989 to 2001. From 2002 to August 19, 2021, Fr. Aureus was serv-
ing Chavara Mission and Chavara Region. Meanwhile he has served Chavara Ashram,
Amalner for five years. During his tenure of nineteen years’ service in Chavara Mis-
sion, he was spiritual Animator, Spiritual Director, Confessor, etc. for Rev. Fathers,
BrotQErs, Sisters, parishioners, and praying Community members. A few years Rev Fr.
.lo'sep was a,counsellor in Chavara Public School, Dhule for Students, Teachers, and
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The First part of the funeral service was held in Santhanam on November 23, 2021 at
5.45 am and His Grace Mar Adrews Thazhath and His Excellency Mar Tony Neelam-
kavil officiated the ceremony. His mortal remains were brought to St. Teresa’s Mon-
astery, Ampazhakad at 7.45 am. Second Part of the funeral began along with Requiem
Mass at 2:00 pm in St. Teresa’s Monastery for which His Excellency Mar Sebastian
Vaniapurackal, the Curia Bishop was the main celebrant. Rev. Dr. Davis Panackal, the
Provincial of Devamatha Province, Thrissur, Rev. Fr.Paulson Paliekara, the General
Councillor, Rev. Dr. Paul Achandy, the Rector of Dharmaram College, Bangalore, Rev.
Fr. Jose Palatty, the Forane Vicar of St. Mary’s Forane Church, Chalakkudy, Rev. Dr.
Sheejan Thomas, the Regional Superior of St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara Region Dhule,
Maharashtra and Rev. Fr. Jose Payyappilly the Prior of St. Teresa’s Monastery, Am-
pazhakad were the concelebrants. Rev. Dr. Saju Chakkalackal, the Provincial of Presh-
ita Province, Coimbatore, Rev. Dr. Kurian Kachappilly, the President of Dharmaram
Vidya Kshetram, Bangalore, a good number of Priests, Religious, brothers and faithful
were gathered for paying Homage to our Guruvachan. Rev. Dr. Jose Nandikara, the
Professor of Dharmaram College, Bangalore preached the funeral message depict-
ing Fr. Joseph Aureus as a real holy person after the model of St. Joseph, his Patron
Saint. His Excellency Mar Pauly Kannukadan officiated the final part of the funeral
service. Rev. Dr Sheejan Thomas read out the condolence Message of His Beatitude
Mar George Alenchery and His Excellency Mar Thomas Elavanal

Rev. Fr. John Zepherin Naduvathussery CMI
(1939-2021)
Birth :21/10/1939 Profession :19/05/1959
Ordination :18/05/1970 Death 126/11/2021
Fr. John Zepherin Naduvathussery CMI (82), a member of CMI St Xavier’s Province,
Rajkot went home to be with the Lord in His heavenly abode. On Friday, 26 Novem-

ber 2021. He suffered a massive cardiac arrest and slipped into eternity at Christ
Hospital, Rajkot. The mortal remains of Fr John was laid to rest at the Sacred Heart
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CHl\ttooparambll CM, the Bishop of Rajkot led the funeral mass and other services a'f /

Prem Mandir.

Born on 21 October, 1939, as the fourth child of pious parents George and Mary Na-
duvathussery, in the parish of St. Mary’s Cathedral Basilica, Ernakulam, Fr. John grew
up in the company of his twelve siblings. Two of his sisters followed the line of Fr. John
and entered religious life.

Fr. John had his primary school education at St Augustine School, Ernakulam, and Sri
Rama Varma School. His intermediate studies were held at SH College, Thevara. At
the age of 15 he joined the CMI Congregation as an aspirant at Thevara. As a young
boy, he got the initial formation under Frs Oswald, Severinus, Rufinus and Cyprian.
He did his novitiate and juniorate in Christ the King Monastery Novitiate, Karukut-
ty (1958-60). On 19 May, 1959 he made his first religious profession. His ecclesias-
tical studies of Philosophy and Theology were completed from Dharmaram College,
Bangalore (1960-63; ‘67-72). He was among the first batch of brothers who got the
opportunity to do college studies before priestly Ordination. He did his BSc and MSc
(Chemistry) at S.H. College, Thevara (1963-67). He was Ordained Priest on 18 May
1970 by Mar Sebastian Mankuzhikary at the CMI Prior General’s House, Ernakulam.

As areligious missionary priest, Fr John served the Church, the CMI Congregation and
the society in multiple ministries and roles. He began his ministry as a teacher at Christ
College, Bangalore (1970-71). In 1972 he joined S.H. College, Thevara as a teacher of
Chemistry, and continued to serve there until he got a call to join the Rajkot mission
in 1976 in view of taking over St. Mary’s School from the Jesuits of Gujarat Province.
He served there as teacher and principal for three years. He also served as Principal at
Carmel Convent School, Junagadh (1979-81). The longest stretch of school ministry
he had was at St. Xavier’s school Jamnagar, for nine years (1981-1990), as principal. In
the field of pastoral and spiritual animation Fr John served as parish priest in St. Ann’s
Parish, Junagadh (1979-81), and in Sacred Heart Cathedral (Prem Mandir) Parish, Ra-
jkot (2003-2008). As parish priest, he took time to know the pulse of his flock. He had
alistening ear for them always. He cared for them with spiritual and temporal nourish-
ment. His pastoral commitment was further seen in his services as General Councilor
for Evangelization and Pastoral Ministry (1996-2002) during the Prior Generalship of
Very Rev. Fr. Alex Ukken CMI

“cial of SH. Province, Kochi (1990-94); General Councilor for Evangelization and Pas-
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toral Ministry (1996-2002); Finance Officer of the Diocese of Rajkot (2002-2009),
and Superior of St. Xavier's CMI House, Jamnagar (2009-11).

He was a community man. Wherever he was assigned, he made the community alive
with his vibrant, celebrative and creative attitude and approach. He always wore a
contagious smile which brightened up everyone who came across him. By his skills in
culinary art, witty comments, magical hands, musical voice and learning skills Fr John
spread the Gospel of joy. His presence was a matter of joy as he cherished and nur-
tured the triple tables of fellowship: the Eucharistic Table, the Dining Table and the
Recreation Table

The last stage of his life was spent at the Provincial House (2014-21), Rajkot. Although
he nursed many discomforts and aches in his body he remained active and positive,
spending his time in taking classes for the aspirants, candidates and seminarians, en-
tertaining the visitors, doing the community chores and so on. Even in his old age, he
was an active member in the chapel and outside. A man of convictions, ideas and ide-
als, he lived as the Spirit of God led his breath.

Kindly do offer the suffrages for the departed in the tenor of our Directory No. 58 (b),
and No.60
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