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Traditionally, October is called the ‘Month of Holy Rosary’. In this month, we recite
the holy rosary in a most solemn manner in our parishes and houses and wherever we
gather. The solemn rosary celebration invites us to meditate and imitate the life of
Blessed Mary.

Following Mary’s example of obedience to God, we can learn to serve delicately with-
out being slavish. Our Lady listens attentively to what God wants; ponders what she
doesn’t fully understand; and asks about what she doesn’t know. Then she gives her-
self completely to doing the divine will: “Behold the handmaid of the Lord, be it done
unto me according to your word.” The blessed Virgin, our teacher in all we do, shows
us here that obedience to God is not servile and does not bypass our conscience. We
should be inwardly moved to discover the “freedom of the children of God”

Charity cannot be content with just nice feelings; it must find its way into our conver-
sations and, above all, into our deeds. The Virgin Mary did not merely pronounce her
fiat; but in every moment she fulfilled that firm and irrevocable decision. When God’s
love gets through to us and we come to know what he desires, we ought to commit
ourselves to be faithful, loyal and then be so in fact. Because “not everyone who says
to me, Lord, Lord, will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of my
Father in heaven”

Let us ask the blessed Virgin to teach us to recognize the constant calls from God at
the door of our heart. Let us ask her now: Our mother, you brought to earth Jesus, who
reveals the love of God, our Father. Help us to recognize him in the midst of the chaos
of each day. Stir up our mind and will so that we may listen to the voice of God, to the
calls of grace.

Fr. Thomas Chathamparampil CMI

Prior General




Editorial

Last week | was attending the Annual Team Day of Chavara Matrimony. After the Cov-
id pandemic it was the first time all the staff of all the branches of Chavara Matrimony
came together after a gap of almost two years. One thing that remained in my mind
after the program was something that Mr Johnson C Abraham, the Executive Director
mentioned to me. “Every day at 3 pm we recite ‘Mercy Rosary’ in the office. All the
staff members attend it. It is done online too so that all the employees of all the 29
branches pray together every day.” | did not need more explanations to understand
why Chavara Matrimony grew leaps and bounds in the last twenty five years.

Last month | had a chance to visit the head office of one of the leading educational ERP
software companies. It is managed by a devout catholic layman. He called the staff
together in the office and requested me specifically to pray there in the office. They
have now almost completed the making of the software for the audio version of the
Holy Bible in the different tribal dialects of North East. In the office they start the day
with prayer that is attended by all. That was sufficient for me to understand how they
keep themselves together amidst the struggles and grow up after the covid pandemic
under the soothing shade of the Lord.

“Some take pride in chariots, and some in horses, but our pride is in the name of the
Lord our God. They will collapse and fall, but we shall rise and stand upright.” (Psalm
20/7-8)

“Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain. Unless the Lord
guards the city, the guard keeps watch in vain.” (Psalm 127/1)

We recite these psalms in our canonical prayers, but do we really believe them? Don’t
we rely too much on our own strengths and modern technologies than on the strength
of the Lord? Don’t we depend too much on our earthly masters and authorities than on
the absolute power of the Lord? Don’t we take pride in our friendship with the political
leaders and the creamy rich of the high echelons of the society than on our friendship
with the Lord and His Poor? Temptations to accumulate more of mammon take the
priority positions in our discussions and futuristic plans.

Isn’t it time we start to learn from our lay brethren the basics? Sometimes | wonder.

Fr. Martin Mallath CMI
General Councillor for Education and Media
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Pope

Dear brothers and sisters!

“Listen to the voice of creation” is the theme and invitation of this year’s Season of
Creation. The ecumenical phase begins on 1 September with the World Day of Prayer
for the Care of Creation, and concludes on 4 October with the feast of Saint Francis.
It is a special time for all Christians to pray and work together to care for our common
home. Originally inspired by the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, this Sea-
son is an opportunity to cultivate our “ecological conversion”, a conversion encour-
aged by Saint John Paul Il as a response to the “ecological catastrophe” predicted by
Saint Paul VI back in 1970.

If we learn how to listen, we can hear in the voice of creation a kind of dissonance. On
the one hand, we can hear a sweet song in praise of our beloved Creator; on the other,
an anguished plea, lamenting our mistreatment of this our common home.

The sweet song of creation invites us to practise an “ecological spirituality” (Laudato
Si’, 216), attentive to God’s presence in the natural world. It is a summons to base our
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spirituality on the “loving awareness that we are not disconnected from the rest of
creatures, but joined in a splendid universal communion” (ibid., 220). For the follow-
ers of Christ in particular, this luminous experience reinforces our awareness that “all
things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being”
(Jn 1:3). In this Season of Creation, we pray once more in the great cathedral of crea-
tion, and revel in the “grandiose cosmic choir” [2] made up of countless creatures, all
singing the praises of God. Let us join Saint Francis of Assisi in singing: “Praise be to
you, my Lord, for all your creatures” (cf. Canticle of Brother Sun). Let us join the psalm-
ist in singing, “Let everything that breathes praise the Lord!” ( Ps 150:6).

Tragically, that sweet song is accompanied by a cry of anguish. Or even better: a chorus
of cries of anguish. In the first place, it is our sister, mother earth, who cries out. Prey
to our consumerist excesses, she weeps and implores us to put an end to our abuses
and to her destruction. Then too, there are all those different creatures who cry out.
At the mercy of a “tyrannical anthropocentrism” (Laudato Si’, 68), completely at odds
with Christ’s centrality in the work of creation, countless species are dying out and
their hymns of praise silenced. There are also the poorest among us who are crying
out. Exposed to the climate crisis, the poor feel even more gravely the impact of the
drought, flooding, hurricanes and heat waves that are becoming ever more intense
and frequent. Likewise, our brothers and sisters of the native peoples are crying out.
As a result of predatory economic interests, their ancestral lands are being invaded
and devastated on all sides, “provoking a cry that rises up to heaven” (Querida Am-
azonia, 9). Finally, there is the plea of our children. Feeling menaced by shortsighted
and selfish actions, today’s young people are crying out, anxiously asking us adults to
do everything possible to prevent, or at least limit, the collapse of our planet’s ecosys-
tems.

Listening to these anguished cries, we must repent and modify our lifestyles and de-
structive systems. From its very first pages, the Gospel calls us to “repent, because
the kingdom of heaven has come near” (Mt 3:2); it summons us to a new relationship
with God, and also entails a different relationship with others and with creation. The
present state of decay of our common home merits the same attention as other global
challenges such as grave health crises and wars. “Living our vocation to be protectors
of God’s handiwork is essential to a life of virtue; it is not an optional or a secondary
aspect of our Christian experience” (Laudato Si’, 217).

As persons of faith, we feel ourselves even more responsible for acting each day in
accordance with the summons to conversion. Nor is that summons simply individual:
“the ecological conversion needed to bring about lasting change is also a communi-
ty conversion” (ibid., 219). In this regard, commitment and action, in a spirit of maxi-
mum cooperation, is likewise demanded of the community of nations, especially in the
meetings of the United Nations devoted to the environmental question.
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The COP27 conference on climate change, to be held in Egypt in November 2022 rep-
resents the next opportunity for all to join in promoting the effective implementation
of the Paris Agreement. For this reason too, | recently authorized the Holy See, in the
name of and on behalf of the Vatican City State, to accede to the UN Framework Con-
vention on Climate Change and the Paris Agreement, in the hope that the humanity
of the 21st century “will be remembered for having generously shouldered its grave
responsibilities” (ibid., 65). The effort to achieve the Paris goal of limiting temperature
increase to 1.5°C is quite demanding; it calls for responsible cooperation between all
nations in presenting climate plans or more ambitious nationally determined contri-
butions in order to reduce to zero, as quickly as possible, net greenhouse gas emis-
sions. This means “converting” models of consumption and production, as well as life-
styles, in a way more respectful of creation and the integral human development of
all peoples, present and future, a development grounded in responsibility, prudence/
precaution, solidarity, concern for the poor and for future generations. Underlying all
this, there is need for a covenant between human beings and the environment, which,
for us believers, is a mirror reflecting “the creative love of God, from whom we come
and towards whom we are journeying”. [3] The transition brought about by this con-
version cannot neglect the demands of justice, especially for those workers who are
most affected by the impact of climate change.

For its part, the COP15 summit on biodiversity, to be held in Canada in December, will
offer to the goodwill of governments a significant opportunity to adopt a new multi-
lateral agreement to halt the destruction of ecosystems and the extinction of species.
According to the ancient wisdom of the Jubilee, we need to “remember, return, rest
and restore”. [4] In order to halt the further collapse of biodiversity, our God-given
“network of life”, let us pray and urge nations to reach agreement on four key princi-
ples: 1. to construct a clear ethical basis for the changes needed to save biodiversity;
2. to combat the loss of biodiversity, to support conservation and cooperation, and
to satisfy people’s needs in a sustainable way; 3. to promote global solidarity in light
of the fact that biodiversity is a global common good demanding a shared commit-
ment; and 4. to give priority to people in situations of vulnerability, including those
most affected by the loss of biodiversity, such as indigenous peoples, the elderly and
the young.

Let me repeat: “In the name of God, | ask the great extractive industries - mining, oil,
forestry, real estate, agribusiness - to stop destroying forests, wetlands, and moun-
tains, to stop polluting rivers and seas, to stop poisoning food and people”. [5]

How can we fail to acknowledge the existence of an “ecological debt” (Laudato Si’, 51)
incurred by the economically richer countries, who have polluted most in the last two
centuries; this demands that they take more ambitious steps at COP27 and at COP15.
In addition to determined action within their borders, this means keeping their prom-
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ises of financial and technical support for the economically poorer nations, which are
already experiencing most of the burden of the climate crisis. It would also be fitting
to give urgent consideration to further financial support for the conservation of biodi-
versity. Even the economically less wealthy countries have significant albeit “diversi-
fied” responsibilities (cf. ibid., 52) in this regard; delay on the part of others can never
justify our own failure to act. It is necessary for all of us to act decisively. For we are
reaching “a breaking point” (cf. ibid., 61).

During this Season of Creation, let us pray that COP27 and COP15 can serve to unite
the human family (cf. ibid., 13) in effectively confronting the double crisis of climate
change and the reduction of biodiversity. Mindful of the exhortation of Saint Paul to
rejoice with those who rejoice and to weep with those who weep (cf. Rom 12:15), let
us weep with the anguished plea of creation. Let us hear that plea and respond to it
with deeds, so that we and future generations can continue to rejoice in creation’s
sweet song of life and hope.

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 16 July 2022, Memorial of Our Lady of Mount Carmel @
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CONGRATULATIONS

Rev. Fr. Gfegory,Mala—yi[ CMl has been confefred
with his second doctorate in Philosophy.

He successfully defended the dissertation, titled,
“Computational and Non Computational Dimensions
of Human Consciousness: A Philosophical Critique
on Roger Penrose’s Orch-OR Theory, based on
Recent Developments in Artificial Intelligence and
Neuroscience.”
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Lessons for the

Fr. Jacob Peenikaparambil

The latest book of well-known historian
Ramachandra Guha is “Rebels Against
the Raj: Western Fighters for India’s
Freedom”. The book tells the story of sev-
en foreign-born individuals who chose
to struggle for the freedom of a country
other than their own. “They exchanged
their old homeland for their new one un-
reservedly, and unequivocally- once in
India, they knew they would almost cer-
tainly die in India”. When right-wing na-
tionalists are clamouring to convert India
into a Hindu Rashtra, these stories are
a source of great inspiration to all those
who aspire to make India an inclusive plu-
ralistic nation.

Disciples of Jesus can learn a good num-
ber of lessons from the ‘Rebels Against

the Raj’, especially from four of these il-
lustrious women and men: 1) Mira Behn
whose original name is Madeleine Slade,
aBritish national 2) Samuel Evans Stokes,
an American, 3) Ralph Richard Keithahn,
another American and 4) Sarala Devi-
formerly Catherine Mary Heilemann, an-
other English woman. All of them had the
openness to learn about the people of
India, their religion and culture, and they
were able to identify themselves with In-
dians to a great extent. They participated
in the freedom struggle and went to jail.
On the contrary, many Christian mission-
aries who came to India from the West
were prejudiced against Indian religions
and cultures and they tried to impose
their religion and culture on the people
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of India instead of sharing the vision and
teaching of Jesus, being open to learn
from the people.

There is a basic difference between a dis-
ciple of Jesus and a devotee of Jesus. A
disciple of Jesus is inspired by the vision
and mission of Jesus and is passionate to
continue his mission. A devotee of Jesus
is mainly concerned about worshipping
Jesus, building worship centres, and
erecting statues, going on pilgrimages
etc. A devotee of Jesus need not have
commitment to continue the mission of
guru. Even if he/she may pay some atten-
tion to the mission of the guru, it may not
be his/her priority. A devotee need not
be concerned about people, but for a dis-
ciple, people are the top most priority be-
cause the mission is with the people and
for the people.

The vision of Jesus, as depicted in the
Gospels, is facilitating the reign of God
or Kingdom of God. Reign of God is not
a place but a situation in which God is ac-
cepted as a loving father or mother and
all human beings are brothers and sisters
with equal rights and opportunities. The
early Christian communities were the re-
alization of the vision of Jesus. Mission
of Jesus is bringing about individual and
social transformation in view of the reign
of God. A disciple of Jesus is passion-
ate to bring about individual and social
transformation, following the teachings
of Jesus in view of creating the Reign of
God situation in the context in which he/
she lives. As Jesus was always available
to people, a disciple of Jesus is always
available to people and is in the midst of
people, sharing their joys and sorrows. A
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devotee of Jesus need not be with peo-
ple; in fact, many devotees of Jesus live
in their enclosures and comfort zones,
often cut off from people. Often, they are
unaware of what is happening to people.

Devotees of Jesus may not be able to
learn much from the lives of the men and
women about whom Ramachandra Guha
has written in his book, Rebels Against
the Raj. The most important lesson the
disciples of Jesus can learn from the four
foreigners is openness and readiness to
learn from the people. They did not come
with the prejudice that the people of In-
dia are ignorant and their religion is su-
perstitious. They also did not claim that
their religion and culture were far supe-
rior to those of the people of India.

For example, Samuel Stokes studied
Upanishads and Puranas. In the words
of Guha, “these studies, however in no
sense diminished his faith in Christ; rath-
er the light from the Hindu scriptures
had come to fill the gaps in Christianity
as he had known it and to make it a con-
nected whole”. Stoke said of himself that
‘he came to teach and stayed to learn’. As
a result of studying about Hinduism he
came to the conclusion that “Christianity
and Hinduism need each other”. “When
a divine synthesis has been affected a
true Christian will be able to call himself
aHindu, and a true and perfect Hindu will
be able to say, “I am a Christian”. Ralph
Richard Keithahn visited the Sabarmati
and Sevagram Ashram of Mahatma Gan-
dhi, Santiniketan of Rabindranath Tagore
and the ashram of Ramana Maharshi in
Tamil Nadu to learn about Indian culture
and religions.



While MiraBen wasin jail she read Upan-
ishads, Quran and had planned to read
Mahabharata. She also finished the year-
long course in spiritual reading that Gan-
dhi had laid out for her.

Second lesson one can learn from them is
identification with the people of the area
as far as possible. Samuel Stokes mar-
ried a Christian woman of Rajput origin.
He built his house in tune with the local
culture and named it “Harmony Hall”. He
and his children adopted the dress of the
local people. Contrary to the behaviour
of the British officers, he treated Indi-
ans as equals, as he strongly believed in
equality of all people. He wrote, “No na-
tionalism is worth straining for that does
not stretch beyond the interests of one’s
race so as to include the interests of all
humanity”.

Madeleine Slade (Mira Ben) was fas-
cinated by the personality of Gandhi
and his work after reading a booklet ti-
tled, Mahatma Gandhi written by Jean
Jean-Christophe, Rolland. She wanted
to be a partner in the mission of Gandhi.
Even before coming to India, she pre-
pared herself for the mission. She had
given up the drinking of all wines, beers
or spirits, and no longer ate meat of any
kind. She learnt to spin and wave, as it
was a practice in the ashram of Gandhiji.
She also wore an Indian dress.

Regarding the efforts of Keithahn to
identify himself with the people of India,
the Indian Express wrote the following
on 30th August 1944. “The American had
gone further than Andrews, in identifying
himself with the common people of India.
Latterly he had even begun to dress like

an Indian peasant and to eat only such
simple food as obtainable in the village
itself”.

The examples of Samuel Stokes and Mira
Ben are challenges to the contempo-
rary missionaries in India. What extent
are they ready to identify themselves
with the people with whom they live
and work? Genuine mission requires in-
carnation into the culture of the people,
as Jesus became one among the Jewish
people.

The third lesson is acquiring mastery in
the language of the people. Stokes ac-
quired mastery in Hindi and in the local
pahari language, and as a result he could
effectively communicate with people. He
taught his children only Hindi and pahari.
Mahatma Gandhi’'s remark about Stokes
is very pertinent. “He has not, this day
taught his children a single word of Eng-
lish. They only know two languages-Pa-
hadi and Hindi. He too threw his clothes
into the sacrificial fire on July 31 and now
dresses himself in a dhoti, shirt and cap,
all made of khadi”.

As a preparation to join the mission of
Gandhi Mira Ben leant Hindi and read
books on India and its culture. After com-
ing to India, she continued her efforts to
gain mastery in Hindi. Sarala spoke and
wrote Hindi like a native. She also picked
up the local dialect, Kumaoni while she
worked among women in Uttarakhand.

Without being proficient in the local/re-
gional language missionaries will not be
able to influence people among whom
they work, and their mission also will not
be effective.
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The fourth lesson is responding to the
needs of the people, especially fight-
ing against injustice and exploitation, if
the mission is to be successful. Samuel
Stokes found the people of the villages
surrounding Simla were subjected to an
exploitative practice called begar. During
the summer the high officials of the Raj
took their families on the treks and tours,
forcing the villagers to carry their loads
and supply stuff for their meals too. Mea-
gre wages were paid for these services;
and sometimes nothing at all. Stokes de-
cided to stop this practice. He submitted
applications alone and with the signature
of hundreds of villagers to the high offi-
cials like commissioner, besides going to
the public by writing articles inrenowned
publications like Young India.

Mira Ben accompanied Gandhi in his
travels to different parts of the country
to mobilize people in the struggle for in-
dependence of India and in this process
she often became sick. For supporting
Gandhi, Mirawas arrested and sentenced
to three months in prison, Bombay’s Ar-
thur Road Jail. Again, she was arrested
and had to remain in jail for about a year.
She undertook an intensive tour to the
UK and the USA to promote the cause
of India’s freedom. Within two weeks in
the United States Mira addressed twen-
ty-two gatherings and gave five radio
broadcasts. She addressed sixty-seven
meetings in the United Kingdom. She
took up the cause of the people of India
and left no stone unturned in achieving
the goal.

Besides establishing Kasturba Mahila
Utthan Mandal and Lakshmi Ashram at

10
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Kausani in Uttarakhand for the empow-
erment of women and girls, Sarala Behn
travelled on foot for ten years in many
parts of India for creating awareness
among women. She also spent one year
in the dacoit-infested areas of Chambal
Valley and Morena, working for a trans-
formation in the dacoits and motivating
them to surrender themselves.

The contemporary missionaries have to
ask themselves whether they have the
courage and determination to take up the
cause of people among whom they live
and work. Stan Swami fought against the
exploitation and oppression of the Adi-
vasis of Jharkhand and supported them
to access their rights, especially rights
related to jal, jungle, jameen? How many
missionaries have the guts to follow the
footsteps of Stan Swami?

In short, what the disciples of Jesus (mis-
sionaries) can learn from the four for-
eigners, who had identified themselves
with the people of India, is that mission
is with the people and for the people.
Institutions started for facilitating the
mission can in course of time become
obstacles to the mission, if the persons
who manage the institutions are not peo-
ple oriented and people are not at their
heart. In such situations institutions can
become ends in themselves and people
could be used to perpetuate institutions.
In such a situation the mission is bound to

fail. @

(Published originally in the Indian Currents.
Re-published here with the permission of
the author)



FR.JOHN BRITTO

CHETHIMATTAM CMI

(+31-03-2006)

Fr. John Britto Chethimattam was, to be
sure, the most versatile thinker and writ-
er of the early Dharmaram Tradition. In
point of fact, his role, unique and innova-
tive, in charge of Dharmaram School of
Thought by the path of Indian-Christian
Theology and Interreligious Dialogue
ought to be particularly noted for its dis-
tinctive characteristic of insight and inte-
gration, erudition and excellence, open-
ness to what is ‘one, true and beautiful’
in all, efficiency and earnestness. (Cf. J.
B. Chethmattam: Dialogue in Indian Tra-
dition). The intellectual contributions of
Fr. J. B.Chethmattam, so vast and varied,
are wellnigh impossible to be covered in
a short write-up like this.

| shall restrict myself to pinpointing a
few of the lasting impacts he had made
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on us as Professor of Metaphysics and
other allied subjects during our years of
Philosophy at Chethipuzha/Dharmaram
(1956-58).

In those days there were no separate les-
sons on Epistemology apart from Logica
Major (also called Critica). Fr. Britto had
been always so perceptive as to present
Metaphysics in its epistemological con-
notations/ denotations, with relevant
and enlightening allusions to the episte-
mological and metaphysical standpoints
of the Vedanta of Sankara/Ramanuja,
Samkhya/Mimamsa etc. Such a wider
approach, often well-seasoned with In-
dian insights, had considerably helped
us, in our later years, towards remaining
well-rooted in our own inner experience
with a concomitant striving for a real
transcendence inregard to the here-and-
now, by harmonizing bhakti and jnana
with due discretion and resolve.

Even in those days of strict Thomistic
training (in Philosophia perennis) he
had cared to introduce to us such new
philosophies as Martin Heidegger's Ex-
istentialism, A.J. Ayer’s Philosophy of
Language, Whitehead’s Process Phi-
losophy, Neo-Thomism of the Louvain
School and so on. All these have, in one
way or another, stood us in good stead
in the continued process of our fleeting
pilgrimage, not only to be seekers of the
Real and the True, the One and the All,
who is the Being of all that are in being,
but also to keep our mind settled on Him,
the One and the Full, though totally un-
utterable and inexhaustible, yet revealed
to us in the meaning-diffusive words, as

12
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the WORD resonated in words, of our
human language, written as well as spo-
ken. (Coutsey: Fr. Chethimattam’s Opus
Magnum on EXPERIENCE).

His talks did also reveal that he had a
fairly good knowledge of the metaphys-
ical views of the Oriental Fathers such
as Clement of Alexandria, Theodore of
Mopsuestia etc. Thereby he could also
add, to our later profit, certain amount
of theological, spiritual, flavour to our
otherwise merely and purely classroom
Metaphysical speculations.

In view of brevity | shall conclude by mak-
ing just one more observation:

Drawing on Fr. Britto's exposition of the
Mimamsa theory of tripple Illlumination
in knowledge, we could realize a very
big truth for ourselves. Being subsistent
knowledge (Act), God is self-luminous; so
one who looks through the eyes of God
will find oneself (subject), all else (object)
as well as one’s knowing (act) illumined
and illumining. “As He shines,does all else
shine; by His light does all this shine forth
in existence” (Upanishad). For a Chris-
tian this would imply the importance of
looking at himself and things, in the act
of knowing, through the eyes of God in
faith, of passing from the level of sheer
rational knowledge (matijnana, cognitio
rationis) to that of revealed knowledge
(srutijnana, cognitio visionis).

He trained us to look at knowledge all-en-
compassingly by relegating it to God, the
author of all wisdom, by caring to see its
glimpses reflected in the insights and in-
terpretations of the great seers so that



we keep ourselves unto the end lovers
of wisdom (philosophers) and seekers (ji-
jnasu) of it.

| do have many more suchlike Philosoph-

mattom, an erudite, observant, much-re-
spected religious of the CMI Congrega-
tion. Let us with love and gratitude offer
our pranam to this great scholar and ven-

|
ical reminiscences to add as feathers in erable Doctor of the CMI! @

the multijewelled cap of Fr. J. B. Chethi-
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NPPROVED OUR PRATERS, PAITENGE
AND [ARD WORKE
TRE RESULr WAS THE GVl CONERE/ATION

Fr. Thomas Panthaplackal

‘Beth-Rouma’, The House on Heights was the result of the Trio’s prayers, patience and hard
work. Finally, they had what they prayed for, favourable reply from the authorities and a
suitable place for the monastery, a place God had chosen through giving them miracles and
signs. To build up the CMI charism of Prayer and Apostolic action in response to our call and
commitment, prayers, patience and hard work are essential.

The motivational force behind starting
a religious congregation in St. Chavara’s
own words: “| see that a lot of good had
not been done due to the absence of a
Thapasu Bhavanam (House of Discipline)
in Kerala even for priests, we wanted to
start a Darsana Veedu (House of Vision)
at least for priests.” (Chronicles 1). God’s
spirit had chosen three loving and caring
hearts who were sensitive about social
problems, Malpan Thomas Palackal, Mal-
pan Thomas Porukara and Fr. Kuriakose
Chavara, to come together for a great
cause. They recognised the miserable
state of the affairs that existed in Ker-
ala at that time. Though they stayed in
different places, they were brought to-
gether to fulfil God’s plan. Fr. Palackal
was running the seminary at Pallipuram
and was also working as a consultant to
the bishop of Varappuzha and offered ad-
vices to practical problems. Fr. Porukara
was associated with the parish in Kollam
area and was also appointed as secretary
to the bishop of Varapuzha, and young
Chavara Kuriakose came from Kainakari
to the seminary. All these people came
together with one aim in mind.
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The seminary Rector and secretary both
were senior priests with enough spiritual
and social experiences. They recognised
the ways of the world and were feeling
sad thinking about the pathetic state
of the society they were living in. They
wondered being in such a place, would
they be able to save even their own souls.
Socially, communally and culturally our
country was far behind the time. At the
political front, European colonies were
competing with each other to defeat our
country which was divided into too many
princely states because of their own in-
ternal politics and competition with each
other. War, conflicts and poverty were
everywhere. In the Christian society dif-
ferences and disagreements increased
day by day. The education field was no
better. In the 18t and 19 centuries, es-
pecially at the beginning of the 19t cen-
tury, Kerala was going through lots of
crises and miseries. It was God’s inter-
vention that made them realise the best
way was not to run away from the issues
but to stay together and face the prob-
lems. They were convinced that by doing
so they could save their own souls too.



They decided to bring together a group
of priests with similar mindset. They also
sought the companionship of Kuriakose
who was just completing his studies in
the seminary. When these trio met, they
decided to build a House of Vision (Dar-
sana Veedu) which would also be a House
of Discipline, (Thapasu Bhavanam) to
cleanse the society as a whole and to pu-
rify themselves and also to spread good-
ness around the world.

But they needed the permission of the
Church authorities, before they could
start realizing their dream project. They
intended to build a place solely for ded-
icated lives, a place for prayer, taking
decisions and actions. They approached
the bishop with the plan they had har-
boured from 1828. Clashes which exist-
ed between the Latin group’s might have
speeded up the actions taken by Msgr
Stabilini in favour of their request. Even
though he had refused to give them a
clear answer for their early enquiries, he
gave them permission to start the mon-
astery on 1°t November, 1829. St. Cha-
vara described these incidents in the first
few pages in the Chronicles 1-4.

After getting the permission on Novem-
ber 1st to go ahead with the construc-
tion of a monastery, on 29th of the same
month St. Chavara received his Priestly
Ordination. After ordination, when he
celebrated his first Mass along with the
bishop, he prayed for God’s blessings to
help them build a Home of Vision, (Darsa-
na Bhavanam) knowing that he had been
called as a special messenger to the Ker-
ala Church. Even though in the history
of the Church in India, monasteries had

been started in Angamali and Edappalli
under the leadership of the Archdea-
con’s, nothing remained after the inci-
dent of “Koonan Kurisu Sathyam.” (Oath
taken against the Latin bishops in front of
the Cross at Mattancherry church).

Hence, the monastery at Mannanam has
become the most ancient monastery in
the history of Indian Churches. We will
never be able even to imagine the anxie-
ties and difficulties those pioneers might
have felt. How people were going to wel-
come a new movement that never exist-
ed earlier in history, would they get any
support? Would anyone help in finding
a suitable place and help them financial-
ly? If at all they built, would anyone join
them as members in this new movement?
Hundreds of such questions were there
for which they needed answers. Another
question was whether Fr. Palackal who
was running a seminary at Pallipuram,
could leave that and take responsibility
of this new venture and continue with it.
They had to wait and see. They were go-
ing to make a leap into darkness without
knowing what lay ahead. If this was the
Will of God, His wish would be fulfilled,
they believed firmly in this.

They shared their plan with a few other
priests who were friends but they did not
get a favourable response from them.
Years went by, the priests who had re-
ceived the call started to have doubts,
whether this was going to materialize or
whether they were capable of making it
happen. They had two things in front of
them to tackle: First, a place with good
accessibility on top of a hill as the House
of Vision, Beth- Rouma (House Above)
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should only be built on a higher ground.
Second was the need for enough mon-
ey to buy the land and build the Home.
There was only a capital investment of
Rs.200 which was given to them by the
bishop as a token to encourage them.

The three who ventured out were having
serious financial issues on their person-
al side as well. The elder brother of Fr.
Palackal who supported the family had
died and he had financial difficulties at
home. When the parents of Fr. Porukara
passed away, being the eldest in the fam-
ily he had to help his younger siblings to
get settled in life. As far as Fr. Chavara
was concerned, after the death of his
parents and only elder brother, he had
decided to give his share of inheritance
to his elder sister so that she would take
over the family’s burden. In this situation,
they had to depend solely on the support
of the Church followers.

When it was taking too long to find a suit-
able land and start the building works,
the priests with whom they shared
their ideas started discouraging them.
They told the trio not to go after things
that could never happen. Even though
hope seemed to be fading at times, they
strengthened their belief that if this was
the Will of God it would happen and went
ahead with their plans.

Many months passed since they had
been given permission to build their
dream Home. After handing over the
responsibilities of running Pallipuram
seminary to Fr. Chavara, the other two
priests started visiting other churches
for fundraising, along with the search for
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a suitable land to buy. Their search was
limited within the borders of the Syro
Malabar Church, between the rivers of
Bharathapuzha and Pampa. The trio con-
tinued their search for the land. Finally,
at the beginning of 1831, they found a
suitable land at Pullarikkunnu, near Athi-
rampuzha. They started the legal process
to buy the land. Soon they learned that
many people who lived there were not in
favour of having a Christian church near
to the Devi temple there. They searched
for almost a year to find this place but
as the above issue dimmed their hopes,
they felt sad. Their moral responsibilities
quickly pulled them out of their sorrow,
and a decision was taken immediately.
Since it was a sensitive issue, they decid-
ed not to hurt the feelings of those peo-
ple who belonged to a different religion.
They started their search again in differ-
ent places.

Before long they found another place
known as Mannanamkunnu a little away
from Pullarikkunnu. The land was ac-
cepted by all and it was also the most
suitable for their needs. They were
convinced that if you give value to fellow-
ship, give consideration to other people’s
feelings, God would definitely lead and
arrange everything in order for them.
Above all, people from other religions
also came forward to help. Within a few
days, Tharakan Thayyil and Perumalil Ko-
chu Pothan donated their land on the hill.
Soon after they started working on clear-
ing the place. The first ceremony was to
erect a cross where the building was go-
ing to be built. They made arrangements
for that right away.



The people who lived in the surrounding
areas and a few priests came together
that evening for participating in that cer-
emony. Suddenly sunlight dimmed, dark
clouds filled the sky, lightening sliced
through the darkened skies and thun-
der echoed everywhere. It was as if rain
would pour down any second. Everyone
stood on their knees around the cross
which was to be blessed and started pray-
ing intensely. What happened next was
nothing short of a miracle. The evening
sun was about to set on the Arabian Sea,
crossing the back waters of Vembanad,
suddenly glowed brighter. It painted the
whole area with a beautiful golden hue.
The blessing ceremony took place in an
environment which was glowing bright.
Fr. Chavara who was also a good singer,
sang the litany of All Saints and the fel-
low priests and people who were present
sang along with him. The name for this
building which was going to be the abode
of God also came out of his mouth, “Beth-
Rouma”.

Eveningwas nearing. People started their
walk down the hill before the twilight
faded. Just then they heard the wail of a
child, who fainted within minutes. He be-
longed to the house of Ullatuthara, Pala.
His sibling, who was also a seminarian
was there among others who surrounded
the child. People hurriedly tried to car-
ry the boy over to a local physician who
could give treatment for snake poison.
Fr. Porukara intervened and told them to
move the child to the nearby shelter, and
the people obeyed him immediately. He
sprinkled on the child the holy water he
had brought for the ceremony of hoisting

the cross and prayed. He asked every-
body else to leave. The unexpected inci-
dent made Fr. Chavara sad. He wondered
if the accident was a sign of God'’s dislike
of this place. He might have prayed for
forgiveness if there were any inadequa-
cies in their dealings in buying this land.
He might have also felt relieved when
he remembered what happened in the
evening. By changing the dark thunder-
ous clouds into bright glowing sky God
actually was giving His consent pleased
with the events. Regaining his hope, he
turned back only to see the child getting
up feeling fresh and energetic. Fr. Poru-
kara realised that the same evil serpent
that tried to tempt the first man and
woman Adam and Eve, came here also
with his evil tactics. He felt happy that
with the holy water he was able to chain
the evil one and throw him out. He was
also convinced that as long as God was
with them, they had nothing to be afraid
of.

On the 11% of May 1831, the Vicar Ap-
ostolic Msgr Stabilini along with Fathers
Palackal, Porukara, Chavara, Brother Ja-
cob Kaniyanthara and many others laid
the foundation stone of Beth-Rouma, at
Mannanam hills, in the name of St. Jo-
seph. It was the beginning of the first CMI
Monastery, one of the ancient Christian
Monasteries in the history of Churchesin
India. (Chronicles 8-24).

The House of Vision (Darsana Veedu)
built on signs given from God, also gave
a new message to St. Chavara, that hard-
ships and trials were part of life of a true
disciple of Christ. @
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Signature (a feature film in
Malayalam, with screenplay
by Fr. Babu Thattil CMI)

has received clearance
from the Censor Board.
Congratulations

and best wishes to

Fr. Babu Thattil and team...
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NEWS ROUNDUP

NEWS FROM GENERAL
DEPARTMENTS

B DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL APOSTOLATE I

CEVA Summer Camp

CEVA summer camp “Thalir” was con-
ducted for children on 16-18 May, 2022.
The camp was inaugurated by Fr. Biju
Vadakkel CMI, General Councillor. This
year CEVA highlighted the SDG Goal 13,
“Climate Action” through all the programs
of the camp. The camp was conducted in
five southern provinces Trivandrum, Kot-
tayam, Kochi, Thrissur and Kozhikode.

Educational Assistance

CEVA distributed educational items
such as school bag, umbrella, note book
to members of GEMS children’s group.
“Gems & Yuva of CEVA” work for the ho-
listic development of children from eco-
nomically backward families in order to
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make them understand who they are and
what they can do for the society. At pres-
ent 25 children are directly benefitting
from this project. Members meet regu-
larly on all Saturdays and are involved in
the following activities: English Coaching
Class, Personality Development Train-
ings, Theatre Workshops, Post Office
Savings, Group Discussion and Group ac-
tivities, Summer Camps and Outing and
Celebrations. A total of 40 students are
benefitting from this project.

Daily Bread Program

On 07t July 2022, CEVA started Daily
Bread Program for poor people in and
around Ernakulam City. The program
was inaugurated by ward counselor Mrs.
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Padmaja Venugopal. On every Wednes-
day CEVA distributes mid day meal to the
poor people.

On 14/06/2022 CEVA organized blood
donation camp in association with IMA.
Students from Maharajas College, Kochi,
staff from different institutes of Chavara
Cultural Centre, CEVA youth club and
other public groups donated their blood.

Housing Project - Udaya Colony,
Ernakulam

CEVA could render financial help for
the construction of 6 houses for home-
less families with support from Indian
Catholic Community, Cologne, Germa-
ny. House constructions are going on in

full swing and all are nearing completion.
Two furnished houses have already been
handed over to two families.

%’

On 1°t October, 2022 CEVA observed
senior citizen’s day. Mr. K. J. Peter, Social
Worker, Pain and Palliative Care Centre,
General Hospital, Kochi inaugurated the
Program. Fr. Mathew Vembeni CMI hon-
ored Mr K.J Peter for his social service
activities. The members of “Pranamam”
the elderly group project running direct-
ly under CEVA attended the program.

Workshop on climate resilience
approach

On 13/9/2022, CEVA conducted one
day workshop on “Climate resilience ap-
proach”. Dr. Haridas, Caritas, India led
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the session. Representatives from differ-  Kerala Social Security Mission and Lotus
ent NGOs participated in the workshop. Eye Hospital, Kadavanthra. Staff from
different institutes of Chavara Cultural
Centre, elderly groups and other neigh-
bors participated in the camp.

Meeting of Provincial Councilors of
social Apostolate
and Health Care 2022

CMI General Department of Social Ap-
ostolate and Health care in association

with CEVA organised Health Care meet-
ing based on the theme “Art of Accom-
‘ paniment in healing Ministry” at Amala
CEVA organized free eye examination Medical College, Thrissur. The program
camp on 02/11/2022 in association with  was inaugurated by Rev Fr Prior General.

l DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION I

CMI Environment Policy The CMI Environment Policy was prom-

ulgated on 3 January 2022 by Rev Fr Pri-

vy, v or General. It was prepared by a group of
expertsin the field incorporating the sug-

&P M I gestions and feedback from the respect-

\ CMI ed Provincials and the members of the

g e ENVIRONMENTAL congregation as mandated by the 38th

” POLICY General Synaxis. As per the resolutions

CRY SOMMONHOME of GS 38, the implementation of the CMI

Environment Policy and the compliance
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to Green Protocol are mandatory in all
our houses and institutions.

CMI Education Summit 2022

The CMI Education Summit 2022, the
coming together of the CMI Educators
and the updation program organized by
the General Department of Education
biennially was conducted at Christ Uni-
versity Kengery campus on 15th and
16th October, 2022. A record number
of 162 of our members who are serving
in our educational institutions attended
the summit. Rev Fr Prior General presid-
ed over the inaugural session and spoke
on the theme Empowerment through
Networking. Dr Ashok Sajjanhar former
Indian Ambassador inaugurated the
summit and spoke on the topic ‘Future
of India and our responsibility as edu-
cators! Dr Maria Charles (Secretary,
CBCl Commission for Education and
Culture) addressed the gathering based
on the theme ‘Education - Empowering
the Powerless. Prof Sridhar Srivastava
(Joint Director, NCERT), and Dr Abra-

ham Vettiyankal, VC of Christ University
addressed the gathering during the inau-
gural session.

On the first day the sessions were led by
Prof Sridhar Srivastava (NEP- Implemen-
tation Strategies and Consultation on
NCF), Prof Sankarshan Basu (Education-
al Management - Skills and Attitudes for
21st Century), and Dr Pius Malekandam
(Educational Revolution of St Kuriakose
Elias Chavara - Facts and Documents) on
the given topics. In the panel discussion
on ‘Implementation Strategies of NEP’ Dr
Aswath Narayan C N (Minister of High-
er Education, Karnataka) was the main
speaker. Dr Augustine Kochuvelickakath

(] N E™MPowERING niroN SUMMIT 202,
15 - 3¢ gc“.-txczu;m

CHRIST KENGERy €

=
» PANE
;,

N
TOPIC: IapLe L Discussjon

MENYAYION STATUS OF NEP

|
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(Principal, Kristujayanti College, Banga-
lore), Mr Jaijo Joseph (Syndicate Mem-
ber, Bengaluru North University) and Dr
Teles Fernandes (Secretary, GEBCI) were
the other panelists and Dr Jaison Muler-
ickal (Vice Principal, Rajagiri Engineering
College) was the moderator.

On the second day, the sessions were led
by Dr Joe Arun SJ (Catholic Education -
Present Day Challenges and Solutions for
Tomorrow), Sri Joseph Annamkutty Jo-
seph (Education - Hopes and Aspirations
of Youth), Dr Jose Kuriedath (Education-
al Directives from CMI Constitutions and
Directory) and Dr Ms Shaheen Mistry
(Educational Practices for a Transformed
World) on the given topics. The videos
prepared by the education departments
of CMI provinces on the Best Education-
al Practices of the Province highlighted

There are Hidden

Blessings in every

Struggle.
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the yeoman service we render in our in-
stitutions. | gratefully acknowledge the
service of members of the Core Team,
Dr Kenndey Andrew Thomas, MC of the
program, Fr Abraham Vettiyankal who
offered all the facilities of Christ Kengery
and Fr Sony Chundatt and his team who
made all the arrangements for the sum-
mit at the campus.
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CMI Value Education
Text Books

As mandated by the GS 38 the Value Education Text Books for Std
1-10 of all our schools are being prepared. They are getting ready. All
our schools are requested to take these text books for teaching Value
Education in our schools. Please include these in the book list of our

schools for the next academic year. The representatives of Arrow
Publishers who are the distributors will be approaching the schools
shortly.

CONGRATULATIONS

FR. PIOUS PARIYARATHUKUNNEL COMPLETED HIS
DOCTORATE IN DOGMATIC THEOLOGY FROM

VINZENZ PALLOTTI UNIVERSTIY VALLENDAR, GERMANY.
CONGRATULATIONS FATHER.

L
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NEWS FROM THE PRIOR

GENERALS HOUSE

Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav 2022

75% year of Indian Independence was
celebrated in a befitting manner at the
Prior General's House community. The
celebration began on 13 August 2022 by
hoisting the national flag as part of Har
Ghar Tiranga. Rev. Fr James Madathikan-
dathil CMl, after hoisting the flag gave a
meaningful message which pointed out
the sacrifices of many to achieve free-
dom.

Onam 2022

CMI Prior General’'s house, Kochi cele-
brated this year’s Onam with more vigor
and enthusiasm. The celebration was on
07 September 2022. Rev. Fr Prior Gen-
eral spoke about oneness and unity in his
onam message. The cultural events and
games organized by Bro. Jakson, the Re-
gent added more color to the event. The
climax of the celebration was the sump-
tuous Onam Sadya.

Silver Jubilee of Priestly Ordination

The silver jubilee celebration of priest-

ly ordination of batch 1997 was held at
CMI Prior General’s house on 08" and
09t October. The celebration began
with Holy hour delete followed by the
input session by Bishop Mar Sebastian
Vaniapurackal, the Curia Bishop. Next
day after the concelebrated Jubilee Mass
all the participants shared the touching
moments of their priestly ministry. The
celebration was concluded with the fe-
licitation gathering in which Rev. Fr Prior
General appreciated the selfless service
and commitment of the jubilarians

28
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News From Migging

Migging is a small village by the side of
the main road from Yingkiong to Tuting
in the Upper Siang district of Arunachal
Pradesh. It is 50 kms from Migging to Tut-
ing. We have a small Catholic community
in this village, which is taken care of by
our Fathers from Tuting. Earlier, before
we took up the Tuting parish it was cared
for by the MSFS Fathers from Yingkiong.

Rev. Fr. Shaju Panegadan CMI started
to reside in this village as the priest-in-
charge, in a house made available by the
village community, on 16 July 2021.

Ever since Fr. Shaju started caring for
the community, life there became very
vibrant. Many people who were Catholic
but did not practice faith, gradually start-
ed to show interest in the church and to
practice faith.

A lady and a gentleman had donated a
patch of land in 2019 for constructing a
new church, as the existing church was
very small. Later, more people donated
land adjacent to the land given for the
church. Their demand was to make a
beautiful church adequate to the plots of
land donated. St. Paul Province accepted
the proposal by the people and initiated
the process of building up a church in the
land donated, on 18 October 2021, un-
der the able leadership of Rev. Fr. Cejo
Chakkery CMI, the parish priest.

HST. PAULS PROVINCE, BHOPAL I

Within a year a beautiful spacious church
was built by the Province with the sup-
port and contributions from the com-
munity and many other well-wishers and
benefactors. It was blessed by Bishop Rev.
Dr. John Thomas of the Itanagar diocese
and inaugurated by Rev. Fr. Justin Akka-

[l
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ra CMlI, the Provincial in the presence of
Mr. Alo Libang the Minister of Health and
Family Welfare, Arunachal Pradesh, Mr.
Lumgeng Latin, the Zilla Parishad Chair-
person of Upper Siang district, the Zilla
Parishad members, Panchayat Chairper-
son of Migging, the Fathers and the faith-
ful and the well-wishers from far and
near, on 3 October, 2022.

Fr. Shaju caters to the community at
Panggo 20 kms towards Tuting side and
Mosing community 20 kms towards
Yingkiong side. Since he doesn’t have a
vehicle he depends on villagers and the
commuting Sumos for conveyance to go
to these communities for Sunday Mass
and other pastoral activities. But when
he doesn’'t get any help from the village,
he misses out the Sunday Mass and other
services in these villages.

Fr. Paulson Muthipeedika CMI joined Fr.
Shaju on 20 August 2022 to assist him.

We are looking for a four wheeler so
that we can conveniently cater to these
two villages and a few villages across the
Siangriver in this area.

30

SAHELINEBWo | HAValMoenId 2022

We are motivating the faithful to avail
the Migging church as a centre for ob-
serving prayer and fasting. The faithful
in this area have a tradition of observ-
ing fasting and prayer for one day, three
days, five days, for a week or for more
days for their particular intentions and
needs. Since there’s no Catholic prayer
centre close by, they go to prayer cen-
tres of other denominations. So we are
trying to develop the Migging church as a
centre, where people can come and stay
for a few days as per their need to do the
fasting and prayer.

Bishop Rev. Dr. John Thomas after the
blessing of the new Church suggested
to Fr. Provincial that Migging could be
erected as a parish comprising of Mig-
ging, Panggo, Mosing and other nearby
communities. A process of taking people
into confidence shall be undertaken be-
fore we give our response to the Bishop'’s
suggestion.

While meeting the Fathers after the
blessing of the church at Migging, Fr. Pro-
vincial suggested to erect formally a CMI
House at Migging for the effective func-
tioning of the centre.

ST. JOSEPH’S PARISH,
KANYANDA, UGANDA

Sunday 28 August 2022 was a historic
day for the CMI Mission in Uganda. The
members of the St. Joseph’s Parish, Kan-
yanda formally and solemnly welcomed
the third member of the Carmelites, Fr.
Johnson Tharaniyil (actually, the fourth
including Fr. Dhibin), and Rev. Fr. Sebi
Edattukaran, the Vicar Provincial dur-
ing the Solemn Sunday Holy Mass to the
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Kannynada family. The representatives
from all the Nine Sub-Parishes brought
varieties of gifts to honour the new mem-
ber and the visitor. Fr. Sebi officiated the
Holy Baptism of 12 infants on the same
day. The Altar Angels in their new attire
(brought from Kerala) added elegance to
the celebrations and we hope that they
would grow into angelic forms in future.

The day became more vibrant, colourful
and rhythmic with the Inter-SubParish

Renovated Prabhu Sadan, Ashram,
Tarsa Blessed

Prabhu Sadan, Tarsa got a new look with
the renovation done to the chapel and

= =3 o '
BEMARTHOMA PROVINCE, CHANDA IS

Choir Competition conducted imme-
diately after the Holy Mass and the re-
ception. Seven teams participated in
this ‘high voltage’ singing competition,
efficiently visualized and implemented
by Fr. Stenin Davis, the Choir Chaplain
under the dedicated guidance of Fr. Saju
Anthony, the Parish Priest. This was the
first of its kind in this area and many
Priests, Nuns and the faithful from the
neighbouring parishes attended the pro-
gramme.

o

residence of the priests. It was the result
of the hard work of Rev. Fr. Joy Parappilly
that Prabhu Sadan, Tarsa took this new
and beautiful look. On 12 June, 2022 it
was blessed and inaugurated by His Ex-
cellency Bishop Mar Ephrem Nariculam,
Bishop of Chanda.

The Golden Jubilee of priestly ordination
of Rev. Frs. Sebastian Thattil and James
Thuruthiyil, Silver Jubilee of ordination
of Rev. Frs. Johny Edapulavan and Jaison
Kallookaran andsilver Jubilee of religious
profession of Rev. Frs. Prem Choorackal
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and Jose Koikara also were celebrated on
this day at Prabhu Sadan Ashram, Tarsa.
The Golden Jubilee Holy Mass was of-
fered by the Jubilarians and Rev. Fr. Pro-
vincial gave the jubilee sermon. During
the felicitation Rev. Fr. Tomy Chirapurath
highlighted the unique contributions of
the jubilarians in the mission of Chanda.

Diamond Jubilee Seminar

CMI Mar Thoma Province, Chanda or-
ganized a one day Seminar on Mission in
the 215t century on the occasion of the Di-
amond Jubilee of Chanda Mission (1962-
2022). The seminar remembered the
contributions, hardships and hard-works
of the veteran missionaries and relished
60 years of CMI Presence in Chanda. Rev.
Fr.Benny Joseph Mukalel CMI, Provincial
Mar Thoma Province, Chanda welcomed
the gathering. Then the proceedings be-
gan with the Inaugural address by the
president of the function His Excellency
Bishop Mar Ephrem Nariculam, Bishop of
Chanda. The keynote address - “Mission
as Walking With” - was delivered by Rev.
Fr. Saju Chackalackal CMI, Provincial,
Preshita Province, Coimbatore. The oth-
er talks included: “A Renewed Passion for
Mission” by His Excellency Bishop Mar
Prince Panengaden, Bishop of Adilabad
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Diocese, “Roadmap to the Mission of the
Future India” by Rev. Fr. Davis Varayilan
CMI, Rector, Samanvaya Theologate,
Bhopal and “Chanda Mission: Historical
Reflections” by Rev. Fr. Tomy Chirapu-
rath, Priest -in - Charge, Wani.

The afternoon sessions were dedicated
to honour and pay homage to the veter-
an missionary and a trailblazer in Evan-
gelization, late Rev. Fr. George Canisius
Kachiramattom CMI. Rev. Fr. Varghese
Puthuparampil, Vicar General of Diocese
of Chanda shed light on the inspiring per-
sonality of Father Canisius as the St. Paul
of Chanda. Then the technical sessions
were concluded with a panel discussion.
The panelist Rev. Fr. Mathew Nirappel,
Rev. Sr. Alphonsa SHSp and Mr. Datta To-
gare (One of the catechists who worked
with Father Canisius) spoke about differ-
ent aspects of Father Canisius as a loving
father, zealous missionary, a caring pas-
tor and a true shepherd with the smell of
the sheep.

The prayer dance by the candidates of
Euphrasia Bhavan, Wardha and the Jubi-
lee thanksgiving Dance by the students
of BJM Carmel Academy, Higher Sec-
ondary School, received great applause
from the floor. Rev. Fr. Binoy Checkon-
thayil CMI, Councilor for Evangelization
and Pastoral Ministry of Mar Thoma
Province, Chanda proposed the vote of
thanks. Rev. Fr. Jilson Kuzhuppilly CMI
conducted the entire proceedings.

CASSET Inauguration

The inauguration of Carmel Acade-
my Social Service Empowerment Team
(CASSET) was held on 13t July 2022.
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The Principal, teachers and students of
National school were invited for the pro-
gramme. Events like dance and speeches
were organised by teachers and students
of BJM Carmel Academy. The students of
National School had also put up a dance
performance. The Principal Rev. Fr. Dr.
Binoy distributed books and other study
material among the children of National
School. The Principal of National School
thanked Rev. Fr. Binoy and the teachers
and students of the CASSET Department
for their kind gesture of teaching their
children English and Computer every
Sunday.

Carmel’s Charity Programme

Continuing the legacy of charity St. Cha-
vara, BJM Carmel Academy started the
Carmel’s Charity Programme where the
students are asked to bring grains and
other items every Wednesday to donate
among the poor and underprivileged.
The Carmelites enthusiastically partic-
ipate in this donation every Wednesday
by bringing variety of stationary items as
well as grains, pulses, biscuit packets etc.
These donations are distributed among
the underprivileged people of various
institutions in collaboration with the De-
partment of Evangelisation and Pastoral
Ministry of Chanda.

Mega Drawing Competition 2022

CARMEL CANVAS (Sculpting with
Hearts), a mega drawing competition
was organised by Carmel High School as
part of the 75 anniversary of India’s in-
dependenceThe event was inaugurated
by the senior journalist Mr. Rohidas Raut.
Principal Rev. Fr. Jinesh Mathew presid-

ed over the programme.

As many as 1,700 students of the school
from class 1 to 10 participated in the
mega event and drew pictures of various
themes of independence. Mr. Raut laud-
ed the initiative of the school terming the
event as historic and it would help incul-
cating values of patriotism among the
students.

Inauguration and Blessing of
the Grotto

1 z
g
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In the premises of St Thomas More Study
House Bamni, a beautiful grotto of Moth-
er Mary was Blessed and Inaugurated
on Sep 03, 2022 by Very Rev Fr Josey
Thamarassery CMI, the Vicar General of

CMI Congregation in the presence of Rev
Fr Babu Mattathil CMI, the general audi-
tor, Rev Fr Benny Mukalel CMI, the pro-
vincial Mar Thoma province Chanda and
many other CMI priests of the province.

l PRESHITHA PROVINCE, COIMBATORE NN

Welcome to First Year Aspirants

In the month of June 2022, nine new As-
pirants, joined San Jos Aspirants’ House,
Pakkulam, Attapady, for their first year
formation. Fr. Provincial received them
and their parents with a prayer service.

PROVINCE DAY 2022

Preshitha Province Day 2022 and Fr.
Provincial’s feast were celebrated on 1
October 2022 at the Provincial House. It
was an occasion to meet, greet, and share
the joy with the members of the Province.
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The celebration started with the solemn
celebration of Holy Qurbana presided
over by Fr. Provincial and the members of
the Provincial Council . It was followed by
the family gathering with various cultural
events and was concluded with Agape.

Novitiate Entrance

y W 40

Formal entry of seven Postulants - to
the canonical novitiate was solemn-
ly conducted on 8 September 2022 at
Arul Illam, Velanthavalam. Fr. Provincial
presided over the liturgical celebration
and the homily was delivered by Fr. Anto
Nayangara.

Remembering Fr. Dunstan Olakkengil

Our Aspirants from Pollachi and Pak-
kulam gathered at Arul lllam (Novitiate
House), Velanthavalam, along with their
Rectors and Vocation Promoters to com-
memorate Fr. Dunstan, whose cause is
being processed at the diocesan level
(Palakkad). There were quiz competition,
English and Malayalam speeches and
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group songs based on Fr. Dunstan’s vir-
tuous life. Outdoor games and sharing of
Brothers about their views on religious
life were enriching.

As Signature, a Malayalam commercial
feature film, is slated to be released in the

theatres in Kerala, Preshithites are hap-
py and thrilled about the great achieve-
ments of Fr. Babu Thattil, who wrote the
script and the screenplay for the movie.
This feature film will be released under
the banner of San Jose Creations, and it
was directed by Manoj Palodan. Congrat-
ulations to Fr. Babu Thattil.

l

I MARY MATHA VICE-PROVINCE, HYDERABAD N

Welcome to New Aspirants

Twenty new aspirants have begun their
first-year aspirants’ training at Geothir
Bhavan Chethimattam, Pala on 6th of
June, 2022. They are guided by Fr. Mel-
bin as their Rector and Bro. Jithin as
their Regent. Fr. Jinto, the director of the
house also takes keen interest in helping
the community in various ways.

Academic year and LCA Inauguration

Academic year and LCA at St Joseph'’s
Bhavan were inaugurated on 19t of June
2022. Fr. Provincial, Fr. Vicar Provincial,
and fathers from St. Vincent monastery
Pala, St John's monastery Mutholy and
Rev. Fathers and friends from neighbour-
ing communities were present on the oc-
casion. The evening was made colourful
with splendid performances of aspirants.
Fr. Provincial reminded everyone to stay
focused and not to forget the purpose of
their vocation.

New Academic Year

After the Covid 19 pandemic, once again
all our schools are crowded with the
staffs and students to face the new nor-
mal situations and to surge ahead in the
academic year 2022 - 23. It started with
lighting of the lamp by the management,
representatives of teachers and students
followed by readings from the three Holy
Scriptures. The headmaster prayed for
the students and teachers invoked the
Almighty to teach well, protect and guide
them in this academic year.

Harvest of near 100-fold

The students of Std 10 of all our schools,
of the last academic year 2021 -22 came
out in flying colours creating an unprec-
edented success story. The result was
indeed a golden stepping stone to go fur-
ther into the heights of success and aca-
demic achievements.
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St. Thomas Day Celebrations

St. Thomas day was celebrated solemnly
at aspirants’ house. Cultural evening was
conducted by aspirants and their parents
also were present for the program. All
those who were named after St. Thomas
among the family members were greeted
during the program.

Visit to USA

Rev Fr. Provincial visited our fathers
working in USA from 15t of July 2022.
Rev. Fr. Reji Ethappiri had taken two
months break for a Spanish course as his
ministry demanded it. It was Rev Fr. Law-
rence Padamadan who substituted Fr.
Reji as the pastor at Little Flower Church,
during his absence.

On 20" July 2022 Fr. Provincial met
Bishop David L Toups, the Bishop of the
Diocese of Beaumont. During the meet-
ing, Bishop expressed sincere gratitude
for the service of our fathers. He termed
them, true pastors. Bishop also invited
the province to open a community in the
diocese in view of continuing our minis-
try in the diocese.

World day of Senior Citizens

Day for elderly and aged were celebrated
with the inmates of Devadan Centre run
by Snehagiri sisters. One-hour cultural
programme was put up on the stage by
aspirants. The inmates also entertained
all with many programmes. As a token of
love, we gifted the institution some mate-
rials that would be useful for sanitation.

Carmel Matha Feast, Nizamsagar

The Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel
was celebrated along with the people in
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our shrine at Nizamsagar on 31°t July,
2022 with Carmelite zeal and enthusi-
asm. It was a Marian Shrine built during
the reign of Nizam for Tamil and An-
glo-Indian Catholics who were working
in the Hydro-electric Power station at
Nizamsagar. In those days priests from
Hyderabad diocese used to come regu-
larly for the celebration of the Eucharist.
Later years due to the absence of the
Catholic employees, there were no regu-
lar services. But all those retired employ-
ees, their family members, relatives and
most of the Catholics of the surrounding
areas come together every year in the
first Sunday after July 16 and celebrate
the feast of our Lady of Mount Carmel
solemnly. Presently our community at
Yellareddy is taking the responsibility of
protecting and managing the shrine at
Nizamsagar which is 20 kilometres away
from our community.

Parish priests and people from differ-
ent parishes including from Hyderabad
joined us for Eucharistic celebration and
procession. Rev. Fr. Chinnababu OFM
Cap, from Arogyanagar was the main cel-
ebrant. During the homily the preacher
emphasized that we are part of a great
religious tradition living the life of prayer
and contemplation, inspired by the life
and spirit of Prophet Elijah and to be
the successors of the hermits who lived
in the caves of Mount Carmel, in silence,
solitude and gave witness to the Gospel
values. It's an occasion which reiterates
our call to be the missionaries of Jesus
through our apostolic life inspired by the
great and heroic saints of Carmel. The
celebration concluded with agape.
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Kudos Fr. Pious

Together with the parish ministry Fr. Pi-
ous Pariyarathukunnel completed his
doctorate in dogmatic theology from
Vinzenz Pallotti Universtiy Vallendar,
Germany. The members of the Mary Ma-
tha Vice Province congratulate and ap-
preciate his hard work.

Province Day Celebrations 2022

This year the province day was conduct-
ed in our Provincial House on 12t and
13t of August 2022. The celebrations be-
gan with the Holy Rosary, imploring the
intercession of the Blessed Mother Mary
followed by a talk by Rev. Fr. Varghese
Puthuparampil CMl, the Proto Syncellus
of the diocese of Chanda. He spoke about
the importance and the need of being a
Grace Filled presence in the World today
in the context of the bicentennial jubilee
of the foundation of our Congregation.
The night sky was made colourful with
fireworks.

On the second day, we had a solemn con-
celebrated Eucharistic Celebration at
6.30 am. The newly ordained priests Frs.
Melbin and Syam along with Councillor
for Social work and health care, Fr. Jaic
Chittetu were the main celebrants. Fa-
thers of our province had a gathering at
10.30 am in the conference hall.

There was a Family gathering after the
meeting. There were many games and
programmes conducted by the brothers.
Fr. John Poovatholil sang a very beauti-
ful song for the community. Fr Provincial
and Fr. Vicar Provincial distributed the
gifts to all the members present for the

gathering. The celebrations ended with a
sumptuous lunch.

Feast of Assumption and 75"
Anniversary of Independence

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
and the independence day of India were
celebrated very solemnly. The flag draw-
ing competition and a cultural evening
were conducted by aspirants. Fr. Roy
Chirayil prepared and accompanied the
brothers for all the activities.

Every Sunday, Bro. Ani, the regent at St.
Vincent Monastery, Palai trains the aspir-
ants to play basketball. Bro. Akhil Kalla-
dayil of Kottayam province occasionally
teaches music and instruments.

Provisions to Deprived and Physically
- Mentally Challenged People

Pangidi Somavaram is a remote village,
which is situated 12 kilometres away
from Kotappalli mandal headquarters,
Mancherial District, Telangana. The fa-
ther of one of the families died six years
ago. There are six children in the family.
The beloved mother of these children
also died recently and they became or-
phans. The department of social work
of Mary Matha Vice Province regularly
provides provisions and essential com-
modities to these children through the
director of Shantinilayam Fr. Mathai Ku-
lampalli.

Shanker, another beneficiary, is twenty
four years old. He is unable to get up and
therefore bedridden always. He cannot
even straighten his legs. He is physical-
ly and mentally challenged. Despite all
these pains and suffering, he is always
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joyful and never complains. His mother
died two years ago. After her death his
sister used to help him. She got married
two months ago. Presently his father
is looking after him standing beside his
coat. With the help of some good Sa-
maritans, we could construct a toilet and
repair their house. We regularly provide
provisions to them.

Chigurala Arpitha is another beneficiary
who is bedridden for last ten years. Her
mother has to be always beside her. Ra-
jagond is thirty-five years old. His father
issick. His mother has to be always beside
him looking after both. We make frequent
visits and console them with good words.

The department of social work of the
province used to provide essential com-
modities for the bedridden in 12 villages
through the director of Shantinilayam.
We also conduct prayer service for 25
HIV patients in another village and Prov-
ince provides them provisions for their
livelihood.

Shelter for the Homeless

The department of the social work of
the province directly has constructed
a couple of houses in different villages
of Kottappalli for the homeless people.
Recently we constructed a house for Ra-
jannawho was a washer man. He was suf-
fering from tuberculosis and died of the
same. He was living in a rented building
in the village at the time of his death. He
was unable to pay the rent and the fami-
ly of six took shelter under a Neem tree
beneath a plastic cover. During rainy sea-
son, water flowed in to the plastic cover
shelter. They had no space even to put
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a cot. Mother of Rajanna an old woman
died due to severe cold. He has a blind
sister and three daughters. His wife also
is sick. Their condition was very pathetic.
With the help of friends and relatives and
the generous support of the department
of social work of the province we could
construct a house for them.

Freedom Rally

Our students from all the schools, of
classes V to X along with the Staffs par-
ticipated in the Freedom Rally organised
by the Government of Telangana in dif-
ferent district and mandal headquarters
on 13™ August, 2022 to mark the 75"
year of India’s independence. A specially
prepared National Flag which was tens
of meters long, the still tableau, and the
placards and slogans depicting patriotic
values marked our students’ patriotism
and zeal to work for the nation.

Various Competitions

To mark the occasion of the platinum ju-
bilee of India’s independence and to en-
rich students’ literary and co-curricular
talents, our schools have organised var-
ious competitions. The competitions like
sports, patriotic singing, essay writing,
elocution and painting were held. Essay
writing competition and sports compe-
tition were conducted on 11 August for
the classes 6 to 10 and painting competi-
tion was conducted on 17 August for the
classes 1to 10.

Commemoration of 14 anniversary
of Martyrdom of Fr. Thomas Pandipalli
CMI

We celebrated the 14t anniversary of
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martyrdom of Fr. Thomas Pandipalli CMI
on 16 August, 2022 at Yellareddy. Fa-
ther Provincial was the main celebrant
and Rev. Fathers from neighbouring CMI
community joined for the Eucharistic
celebration. In the homily, Fr Provincial
recalled the virtuous life of Fr. Thom-
as Pandipally CMI. He also said that Fr.
Thomas deserves justice for the brutal
death and the great pain he underwent,
which can be obtained in two ways: i) by
praying for the murderers and ii) by pray-
ing to Fr. Thomas. He encouraged all to
take the intercession of Thomas Pandip-
ally, the first martyr of our Congregation.
After the mass the community visited
the spot of his martyrdom and prayed
the office for the dead and showed our
prayerful respect to Fr. Thomas. On that
day many people who were associated

50 years of Nirmal Province

i

Nirmal province Jagdalpur has celebrat-
ed its mission jubilee year as it completed
its 50 years of CMI presenceintheland of
Bastar, Jagdalpur. The celebrations were
solemn, remembering the providential
works of God in the mission area. An art
gallery was exhibited, which recalled the

with Fr. Thomas also visited the place
and offered their homage and sought his
intercession.

Guidance to the Torch Bearers

“It’s the teacher that makes the change,
not the mere classroom.” With the sole
purpose of updating teachers’ knowl-
edge, our schools hosted a series of
Teachers’ Workshops.

“My life is my message”

As part of 75% Independence Day cel-
ebrations, Gandhi movie was being
screened free of cost from 10am to 1:
15 pm.The Telangana government has
initiated free screenings of the film “Gan-
dhi” for school students in order to instil
a sense of patriotism in the young minds.

HENIRMAL PROVINCE, JAGDALPUR IS

hard works of the missionaries and the
present scenario of different mission un-
dertakings. Bishops, vicar generals from
different dioceses, provinces of different
provinces and congregations, hundreds
of religious and the faithful were present
for the celebration.

New mission in Odisha

Nirmal province has started the Syro
Malabar mission in Navarampur district
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of Odisha, signing an MOU with Sham-
shabad diocese. Under the guidance of
Fr Sebastian Mavumkal CMI, Tuition cen-
tres for village children and a community
prayer hall are under construction.

New Aspirants

Suman Ashram, the aspirants house of
the Nirmal province has 22 aspirants
among whom 13 are newly joined and 9
of them are school and college going as-
pirants.

33year of Vinayalaya
Mission Novitiate

It was the 33 year of Vinayalaya mission
novitiate. On 8 September 2022 we had
Novitiate Entrance of 16 brothers from
different mission provinces. It was our
great joy that main celebrant of the cer-
emony was Rev. Fr. Thomas Chathanpa-
rambil, (Prior General) and co celebrants
were Rev. Fr. Martin Mallath, Rev. Fr. Biju
Vadakkel(General Councillors) and Rev.
Fr. Thomas Vadakkumkara(Provincial
Superior, Jagdalpur).

B ST JOSEPH PROVINCE, KOTTAYAM _
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NIRF Ranking

Kristu Jayanti has achieved another
great milestone in our journey of ex-
cellence and service. The National In-
stitutional Ranking Framework (NIRF),
Ministry of Education, Government of
India, evaluates and assesses the Higher
Education Institutions in the country, an-
nually and the National Rankings of this
year are announced on 15th July 2022.
And our college has been Ranked among
the Top 150 Colleges in the country by
NIRF 2022. It is worth noting that Our
Institution is one of the 5 Colleges from
Karnataka that have been ranked among
the Top 200. This incredible achievement
is accredited to us with the dedication,
dynamism and quest for excellence by
the Jayantian Family.

B ST. THOMAS PROVINCE, KOZHIKODE I

Bicentennial celebrations

With the theme “Grace-filled Presence
for a Transformed World” we have em-
barked the preparation for the Bicenten-
nial celebrations of the foundation of our
Congregation. Year 2022 - 23 has been
observed as the CMI Year of Call and
Commitment.

Superiors Meeting

Superiors Meeting was organized on 02
May at Amalapuri and whole province
meetingwas held on 17 May, 2022.Rev Fr
Benny Nalkara CMI, Provincial of Sacred
Heart Province, Kochi was the resource
person. Introduction to the Bicentenary
celebrations of CMI, its theme, ten-year
of preparation centered on the six faces

of CMI were presented and discussed.
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Formators’ Meeting

Formators’ meeting was held on 11 April,
2022 at Lakkidi. Come and see program
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was hosted at St. Thomas Mount from 08
to 26 May, 2022. Congratulations to Rev.
Fr Nishanth Pathupallil CMI for his sin-
cere efforts in the vocation promotion.
The first year Aspirancy commenced this
year on 11 June, 2022 at Lakkidi with 14
candidates. Postulancy started with six
candidates on 28 May, 2022 at St Thom-
as novitiate house, Marikunnu.

Annual get together of the scholastics
was conducted on 18 & 19 April, 2022
with sharing, prayer sessions and outing.
Parents’ meeting of first year aspirants
(2021 -22) of Lakkidi was convened on
26 March, 2022 having personal meet-
ing of the formators with the candidate
and the parents, Holy Qurbana, sessions
for the parents, cultural programs and
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agape. Parents of +1 candidates of San-
thom Aspirants’ house, Gudallur were
gathered on 09 June, 2022. A meeting of
the parents of our scholastics on 21 May,
2022 at Amalapuri was well appreciated
and enjoyed by the families and the CMI
community. After the Holy Qurbana, Rev.
Brothers, Anwin Mannoor CMI and Alen
Pathiyil presented two topics, (i) The his-
tory and legacy of CMI congregation and
(ii) The dynamics of CMI formation. Me-
mentos were presented to families. Re-
sponse from the parents was so amazing
and encouraging.

Jubilee Celebration

i

Golden jubilee of the priestly ordination
of Rev. Fr Jose Njavallikadankavil CMlI,
silver jubilee of the priestly ordination
of Rev. Frs, Babu Kuzhumbil CMI, Jol-
ly Alavelil CMI, George Punchayil CMl,
John Panamthottam CMI, Johny Kan-
jirathinkal CMI, John Mannarathara CMI
and the silver jubilee of the religious
profession of Rev. Frs, Thomas Vayal-
il CMI, Paul Kureekkattil CMI, George
Kalluvaraparambil CMI, Jojo Pantha-
mackal CMI, Tomy Vattukulathil CMI,
Johny Kochuthazhath CMI, Martin Val-
iyamanackal CMI, Anil Puthuparambil
CMI, Sony Thalappillil CMI, Siby Pulickal
CMI, Rajesh Choorapoikayil CMI, Bibin
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Manchapallil CMI were celebrated on 26
February, 2022 at Amalapuri.

Golden Jubilee of the Priestly ordination
and Silver Jubilee of the Episcopal Ordi-
nation of the Major Archbishop George
Cardinal Alencherry and the reception
to the newly installed Arch Bishop, Mar
Joseph Pamplany was organized by the
province on 12 June, 2022 at Amalapuri.

e
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Education and Communication Media

The educators of CMI St Thomas prov-
ince, Kozhikode are working tirelessly
to make a difference and the result is
self-explanatory. Our educational insti-
tutions maintain the quality and excel-
lence throughout. The beneficiary satis-
faction was very much evident during the
pandemic period.

New Venture... New Model
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Christ CMI School, Bengaluru was inau-
gurated on 1 October 2022 in a grand
function in presence of eminent digni-
taries and Reverend fathers and broth-
ers of St Thomas Province and the CMI
family. The state-of-the-art infrastruc-
ture and the facilities provided in the
school are much appreciated. The vision
and efforts of our provincial Fr Thomas
Thekkel in realizing this great project is
greatly acknowledged. The financial sup-
port extended by the Silver Hills institu-
tions and Devagiri CMI Public school are
heart-warming and such collaborative
models shall help in accomplishing many
more projects in future.

Education Meet

The education meeting of this academ-
ic year was held on Saturday 27 August
2022 at Silver Hills Hr Sec School. The
theme for this year’s meeting was Per-
spectives of Global Standards in Educa-
tion. Dr Senthil Kumaran, of the Learn-
er's Confluence delivered the keynote
address. The meeting was attended by
all the members serving in the ministry of
Education and Media. The panel discus-
sion, group discussions and the presenta-
tions were really inspiring and thought
provoking. The participants had many
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take aways after the meeting. Proper fol-
low up for the education meeting is also
scheduled.

Chavara Educational Scholarship

The distribution of Chavara Educational
Scholarships for the financially less priv-
ileged school students were organised in
the month of August. Fr Provincial dis-
tributed the scholarship. There was also
an informative session about the life and
vision of St Kuriakose Elias Chavara for
the students and their parents followed
by high tea. The event was held at St.
Chavara Auditorium, Amalapuri.

Social Extension Activities

To provide more visibility to our social
interventions, all our educational insti-
tutions are taking up projects of social
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cause. Silver Hills Hr. Sec School and
Devagiri CMI public School have already
completed the construction of a house
each and handed it over to poor families
under the “Home for Homeless” project.
Such projects are initiated from all our
educational institutions to enhance our
social commitment.

For a Brilliant Future...

Miracles happen when two stars meet.
Devagiri Public School and Brilliant Study
Centre, Pala have joined their hands to-
gether to begin the Medical and Engi-
neering Entrance Coaching at Devagiri
campus. The Hostel has been set up at
DPS and the Coaching Centre is working
at the renovated building of former Ama-
la Aspirants’ House. Congratulations and
thanks to Fr John Kanjirathinkal and the
entire Devagiri community.

Facilitating To Achieve More

School improvement is a continual ev-
er-evolving process. The department of
education is planning to reach out to the
schools by sharing some standards and
benchmarks of quality schools and to al-
low all of us to make informed choices,
articulate what we want and compare
it with a realistic assessment of current
reality, collectively aspire for a goal, re-
flect and initiate dialogues, recognize
and manage the complexities at large and
thus deal effectively for enhanced ho-
listic student outcomes. School self-ap-
praisal forms were distributed to assist in
quality improvement.

SHG & JLG Formation

As part of ensuring livelihood security of
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poor and marginalized farmers, the de-
partment of social apostolate of CMI St.
Thomas Province Kozhikode, has formed
5 new SHG groups and 56 new Joint Li-
ability Groups in Chakittapara Grama
Panchayat. Now, in total, STARS has 40
SHGs and 122 JLGs.

Livelihood & Enterprise Development
Programme

To ensure sustainable development
among small & marginalized farmers
in Perambra and Kunnummal block,
Kozhikode and with specific objectives
to develop apiculture as a sustainable
income generation practice, the social
work department in collaboration with
NABARD has conducted a 10 day train-
ing programme on “Promotion of Bee-
keeping for 120 farmers and started a
new livelihood project “Beekeeping” in
Chakittapara, Kayakkodi and Kuttiyadi
Grama Panchayats. Fr Jose Prakash CMl,
Director STARS inaugurated the 10 day
training programme in Chakittapara Gra-
ma Panchayat. In total, STARS developed
200 bee growers through the project,
though the target was 120. All the 200
farmers have completed their training
and started Beekeeping.

Devagiri Institute of Technical
Education (DITE)

The Department of Social work of CMI
St.Thomas Province Kozhikode, under
the high profile of Devagiri institutions
has started a new venture Devagiri Insti-
tute of Technical Education (DITE), the
placement-driven skill training institute
in Devagiri college campus. The technical
institution is affiliated to Scientific and
Technical Education Department Council
(STED) which is an autonomous body and
a national level organization under govt.
of India. The skill development courses
on Tig/Migg & Gas cutting has started at
DITE.

Snehasparsham Project

With a vision to empower underpriv-
ileged widows in Pulppalli Grama
panchayath, Wayanad, the Department
of Social work of the province conduct-
ed a meeting at Marakav parish hall.
The meeting inspired widows to adopt
pro-conservation attitude and sustaina-
ble practices towards a greener lifestyle.

Water Testing Campaign

Clean drinking water is essential to life
and it is every one’s right. The Social
Work Department conducted 44 training
programmes on WQM & S under JJM in
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11 Grama Panchayats and thus, trained
2200 membersincluding GP Board Mem-
bers, Sub-Committee Members, GPWSC
Members, Asha Workers, Health Work-
ers and school teachers.

As part of enhancing social responsibility
among the students, the social work de-
partment has arranged a day activity at
the Paper Recycling unit in Devagiri col-
lege campus. Students from St.Joseph'’s
College have actively involved in the
paper production activities and helped
our special children at Ashakiran special
school to make hand crafts using paper
materials.

CEVA Summer Camp at Wayanad

The Department of Social Apostolate or-
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ganized 2 day summer camp programme
on 11 May in Wayanad district and con-
tinued till 13 May 2022. In all, 45 stu-
dents from class 6 to Degree level partic-
ipated in the programme.

STARS Pain & Palliative Care
Volunteers Training

As palliative care is a specialized health
care to support people living with a ter-
minal illness, the social work department
has organized a one day training pro-
gramme for STARS Pain & Palliative Care
volunteers at Vellad Grama Panchayat,
Kannur.
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M ST PAULS PROVINCE, MYSURU I

PROVINCE DAY CELEBRATION
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Province day celebration of CMI St Paul’s
Province, Mysuru took place on 215t May
2022 at Carmel Bhavan. Most of the fa-
thers from all our communities partici-
pated in the celebration. To add colour to
the day, silver jubilee of religious profes-
sion of our beloved Fr Renny Malana, Fr
Dince Madukkakuzhy, Fr Mathew Arichi-
rakunnel, Fr Sebastian Thalachirayil, Fr
Sijo Puramthottathil, Fr Shinto Puthu-
mattathil and Fr Biju Naduthottiyil was
celebrated. Rev. Fr Provincial and belov-
ed jubilarians celebrated the Holy Qur-
bana. Jubilarians were felicitated during
the gathering followed by the agape.

CHAVARA STUDIO INAUGURATION

On 315t March 2022 at 5:30 pm the first
recording studio of the province Chavara
Studio was inaugurated at Christ School,
Thandavapura by the Provincial Superi-
or, Rev. Fr Dr Varghese Kelamparampil
CMI and along with Fathers from Mys-
ore zone. . Congratulations to the Christ
School family for this wonderful gift to
the province and noble initiative.

GOLDEN JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS
NN Ry
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We celebrated the Sacerdotal Gold-
en Jubilee of our dear Fathers Xavier
Manjappilly CMI and Jacob Punchapu-
thussery CMI and the Golden Jubilee of
First Profession of Fr Jose Thekkekara
CMl on 31 July 2022 at St. Paul’'s Carmel
House Thandavapura. We admiringly
remembered their life on the altar and
thanked God for the selfless service they
rendered for the province. Fathers from
all our houses, relatives of Jubilarians,
Parish Priests, Sisters from neighbouring
communities, and Parishioners of Than-
davapura Parish joined us for the cele-
bration as our invited guests.
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FR AMATUS’ DAY

We celebrated Fr Amatus’ day on 4 Sep-
tember 2022 at 10.30 am at St Paul’s
Carmel House, Thandavapura with Sol-
emn High Mass. We commemorated the
life of Fr Amatus and remembered him
on the altar with gratitude.

W1

B ST JOSEPHS PROVINCE, THIRUVANANTHAPURAi\)I I

CMI Solidarity Day with the Displaced
Families at Vizhinjam
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‘Give justice to the weak and the orphan;
maintain the right of the lowly and the
destitute’ (Ps 82:3). The CMI fraternity
joined with our brethren struggling for
life at Vizhinjam due to the unjust deal
from the parties involved in the con-
struction of Vizhinjam port. The Meeting
was organized by the Rev Fr Santhosh
Kayyalaparampil CMI (Councillor, Social
work department). More than 35 mem-
bers from our Province together with
20 members of CEVA, Karikkamuri, Er-
nakulam participated in the protest. Rev
Fr James Madathilchira CMI and Rev Fr
Sony Palathra CMI were the spokesper-
sons in the event. Rev Fr Joshy Plam-
moottil also delivered his views on the
issue.
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Renewal Programme

The year set apart for “CMI Year of Call
and Commitment: 2022-23" was inaugu-
rated on 11 May 2022. To set a tone for
the renewal the General Team visited the
Province from 17 - 19 August 2022. The
Renewal programme was conducted in
three phases: phase 1 at Provincial House
on 17 August, Phase 2 was solely for the
Scholastics, phase 3 was conducted at
Chethipuzha and phase 4 was hosted at
Mannanam. Rev Fr Josey Thamarasserry
CMI, Vicar General and Rev Fr Paulson
Paliekara CMI, General Councillor of Fi-
nance represented the General Team.
Almost all fathers and brothers attended
these sessions.
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Dukhrana of St. Thomas the Apostle

B DHARMARAM COLLEGE, BANGALORE IS

Dukhrana of St Thomas the Apostle, fa-
ther of us in faith was celebrated with
solemn Raza on 3rd July. Fr Joby Thura-
ckal was the main celebrant.

Commencement of DVK
Academic Year

DVK Academic year commenced on 1t
June Wednesday, with the Holy Eucha-
ristic celebration presided over by Rev.
Fr. Joy Kakkanatt, the new President
of DVK. Rev. Fr. Rector gave the homily,
highlighting the thrust of evangelization
in DVK. Rev. Fr. President set the tone
for the new academic year with his word
oriented and mission driven inaugural
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message. The new students and profes-
sors were welcomed in the inaugural
function. Congratulations to Rev. Fr. De-
viassiachan Mukulathu, the Registrar for
organizing the inaugural function metic-
ulously. Well begun is half done.

Dharmaram bids Farewell to
Rev. Fr. Thomas Kollamparampil CMI

On the 5% of July, Dharmaram bid fare-
well to Prof. Thomas Kollamparampil
CMI, who served Dharmaram and DVK
at different capacities for the past 33
years. A dinner was hosted in his honor
and Rev. Fr. Joby Kochumuttom CMI fe-
licitated him and thanked him on behalf
of the community. Fr. Thomas goes back
to his province to assume a new responsi-
bility as the Vice Postulator for the cause
of the canonization of Servant of God, Fr.
Bruno CMI. We wish Fr. Thomas all the
blessings of God in his new mission.

Inauguration Of Dharmaram
LCA ‘Salita’

On the 23 of July, the Literary and Cul-
tural Academy of the year 2022-23 was
inaugurated under the title - SALITA.
Kalaimamani Mrs. Vasanth Vaikunth, a
renowned international dancer, was the
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chief guest of the event. In her message,
she emphasized on how literature and
art “ignites the cognitive energy of the
human person, which helps to transform
oneself and the society”. The music con-
cert during the event was well appreciat-
ed by all.

Evangelizing India in our Times

In view of the 75 independence day cel-
ebration of India, Dharmaram Mission
Department organized fifteen days of
special prayer for the evangelization of
the country. On each day different states
of our country, were brought to the Lord,
under the title “Evangelizing India in our
life time.” It was a time set apart to reflect
on the goodness of the Lord, his blessings
on our nation and to set ablaze the mis-
sionary zeal in brothers.

On the 10" of August 2022 His Excel-
lency Bishop Mar Prince Panangadan,
Bishop of Aliabad diocese, addressed
the community online, as part of Evan-
gelizing India in our life time. He placed
emphasis on a few points: the need to
evangelize India, possibilities of evange-
lisation in India and the need to take up
the mission mandate as the most impor-
tant commandment of Christ. He also
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conveyed that this task might be difficult,
but never impossible. Bishop further em-
phasized the need to go after the sheep,
live with the sheep just as Christ pitched
his tent among them, and the necessity
of learning the local language of the mis-
sion. Similarly, Bishop also pointed out
the need of having a heart-to-heart rela-
tionship with the people. Rev. Fr. Rector
thanked the bishop for his empowering
words and love for the CMI family. ‘We
are not called to give the things of this
world, we are called to give Christ’ was
his catchphrase.

Gregorian Chant for a
Second Doctorate

Rev. Fr. Gregory Malayil CMI has been
conferred with his second doctorate in
Philosophy on 02 August 2022 and raised
the bar of excellence in DVK. He success-
fully defended the dissertation, titled,
“Computational and Non Computational
Dimensions of Human Consciousness:
A Philosophical Critique on Roger Pen-
rose’s Orch-OR Theory, based on Recent
Developments in Artificial Intelligence
and Neuroscience.” Congratulations Rev.
Fr. Gregory Malayil CMI, we are indeed
proud of you!

Busts of Our Founding Fathers

On 4t August, the Dharmaram commu-
nity witnessed the blessing ceremony
of the busts of our founding fathers, St.
Chavara, Frs. Thomas Palackal, Thom-
as Porukara and Br. Jacob Kanianthara
which were installed around Dharmar-
am Library. Rev Fr. Benny Nalkara, Pro-
vincial of Sacred Heart Province, Kochi,
led the blessing ceremony and Rev. Fr.

Saju Chakkalackal, Provincial of Preshi-
da Province, Coimbatore, addressed the
gathering with an inspiring message. Rev.
Fr. Rector congratulated all those who
worked for this initiative with special
reference to Rev. Fr. Jojo Parekattil, Frs.
Mani Kadaplackal, Joy Kizhakkayil and
others. Thanks to Bro. Arackal Alan who
scripted the prayer session.

Rall ¥

Second death anniversary of
Fr Thomas Vithayathil CMI

Dharmaram commemorated the second
death anniversary of Rev. Fr. Thomas Vi-
thayathil on Saturday, 13 August 2022 by
offering a Requiem Holy Mass. Fr. Rector
was the main celebrant and Fr. Thomas
Parayil delivered an insightful and pow-
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erful homily reminiscing his relationship
with Fr. Thomas Vithayathil CMI. May
perpetual light shine on late Rev. Fr.
Thomas Vithayathil!

Celebration of the Assumption of Our
Lady and the 75t Independence
Day of India

On 13t August, the community took part
in a special prayer session, in connection
with the solemnity of Mother Mary’s
assumption and the 75" anniversary of
Independence of India. The brothers of
the 2™ year philosophy, along with the
Department of Mission, organized the
prayer very creatively in the BJTM Hall.
Praying for India @75 was a special expe-
rience with its focus on evangelizing the
country and prayer for strengthening the
missionaries. On the 15% of August, the
Solemn Holy Qurbana was celebrated
by Rev. Fr. Paulachan Kochappilly and Fr.
Emmanuel Kariyapurayidam delivered
the homily.

Rev. Fr. Col. Abraham Vettiyankal CMI,
Hon'ble Vice Chancellor, Christ Univer-
sity, hoisted the flag and delivered the
Independence Day message. Dharmaram
campus was decorated beautifully with
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flags and lights to celebrate the 75t anni-
versary of Indian Independence.

Spiritual Roots of CMI Way of Life

As part of the Year of Call and Commit-
ment, a seminar cum recollection on the
“Triple Roots of CMI Spiriutality” was
organised on 19 and 20 August 2022.
Rev. Fr. Peter Chakkyath OCD spoke on
the core of Carmelite spirituality, name-
ly, the nature of the primitive rule, alle-
giance to Jesus, Mary and Joseph, the
Elijaahan factor etc. Bros. Meleppuram
Lince, Pathiyil Alen (A section) Pam-
bakkal Aswin(E-Section) and Edayadiyil
Jackson(F-Section) spoke on the CMI
spirituality with special reference to St.
Chavara and the current challenges we
face in living our CMI legacy. On the sec-
ond day, Rev. Fr. Parecattil Jojo spoke on
the Indian Root. He highlighted the sig-
nificance of the Dharmaram Guru icon,
our call to meditation, relevance of Indi-
anness in the quest to serve the people
of God, and the Indian consciousness of
St. Chavara. Bros. Eyyalil Arun, Kaima-
layil Justin(B-Section) Kolbin Vazhappilly
(E-Section) and Odathilparambu Nith-
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in (F-Section) spoke on the importance
of simplicity and silence respectively.
This was followed by the third talk on
the Oriental Root of the CMI Congrega-
tion by Rev. Fr. Francis Thonippara. He
said: “Eastern spirituality is Trinitarian
based on the Holy Spirit and is rooted in
the risen Lord”. Bros. Penuel John Carol,
Edayadiyil Sarith(C-Section) Pulikkottil
Jerin (E-Section) and Sharon R. (F-Sec-
tion) dealt with various other aspects of
the same topic.

Pookalam Competition

1l Philosophy | Philosophy

Congratulations !

This year the Onam floral design compe-
tition was organised by the LCA depart-
menton 10 September. The day had much
excitement and enthusiasm as everybody
tried to put in their very best to combine
art and colour with beauty and precision.
All sections took part in pookalam com-
petition. A, E and B sections bagged the
first, second and third positions respec-
tively. The entire celebration ended with
the traditional tug of war competition
between the sections and the B section
brothers emerged as the winners.

Onaramam- 2022

The annual festival of the Keralites,
Onam, was celebrated enthusiastically in
the evening of 8 September. A mesmer-
ising cultural evening was showcased by
the F-Section brothers. Fr. Rector gave
a message for the ocassion to the com-
munity. He stated, “Onam reminds us of
the selfless sacrifice made by the ancient
King Mahabali, and calls us religious to
do so. It is a moment of revisiting our call
and commitment as we anticipate our bi-
centennial”

Mission Mahotsava

On 14t of September, the Dharmaram
Mission department under the guidance
of Rev. Fr. Wilson Chakkiyath organized a
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mission sharing session. Mr. Jose Sebas-
tian (National Jesus Youth Animator) and
Miss Sweet Memory (Full time volunteer
for JY) gave the talk. They shared their
encounter with Christ and it was touch-
ing. Congratulations to the team who or-
ganised it well!

Visitatio Canonica

As per the tenor of our Constitution, Rev.
Fr. Prior General and his council made
the canonical visit to Dharmaram com-
munity from 20 to 26 September. They
met all fathers and brothers personally
and took stock of the life and activities of

Ministry of Education
Government of India
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the Dharmaram community.

Fr. Prior General called upon the com-
munity to multiply the talents given to
us with dedication and sincerity to make
our congregation relevant in the third
century of her existence. The visitation
concluded with a Solemn Holy Qurbana.

Dharmaram Association for Social
Service (DASS)

On the occasion of the feast of St. Moth-
er Teresa, Dharmaram Association for
the Social Service (DASS), donated 300
blankets to the poor to help them during
the winter. The blankets were provided
for the patients of Kidwai and NIMHANS
hospitals who had nothing to protect
themselves from the cold. Fr. Fenil Ka-
rikkakunnel the Director of DASS, made
the arrangements for the distribution of
the blankets. The patients who benefited
from this gesture of love expressed their
gratitude and thanked DASS for the ini-
tiative.

Kristu Jayanti College

AUTONOMOUS Bengalurulll

Accredited A++ Grade with CGPA of 3.78 out of 4 in 3rd Cycle by NAAC

Kristu Jayanti College, Autonomous
Ranked among the Top 150 Colleges in the Country

“ Features among the 5 Colleges from Karnataka in Top 200 Colleges in India

(o4

Hoanty (o

Management, Staff, Parents, Students and Alumni



THROUGH THE INSTITUTIONS

HSAMANVAYA, BHOPAL I

Sharing of Arunachal Mission
Experience

Fr. Martin Kellelil CMI, member of St
Paul Province, Bhopal and a missionary
to Arunachal Pradesh gave a one-hour
sharing of his missionary experience. Or-
dained in 2018, Fr. Martin is now working
in the mission station Boleng, in the dio-
cese of Itanagar. . There are eight villag-
es with Catholic presence in his mission
station.

Fr. Martin shared that there is a marked
attraction to the Christian message
among the people and many are join-
ing Christianity. The major reason that
attracts people to Christianity is the
healings they receive from ailments. He
said that the Lord is working today in
Arunachal Pradesh in such a way that
whoever prays receives healing. Faith is
part of their everyday secular life. They
do anything and everything in the name
of Jesus, be it drinking a cup of water of
tea, undertaking a journey, beginning
their work in the farm, starting the day,
etc., and they are ready to pray wherever
they find themselves, on the road, at the
market, or in families. In every house they
keep blessed oil and holy water.

Religious Empowerment
Lecture Series

B T i N R

Poornodaya instituted a Lecture Series,
‘Religious Empowerment Lecture Series),
on August 4, 2022, Feast of Saint Ma-
rie John Vianney. The Lecture Series is
chiefly intended to cater to the religious
communities in the city of Bhopal, espe-
cially, those within our parish territory.
The first talk in this series was given by
Acharya Thomas Kochumuttom, Acha-
rya of Jeevan Dhara Ashram, Jaiharik-
kal, Uttarkhand to a 100- plus audience
comprising of fathers, religious brothers,
sisters and formees in our Poornodaya
Auditorium on the theme, Religious Call
and Response, on 4t August, 2022.

The second talk in the Lecture Series was
given by Dr. Francis Thonippara CMI,
Professor of Church History at DVK,
Bangalore on August 31, 2022 on the
theme Synodality in Consecrated Life.

The Third talk under the Series was given
by Dr. Sebastian Payyappilly CMI, Pro-
fessor of Canon Law at DVK, Bangalore
on the theme Canonical Dimensions of
Consecrated Lifeon on, 22" September
2022.

This lecture Series is welcomed with
warmth by all and every talk is attended
by a good number of religious.

Exposure to the Tribal Social Context
of Jagdalpur

The second Years, 10 students, went to
Kolchur, Jagdalpur as part of their ex-
posure programme to experience the
Tribal Social Context. Fr. Cyril Kuttiyan-
ikkal CMI Dean of Samanvaya and Fr.
Biju Savio, Spiritual Father, who are in
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charge of the students during the expo-
sure programme left to Jagdalpur on 5t
August and the brothers on 8. This is
a two-month programme as part of the
academic curriculum at Samanvaya. The
students will have regular classes and ex-
posure to village context. Once the class-
es are over each student will be staying
with a tribal family in their house so as to
learn and experience the tribal situation
at close quarters. They will be back at Sa-
manvaya, Bhopal on 31t October.

Har Ghar Thiranga

We added to the National Spirit by en-
thusiastically joining the Har Ghar Thi-
ranga programme announced by the Un-
ion Government to mark the Diamond
Jubilee Celebration of Independence of
our nation. We spread the message of
patriotism and national pride by hoisting
national flags in front of all the buildings
on the Samanvaya campus: the Priest
quarters, Theologate building, School,
Poornodaya Mission institute and the
parish Church. In the morning on 15t Au-
gust there was Independence Day cele-
bration at the school.
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Seminar on Social Media and Modern
Electronic Gadgets

On 15% August 2022 our students con-
ducted a seminar on the issues related to
the use of Social media and modern Elec-
tronic gadgets in the Poornodaya Audito-
rium. The seminar that was planned and
executed by students started at 9.30 am.
Six papers were presented in continuum
with a tea break by students. Each paper
got ten minutes for presentation.

The following were the papers:

- Social media and electronic
gadgets: a Boon beyond comparison: Br.
Jamin Kaipanplackal CMI

- God inhabits the Cyberspace:
Theological vision and Church teachings:
Br. Jibin Manakuzhiyil CMI

- Use of Social media and gadgets
for evangelization: Br. Albin Pathuppallil
(diocese of Rajkot)

- Social Media, a villain: Negative
effect of Social media in personal life: Br.
Lljo Manjoor CMI

- Overcoming addictions and ob-
sessions of Social media: Br. Donal Pulik-
kottil CMI
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- Sojourning in the Cyber world:
Precautions and safeguards needed: Br.
Jerin Theruvamkunnel CMI

Rev. Br. Mani SG of Montfort brothers
was the chief guest of the day. With his
concluding remarks the seminar came to
a conclusion at 12.00 noon.

Brothers upload Cover song in
YouTube

Our brothers uploaded a cover song in
the Samanvaya, Bhopal Youtube channel
on August 15, 2022. The recording was
done at Navchetana Institute, the com-
munication centre of the Bhopal CMI
Province.

The singing, cast, video shooting, and vid-
eo editing were done by our brothers.

Bicentennial renewal talk

As part of the CMI Renewal programme
in preparation for the Bicentennial of the
foundation of the congregation, we had
a talk by Dr. Francis Thonippara CMI at
6.30 pm in the Samanvaya class room.
The topic was ‘Triple Roots of the CMI
Congregation!

Onam celebration

T

® CHRIST SCHOOL @
Y

The date of this year’s Onam was Sep-
tember 8. We celebrated it on September

4 anticipating it by 4 days because of its
coincidence with the Feast of the Nativ-
ity of Our Blessed Mother. The celebra-
tion was carried out under the auspices
of the Parish in the Christ school lounge
from 11.30 am to 2.00 pm to which only
the religious communities were invit-
ed. The programme had two moments;
Onam cultural meet and Onasadya. The
cultural meet was enriched by prayer,
Ona sandesham, Thiruvathira, Tribal
dance and a fun cum competition game
for all participants. The cultural meet
was followed by Onasadya for which
items were prepared and brought by the
religious communities as per previous ar-
rangements.

Everyone enjoyed the cultural feast of
the nostalgic memories of a society that
granted equality to all its citizens.

Bishop Ephrem Narikulam visits
Samanvaya

Bishop Ephrem Narikulam, bishop of the
Diocese of Chanda visited Samanvaya on
September 19. He arrived at 5. 30 pm on
his way back to Chanda from his Ujjain
visit. He expressed his desire to say Holy
Mass for brothers. He celebrated the
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Holy Mass at Samanvaya chapel at 7.00
pm and had supper with us. He stayed
overnight at Poornodaya before pro-
ceeding to Chanda the following day.

Matha Mariam Parish Feast

The parish feast which falls on 8t Decem-
ber, Feast of Immaculate Conception,
was celebrated on Sunday September
11. The feast was anticipated because of
the Annual Retreat of Samanvaya sched-
uled for December 2-8. Novena prayers
were held from September 1-9. The fes-
tal flag was hoisted on the newly raised
flag mast on 8t September. On 10%, the

eve of the main feast day, a rosary pro-
cession was held starting from Saman-
vaya Theologate to the Marian Grotto in
which a good number of the parishioners
and the religious communities partici-
pated. The solemn High Mass on 11 Sep-
tember, the main feast day was presided
over by Fr. Ishwardas Minj, Vicar General
of the Archdiocese. A one-hour cultural
programme followed the Holy Mass. A
fellowship meal was arranged for all the
which was enjoyed by about 450 people.

Fr. Antony Urulianickal CMI,
an eminent Guest

Fr. Antony Urulianickal CMI, the re-
nowned singer and composer of Chris-
tian devotional songs, the founder di-
rector of Rex Band and a judge of many
reality shows on TV came here to visit us
on September 20, 2022. He spent three
days with us. He sang for the gathering
of religious community on September 22
during the Religious Empowerment Lec-
ture Series.

EDARSANA, WARDHA I

Celebrating Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav
with the Poor in Our Neighborhood

After the Covid shutdown, Darsana has

58

SAHELINEBWo | HAValMoenId 2022

reopened its wings to serve the society
under the banner of Darsana Samaj Kaly-
an Samithi (DSKS). On August 15 as part
of Independence Day celebrations (Azadi
ka amrit mahotsav), the children from the
neighboring villages were invited and a
program was held for them. The brothers
talked to them about the various freedom
fighters and games were also arranged
for them. Brothers also resumed going to
the villages to teach in the schools run by
the Gram Panchayats. Lesson plans are
prepared in advance and the students
are taught Basic English grammar.
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They Heal Their Body, We Their
Hearts!

The formation model in Darsana is ‘You
Choose What You Should Eat’ instead
of spoon feeding model. The point is, the
brothers are continuously encouraged to
take up creative initiatives in every pos-
sible field and be on the path of maturity
and leadership. Accordingly, one crea-
tive venture from brothers that has been
found greatly rewarding is the hospital
ministry. Interested brothers take turns
to visit the sick in the neighboring Datta
Meghe Medical College Hospital two to
three times a week. The only thing they
dois to be by patients’ bed side and listen
to their stories. All our initial inhibitions
like how we will be received and what we
will tell soon gave way to a sense of fulfill-
ment. The patients were calling us back
to more frequent visits; we felt that we
were finding our feet on the real ground,
away from the virtual, and their stories
were feeding our moments with the Lord
in our prayer.

In Defense of the Science-friendly Face
of the Church

. [ ﬂ" N
The first of the Extension Lecture series
of the academic year 2022-23 was giv-
en by the much respected Catholic phi-
losopher-scientist of India, Fr. (Dr.) Job

Kozhamthadam, SJ. The theme was the
contribution of eminent Catholics to the
field of science. The talk served to the
boost our confidence and morale in the
context of the general perception that
Catholic Church is an outdated institu-
tion holding on to archaic values and tra-
ditions, which are out of sync with scien-
tific thinking and modernity. Rev. Sr. (Dr.)
Swati SJB, a professional psychiatrist
serving at Kasturba Medical College,
Sevagram moderated the session.

Formation for a Ministry through
Media

The Media wing of Darsana is becoming
livelier with more and more creative ini-
tiatives and imaginative creations by the
brothers. There were many productions
from Darsana Media this academic year
in the form of short documentaries, in-
spiring video talk series, etc. A short doc-
umentary around the vocation story of a
young religious was much applauded. The
course on Media and Communication by
Fr. Chris SDB helped us immensely with
enlightening inputs regarding ethical, po-
litical and educational risks and possibil-
ities involved. There are other initiatives
like weekly Current Affairs sessions,
where brothers prepare and present a
review of major international, national
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and local news, followed by discussion
and reflection. The Sunday screening of
high-rated movies followed by a critical
review by some of the brothers has made
movie-watching a learning experience.

Celebrating Dussehra with Our Hindu
Brethren in the Neighborhood

The Durga Puja (Dussehra) celebration
on October 4 provided us, the Darsan-
ites, a first-hand exposure to the religios-
ity and rituals related to Durga Puja and
admirable hospitality of the aam admi of
the Sawangi village near to us. The puja
was a ten-day affair, with illuminated
puja pandals, festive pujas and communi-
ty meals (Maha Prasad) for all. The villag-
ers were insistent that all of us partake in
the supper. And, we did. The meals were
delicious; even more delicious was their
rural charm, innocence and hospitali-
ty. We picked up far more insights into
Hindu spirituality and Hindu philosophy
from that single exposure than from all
the lectures on Indian philosophy.

Celebrating Gandhi Jayanti at Gandhi’s
Own Ashram

Gandhi Jayanti on October 2 was very
special for the Darsanites this year as
we spent the evening in the premises of
the Gandhi Ashram at Sevagram, where
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Gandhiji spent close to ten years leading
the freedom movement. It was a unique
experience going through the same rou-
tine of evening prayer, meditating over
the passages from scriptures of different
religions and more importantly breath-
ing the same air that Gandhiji breathed.
Although the Ashram and its premises
looked expectant and tense with tight
security in place in view of VVIP visi-
tors throughout the day, the moments
of prayer brought peace and the spirit of
Gandhiji very much alive.

Seminar on Religious Life Today:
Challenges and Prospects

In connection with the feast of St Ther-
ese of Lissieux, the Patroness of formees,
a symposium was held on ‘Religious Life
Today: Challenges and Prospects. It was
a lively session, where brothers made
presentations, which were responded
to by others. Brothers were both daring
and honest in critically assessing the way
they live religious life today. The final
insight was that the scales of challeng-
es and prospects are evenly placed. We
need to be realistic about the challenges
and focus on the prospects. Such a bal-
anced way of living alone can make our
living the religious life today meaningful
and fruitful.
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Convocation Ceremony

On 2 July, 2022, CHRIST (Deemed to be
University), Delhi NCR campus held the
convocation ceremony of its first batch
of undergraduate students and second
batch of post-graduate students. The
ceremony included the convocation of
the class of 2022 from various disci-
plines. Former Vice Chancellor of Delhi
University, Professor Dinesh Singh was
the guest of honour for the event. The
event was blessed with the presence of
the Chancellor Dr. Fr. Paul Achandy CMl,
Vice Chancellor Fr. Dr. Abraham V.M.
CMI, Pro Vice Chancellor Fr. Dr. Jose
C.C.CMlI, Registrar Dr. Anil Pinto and the
Controller of Exams Dr. Johny Joseph.

National Conference

The Department of Psychology, CHRIST
(Deemed to be University) in collabora-
tion with India Vision Foundation and
CHRIST Consultancy organised a nation-
al conference on ‘Incarceration: Inter-
disciplinary Perspectives, Policies and
Implications for Practice’ on 11 March
2022. The event was organised in a hy-

brid mode, with 450 participants and
20 invited speakers, panelists and mod-
erators. Fr. Dr. Viju. P. Devassy, Direc-
tor, CHRIST (Deemed to be University),
Delhi NCR presented the opening note
to the conference, after which the honor-
ary address was delivered by by Dr Kiran
Bedi, IPS, Founder, India Vision Founda-
tion. The address was moderated by Dr.
Tony Sam George, Head, School of Social
Sciences, CHRIST (Deemed to be Uni-
versity), Bengaluru. Dr Bedi emphasised
that the way for students to approach
the issue of correctional environments is
by experience and exposure. The session
was concluded with the launch of the
proposed title of an edited book, ‘Correc-
tional Psychology: Future Directions for
Prevention, Rehabilitation and Reinte-
gration’ with the first announcement for
the call for chapters.

NEEV, Community Development
Centre, Bombay Colony, Ghaziabad.
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NEEV Education is not a matter of char-
ity but a matter of right. The initiative
of ‘NEEV’ was taken up by CSA for the
cause of providing quality education and
assisting in the development of prima-
ry-level children. The establishment is lo-
cated in Bombay Colony, Ghaziabad, and
consists of a computer training centre,
a tuition centre, sanitised washrooms,
and a kitchen. A total of seventy students
are enrolled in the teaching facility. The
primary aim is not only to impart quali-
ty education but also to provide bridge
courses to students and prepare them
for formal education.

Health Camp

A free health camp was organized by the
Centre for Social Action in association
with St. Joseph Hospital, Mariam Nagar
on 3 March, 2022. The health camp was
set up at Bombay Colony, near our ac-
tivity centre. The main aim of the camp
was to do general health checkups and
provide remedial measures, including
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the medicines required for early recov-
ery. In this camp, a proper medical check-
up of the people was done and remedial
measures were provided. High-quality
medicines required for early recovery
were provided to them free of cost. This
program helped them in getting compre-
hensive health services.

Annual Dance Festival

CHRIST (Deemed to be University) or-
ganized its Annual Dance Festival - Nrit-
ta held on 9 April, 2022 with sensational
performances presented by the students
of the university under the guidance of
Shri. Nandakumar. The event was a musi-
cal dance drama and the theme was Sha-
trang- A saga of love

A Cup of Chai

Our student actors proudly presented an
annual theatre production titled A Cup
of Chai, an adaptation of the classic short
story A Cup of Tea by Katherine Mans-
field.
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Visitation of General Education
Councillor

Rev. Fr. Martin Mallath, the councilor for
Education and Communication Media
was in Ghana for a short visit from 6 to
14t August 2022. He visited our schools
in Ghana and interacted with teachers
and students. He attended the Carmel
Day programme on 11t August.

Talk on Health and Hygiene

K FH W ‘ﬂ

CMI Carmel School organized a talk on
health and hygiene for girls’ students
from Basic 5 to JHS 2. The officers from
civic education department of Tano

South Municipality took classes on health
hygiene on 23rd September, 2022.

Municipal level Quiz competition

U M I CARMEL SCHOOL
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CMI Carmel School students from JHS
(Junior High School) won the first prize
for Science and Maths Quiz organized by
Tano South Municipality.

Basic Education Certificate Examina-
tion (BECE)

The first batch of 19 students of CMI Car-
mel School wrote the BECE (Basic Edu-
cation Certificate Examination) this year.
The exam was from 17 to 21 October.

Prayer is the root, the

fountain, the mother
of a thousand
blessings

- St. John Chrysostom
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The Beginning of the School

The school started in 2022 with Nursery
and KG One. We started with 33 stu-
dents in the beginning of the school in
February 2022. By God’'s Grace we are
up to KG Two and this year we have 110
students in three classes, with 6 trained
teachers from the nearby villages.

The visit of the security minister to the
school

Honorable Albert Kan-Dapaah, the secu-
rity minster of Ghana had a surprise visit
to CMI Marriet school. Fr. Benoj Makkol-
lil CMI received him and he spent time in
the school visiting. There is no electricity
in the school and he promised to bring
electricity to the school.

ll CHAVARA CULTURAL CENTERE, KOCHI I
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LET’S REMEMBER THE DEPARTED
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e Rev. Fr George Kanjamala CMI (87), St
Joseph'’s Province, Kottayam, was called
to eternal reward on 16 July 2022. The
funeral service was held at St. John's
Monastery, Mutholy.

e Rev. Fr Thomas Edappadikarottu CMI
(86), Carmel Province, Muvattupuzha
was called to eternal reward on 18 Au-
gust 2022. The Funeral Service was held
at Carmel Monastery, Vazhakulam on
Saturday, 20 August 2022.

e Rev. Fr Joseph Elias Kannath CMI
(84), Devamatha Province- Thrissur, was
called to eternal reward on 12 Septem-
ber 2022. The funeral service was held
on Wednesday, 14 September 2022 at St
Xavier’'s Carmel Monastery, Pullur.

e Rev.FrJames Naduvilekut CMI (79), St
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Joseph’s Province, Kottayam was called
toeternalrewardon 16 September 2022.
The Funeral Service was held on 18 Sep-
tember 2022 at St. Anne’s Monastery,
Kurianad.

e Rev. Fr Kuncheria Pathil CMI (83), St.
Joseph’s Province Thiruvananthapuram,
was called to eternal reward on 05 Octo
ber 2022. The funeral service was held
on 08 October 2022 at Sacred Heart
Monastery Church, Chethipuzha.

e Rev. Fr Babu Kuzhumbil CMI (57), St
Thomas Province, Kozhikode was called
to eternal reward on 24 October 2022.
The funeral service was held on 25 Oc-
tober 2022 at St Joseph’s Monastery
Church, Devagiri.
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The Participants of In-service Program for Aspirants Rectors
and Novice Masters with Fr, Prior General.



ing us to do the easy thing.

ing us to the Cross.
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