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Dear Bretheren,

As we joyfully approach the celebration of Christmas and stand at the
threshold of transitioning from 2023 to 2024, a profound sense of
gratitude fills our hearts. This is a moment of reflection and anticipa-
tion, where time, the silent architect of our lives, prompts us to con-
template its swift passage.The relentless march of time demands that
we navigate its currents with purpose and mindfulness.

Inthisfast-pacedworld, Christmasserves as aguiding star,remindingus
toembrace simplicity in our lives. It encourages us to elevate our think-
ing, to transcend the mundane and strive for a profound understanding
of ourexistence. Itisatimeforself-liberationand acall tolive withinten-
tionality,fosteringasenseof purpose thatextendsbeyondthetransient.
Higher thinking, a concept deeply rooted in constant self-improve-
ment, challenges us to stay attuned to the world around us.

It urges us to update our minds through reading, reflection, and a keen
awareness of our surroundings. However, in this pursuit of enlighten-
ment, we must remain steadfast in safeguarding our core values. The
environment may change, but the bedrock of our beliefs, encapsulated
in the principles of the CMI Religious Congregation, the Syro-Malabar
Church, and the Catholic Church, should remain unshaken.

As we are in the Christmas season and stand on the brink of a new year,
may we carry forward the lessons of this season, living each day with
an unwavering commitment to our values. Wishing you all the bless-
ings of Christmas and a joyous New Year. Warm regards,

Fr. Thomas Chathamparampil CMI
Prior General




Editorial

One of the Christmas messages, | received during this Christmas sea-
son, is a small story.

Once asmallfamily prepared the crib and got ready to celebrate Christ-
mas. They kept all the statues in the crib. Then in addition to the statues
of sheep, cows and camel, the father kept the statue of a giraffe also in
the crib. Then the small child said, “Papa, there were no giraffes in the
crib of Bethlehem when Jesus was born. Then why do you keep it here?”

Then the father replied, “Son, | kept it here purposefully. Do you know
that the giraffe has three specialities? First of all it has a big heart be-
cause it has to pump blood up to its head which is almost five metres up
away. Same way, we have to learn to be large hearted and broad mind-
ed during this Christmas season. Second, Giraffe is the tallest animal.
It can see things from very far. So the statue of giraffe reminds us of
the necessity to have the ‘highness’ in our perception. Many a time we
become too narrow in our perception of people, things and events of
life. Let us be positive and keep our goals high in life. Then life becomes
easier and gentle. Third, giraffes are ‘community animals’. They prefer
to be in the group and go along with other animals. We have to learn to
co-exist with others. There may be people who do not like us and some-
times even hate us for no reason of ours. ‘Getting along’ with others is
an art. Without losing our identity and values and without compromis-
ing on our principles we should learn to co-exist with others since that
makes life sweeter and enjoyable.”

Let us make life broader, gentler, and sweeter. Then our communities
will be heaven on earth.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 2024.

Fr. Martin Mallath CMI
General Councillor for Education and Media



NEWS FROM THE PRIOR
GENERALS HOUSE

Farewell spiritual guide, to the community..
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After an illustrious tenure span- Chavara Hills Welcomes
ning over 15 years under the Prior Archbishop Cyril Vasil SJ
General, Fr. James Madathikam-
dathil bid a heartfelt farewell and
began a new chapter, transition-
ing to the serene Vazhakulam
Monastery on August 2.

Welcome

On August 5™ Fr. Jose Thaipar-
ambil joined the Prior General’s
House community. The commu-
nity warmly welcomed its new
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NEWS FROM PRIOR GENERAL'S HOUSE

Chavara Hills became a distin-
guished host to His Grace Arch-
bishop Cyril Vasil SJ, the pontifi-
cal delegate for the Archdiocese
of Ernakulam-Angamaly, from 4
to 21 August.

Canonical Visitation

Fr Prior General completed the
canonical visitation of the Major
Study Houses from 7 September
to 15 October, reinforcing the
congregation’s commitment to
excellence.

State of Indian Democracy -
Manipur and Beyond
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On October 22, the acclaimed
journalist, Mr. Vinod K Jose, en-
gaged in a session with the major
superiors of the Syro-Malabar re-
ligious congregations at Chavara
Hills. The discussion centered on
the prevailing situation of Chris-

tians in India, with a specific focus
on Manipur.

Seminar

A thought-provoking seminar,
“The Life and Works of St. Cha-
vara,” was organised at Chavara
Hills on 3 and 4t November. Or-
ganized by the Chavara Central
Secretariat in collaboration with
the CMC Congregation, the event
featured a keynote address by His
Grace Archbishop Kuriakose Bha-
ranikulangara.

Grace Fest

Grace Fest, a gathering of our es-
teemed priests aged seventy and
beyond, took place at the Prior
General’s House from November
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14 to 16. Atotal of 66 vibrant par-  tian Vaniyapurackal, Mar Joseph
ticipants actively engaged them-  Kunnath and Antony Kariyil. The
selves inthe program, whichwas sessions were enriched by the
graced by the presence of bishops  wise words of Fr Benny Nalkara
George Madathikandathil, Sebas- CMI and Mr George Gloria..

‘Human Formation’ for
Formators

A workshop on ‘Human Formation’ for Formators was conducted at
the CMI Prior General’s House from October 23 to 26. The event saw
the participation of 55 individuals from our congregation and other
Syro-Malabar male congregations. The entire program was organised
under the guidance of Fr. Hans Zollner SJ, a German Jesuit, theologian,
and psychologist. The sessions were enriched by the expertise of Dr.
Anna Mary Thumma SCCG and Dr. Joe Paul Kiriyanthan.
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Pray as though everything
depended on God.

Work as though

everything depended on you.

- St. Augustine
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NEWS FROM PROVINCES

l ST. PAUL PROVINCE, BHOPAL IS

COMPUTER CLASSES
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At Tuting, with the help of Fr. Joy
Paul Manjaly CMI, we have start-
ed computer classes for Catholic
women to empower them with
computer literacy. We are fo-
cusing on a three-month course
covering the basics of computer
software such as Word, Excel,
PowerPoint, Adobe Photoshop,
and Premier Video Editing.

SOLUNG FESTIVAL WITH
GAME CENTRE AND DANCE

The Solung festival is the most
famous agricultural festival cel-
ebrated in the Adi Belt of Aruna-
chal Pradesh during the first week
of September. Typically, itis atime
for all the Adi people to come to-
gether at a designated ground
called the Solung ground. There
are numerous programs and ac-

tivities throughout the three fes-
tive days. During this festival, the
youth from the Catholic Church
of Tuting performed a dance and
set up a Game Centre to raise
funds for our journey to Banga-
lore for the Jago Conference. On
September 29, we also organized
momo and savale selling to raise
funds for our journey.

CONSTRUCTION WORKS AT
TUTING

Presently, we are focusing on
our Presbytery at Tuting and the
construction of a new church 20
km away from Tuting. The new
church is being built in a village
named Ngaming, which is one
of the biggest and oldest villag-
es in the Upper Siang District of
Arunachal Pradesh. In the coming
months, we are also planning to
construct a Grotto in the central
market of Tuting.

SECOND SATURDAY
WORKSHOP FOR THE YOUTH

Under the banner of the Holy Ro-
sary Catholic Church Tuting, we
have initiated the Second Satur-
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NEWS FROM PROVINCES

day Workshop for the Youth at
Tuting. On those days, we organ-
ize classes and activities focus-
ing on both secular and spiritual
areas. In the secular areas, more
attention is given to study meth-
ods, speech skills, letter writing,
and essay writing. In the spiritual
areas, we aim to help them learn
prayers and read the Bible, along
with providing guidance for
Confession. The third session is
scheduled for October 14.

is once

Our Novitiate house
again filled with the joyous pres-
ence of angels due to the arrival

of the new batch of postulants
from five Provinces. On the 1st
of July 2023, eleven postulants
arrived here after completing one
month of training at our house in
Jabalpur. We are grateful for the
services provided by Fr. Nithish
Rathappilly in giving the postu-
lants timely formation. Fr. John
Shibu was present at Chavara
Dham to welcome the newcom-
ers. With the Holy Eucharist, the
postulants were officially wel-
comed to the next stage of their
formation. The team members ex-
tended a very cordial welcome to
all the postulants.

RETREAT BY FR. ANIL
PAZHOOPPALLIL

In preparation for the entrance
to Postulancy, Fr. Anil Pazhoop-
pallil preached a two-day retreat
for our Postulants. In spite of
his heavy schedule and commit-
ments, he found time to come
over here and help our brothers.
It was indeed a good preparation
for the brothers entering to a
unique phase of their formation.

JULY 16- FEAST OF OUR LADY
OF MOUNT CARMEL

It was indeed a solemn celebra-
tion at Chavara Dham to cele-
brate the Feast of Our Lady of
Mount Carmel. On July 15th, Fr.
Provincial Ciril Kuttianickal pre-
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NEWS FROM PROVINCES

pared the postulants, imparting
deep knowledge about the CMI
Congregation. On the morning
of the feast day, Fr. Provincial led
the liturgical celebrations and dis-
tributed Scapulars to everyone.
His presence added great joy and
spiritual blessings to our commu-
nity. The Postulants conducted an
inspiring Bible service and prayed
for the entire Congregation.

PLANTING THE PADDY

Our novices were enthusiastic
this year as they prepared the
fields and planted the paddy sap-
lings. Although it was tough work,
they were all completely involved
in planting the paddy plants in
six different plots. God sent suf-
ficient rain to keep our plants
growing, and we expect a bumper
harvest this year.

RETREAT IN PREPARATION
FOR THE NOVITIATE
ENTRANCE

On 2 September, Fr. Josen Padik-
kala started a five-day retreat for

the postulants in preparation for
their entry into the novitiate. The
retreat was very inspiring and
experiential for every postulant.
Our sincere gratitude to you, dear
Fr. Josen.

AUSPICIOUS BEGINNING OF
NOVITIATE

On 8 September, Chavara Dham
was  exceptionally  beautiful,
adorned with attractive decora-
tions and graced by the presence
of many of our Fathers and Broth-
ers. The solemn procession com-
menced at 10:30 a.m. from our
Grotto, led by the Novice Master,
Fr. Anto Amarnad. The Postulants
were dressed in their new 'sky-
blue Kurtas' as they entered the
Novitiate. Fr. Provincial, Ciril Ku-
ttianickal, was the main celebrant
for this sacred event. Fr. Jebin
Attokaran CMI, a professor from
Samanvaya Theology College,
delivered an inspiring homily. Fr.
Nithish Rathappilly served as the
Master of Ceremonies.

During the offertory, each Nov-
ice presented their "motto" in
colourful and creative images,
along with a fitting prayer, to the
main celebrant. This significant
event, marking the solemn entry
of Postulants into the Novitiate,
was blessed by the presence of
our Vicar Provincial, Fr. John Shi-
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NEWS FROM PROVINCES

bu Pallippatt, Auditor, Fr. Nithin
Vaidyakkaran, Fr. Shibu Edakku-
tathil CMI (the Finance Council-
lor of Mary Matha Vice-Province,
Hyderabad) and Fr. Tomy Nam-
biaparambil CMI.

NEW BATCH OF SCHOLASTICS

Carmel Niketan Jabalpur is bless-
ed with a new batch of scholastics
from four CMI Mission Provinces.
New academic year was inaugu-
rated by Fr. BabuTharayil, Coun-
cillor for Education Apostolate.
Brothers are very much involved
in studies and pastoral activities.
They participate in curricular,
co-curricular and extracurricular
activities in the college.

Carmel Niketan community is
always enriched with the visits
of our fathers and distinguished
guests such as Fr. Provincial,
General Formation Coordinator,
priests from other provinces, etc.

NEWS FROM SOUTH AFRICA

A Deanery Youth Mass was con-
ducted in our Eucharistic Heart
of Jesus parish on 17th Septem-
ber. On that day the parish priest
(Fr. Varghese Kannanaickal CMI)
distributed certificates to the al-
tar servers who completed their
training.

A One-day retreat was conduct-
ed for children on 2nd October
in the Parish. Fr. Varghese CMI
spoke about the Holy Mass and
the importance of devotion to the
Blessed Sacrament.

Bl MAR THOMA PROVINCE, CHANDA N

Statue of Late Rev. Fr. George
Canisius CMI Unveiled at Tera
Prem Church, Warur

A momentous event unfolded at
Tera Prem Church in Warur as the
statue of the revered Late Rev.
Fr. George Canisius CMI was un-
veiled in a solemn ceremony at
Warur on August 10, 2023. The
gathering witnessed the unveiling

of the plaque by Bishop Ephrem
Nariculam and the statue itself
by Fr. Joseph Thachaparambath
CMI, Provincial of the Mar Thoma
Province, Chanda. The event, or-
ganized by (Former Students) of
Warur, marked a poignant tribute
to a beloved figure in the commu-
nity. The late Rev. Fr. George Can-
isius CMI’s enduring legacy was
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celebrated as his statue took its
place within the grounds of Tera
Prem Church. The event resonat-
ed with heartfelt gratitude for his
contributions to the community.

Mar Vijayanand'’s Birthday
Celebrated

Bishop Vijayanand completed 85
years on 24t September 2023. A
simple yet elegant programme
was organised by Rev Fr Joseph
Thachaparambath, the Provin-
cial befitting the ideals of Sat-
kaarmurti Bp Vijayanand who as
a person has shunned pomp and
festivities all along the way.

Mar Ephrem Nariculam of Chan-
da diocese led the gathering in
felicitating him. Along with him
was also Mar Joseph Kunnath
CMl, bishop emeritus of Adila-
bad. CMI scholastics and aspir-
ants presented felicitation songs.
Those who greeted him on the oc-
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casion included also Rev Fr Pious
Alex CMI, Provincial, Mary Matha
Vice Province, a number of priests
from Adilabad Mission, priests of
the Chanda Mission, Montfort
Brothers and Sisters from various
communities in and around Bal-
harshah.

Fr Tomy Chirappurath spoke on
the occasion, and recalled the
characteristic traits of a leader
who with the courage of convic-
tion motivated a generation of
fellow missionaries in Chanda,
and who continues to be an inspi-
ration and challenge for the pres-
ent generation of missionaries -
priests and religious.

Some 150 people gathered at
the CMI Provincial House, Bam-
ni that evening to felicitate Mar
Vijayanand who was at the helm
of affairs in Chanda Mission for
a quarter of a century. It was also
practically the first occasion, af-
ter his retirement in 2014 for the
Chanda missionaries to greet him
on his birthday. The Chanda Di-
vas, the Chanda Family Day, from
1990to 2014 used to be celebrat-
ed on the occasion of his birthday.
For almost two years now, Bishop
Vijayanand is a member of the
Provincial House. Chanda family
prays for his long and happy life.

CARMELASANDESAM | DECEMBER 2023



HENIRMAL PROVINCE, JAGDALPUR IS

Second Session of the Provincial
Synaxis

The second session of the provin-
cial Synaxis began on 20th July
2023. The synaxis was preceded
by a common gathering of all the
members of the province. The
synaxis had very fruitful discus-
sions on many aspects related
to carrying out the mission and
charism of the congregation in
the changing socio-political sce-
nario. After discussions the syn-
axis made some resolutions to
be implemented in the course of
time. The synaxis was concluded
on 22" July 2023.

New Trust Registered in Odisha

Odisha is one of the states with
lots of tribal population and very
low literacy rate. Hence the prov-
ince had decided to take up the
challenge of extending our mis-
sion to Odisha afew years ago. In
order to make our mission more
effective and efficient the prov-
ince has registered a trust in Od-
isha named “Nirmal Christian Ed-
ucation and Charitable trust”. The
new trust will make way for the
province to continue its mission
in the field of spreading the good
news through social interven-
tions and educational activities.
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Brains put together work
Miracles

Aneducators’ meet was organized
by the province for all the staff
working in our educational insti-
tutions from 26th October 2023
to 27th October 2023. The theme
of the meet was “Brains put to-
gether work miracles”. The meet
had inspiring and brain storming
sessions by eminent personalities
from different walks of life. There
were interactive sessions for and
sharing by the teachers of differ-
ent schools under the manage-
ment of the province.

Blessing of New House at
Kopad, Odisha

Christ Bhavan, Kotpad, Odisha
- a new presbytery- was bless-
ed on 18th November 2023. The
blessing ceremony was presided
over by His Excellency Rt. Rev.
Dr. Aplinar Senapati CM, Bishop
of Rayagada and His Excellency
Dr. Joseph Kollamparampil CMI,
Bishop of Jagdalpur. The occa-
sion was graced by Rev. Fr. Josey
Thamarassery CMI, the Vicar
General, Rev. Fr. Santhosh Koth-
eril CMI, the Provincial Superior
and many other fathers, sisters
and faithful from nearby areas.
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The first death anniversary of
late Bishop Mar Simon Stock
Palathra CMI.

The first death anniversary of the
second bishop of Jagdalpur, Mar
Simon Stock Palathara CMI, was
commemoratedon 19""November
2023. The solemn Requiem Mass
was officiated by Rt. Rev. Dr. Jose
ph Kollamparampil CMI, the pres-

ent bishop of Jagdalpur.Rev. Fr.Jo-
sey Thamarassery CMI, the Vicar
General, Rev. Fr. Santhosh Koth-
eril CMI, the Provincial Superior
and many fathers, sisters and
faithful were present on the occa
sion. Abook onthe life of the great
pioneering missioary of Jagdalpur,
Mar Simon Stock Palathra CMI,
was released on the occasion.

B SACRED HEART PROVINCE, KOCHI I

Sub - Diaconate of Scholastics

Sub- Diaconate of Sch. Naveen
Pallippadan and Sch. John Padin-
jarechakkalackal was held in the
Provincial House on 22 July, 2023.
Both of them are doing their the-
ological studies at Shillong. Bp.
Thomas Chakiath conferred them
with the minor orders of Karoya
and Heupadiyakona.

Second Session of Provincial
Synaxis

The Second Session of Provincial
Synaxis took place from 30 Au-
gust to 1 September, 2023. The
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session began with the adoration
in the provincial house chapel.
The introductory talk was deliv-
ered by Rev. Fr. Pauly Kannam-
puzha CSsR, Provincial, Kerala
Province. Fruitful discussions
were made during the three days
of meetings.

RajagiriHS S Received Global
School Membership.

Rajagiri H. S. S. received Global
School Membership. It is a great
achievement conferred by the
UN for the better performance of
schools in different curricular and
extra-curricular realms.
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Counselling Centers

Sahrudayais pleased to announce
a milestone in our unwavering
commitment to the well-being of
society - the launch of the very
first Community Mental Health
Centre by Rajagiri- Sahrudaya.
The launching ceremony was on
19 September, 2023 at Sacred
Heart College, Thevara, Kochi.
This groundbreaking initiative
aims to provide accessible and
free counselling services to the
members of our community. This
Centreisstaffed withexperienced
counsellors committed to helping
and navigate life's challenges.

Umbrella Distribution
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Under the auspices of Rajagiri
Hospital, umbrellas were distrib-
uted to traffic units in Aluva Rural
Area. In the presence of District
Police Chief Vivek Kumar IPS
Rajagiri Hospital Chief Operat-
ing Officer Dr. Nalanda Jayadev
handed over umbrellas to Traffic
Sl Sri. Jabbar.

Robotic Surgery at Rajagiri
Hospital

A momentous occasion took
place at Rajagiri Hospital as crick-
eting legend Sanath Jayasuriyain-
augurated Rajagiri Hospital’s cut-
ting-edge robotic surgery center
in Aluva. The ceremony featured a
unique twist as Jayasuriya kicked
off the event by facing a ball,
bowled by Jovito, a remarkable
four-year-old from Keezhmadu,
on a mini cricket ground special-
ly set up at Rajagiri Hospital on
the occasion. In an exciting crick-
et match, robotic surgeons from
Rajagiri Hospital participated as
fielders, adding a unique dimen-
sion to the inauguration.
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Dr. Shashi Tharoor’s visit

Rajagiri Public School welcomed
as chief guest and guest of hon-
our, Dr.Shashi Tharoor MP and Sri
Hibi Eden MP respectively on the
occasion of the Student Enrich-
ment Programme of the school

on 20 October, 2023. Dr Tharoor
spoke on Women Empowerment
and SDG 4.0 Quality Education.
He also spoke about the influence
of the internet on students. He
answered queries from students
regarding SDGs. As a part of Ra-
jagiri Marathon, “Unite Responsi-
bly, the new jersey was handed
over to the chief guest and the
guest of honour. Sri Hibi Eden MP,
offered felicitations and Rev. Fr.
Benny Nalkara CMl, Provincial of
Sacred Heart Province, delivered
the presidential address

B ST. JOSEPH PROVINCE, KOTTAYAM N

St Antony‘s Carmel
Monastery, Puliyanmala

Being inspired by the CMiI
spiritual vision that -'Let all en-
deavours of the inmates of a Mon-
astery be rooted deeply in prayer,
it was a long cherishing dream of
the inmates of the Monastery at
Puliyanmala to have a new Chapel
in the Ashram. The construction
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of the new Chapel was initiated
in 2022 by Rev. Fr James Neen-
dussery CMI, the former prior of
the Monastery, with the permis-
sion and financial support of the
then Provincial Council, and was
completed under Rev Fr Joseku-
tty Aykaraparmpil, the present
Prior. Despite the hectic sched-
ule, His Excellency Mar Jose Pu-
lickal, the Bishop of the Eparchy
of Kanjirappally was kind enough
to consecrate the Chapel at 04.00
PM on 31 October 2023. Rev Fr
Joby Manjakalayil, Councilor for
Finance and Agriculture was also
at the Altar as the Arch Deacon.
After the Consecration, a solemn
procession was taken place from
the Monastery, followed by a sol-
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emn concelebrated Holy Qurbana
in the Parish Church, officiated by
His Excellency Mar Jose Pulickal.
The agape followed by the Holy
Mass, fireworks, beautiful illumin
ations etc offered a sense of great
jubilation in the campus and lin
ked the whole Parish in koinonia.

Foundation Stone Laying
Ceremony at Devadanapatti

The foundation stone for Mary
Mary Matha CMI Public School,

Devadanapatti, a new initia-
tive of Mary Matha Education-
al and Charitable society Theni,
was blessed and laid by Rev. Dr
Abraham Vettiyankal CMI, the
provincial of St Joseph Province
Kottayam on 8 September 2023,
the Feast of the Nativity of the
Blessed Virgin Mary. Represent-
atives of staff and students and
members from various CMI hous-
es were present on this august
occasion. Devadanpatti is a pop-
ulated village on the side of The
ni - Bangalore High way.
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Canonical Entry to Novitiate at
Darsana Bhavan, Kappadu

The entry to the canonical no-
vitiate at Darsana Bhavan, Ka
ppadu, commenced on Septem-
ber 8, 2023, the feast of the Na-
tivity of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Nine novices officially entered
the canonical novitiate: two from
Bhavanagar province, two from
Hyderabad province, and five
from Kottayam province. The
Provincial, Rev. Fr Abraham Vet-
tiyankal, presided over the cere-
mony, joined by Rev. Fr Pious Alex
Pariyarathukunnel, the Provincial
of the Hyderabad vice province,
Rev. Fr Inson Appaseril, the voca-
tion promoter of St Chavara Vice
province, Bhavanagar, and Rev. Fr
Joby Punnilathil, the novice mas-
ter. During the ceremony, Fr Pious
Alex Pariyarathukunnel delivered
aninsightful and thought-provok-
ing homily, enriching the occa-
sion. The occasion was graced by
the presence of many fathers and
brothers, adding significance to
this auspicious event.
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Inauguration of Silver Jubilee
Celebration at KJC Bengaluru

- —
Empc .~ \ng Visions,Enrichi ’\”

Kristu Jayanti College (Autono-
mous), Bengaluru began its jour-
ney to the 25 year of excellence
and service. The college com-
menced its journey with a modest
beginning in 1999, offering a sin-
gle course to a small cohort of 9
students, supported by 3 full-time
academic faculty members. Over
the span of 25 years, the institu-
tion has experienced remarkable
growth on multiple fronts. The
college now offers an extensive
array of programs, including 65
programs and four PhD programs.
The student body has surged to
over 12,500, and the teaching
staff has expanded to encompass
more than 570 full-time faculty
members. Kristu Jayanti Col-
lege, Autonomous officially com-
menced its Silver Jubilee cele-
brations on September 14, 2023,
The esteemed event witnessed
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Hon’ble Minister for Energy, Gov-
ernment of Karnataka Shri KJ
George, as the chief guest, Prof.
Niranjana Vanalli, the Vice Chan-
cellor of Bangalore North Univer-
sity, as the guest of honour and
Fr Dr Abraham Vettiyankal, Pro-
vincial, CMI St Joseph Province,
Kottayam as the President of the
function. In recognition of the pi-
oneers of Kristu Jayanti College,
Fr Thomas Aykkara, Fr Thomas
Kadankavil, Fr Jose Valiyamat-
tam, Fr James Narithookil, Fr Jo-
sekutty Padinjarepeedika, Fr Jose
Parekattu, Fr Issac Puchamkulam,
Fr Sebastian Elanjickal, Fr James
Aerthayil, Fr Mathew Cheeram-
kuzhy, and Fr Joseph Vadakkan
were honoured during the event.
Embarking on a significant jour-
ney of knowledge, growth, and
accomplishment, Fr Dr. Augustine
George, Principal announced 25
unique initiatives aimed at con-
tributing to society by effecting
significant transformations. A sil-
ver jubilee logo was also unveiled
under the theme ‘Empowering
Visions, Enriching Lives’ marking
the significant milestone of the
institution.

Newly Constructed Educational
Theatre cum Conference Hall at
SJC Moolamattom

St Joseph's College, Moolamat-
tom boasts a state-of-the-art
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Educational Theatre, serving as
a versatile space for both theat-
rical performances and academ-
ic conferences. The theatre cum
conference hall is equipped with
modern audiovisual technology,
making it an ideal venue for multi-
media presentations and interac-
tive learning experiences. With a
seating capacity to accommodate
a large audience, the space is de-
signed to facilitate various edu-
cational events, including sem-
inars, workshops, and cultural
performances. The stage is well-
equipped with professional light-
ing and sound systems, enhancing
the overall experience for both
performers and spectators. The
flexible seating arrangement al-

B ST. THOMAS PROVINCE, KOZHIKODE I
JUBILEE CELEBRATION

In honour of the priceless gifts
of the priesthood and consecrat-
ed life, the St. Thomas Province
recently celebrated the Jubilee
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lows for easy adaptation to dif-
ferent event formats, fostering a
dynamic and engaging environ-
ment for both theatrical produc-
tions and academic discussions.
St Joseph's College recognizes
the importance of integrating the
arts into education, and the Edu-
cational Theatre stands as a tes-
tament to this commitment.

ol

of Religious Profession and the
Jubilee of Priestly ordination
of fathers. The Jubilee celebra-
tions took place at Amalapuri
Kozhikode and included a Thanks-
giving Holy Mass on Wednesday,
October 25, 2023, at 6:00 pm,
followed by a dinner to felici-
tate Fr. Kurian Kizhakkemalil.
Additionally, on Saturday, Novem-
ber 4,2023, at 9:30 am, there was
a similar event followed by lunch
to acknowledge and honor all oth-
er jubilarians. The following mem-
bers celebrated their jubilee..
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SILVER JUBILEE OF PRIESTLY
ORDINATION : Rev Fr Antony
Kunnappally CMI, Rev Fr Kurian
Kizhakkemalil CMI

SILVER JUBILEE OF RELIGIOUS
PROFESSION : Rev Fr Libeesh
Kannampallil CMI, Rev Fr Renny
Kappumkal CMI, Rev Fr Binesh
Kizhakkepurackal CMI

GOLDEN JUBILEE OF PRIESTLY
ORDINATION : Rev Fr Mathew
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Pathrapankal CMI, Rev Fr Mathew
Edakkara CMI.

GOLDEN JUBILEE OF RELIGIOUS
PROFESSION

Rev Fr Joseph Kappilumakkal CMI,
Rev Fr Joseph Mundackal CMI,
Rev Fr Thomas Purappanthanam
CMI, Rev Fr Chacko Puthukulang
ara CMI, Rev Fr Mathew Vadakk
an CMI, Rev Fr Joseph Vayalil CMI
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Meeting of Heads of the
Institutions, Principals and
Bursars

A short meeting of Heads of the
Institutions, Principals and Bur-
sars of Carmel Province was held
on 15 November 2023. The meet-
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ing discussed many relevant mat-
ters like documentation of data
in our Institutions and houses for
better facilitating the audit. It also
emphasized the implementation
of CMI Child protection Policy
and CMI Environmental Polic in
the institutions.

\ _ﬁ : A

Meeting of Priors, Superiors,
Prefects and Directors

A meeting of Priors, Superiors,
Prefects and Directors of Carmel
Province along with CSC Meeting
was held at Provincial house on
28 October 2023. The meeting
discussed many relevant matters.
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Eparchial assembly of
Kothamangalam and Idukki
Dioceses

Eparchial Assemblies of Kotha-
mangalam and Idukki Dioceses
were successfully completed. Rev.
Fr. Provincial, Mathew Manjakun-
nel CMI, Frs. Roy Kannanchira,
Biju Vettukallel, and Johnson
Palappally were participants and
contributors for the assembly of
Kothamangalam Diocese. Rev. Fr.
Shinto Kolathupadavil was one of
the participants and contributors
from the Province.

'‘Anonymous Christians' a book
written by Rev. Fr. Provincial,
Mathew Manjakunnel CMI was
released by Mar George Punna-
kottil during the eparchial assem-
bly. Congratulations!

SH CMI Ashram, Punjab

A new house with three members
is blessed recently at Noushera,
Punjab where we have a school.
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Savio Bhavan, Muvattupuzha
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Carmel Province has initiated a
new mission namely, a Care Cen-
tre - Savio Bhavan for the dif-
ferently abled, as decided in the
Provincial Synaxis.Savio Bhavan,
Muvattupuzha was blessed on
21 August, 2023 by Bp. Emeritus
Gratian Mundadan CMI. Fr. Sijo
Thekkumkattil is appointed as the
Director and Fr. Boby Thalikapar-
ambil as the member. At present
we have an inmate namely Dom-
inic Savio Kizhakkekara who be-
longs to the donor family of the
given property.

Province Day
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Province day of this year was cel-
ebrated on 27 September 2023.
It was an enriching day with spirit
ual and mental nourishment. The
day was strengthened with the
continuous prayers offered in pre
paration for Province day. The
Eucharistic Celebration, gather-
ing, and the short cultural events
helped all to grow in communion.

Carmel International Language
Zone

Carmel International Language

zone, which is an important in-
stitution that offers many op-
portunities for the students
who look for higher studies and
work abroad. Recent years, we
have started many centres at
different places, like Kothaman-
galam, Paremavu, Muvattupuzha,
Thodupuzha, etc. In the month
of October we have started an
extended centre at Thodupuzha
with all facilities. Congratulations
to the Team.

B ST. PAUL'S PROVINCE, MYSORE NN

THE SECOND SESSION OF THE
VIl ORDINARY PROVINCIAL
SYNAXIS

99 L32900g0ce §93 99|99
.'”‘\9\91@ @ 9 a*'ev

R ]
<t w | o ‘i vlt‘iv‘l w‘ur @ *=\a ij“«a,‘

’ Bk A ECE 3

et

The second session of the VIII Or-
dinary Provincial Synaxis of CMI
St. Paul's Province, Mysore, was
held at Carmel Bhavan, CMI St.
Paul's Provincial House in Mys-
ore from July 28t to July 30th,
2023. The session commenced at
6:00 pm in the Chavara Hall with
a prayer session led by Fr. Titto
Puthuva. Rev. Fr. Renny Malana,
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Vicar Provincial, warmly wel-
comed all the delegates of the
provincial synaxis.

Following the words of welcome
by Rev. Fr. Vicar Provincial, Rev.
Fr. Biju Naduthottiyil, Councillor
for Finance and Agriculture, eluci-
dated the dynamics of the second
session of the provincial synaxis.
Subsequently, Rev. Fr. Augustine
Paimpallil, the Provincial, deliv-
ered the inaugural address, which
centered on the themes of Trin-
itarian communion as a model of
communitarian witness, the com-
passionate, self-emptying, and
forgiving love of Jesus, and the
life of our founding fathers as well
as the writings of St. Chavara.

He emphasized that Google com-
munities, growing individualism,
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the pursuit of careerism and
professionalism, and the lack of
spiritual animation are some of
the modern challenges to reli-
gious life today. The inaugural ad-
dress concluded by emphasizing
that our communitarian witness
and our role as grace-filled pres-
ence in a transformed world are a
clarion call to follow Jesus in the
modern world as depicted in the
Gospel.

The synaxis was enriched by the
action plans presented by various
department councillors and the
provincial auditor. This was fol-
lowed by group discussions and
presentations from the various
groups. The synaxis concluded on
30July, 2023.

STRENGTHENING BONDS AND
SHARING EXPERIENCES

We conducted zonal gatherings
for the Mysore Zone, Coorg Zone,
and Hassan Zone on 8 - 10 Au-
gust, 2023, These gatherings pro-
vided a valuable opportunity for
all our members to come togeth-
er and exchange their experienc-
es, fostering a sense of unity and
community. Each zonal gathering
commenced with a prayer ser-
vice, during which Fr Provincial
delivered a thoughtful reflection.
Following this introspective mo-
ment, attendees had the oppor-
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tunity for confession, allowing for
personal reflection and spiritual
renewal. The gatherings were a
testament to the importance of
coming together as a community,
sharing insights, and strength-
ening the bonds that unite us. As
the zonal gatherings concluded,
members shared a meal together,
enhancing the sense of togeth-
erness and camaraderie that de-
fines our community.

ANNUAL GENERAL BODY
MEETING OF ST THOMAS EDU-
CATION SOCIETY

The Annual General Body Meet-
ing of St Thomas Education Soci-
ety was held from 10 am to 12.30
pm at Carmel Bhavan, on 26 Au-
gust, 2023. This gathering proved
to be a momentous occasion,
graced by the esteemed presence
of society members, including
managers, principals, administra-
tors, and dedicated individuals
working across various institu-
tions. As the meeting concluded,
it left behind a sense of optimism
and purpose, reaffirming the col-
lective resolve to uphold and ad-
vance the principles of quality
education.

COMMENCEMENT OF THE
NOVITIATE

Br. John Kozhikkadan and Br. Jijo
Poothakuzhiyil began their ca-
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nonical novitiate on 8 September,
2023 at St Thomas Mount Noviti-
ate House in Marikunnu.

The main celebrant for the event
was Fr Biju Vellakada, the Provin-
cial of St Thomas Province, Cali-
cut, while Fr Augustine Paimpallil,
the Provincial of St Paul's Prov-
ince, Mysore, delivered the hom-
ily. In total, seven brothers from
both provinces initiated their ca-
nonical novitiate on this special

COMMEMORATION OF THE 15™
DEATH ANNIVERSARY OF FR.
AMATUS KALLARACKAL CMI

A commemoration Mass was held
on 9 September, 2023 at St Paul’s
Carmel House, Thandavapura, in
honour of Fr Amatus Kallarackal
CMI. It was an occasion to cele-
brate the life and legacy of this
holy soul. The main celebrant for
the commemoration was Fr Au-
gustine Paimpallil CMI, Provin-
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cial, and Fr Titto Puthuva deliv-
ered a poignant homily, shedding
light on the profound impact of
Fr Amatus Kallarackal's life. Fol-
lowing the Mass, we offered spe-
cial prayers for the departed soul,
seeking blessings from Fr Amatus
Kallarackal. The commemoration
drew participation from fathers
and brothers from our province,
as well as sisters and parishioners
who actively joined in the cele-
bration. It was a testament to the
enduring influence of Fr. Amatus
Kallarackal's exemplary life and
iconic values, which continue to
inspire and guide us all. May his
memory continue to illuminate
our path and serve as a source
of inspiration for generations to
come.

VIRTUAL GATHERINGS
STRENGTHEN GLOBAL
CONNECTIONS

In the months of August and
September 2023, the Provincial
Council organized a series of on-
line gathering with fathers work-
ing in different regions around
the world. On August 7, 2023, the
Provincial Council held an online
gathering with fathers working
in Argentina. On September 19,
2023, a virtual gathering brought
together fathers working in Ger-
many with the Provincial Coun-
cil. Continuing the spirit of global
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connectivity, a virtual meeting
was organized with fathers
working in the United States on
September 20, 2023. An online
get-together with fathers work-
ing in Australia was organized on

September 27, 2023. These vir-
tual meetings served as a power-
ful means to foster connections,
share insights, and maintain a
sense of unity despite geographi-
cal distances.

HST. XAVIER’S PROVINCE, RAJKOT I

Second Session of the Synaxis

The Second Session of the Provin-
cial Synaxis was held during15-17
August at Provincial House with
the participation of all the elected
members. The orientation session
was animated by Rev. Fr. Sebas-
tian Payyappilly CMI from Dhar-
maram College. The orientation
paved the way for thoughtful dis-
cussion and deliberation during
the synaxis.

Province Gathering, Jubilee
Celebration & Snehamilan

ree
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Province Gathering, Snehamilan
and the Silver Jubilee of our Fa-
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thers were celebrated on 24th
October, 2023 at Provincial
House. The celebration began
with the solemn Holy Qurbana of-
ficiated by Fr. George Elavunkal,
Fr. James Thayil, Fr. George Mut-
tathottil, Fr. Judy Elavummoottil,
Fr. Sijomon Chirattavayalil and Fr.
Jijo Kurupancheril. The smiling
priest; Fr. James Thayil, shared
the word of God with his ingen-
ious love and insight. The Eucha-
ristic celebration was followed by
felicitation and fellowship meal.
Priests working in the province
and the sister collaborators and
their major superiors joined the
celebration.

Empowered to Educate

Fr. Saji Koodakkattu Visited Fin-
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land in the month of August, with
many other educational profes-
sionals from different parts of
India for an educational enrich-
ment programme. He attended a
week’s seminar in Turku, arranged
by Learners Confluence and Finn-
ish Global Education Solution.
The seminar included visits to
university, schools, vocational in-
stitutions, etc. The seminar was
enriching as the new National Ed-
ucation Policy is influenced by the
Finnish Education system, which
is one of the prominent education
systems globally.

Candidates Confluence

Our aspirants from Gondal and
Rajkot came together on the 11
& 12th of September at the pro-
vincial house, for a two days cel-
ebration of togetherness, prayer,
games and sharing of experienc-
es. The sessions were animated
by the rectors Fr. George Uruli-
yanicakl and Fr. Rijin Kuriyalapu-
zha. The gathering strengthened
the bond of togetherness as the
future missionaries of the prov-
ince.

Equipped to Put on an Attire of
Administrator

Fr. Jerry Malayilparambil, who
has been serving as the assistant
rector in St. Xavier’s Aspirant’s
House at Gondal, has joined the
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Chavara Novitiate, Budhini as
administrator from the second
week of November. The province
is grateful to him for his service
in the Aspirants House at Gon-
dal. He has embarked on his new
mission trusting our continued
prayers and support. All the best
and God’s blessings to Fr. Jerry.

New Book

Fr.Rijin Kurialapuzha CMl has giv-
en shapes and colors to his inspi-
rational thoughts in his new Book
“Gospel Mirror.” It was released
during Snehamilan on 24th Oc-
tober, 2023 at Provincial House.
The book is a collection of Sunday
Homilies. Congratulations dear
Fr. Rijin and wish you all the best
to have many more publications
in future.

Saint Xavier’s Aspirants House,
Rajkot

We have 16 Aspirants in the first
year at St. Xavier's Aspirants
House, Rajkot among which 12 of
them are from Odisha and 4 from
Kerala. With regular classes and
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spiritual exercises, they are being
trained by Fr. Rijin Kurialapuzha.
Two of the Aspirants who have

completed their +2 studies are
preparing to go to Novitiate.

THROUGH THE INSTITUTIONS

H DHARMARAM, BANGALORE I

Dharmaram Short Film Fest

The Dharmaram LCA conducted
Dharmaram Short Film Festival
in December, 2023 inviting en-
tries from all over India. There
were 27 entries in the contest. A
Jury Panel consisting of Mrs. Ann

26

Augustine, Film Actress, Rev. Fr.
Anil Philip CMI, Film Director,
Mr. Melbin Thomas, Assistant Di-
rector, Mrs. Surya Soman, HOD
Chetana Media College, Thris-
sur and Dr. Shantharaju, Faculty,
Media Studies, Christ University,
Bengaluru evaluated the films.
They shortlisted 8 films, and from
among them three best short
films were premiered for the
Dharmaram community on Oc-
tober 28, 2023 in the presence of
the Jury Panel, the film crews and
the invited guests. ‘Yathra, a film
directed by Mr. Manu Vishamb-
haran was adjudged as the best
short film. ‘Feather Touch, direct-
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ed by Mr. Sinoj Joseph and ‘Chase
to Survive, directed by Jickson
George bagged second and third
prizes respectively. In addition
to this, awards were presented
to the best director, best actor,
best actress, best child artist,
best screenplay, best DOP, best
music, best editor, and best story.
Addressing the gathering Rev. Fr.
Varghese Vithayathil, the Rector,
Dharmaram College, congratu-
lated the LCA team for this dar-
ing venture. He pointed out the
pivotal role social media plays
in our lives. He called upon the
community to use social media
for spreading positive values in
the society which is increasingly
becoming under the grip of nega-
tive forces. He praised the choice
of theme of the DSFF-Compas-
sion and Action. He advised the
community to effectively use the
potential of the film world for the
dissemination of gospel values,
upkeep of social harmony and
progress in the society. Dharmar-
am proudly congratulatesthe LCA
directors, Fr. Antu Nayankara, Fr.
Jeff Shawn and the LCA Secretar-
ies Bro. Delvin Valikulathu and
Bro. Abi Therakamnilkkunnathil
for this wonderful feat.

Mission Sunday at Dharmaram

On October 22,2023, the Depart-
ment of Mission at Dharmaram
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hosted a vibrant Mission Sunday
celebration that left a profound
impression on the community.
The day began with a solemn Holy
Eucharist at 7:00 a.m., presided
over by Fr. Jibin Koottanal CMI.
Fr. Prathap Thuruthumalil CMl,
delivered an inspiring homily that
deeply touched the missionary
enthusiasm of the attendees. Fol-
lowing the Eucharist, an engaging
auction took place, with enthusi-
astic participation from both the
local Eucharistic community and
the Dharmaram brothers.

Dharmaram brothers and the par-
ticipants of JAAGO, the National
Jesus Youth Conference of Jesus
Youth, took part in a series of ex-
citing games thoughtfully organ-
ized by the Department of Mis-
sion. It is worth noting that the
funds collected on this Mission
Sunday will be used to support
a remote mission station in Jag-
dalpur. The profound missionary
commitment of the Dharmaram
community and the members of
the Dharmaram Eucharistic com-
munity was in full display during
the Mission Sunday celebration.

JAAGO: A Missionary Call to
Wake up and Reach out

In a remarkable display of faith
and unity, around 17,500 devot-
ed members of the Jesus Youth
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movement from across India con-
verged in Bangalore for the highly
anticipated Jaago National Con-
ference. This spiritual gathering

was hosted by the Jesus Youth
National Council of India and
took place from October 21-24,
2023. The sprawling campus of
Dharmaram College in Bangalore,
as well as various venues in the
surrounding areas, buzzed with
an influx of attendees. Notably,
over 1,500 families were among
the participants, encompassing
a diverse demographic spectrum
from children and youth to cou-
ples, seniors, priests, religious sis-
ters and bishops. Fr. Varghese Vi-
thayathil, Rector of Dharmaram
College, in his felicitation during
the inaugural session spoke about
the six pillars of the Jesus Youth.
Fr. Thomas Parayil, Administrator
of Dharmaram College, presided
over the Holy Hour during the
inaugural session and gave the
benediction. Fr. Jose Chennattuss
erry, the Vice Chancellor of Christ
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Deemed to be University, brought
the relic of St. John Paul Il to the
main stage for the veneration by
the participants. There were many
streams of activities designed for
the spiritual renewal of youth
and deepening of their mission-
ary commitment. This included
Eucharistic celebrations, ado-
ration, seminars, lively musical
nights, challenging workshops,
and enlightening exhibitions that
were set to invigorate the faith
of the participants. Many ecclesi-
astical dignitaries including Card.
Philip Neri(Goa and Daman), Arch
bishop Rt. Rev. Dr. Peter Mach
ado(Bangalore), Rt. Rev. Dr. Alex
Vadakkumthala (Ecclesiastical
Advisor of Jesus YouthinIndiaand
Bishop of Kannur), Mar Sebastian
Adayanthrath (Mandya), Mar
Raphel Thattil (Shamshabad),
Mar Jose Chittooparambil CMI
(Rajkot) and many other bish-
ops from all over India par-
ticipated in the event. This
grand gathering showcased the
enduring power of faith, bringing
together thousands of devoted
individuals to strengthen their
spiritual connection with Jesus
and celebrate their shared beliefs.

DASS Hosts Medical Camp for
Adolescent Girls and Pregnant
Women

In a significant initiative, on Oc-
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tober 1, DASS organized a med-
ical check-up camp at L. R. Na-
gar in Adukodi, dedicated to the
well-being of adolescent girls,
expectant mothers, and nursing
women. This camp proved to be a
commendable success, effective-
ly delivering essential healthcare
services to the women in need.
The endeavour was made pos-
sible through a collaborative ef-
fort with esteemed institutions,

B DARSANA, WARDHA
NOORJAHAN

Darsana family witnessed the
extravaganza NOORJAHAN, the
inaugural function of DKS and
DSKS. The various programs add-
ed more colour to the occasion
and simultaneously the brothers-
in-charge presented an analysis
about the previous semester and
their new ventures. NAVDAR-
SAN, the monthly newsletter of
Darsana, was also released.

CARMELASANDESAM | DECEMBER 2023

including St. John’s Medical Col-
lege, Zydus Healthcare, and CSA.

On the occasion of the section
feast of the juniors, the feast of

St Alphonsa, they showcased
their different talents through a
one and half hour program titled
'‘BOHEMIAN EVE' Fr. Francis Ay-
karaparampil, the Rector, was the
chief guest. The sumptuous agape
was prepared by the seniors. The
cultural programs were rejuve-
nating.
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Bp. Januarius Endowment
Lectures

On 12th August Bp Januarius En-
dowment Lectures were held on
the topic ‘Formation according
to the Magisterial Teachings’ The
resource person was Bp. Thomas
Padiyath, the Auxiliary Bishop of
Shamshabad diocese. The lecture
was a 2 hour orientation program.
The presence of the members
from different neighbouring com-
munities doubled its spirit.

‘ALOHA’

The unity, generosity and creativ-
ity of the seniors were turned into
a new program titled ‘Aloha’. They
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celebrated their section feast in
connection with the feast of St.
Euphrasia in a very solemn way.
Their zeal and vibes were so ex-
pressive in the Holy Mass and the
cultural eve conducted on 27t
August. The programs were so
captivating and appreciable.

ONAM CELEBRATION-2K23

Onam is a prestigious celebration
for all Keralites, and for Darsa-
na family too. As early as the sun
rose, brothers commenced the
preparations for a meaningful cel-
ebration. The presence of Maveli
and Vamanan doubled the joy of
the community. Teachers from
our school, neighbours and our
helpers also were invited for the
sumptuous sadya prepared by our
own brothers. The Onam games,
organized by the captains added
colour to the day.

GURU VANDANAM

In connection with the Teach-
ers’ Day, the Students’ Coun-
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cil of the Institute made up a 1
hour program on 5 September.
The Teachers were revered and
gratefully remembered through
the program ‘Guru Vandanam.
Students put up different cultural
programs too. And they reiterat-
ed the love and concern they have
towards the Faculty. Dr Rajesh
Kavalackal delivered the Teach-
ers’ day message.

HIREATH

Under the auspices of Darsana,
the students got a chance to ex-
plore the untapped exposures
that may nurture them for the
future. ‘HIREATH’ was an Atmo-
daya Extension Lecture present-
ed by Dr. Varghese Puthuparampil
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CML. It was all about his travel to
the different corners of India and
Nepal. Students enthusiastical-
ly gave ears to his adventurous
journey and it instilled in them a
passion to have wanderlust for
knowledge and enlightenment.

Canonical Visitation

Rev. Fr. Thomas Chathampara-
mpil CMI, the Prior General, and
his team were in Darsana during
Oct 3-6 for the Canonical Visi-
tation. The Darsana Family was
immensely happy to have them
here. The seniors had the person-
al meeting with Fr. Prior Gener-
al whereas juniors met Fr. Vicar
General. Finally, Fr. Prior General
addressed all the students to-
gether. It was so thought-provok-
ing for them.

Jubilee Celebration

Darsana Family solemnly cele-
brated the Golden jubilee of the
religious profession of Rev. Fr.
Prior General on 3™ October.
We had organized an hour pro-
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gramme in the auditorium, invit-
ing our neighbouring communi-
ties. Fr. Rector greeted him with a
beautiful felicitation speech. The
programme was followed by a
sumptuous dinner.

As October was specially dedi-
cated to Mother Mary, the Ma-

trudham feast was celebrated in
a very solemn way during 13-22
October. Ten-day rosary devo-
tion was conducted by different
neighbouring communities. On
the concluding day we had a pro-
cession in the compound of Dar-
sana. It was a memorable day for
Darsanites as well as for all the
devotees who had attended in it.
Thereafter preetibhoj was pro-
vided.

Pallivasam

The second-year brothers have
gone for their village exposure
programme for a week in the di-
ocese of Adilabad. Their mission-
ary activities were well-appreci-
ated by the parishioners and the
priests.

—
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B SAMANVAYA, BHOPAL I

Orientation Programme
2023-24

A two day Orientation Pro-
gramme was conducted, on 15t
and 16t of June, marking the be-
ginning of the new Academic year
2023-24 in Samanvaya Theology
College. The purpose of the Ori-
entation Programme was to in-
troduce the Samanvaya system
of theological studies, its context,
history, and academic matters.
Classes were engaged by the fac-
ulty members of the institution.
The orientation Programme also
discussed the activities to be held
in the year at Samanvaya; and,
overall, provided a strong foun-
dation to embark on a rewarding
academic journey in theology.

Samagra: A Milestone for an
Integrated Formation

26 June, 2023 marked the inaugu-
ration day of ‘Samagra’, the cultur-
al and art platform of Samanvaya.
Samagra, as the name suggests,
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means integration of all things
into one and thus not restricted
to one alone. The ceremony start-
ed at 6.30 pm at Poornodaya. The
day was blessed by the presence
of Fr. Sebastian Eluvathingal CMl,
the chief guest of the day, who
enlightened one and all on the
importance of integrated forma-
tion. The platform also served as
a debut for the newcomers (First-
year Theologians) of the institute,
as they were felicitated and em-
braced to the family officially. The
gathering ended with agape.

SAMAM

Samam meaning equality, is the
social service wing of Samanvaya
Theology College, Bhopal func-
tioning with an aim of reaching
out to the less privileged of the
society, committed to forming
social sensitivity in individuals
for better living and co-existence
in future. Samam has crossed an-
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other milestone with an initiative
named free tree program on 19
July 2023. Around fifteen sap-
lings were planted in each of the
two neighboring villages namely
Chawanipatter and Omkara. The
logo of samam was released by Fr.
Jebin Attokkaran during the pro-
gram. An introduction was given

on the necessity of planting and
taking care of trees. Each sapling
was handed over to the care of ea
ch person. All seem to be welcom-
ing and receptive to this initiative.
Thisprogramwasorganised incoll
aboration with Benedictine Sis-
terswho also carry out their social
service activity in these villages.

l CARMEL VIDYABHAVAN, PUNE IS

“Oh give thanks to the Lord, for
He is good, because his mercy en-
dures forever (Ps 118:1). We, CVB
Community join with the choir of
Psalmist and thank the Lord for
His showers of blessings up on our
community. Carmel Vidya Bhavan
celebrated Onam on 03 Septem-
ber, 2023. There were cultural pro
grammes and Onasadya in the
house. We celebrated the solem-
nity of the Nativity of Our Lady on
08 September, 2023. There was a
solemn Holy Mass in the Carmel
parish in connection with the feast
ofthe Nativity of our Lady.Brothers
had one day outing on 09 Septem
ber, 2023. It was a day of enriching
moments. On 01 October, 2023
brothers participated in the semi-
nar ‘Theology of the Body’ in Isha
vani Kendra. The seminar really
enlightened the participants with
spiritual wisdom.

Marian Devotion

On 06 October, 2023 we started
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ten days of solemn rosary devo-
tion. Each day brothers who be-
long to the ward which led the
solemn rosary devotion delivered
reflection about Mother Mary. On
15 October, 2023 we ended the
ten days of rosary devotion in the
parish. Solemn devotion of the ro-
sary became channel of blessing
in the life of many faithful.

Moments of Joy

On 15 October 2023, we set out
for our community picnic to Ajan-
ta - ElloraCaves and Dhule mis-
sion exposure.
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Canonical Visitation

Rev Fr Thomas Chathamparambil
CMI Prior General, and Fr Shinto
CMI, Secretary to Prior General
arrived here for Canonical Visi-
tation on 06 October, 2023. Rev
Fr Prior General addressed the
Community in his introductory
talk on the purpose Canonical
Visitation. Rev Fr Prior General

Visit of Guests

Rev Fr Josey Thamarassery CMI,
Vicar General visited CVB on 24
September 2023. Rev Fr Provin-
cial, Councillors and other few
fathers from Hyderabad Province
visited us on 23 October, 2023.
Fr. Mathew; Rector of Satna sem-
inary visited us on 07 November,
2023. His Excellency Mar Sebas-

presided over the Holy Mass on
07 October, 2023. He met Rev
Fathers and Brothers personally.
On 08 October, 2023 Canonical
Visitation got concluded. We cel-
ebrated the Golden Jubilee of Re-
ligious Profession of Rev Fr Prior
General during the occasion.
Brothers put up a wonderful pro-
gramme followed by the dinner in
honour of Rev Fr Prior General.

L ll \ '
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tian Adayanthrath, bishop of Di-
ocese of Mandya paid us a visit
on 08 November, 2023. Under
the leadership of Rev Fr Joy Kak-
kanatt CMI, a group of 15 Biblical
scholars from Dharmaram came
here on 09 November, 2023. They
were hereto attend the CBAI con-
ference held at Ishavani Kendra.

H SAINT PAUL'S SCHOOL, RAJKOT I

Vigyantram- Project Based
Workshops

Abhyuday IIT Bombay conducted
three different hands-on work-
shops at Saint Paul’s School, Ra-
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jkot on 2" and 3" August 2023.
The Al and Robotics Workshop
for Grades 8 and 9 focused on
the fundamentals of algorithms,
python programming, coding
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concepts, data science, machine
learning and computer vision.
Wake up application, secret agent
app, space invaders game, doc-
tor’s app and Get the Gold game
were covered during the Mobile
and Game Development Work-
shop for Grades 6 to 8. A separate
Workshop on Autonomous Ro-
bots was conducted for Grades 6
to 9 in which the students learnt
about visitor counter system,
blind stick, android mobile con-
trol robots and object detection
robots. The students with the
best performance during the
workshops were recognized.

Career Counselling Seminars -
Mission Margadarshan were or-
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ganized by Saint Paul’s School, Ra-
jkot in association with Brainberg
Knowledge Solutions, Pune from
21st to 24th August 2023.Psy-
chometric tests were conducted
for the students of Grades 8 to
10 by experts to help students
identify their top abilities, inter-
ests and dominant personality
trait and provide them the most
suitable job or career recommen-
dations accordingly. The findings
of the test were used to give tips
to the students to improve their
study habits. A joint session for
the students and parents was
conducted wherein guidance
was provided regarding various
courses available, top educational
institutions offering these cours-
es and the eligibility criteria for
the same. Some of the teachers
of the school have been trained as
certified career counsellors who
will carry forward the initiative.

Bringing Theatre into Education

Theatre as an educational me-
dium emphasizes on learning
through role play and drama in
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an environment of research, in-
quiry, exploration and creativity.
Renowned theatre coaches from
Bangalore, Mr. Sibu Vaz and Ms.
Soundhary Vaz along with their
team members conducted a se-
ries of workshops at Saint Paul’s
School, Rajkot in the months of
July and August 2023 for the stu-
dents and teachers of the Middle
School. During the workshops,
the students and teachers partic-
ipated in many lively theatre ac-
tivities and learnt about the basic
drama tools. The sessions helped
bring an overall positive change
in the students, their thought
processes, perspective and way
of communication. The teachers
also ideated on how different dra-
ma techniques can be integrated
within the curriculum to make
learning more engaging for the
students.

MERCADO 2023- Impacting
Lives through Social
Entrepreneurship!

MERCADO - a three day long so-
cial entrepreneurship programme
cum Trade Fair was organized by
the Commerce Department of
Saint Paul’s School, Rajkot from
30 September to 2 October,
2023. Rev. Fr. Benoy, CMI inaugu-
rated the Trade Fair. A shopping
bazaar with more than 40 stalls
was set up by the students offer-
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ing a wide range of products. The
game zone and the food courts
saw a beeline of visitors enjoying
themselves. Six different Fash-
ion Shows were presented by the
students of Grades 1 to 6 during
the event. The young fashionis-
tas charmed the visitors with the
amazing poise and chutzpah they
displayed on the ramp! A popular
RJ of the city and a well known
guitarist were also invited to en-
tertain the audience. The event,
which was huge success, saw a
footfall of more than 3000 visi-
tors.

Rev. Fr. James Francis, Principal,
says, “The idea behind MERCA-
DO is to provide an opportunity
to the students to utilize their
networking and communication
skills to approach businesses
and vendors for sponsorship and
their logistic skills for stall open-
ings. The entire proceedings of
the event have been donated to
Philips AIDS Care Centre in Ku-
tch, thereby making the students
understand the importance and
social responsibility and commu-
nity impact”.

Confluence 2023 -Annual Paul-
ine’s Day - Grades 9 and 10

Annual Pauline’s Day - Conflu-
ence 2023 was organized at Saint
Paul’s School, Rajkot on 27t Au-
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gust and 3 September 2023
respectively for the students of
Grades 9 and 10. The students
presented innovative projects

in Math, Science, Social Science,
IT, Robotics and Art based on
the concepts studied by them at
school.

: A

The dramatized versions of Ajay
Shukla’s satire ‘Taj Ka Mahal Ka
Tender’, Charles Dicken’s ‘Oliver
Twist’ and Dhumketu’s ‘Post Of-
fice’ by the students of Grade 9
were greatly appreciated by the
parents. The mime on the misuse
of mobile phones by the Grade 9
Mass Media and Communication
students struck the right chord
with the audience as a serious
message was presented, albeit in
alight hearted manner!

The Grade 10 students brought
alive on the stage, William Shake-
speare’s ‘The Merchant of Venice)
Kundanika Kapadia’s ‘Sanskar
ni Shrimantai’ and the immortal
saga of Panna Dhai’s sacrifice.
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A ‘Food Fair’ was also organized
on the occasion by the students
and the entire proceeds were do-
nated for a social cause.

Annual Pauline’s Day- Grade 1

The Grade 1 students of Saint
Paul’s School, Rajkot showcased
their learning during the Annual
Pauline’s Day held on 15th Oc-
tober, 2023. The young learners
took their parents on a journey
of the school through various
knowledge stations. At the first
station, the students presented
basic parade drills. At the second
station, aptly called ‘The Wings of
Imagination’, the students worked
in groups to create stories using
materials like blocks, wooden
houses, animals, puppets and dif-
ferent shapes. At the next three
stations, the students explained
the processes involved in the
Warli art designs made by them
on the walls of the school garden,
the colourful sand art work creat-
ed by them and the art of ‘tie and
dye’ or ‘bandhej’ learnt by them
prior to the event. They even
donned the T-shirts designed by
them using the ‘tie and dye’ meth-
od. In view of the upcoming Di-
wali festival, the children enjoyed
painting ‘diyas’ using acrylic col-
ours with their parents. Various
physical fitness skills like bounc-
ing, dribbling, jumping over hur-
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dles, crawling and zigzag running
were demonstrated by the stu-
dents during the event.

The students displayed their
learning of the basic ‘alankars’
and dance ‘mudras’ in front of
their parents. They also sang the
beautiful song ‘Together We Can
Change the World’ as part of their
understanding of the Sustainable
Development Goals.

Youth Parliament- The Voice of
Young India

Youth Parliament, a customized
simulation of the actual Indian
Parliament Session, was conduct-
ed at Saint Paul’s School, Rajkot
on 3 October, 2023 for the stu-
dents of Grades 9 and 10 to pro-
vide a platform to ‘Young India’ to
ideate on initiatives for social ac-
tion and transformation. Training

B SAINT MARY'’S SCHOOL, RAJKOT _7

Creative Recycling: The DIY
Competition

With the primary goal of promot-
ing a sustainable lifestyle and
encouraging students to trans-
form discarded materials into
useful and aesthetically pleasing
objects, a DIY (Do it by Yourself)
competition was held on July 17,
2023. The event not only cele-
brated creativity and championed
sustainability but also was a tes-
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sessions were organized for the
students before the actual ses-
sion by the SkillSphere Education
team to familiarize them with the
functioning of the Parliament Ses-
sions.

The agenda for discussion dur-
ing the mock Youth Parliament
was ‘Challenges in the education
system at Pre-Primary, Primary,
Secondary and Senior Secondary
levels.

tament to the power of human
imagination and the importance
of environmental consciousness.

The Grand Showdown: Debate
Competition

On 29" August, 2023 St. Mary’s
school Rajkot conducted Debate
final round competition for stu-
dents of Std. 6 to 8. The compe-
tition was a platform for partici-
pants to articulate their thoughts,
challenge assumptions, and foster
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a culture of dialogue. The event
had provided a platform for young
minds to express their thoughts,
engage in dialogue, and demon-
strate the power of reasoned dis-
course.

Mastering Social Work: Build-
ing a Better Society

Various social work activities for
the students under the banner of
MSW (Marian Service Wing) are
part of the curriculum. As part of
the social awareness activity, in-
itially some inspirational videos
were shared with our students
and faculty, which encapsulated
the essence of social work, show-
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casing stories of resilience, com-
passion, and transformation. It
served as a reminder of ‘why we
do’ ‘what we do’ and the profound
impact our work can have on indi-
viduals and communities.

The MSW also organized a char-
ity program, "Steps for Change,"
which brought together stu-
dents and faculty together in a
fund-raising programme for char-
ity.

The Rakhi selling fundraiser was
meticulously planned on 12th
August, 2023 and executed: The
MSW program partnered with
differently abled artisans, par-
ticularly women welfare workers,
to create a diverse range of Rakh-
is. Artisans were fairly compen-
sated for their work.

Charity can begin from
School too

Inspired by the MSW activities
held in our school, one of our stu-
dents, namely, Trivedi Rajvi of 5
B willingly volunteered to collect
Rs. 3000 from her family, friends,
and neighbours to contribute
towards the “Meals on Wheels”
Programme run by Navjeevan
Trust, Rajkot. This act of charity
and compassion made her the
“youngest Donor’ of the Meals on
Wheels Programme”.
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Navratri Celebration

Saint Mary’s celebrated ‘Wel-
come Navratri Programme’ on the
14t October, 2023. A task was as-
signed to the students from grade
9 to 12 to bring sponsors for the
show. It was mainly a platform
raised to enrich our students to
build in confidence, communica-
tive skills, marketing skills and
facilitating interactions with en-
trepreneurs. And to our astonish-
ment, our students did a wonder-
ful job and collected a good sum
to make the Navratri celebration
successful.

Winners were selected and
awarded for the well-played, well
dressed as well as best house.
The presence of Fr. Provincial (Fr.
Binoy Elavunkal) and Fr. Wilson

Vettumanicakal, the former prin-
cipals of Saint Mary’s doubled the
joy of the celebration.

Model United Nations

Our High School students par-
ticipated in the prestigious MUN
(Model United Nations), held at
R.K University, Rajkot on July 29
and 30. It was really a moment of
pride for the school that 6 of our
students were awarded in differ-
ent categories.

An Evening at the School

Saint Mary’s Primary Section
organised an event named “an
evening at school” on the eve-
nings of 31 October and 4 No-
vember for the students of Std. 7
& 8. The students came together
and enjoyed their evening with
various games and creative and
spontaneous performances.

H SAINT FRANCIS SCHOOL, JAMANAGAR I

Faculty Development
Programme

Faculty development programme
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was arranged for the staffon 1and
2 June 2023. The two days’ work-
shop was guided by Mr. Jibrael
Jos from Christ University, Lava-
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sa Campus. The activity-based
training session enriched and en-
thused the teachers at the begin-
ning of the academic year.

Science Seminar

On 3 July 2023 with the support
from M.D. Mehta Science Centre,
Dhrol, St. Francis School organ-
ized a science seminar with vari-
ous live demonstrations regard-
ing the facts of science. Pankaj
Dnager from the Science Centre
Dhrol demonstrated real-life ex-
periments before students.

Tiranga Rally

On the occasion of Independence
Day, Tiranga Rally was organized
in the school. Students and teach-
ers enthusiastically participated
in the rally. The rally with flags
and banners led by the N.C.C ca-
dets conveyed the message of
patriotism.

Meri Maati Mera Desh
Celebration

Meri Mati Mera Desh Event was
celebrated in the school in con-
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nection with the Independence
Day, envisioning a unified celebra-
tion of India’s soil and valor, com-
memorating the nation’s journey
of freedom and progress.

Awareness Programme

On 26 August, 2023, a seminar
for students was organized on the
theme Restoring, Conserving, and
Saving water. The main objectives
of the programme were to equip
children to learn the importance
of water and to introduce the dif-
ferent methods of restoring and
conserving water.

National Children Science
Congress 2023

National Children Science Con-
gress 2023 was organized by the
District Science center Dhrol
om 23/09/23. Four of our stu-
dents presented their project at
the event under the guidance of
teachers. One of the teachers;
Mrs. Smitha Kashiv was awarded
with the Sakriya Shikhshak Award
and students were awarded with
the participation certificates.
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National Level drawing and
painting competition

National Level drawing and paint-
ing competition was organized by

Kala Bhatia Child Art Develop-
ment Institute, Pune in the month
of July. Students from Class 1 to
VIII participated in the contest
and seven of our students won
Gold Medal and Kala Gaurav
Award. Art teacher Pratixa Johi
was awarded with Kalabushan
Award for animating and guid-
ing the students and her creative
contributions to the field of art
and drawing.

B SAINT XAVIER’S SCHOOL, MUNDRA IS

School Band

On 29% September our School
Band performed in Ahmedabad
Police Ground (Sahibag) and Se-
cured 3rd position at State Level
(Boys Band Group).

Basket Ball

One of Our basketball players,
‘Aditya Srivastav’ of Class-IX A
was selected for National level
competition. He has been called
for the “National Camp” to be
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held at Bhavnagar in preparation
for the National level basketball
competitions.

Shot Put

Prince Patel of Std. IX-C secured
First Position in Under-14 Boys
shot put at SGF (School Games
Federation of India) competition
held at Godhara.

Science Drama - Modern Tech-
nology in our Daily Life

The school prepared a Science
Drama titled “Jay Vigyan Jay
Anusandhan’ to make the people
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aware about how science & tech-
nology will be useful in our daily
life and utilize them properly. Our
team of students participated in
the national Science Drama 2023
at district level organised by Bhuj
Science City on 30 September
and secured First Position. Fur-
ther the team participated in the
state level competition held at

Rajkot Science City on 20 Octo-
ber, 2023. Our School Represent-
ing Kutch District secured First
Position and got qualified for the
National level competitions to be
held on 25 November, 2023 at
Nehru Science City, Mumbai. Our
teacher Mrs. Shrabani Mohanty
was awarded Best Director and
Best Script Writer titles.

HSAINT XAVIER’S SCHOOL, DAYAPAR IS

Science Exhibition

Students of our school secured
First Prize in the Taluka level Sci-
ence Exhibition organised on 26
September, 2023 and were se-
lected for the district level exhi-
bition.

Gandhi Jayanti Rally and Public
Awareness Programme
. —

St. Xavier’s School, Dayapar or-
ganised a Rally and Public aware-
ness programme on 4 October,
2023 to mark the celebration

of Gandhi Jayanti. Staff and
students marched through the
streets of Dayapar holding the
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placards depicting Gandhian val-
ues. On this occasion, some of the
students spoke on the importance
of imbibing Gandhian Values in
our lives. A street play was also
arranged by the students with
the intention of spreading public
awareness regarding the manage-
ment of household wastes.

Food Distribution to the Poor
People

With the intention of creating the
value of compassion for the less
privileged of the society, school
organised a food distribution pro-
gramme for the poor. Food pack-
ets were collected class wise and
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distributed to the less privileged
families around Dayapar City on
the day of Gandhi Jayanti Cel-
ebration. Fr. Roy along with the
staff and student representatives
visited various places for the dis-
tribution of food packets.

Navratri Celebration

Commemorating the victory of
good over evil and spreading the
message of unity, Navratri Cele-

We run 10 tuition centres suc-
cessfully in Kirbi place Jhug-
gi area. We have targeted 300
needy children who are never en-
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B CEVA, DELHI I —
T

bration was held in the school for
the students and staff on 16 Oc-
tober, 2023.

Rosary Celebration
The

catholic community at

Dayapar Celebrated the Rosa-
ry Devotion from 6 -15 October.
The catholic staff working in the
school and the parishioners par-
ticipated in the daily rosary with
devotion.

R > D ~

rolled, drop outs, irregular and we
send them back in the school af-
ter improving their education. In
the tuition centre we teach them
reading and writing skill, proper
words pronunciation, maths, basic
knowledge of English and Hindi.

DISTRIBUTION OF EDUCA-
TION MATERIAL

CEVA has taken the steps to im-
prove education standard for chil-
dren of 6 to 10 years age group
through various play and learn
methods, such as providing to the
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children Alphabets Blocks and
Charts, Fruits, Vegetables and
Animal Charts, Registers, Pen,
Colours, Educational materials

and white board etc. Therefore,
children have increased interest
in studies and started coming to
tuition centres regularly.

STAFF CAPACITY BUILDING
PROGRAMS

. ‘j‘

We have conducted orientation
and capacity building training for
the staff for clear vision of project
to achieve the goal. Awareness
and refreshing training helped
the teachers to impart better and
quality education to the children.
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CELEBRATION OF SPECIAL
DAYS

Celebrating different events is
important for children because it
helps them develop social, emo-
tional, and cognitive skills, as well
as foster a sense of community
and belongingness.

INDEPENDENCE DAY

CEVA celebrated Independence
Day at Kirby Place on 15/8/2023
with students to develop patriot-
ismin them.

TEACHER'S DAY

We celebrated Teacher's Day on
5t September with all the stu-
dents and teachers at Kirby with
colourful culture programs

GANDHI JAYANTI

Gandhi Jayanti was celebrated
with students on 2" October with
culture programs and speeches
of Gandhiji to impart in the minds
of the children the great values
of non-violence and peace envis-
aged by the father of our nation.

DIWALI

On 10t November, we celebrat-
ed Diwali by lighting lamps and
singing songs and dancing by the
students.

TAILORING CENTRES

Weruntwotailoring centres with-
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in the community for 50 women
and adolescent girls this year who
are unemployed. We encourage
them to start their own business
for betterment of their family. We
follow 24 teaching module for
basic sewing classes and cover 4
modules on every month.

4

We have given financial support
to 12 youth and school dropout
students for computer course for
their betterment of future. We
provide them 6-month computer
basic training and English speak-
ing class for preparation of inter-
views

AWARENESS RALLY

The children’s group in the project
of all the centres came together
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in their respective areas and took
out a rally to make people aware
about hygiene and environment.
First of all, they took out a ral-
ly to make people aware about
hygiene, by distributing posters
and banners. They made people
aware about dengue, malaria and
chikungunya.

SPORTS MATERIAL
DISTRIBUTION

Introducing sports equipment to
the slum children catalyses trans-
formative change. Beyond the
mere tools of play, these items
become agents of empowerment,
fostering physical health, team-
work, and discipline. In the midst
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of challenging circumstances,
sports provide a constructive out-
let, instilling confidence and resil-
ience. Access to equipment opens
doors to new possibilities, offer-
ing a break from daily struggles
and a chance for holistic develop-
ment. The impact is profound, as
these children not only embrace
the joy of play but also acquire es-
sential life skills that can shape a
brighter future amidst adversity.

CHILDRENS GROUP AND

in all our 10 centres and training
was conducted . Children's group

is an upper body of the children to
empower children in playing, lead
role in their own development
and the development of their
communities.

WEBINAR ON FUNDING
OPPORTUNITIES

CEVA Delhi has organized a webi-
nar for the Provincial Councilors
of Social apostolate, and fathers
and sisters working in the field of
social work of the CMI congrega-
tion, on the topic “Funding oppor-
tunities”, in collaboration with Sri
Sathya Sai Orphanage Trust, Ker-
ala. Members from 75 organiza-
tions attended the webinar.

Mr. Anandu Kumar, Chairman
National NGO confederation
inaugurated the workshop, Mr.
Anandu Krishnan, coordinator
National NGO confederation was
the resource person of the webi-
nar and felicitation was given by
Rev. Fr. Biju Vadakkel CMI, Gener-
al Councillor for Social Work and
Health Care.

B CHAVARA CULTURAL CENTERE, KOCHI Il
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B CHAVARA CULTURAL CENTERE, DELH| IS

ASHA KA MAHOTSAV-2022

The Inter-religious Easter Cele-
bration was hosted by Chavara
Cultural Centre, Delhi, with rep-
resentatives from nine religions.

Celebrating Easter with a Fellow-
ship Meal that brings together
religious leaders, social activists,
and respectable guests from dif-
ferent walks of life gave insights
to foster unity and communal
harmony.

The event witnessed the pres-
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ence of esteemed figures such
Shri. Alphons Kannanthanam
IAS (Former Minister of State for
Tourism Government of India),
Smt. Rinchan Lhamo (Member,
National Commission for Minor-
ities), Goswami Sushilji Maharaj
(National Convenor, Indian Par-
liament of All Religions) , Dr. Subu
Rahman IAAS (Principal Direc-
tor O/o the Controller & Auditor
General (CAG) of India), Ambas-
sador K P Fabian, (Diplomat and
Former Indian Ambassador), Dr.
Joseph Emmanuel (Director of
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highlighted the spiritual impor-
tance of the resurrection of Jesus
Christ but also exemplified the
power of cultural and religious di-
versity in fostering a more inclu-
sive and harmonious society.

Academics, CBSE, India), Rabbi
Ezekiel Isaac Malekar (Head of
the Jewish community in New
Delhi) , Shri. Vivek Muni Ji Maha-
raj (Founder Acharya Sushil Muni
Mission), Mrs. Carmel Tripathi
(Director - Public Information Ba-
ha'i House of Worship New Del-
hi), Dr. Maulana Kalbe Rushaid
(Islamic scholar and prominent
Social leader), Shri. Dr. AK Mer-
chant (General Secretary, Temple
of Understanding India Founda-
tion) , Dr. Fr. Paul Moonjely (Ex-
ecutive Director, CARITAS India),
Adv. Antony Judy (President,
ICYM National Executive Com-
mittee) , Shri. George Kallivayalil
(Associate Editor and Chief of
Bureau of Deepika Daily), Adv.
Saju Jakob (Solicitor Advocate
Supreme Court of India). The di-
verse participation highlighted
the Centre's commitment to pro-
moting interreligious dialogue
and understanding.

Rinchan Lhamo , Buddhist repre-
sentative, expressing her views,
emphasized the importance of
such initiatives in building bridges
between communities. Goswami
Sushilji Maharaj echoed this sen-
timent, highlighting the need for
mutual respect and understand-
ing in a pluralistic society like In-
dia.

This Easter celebration not only
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MANIPURI FOLK DANCE
FESTIVAL

Chavara Cultural Centre Delhi is
organizing unique cultural festi-
vals to promote cultural diversity.
We recently organized a Manipu-
ri Folk Dance festival.

The event was inaugurated by
Sathish Nambuthirippadau, Addi-
tional Director General of Doord-
arshan Delhi, who expressed his
admiration for the cultural her-
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itage of Manipur and the impor-
tance of such festivals in fostering
cross-cultural understanding.

The audience was treated to mes-
merizing performances by tal-
ented artists from Manipur, high-
lighting the essence of Manipuri
dance forms. The captivating rep-
ertoire included traditional danc-
es such as Lai Haraoba, Basanta
Raasa, Stick Dance, Sword Dance,
and Maibi Jagoi.

The festival not only celebrated
the artistic brilliance of Manipuri
dance but also served as a plat-
form for cultural exchange, fos-
tering unity and appreciation for
therich tapestry of India's diverse
traditions.

ASSAMESE DANCE

Where Nature Flurishes, Cultures
Converge in Harmony.

Chavara Culture Center Delhi
organized an Assamese dance
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to raise the message of cultural
friendship and unity in diversity.

Sri. Umakant Lakera, President,
Press Club of India, inaugrated
the event. Shri. Pranjal Pratim
Das, North East Media Forum
Joint Secretary and Chief Corre-
spondent, Prathidin Times, was
the guest of honour.

Traditional dance forms of As-
sam like Sattriya dance, Devadasi
dance, Bihu dance, and Bhortal
dance were performed by the
artists Meenakshi Medhi, Perrine
Legoullon, Oonmona Das, Rodali
Bora from Sattriya Nrityasala.

PARLIAMENT OF THE
WORLD'S RELIGIONS AT
CHICAGO - 2023

The Parliament of the World's Re-
ligions serve as a global platform
for leaders and representatives of
various faith traditions to engage
in dialogue and collaboration for
the betterment of humanity.

This Parliament of the World's
Religions offer a rare experience
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of meeting people of different
faiths from different parts of the
world.

The 36" Parliament of World's
Religions held at McCormack
Place Lakeside Centre, Chicago,
with the theme " A Call to Con-
science: Defending Freedom &
Human Rights " was a unique ex-
perience.

There were 8254 participants
from over 100 nationalities and
210+ faiths and traditions. It was
a week of joy and celebration. Fr
Roby Kannanchira participated in
it enthusiastically.

It was a milestone to create a
world of peace and harmony
through initiating dialoguing plat-
forms with people of different
faith and traditions with the mot-
to, Celebrating Diversity- Cele-
brating Humanity.

This note cannot be complet-
ed without mentioning a few
names of our beloved fathers who
helped me a lot during this jour-
ney. Thanks to Rev. Fr. Sebastian
Thekkedath CMI, the Coordina-
tor General of CMI USA, Rev. Fr.
Jose Kadookkunnel CMI, Vicar,
Ascension of Our Lord Church
15314 summit Ave Oakbrook Ter-
race,lL and Rev. Fr. Roy Kochuve-
likkakarhu CMlI for helping me in
many ways.
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7* BUDDHIST-CHRISTIAN COL-
LOQUIUM held at THAILAND,

7% Buddhist-Christian Colloqui-
um in Bangkok, Thailand, was
organized by the Dicastery for
inter-religious Dialogue Vatican
and the Buddhist University Thai-
land on 13 - 17 November, 2023
with the theme, "Karuna and
Agape in Dialogue for Healing a
Wounded World and the Earth."

Fr Roby Kannanchira participated
in the Colloquium and presented
apaper on “A Narrative of Healing
Human and Ecological Wounds
from the Perspective of Inter-re-
ligious Dialogue”

The Colloquium provided a cru-
cial platform for Buddhist and
Christian scholars, religious lead-
ers, and practitioners from dif-
ferent nationalities to engage in
profound discussions, exploring
shared values and principles that
can contribute to the betterment
of our global society.
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INTERNATIONAL YOUTH
SUMMIT

Fr Roby Kannanchira CMI, repre-
senting Chavara Cultural Centre
presented a paper in the Youth
Summit on Human Fraternity and
Compassion organized by the Sat-
yarthi Movement for Global Com-
passion (SNGC) and the Zayed
Awards for Human Fraternity
(ZAHF).

The event, held at the scenic Gul-
mohar Sariska Resort near Jaipur,
Rajasthan, drew the participation
of over 500 enthusiastic youth
from different nationalities.

Chavara Cultural Centre Delhi
Launches Global Inter-School
Short Film Competition

Chavara Cultural Centre Delhi, is
set to unveil an exciting opportu-
nity for young aspiring filmmakers
worldwide. Under the dynamic
leadership of the Centre, a global
Inter-School Short Film Competi-
tion titled "Unity in Diversity" is
in the works, in collaboration with
Indian Diaspora Global and Cine-
ma4Schools.

For More details - https://cha-
varadelhi.com/film-submissions/

CHAVARA FAMILY QUIZ
IN DELHI

Chavara Cultural Centre Del-
hi and CMC Amal Jyothi Region
Jaipur are together organizing
a Family Quiz in January 2024
based on the teachings and mes-
sages of St Kuriakose Elias Cha-
vara for the Catholic families, in
Delhi under the patronage of the
Evangelisation and Pastoral De-
partment of CMI Congregation,
in association with Delhi Syro Ma-
labar Youth Movement (DSYM)
DSYM Unit in St Kuriakose Elias
Chavara Parish at Harinagar with
the help of Catechism Depart-
ment.

This e-Quiz program includes
every parish within the Faridabad
Diocese, Delhi Arch- Diocese
and Syro-Malankara diocese of
Gurgaon with the goal of foster-
ing knowledge, community spirit,
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and a deeper understanding of
the family values and messages
advocated by St. Kuriakose Elias
Chavara.

KRISTU MAHOTSAV -2023

Chavara Cultural Centre, Delhi,
is set to host "KRISTU MAHOT-
SAV -2023" an Inter-religious
Ecumenical Christmas Celebra-
tion scheduled for 16t December
2023 at 05:00 PM on words.

The festive event will take place
at the Diocesan Community Cen-
tre (DCC), Sacred Heart Cathe-
dral Catholic Church, New Delhi.

With afocus onunity and inclusiv-
ity, the celebration will feature the
participation of specially-abled
children from various Christian
Charitable Organisations in U.P,
Haryana, and Delhi.

Hon'ble Justice CT. Ravikumar
the Sitting Judge of the Supreme
Court of India will inaugurate the
function and Dr.Fr. Martin Mal-

lath CMI General Councilor for
Education and Media, CMI con-
gregation will preside over the
function.

The event anticipates the pres-
ence of Bishops from Catholic and
Ecumenical Churches, Represent-
atives from different religions,
Ministers, Members of Parlia-
ment, and other secular leaders.

PR 1 s

| et
¢ Chavara Cultural Centre, Delhi

‘ organises

KRISTU MAHOTSAV - 2023

. Bl
FI I

Include Everyone Exclude None

Celebration

with specially abled children

+ Inter-religious Ecumenical Christmas

9 Diocesan Community Centre (DCC),

Sacred Heart Cathedral Catholic Church,
New Delhi

21 6.12.2023 saturday at 05.00 pm

CELEBRATING DIVERSITY - CELEBRATING BHARAT

I

/.P‘\ CHAVARA CIHIITIIRAI CENTRF DFIHI

It is nol hard to obey
when we love the one
whom we obey.

- St Ignalius of Loyola
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Fr. Thomas Panthaplackal

“Oru Nalla Appante Chavarul”, of
our St Kuriakose Elias Chavara
has competed 155 years. The
commanding moral force behind
this text, all through the years,
prove that it was coming from a
progenitor and a spiritual head
who wrote it with the Divine as-
sistance as he had mentioned in
the introduction. More than 35
editions of this small booklet in
100 years with lakhs of copies
also amazes us about the influ-
ence of its message in the society.

As St. Chavara foresaw the calam-
ities going to happen in families
due to the absence of love, peace,
order, fraternal charity, fear of
God and justice, he gives practi-
cal instructions how a Christian
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A brief exposition on the
Testament of
a Loving Father

family can become the image of
heaven.

Even though the original text in
the manuscript form has only 24
small pages, each line in them
bring out some practical sugges-
tions for a better family. St. Cha-
vara’s Chavarul is a 40 point Mag-
na Carta on family life.

HistoricallPerspectivelof;
thejText

St. Chavara's text on Family (13
February 1868) was the first com-
prehensive instruction manual
on family in the catholic church,
even though not given in the form
of a decree for the whole Church.
Though it was given to his parish-
joners, it appeared universal in
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character as it was received by
families in Kerala irrespective of
religious differences. Prior to this
document, it seems that there
was only one magisterial teaching
on marriage promulgated by the
Council of Trent (1545-1563). It
was in answer only to the Prot-
estant Reformers on the issue of
marriage, but not as an instruc-
tion manual for families. Since
then, no comprehensive and au-
thoritative document on family
has come out in the church previ-
ous to ‘The Testament of a Loving
Father’ of St Chavara.

IStiKuriakoselEliasiWrotell
Inspired|by/Divinelllightiand|
by,DiscernmentiofithelSpiriH

Realizing the calamities going
to happen in the families where
love, peace, order, fraternal char-
ity and fear of God are missing,
St Chavara meditated to find out
solutions and prayed for Divine
Assistance, as he has mentioned
in the introduction. After getting
the Divine Light from above only
he started writing the directives
as an Instruction Manual for the
families.

Since he wrote it with the Divine
Inspiration, the Testament re-
mains as a true guide to families
for more than 155 years. Because
of its worth in renewing the fam-
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ilies, many many thousands and
lakhs of copies of the text were
circulated among the families in
more than 35 editions since 1868.

It is also a fact that many retreat
preachers and animation teams
are making use of this Testament
of St Chavara for their renewal
programmes related to family,
youth and children.

fliheltextiReflects;
EourgBiblical

l. The Last Blessings of Ja-
cob to his sons. Here Jacob tells
about the future of his children
and then what is right and what
is wrong in them. (Gen, 49: 1-27)

. The Last Testament of
Moses to the people of Israel.
Here Moses blesses them giv-
ing instructions according to
the standards they kept in life.
(Deut.33:1-29)

Il Farewell Discourse of Je-
sus to His disciples in which Jesus
promises them the gift of love and
life and what is expected of them
(John 13:31-16:33)

IV. The last Exhortation of St.
Paul to the Elders of the Church
at Ephesus. There he says that he
was not lazy in giving them direc-
tives needed for their life. (Acts
20: 18-25)
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The above biblical texts reveal
that the writers of the scriptures
wrote it as exhortations and di-
rections at the end of their earth-
ly life. They mend in them renew-
al of life of the people of God. St
Chavara in his writings also gives
discourses and guidelines aiming
at the renewal of families. He also
wrote the instruction manual at
the end of his life.

ihelMainltopicsiofiDiscussion|
inithejTestamenty

e Act of love and service in the
family (10,11)

e Prayer and sacramental
life in the family (Testament,
16,17.19.20)

e Charitable life in the family
(Testament, 13,14,17)

e Healthy relationship among
the members (Testament,
10,11,12,13,19,20,21)

e How to handle wealth and
money transactions in the family
(Testament, 11,12, 13,14,15)

e Upbringing of children in the
family (Testament, 18-22)

e Modesty and holiness of chil-
dren in the family (Testament,
16,19,20)

e Education of the childrenin the
family (Testament, 17,19)
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e Books for spiritual enrichment
and knowledge, a treasure in the
family (Testament 17)

e Choosing marriage partners
and friends (Testament, 12,13,21)

e |ndustriousness in the family
(Testament, 13,14)

e Act of mercy and patience in
the family (Testament 17)

e Dealing with the poor people
(Testament, 15,16)

e Practice of humility and avoid-
ance of extravagance (Testament
3,4,5,6)

e The servants in the family and
their spiritual care (Testament,
15,16,17)

e Keeping the days of obligation
(Testament 22,23)

e The time table and the use of
time in the family (Testament, 24)

e Don't allow and entertain gos-
sip and loose talks (Testament
10,11,13)

e The discipline in the family
(Testament, 18,20,21)

e Festivals and celebrations in
the family (Testament, 20)

e The fear of God in the family
(Testament, 12,13,14)

e Justice and peace in the family
(Testament, 14, 15,16,17,20)
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e Responsibility of the parents in
forming children in Christian val-
ues (Testament, 1-16)

0 Responsibility of children to-
wards parents, and society (Tes-
tament, 16)

The subtitles of the testament
alone will be enough to explain
the importance of the content of
the text.

JApproachito\VariousjTopicsiin
thejText;

St. Chavara applies Scripture,
Moral Theology, Philosophy, Psy-
chology, wealth assement theo-
riesand Spirituality indealingwith
various subjects. He uses similes,
maxims, philosophical thoughts,
stories, parables, life events, etc,,
in expounding his teachings on
family, creating practical and in
depth convictions in the readers.

Itisawonder how cana manwho
had no educational qualification
other than the primary education
in Kalari and training in the pa-
rochial seminary, could present
a study covering the above men-
tioned aspects, especially, from
the background of 19th century
Kerala.

IStYCGhavarasiDefinitionlon
Familyfand(Ghildren)

St. Chavara’s definition on family
and on children alone will suffice
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to identify the value and worth of
the document. The text runs like
this:

“A good Christian family is the im-
age of heaven, when members live
in unity by the bond of blood and
daffection, duly respecting and obey-
ing the parents, walking peacefully
before God and people, seeking
eternal salvation according to each
one's proper state of life.”(Testa-
ment,10)

Five foundational elements in
the definition

1. Anthropological foundation in
family relationship:

-God created humankind in His
image (Gen.1.27)

- | will make him a helper as part-
ner (Gen: 1:27, 2: 18 -24)

Saint Chavara - with the bond of
blood and affection (Testament, 10)

2. Communitarian Foundation as
asocial being:

-God created them male and fe-
male and not to live alone but as
partners (Gen. 1:27; 2:18-24)

Saint Chavara - Members living to-
gether in unity (Testament, 10)

3. Foundation of God’s creative
authority through parents rec-
ognized:

-Be fruitful and multiply and fill
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the earth and subdue it (Gen. 1:
28)

Saint Chavara - Respect and obedi-
ence to parents (Testament, 10)

4. Foundation of God’s Com-
mandment of Love:

-Love God and Love your neigh-
bor (Mt. 22:36-40; Jn.13:34, 35)

Saint Chavara - walk peacefully
before God and fellow beings (Tes-
tament, 10)

5. Foundation of Divine Call:

- Every state of life among the
family members on earth is a
special call from God aiming for
eternity with God (Mk. 3:30; Lk.
18:18-22; Jn. 14:1-6)

Saint Chavara - Seek eternal sal-
vation according to each one’s
proper state of life (Testament, 10,
21[14))

St. Chavara defines who the chil-
dren are and the duties of the par-
ents towards them:

“Children are sacred treasures
entrusted to the parents by God.
Know you that these children have
been entrusted to your hands, to
be purified with the most precious
blood of the Lord, to be trained up
in His service and to be returned to
Him on the judgment day.” (Testa-
ment, 18)
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Fourfold|Dutieslofithe]Parents;

1. Children are gifts from God en-
trusted to take care of them (Tes-
tament, 18)

2. Help them to be purified with
the most Precious Blood of Christ

by a sacramental life (Testament,
18)

3. They are to be trained up in
God'’s service (Testament, 18)

4. They are to be returned to God
on the judgment day as holy souls
(Testament, 18)

ISt¥ChavaralllooksiatiEamilyj
{irem Tires Anglks

1. Family in the plan of God:

Family is the image of heaven on
earth (Testament, 10)

e Holy Trinity, the best heavenly
model of unity and totality.

o Heavenis a place of love

e Holy Family the best earthly
model of sharing and caring

e Family is the little heaven on
earth (Testament, 10,11)

2.Familyinthe planof the Church
- the domestic Church (Vat. 1)

Family is the basic sacramental
community in the church.

e In the definition of family, St.
Chavara bases the family in rela-
tion to eternal salvation (Testa-
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ment, 10)

e |nthe definition of the children,
he explains children as gifts from
God, to be purified in the church
through the sacramental life (Tes-
tament, 11, 14, 16, 17, 18, etc)

e Family is committed to the
Church by living in it and by serv-
ing the people of God. Do good to
all (Testament, 14)

3. Family in the plan of the soci-
ety:

Family exists in relation to indi-
vidual’s religion, culture, tradi-
tion and society.

e Family is a call to live togeth-
er as husband and wife, parents,
children and brothers and sisters
with a social bond (Testament, 10)

e Bond of blood and love in the
family as unifying elements and
inseparable social bond in the
church, giving self identity (Testa-
ment, 10)

e The blessings and honour in
a family consist in the peaceful
co-existence (Testament, 10, 11)

e Prayerinthefamilyisaspiritual
and social bond which makes the
members a tolerant and forgiving
community (Testament, 18[24])

St. Chavara gave his testament
for the generations to come. That
is why he mentioned that even
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after his death his words may live
forever. Let us hear the words of
St. Chavara: “Hence | am leaving
this document for you, in my own
handwriting. This script will live
even after | am dead. So | entrust
this to my children to be pre-
served as a treasure.”

It was really a moment of pride
for the Indian church, when “The
testament of a Loving Father” (in
Italian and English), of St. Chavara
had been presented to the Holy
Father and Synod Fathers of the
special Synod on Family life in
Rome in the year 2014-15 to en-
rich their study on family.

ilhelroleloflEMllinjthe)
RenewallofiEamilies;

e In the renewal of Families
CMl’'s were the pioneers to
preach the parish retreats. Our
founding fathers and the first
members started this service in
the Kerala Church.

e Many of them were such
mob-pullers that on Sundays,
when people came to know the
presence of the fathers in that
locality, people and parish priest
used to compel them to preach in
the Church, calling the people by
ringing the Church bell.

e |n groups of two or three they
went to the families and settled
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the family quarrels during the re-
treats.

e Our fathers propagated many
devotional practices like Eucha-
ristic adoration, devotion to Sa-
cred Heart, Blessed Virgin Mary,
St. Joseph, Souls in purgatory,
May month devotion, Rosary,
Scapular etc. These practices
helped the people to renew their
spirit.

e Now how do we involve in the
family apostolate?

e Are we upholding the charism
of family apostolate in our times?
Our founder also restricted our

unnecessary involvement with

the families.

e Our lethargy in retreat preach-
ing and family apostolate is now
seriously criticized.

e How do we meet the challeng-
es and help the people of God in
this regard?

e How do we guide the families
using the ‘Testament’ and propo-
gate the messages of our founder,
aunique practical manual for fam-
ilies?

NB: All quotes from the book “Tes-
tament of a Loving Father’, 2014
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acter. All the apostolic activties
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1831
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-First they came to the socialists

and | did not speak out, because |
was not a socialist.

76

-Then they came for the trade un-
ionists ie, communists and | did not
speak out because | was not a trade
unionist.

-Then they came for the Jews and |
didn’'t speak out because | was not
alew.

-Then they came for me and then
there was no one left out to speak
for me.
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Fr. Cyril Kuttiyanikkal CMI won

“James Massey Subaltern Studies Award”
for his title, Christ Devotees

published in 2022-2023.

He was conferred with a citation

and a cash award of Rs 10,000/.

THE EYE ONLY SEES
WHAT THE MIND IS PREPARED TO COMPREHEND.
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e Rev. Fr Prosper Komban CMI
(95), a member of St Paul Prov-
ince, Bhopal was called to eter-
nal reward on 18 July 2023.
The funeral service was held
on Wednesday, 19 July 2023 at
Sagar bhavan, Thrissur.

¢ Rev. Fr. Sunny Ukken CMI (71),
a member of Preshitha Province,
Coimbatore, was called for his
eternal reward on Tuesday, 22
August 2023. The funeral service
was held on Thursday, 24 August
at Little Flower Church, Karimba.

e Rev. Fr. Antony Manjaly CMI
(82), a member of CMI Preshi-

CARMELASANDESAM | DECEMBER 2023

tha Province, Coimbatore, was
called for his eternal reward on
Wednesday, 23 August 2023. The
funeral service was held on Fri-
day, 25 August 2023 at Bharatha-
matha Ashram, Palakkad.

o Rev.Fr.Jose Padayatty CMI(83),
a member of Sacred Heart Prov-
ince, Kochi, was called for his eter
nal reward on Friday, 29 Septem-
ber 2023. The funeral service was
held at Assumption Monastery,
Neeleeswaram.

e Rev. Fr Kurian Vengathanam
CMI (77), a member of St Joseph
Province, Kottayam was called
to eternal reward on 08 October
2023. The funeral service was
held on October 10, 2023 at St Jo
hn’s Monastery, Mutholy.

e Rev. Fr George Kalathil CMI
(75), a member of St Thomas
Province, Kozhikode was called
to eternal reward on 13 October
2023. The Funeral was held on 14
October 2023 at Lourde’s Mon-
astery, Koodathai near Thamar-
assery

e Rev. Fr Joseph Kaimalayil CMI
(85), a member of Carmel Prov-
ince, Muvattupuzha was called to
eternal reward on 08 November
2023. The Funeral was held on 09
November 2023 at Carmel Mon-
astery, Vazhakulam.
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FR. PROSPER KOMBAN, CMI
1928-2023
Birth :21/06/1928 Profession :15/10/1947
Ordination :06/12/1955 Death :18/07/2023

Fr. Prosper Komban (95), the senior most priest of the CMI Congrega-
tion, a zealous pioneering missionary of St. Paul Province Bhopal, MP,
passed away on July 18,2023. He remained active until mid-May 2023.
Following a fall in his room, his health gradually deteriorated. He was
urgently hospitalized on the night of July and breathed his last at 1:15
amon July 18,2023, while still in the hospital.

The funeral service took place on Thursday, July 20, 2023. The first
part was held at Santhwanam AIMS Amala Nagar, Thrissur, officiated
by Rev. Fr. Jose Nandhikkara, Provincial of Devamatha Province, Thris-
sur. The second part of the funeral service was led by Rev. Fr. Biju Vada-
kkel, the General Councillor, at Sagar Bhavan, Thrissur. The third part
and the funeral Mass were presided over by Mar. Tony Neelamkavil,
the Auxiliary Bishop of Thrissur Archdiocese. Concelebrants included
Rev. Fr. Biju Vadakkel CMI, General Councillor, Fr. Cyril Kuttiyanickal,
Provincial of St. Paul Province Bhopal, Fr. Jose Nandhikkara, Provincial
of Devamatha Province Thrissur, and Fr. Saju Chakkalackal, Provincial
of Preshitha Province Coimbatore. Fr. Michael Palamparambil CMlI,
delivered a touching panegyric. Mar Andrews Thazhath, Archbishop
of Thrissur, presided over the final part of the funeral ceremony. CMI
members from various provinces, numerous other priests and religious

)




Fr. Prosper Komban was born on June 21, 1928, as the second child _

among eight siblings, to pious parents Komban Nellissery Devassykutty

his sisters-Ritha, Kochannam, and Cicily-followed the spiritual path o
Fr. Prosper and entered religious life (Fathima Sisters, Apostolic Car-
mel, and FCC).

Fr. Prosper received his primary education first at Kandasankadavu
Parish School and later at the Government English Medium School,
Kandasankadavu. He began serving Holy Mass (Syriac) at the age of 12,
displaying a keen interest in learning the Syriac language. He joined the
Aspirants House at Pavaratty at the age of 14 and completed his High
School studies at St. Joseph High School, Pavaratty. After completing
SSLC, he went to Mannanam to study Latin and Syriac for two years.
Later, he completed his Novitiate and Postulancy, making his First Pro-
fession on October 15, 1947. Three years later, on October 15, 1950,
he made his final commitment. He was ordained a priest at Mannanam
by Mar Mathew Kavukkatt, Bishop of the Changanassery Diocese, on
December 6, 1955, followed by a two-year post-ordination course.

His ministry began as Novice Master and later Rector of the Aspirants
at Varandarapilly and Irinjalakuda, roles he greatly enjoyed. He eagerly
desired to become a missionary in North India, and when the opportu-
nity arose, he joined the Sagar Mission on January 1, 1969. He chose
to dedicate himself to strenuous work in remote villages of the Raisen
District, including Intkheri, Majooskalam, Semerikalam, and Sironj. He
also spent many years in formation houses for both men (CMI Novitiate
Houses and Seminaries) and women (Benedictine Sisters and Sisters of
Jesus), serving as a Spiritual Father and Confessor. Fr. Prosper placed
utmost importance on his priestly and religious commitments, making
himself accessible to the people of God at all times. His amiability and
availability earned him the title "Loving Star at the Confessional" in
Thrissur. He served at the confessional Bishops, Priests, and Religious
as well as the common people. He was frequently invited to churches,
ashrams, and Convents in and around Thrissur for pastoral services.
People often wanted his presence and blessing on auspicious occasions
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With expertise in Latin and Syriac languages, he was often invited to
lecture in seminaries and approached by researchers to translate Latin
and Syriac texts into English.

Let us express our gratitude to the Almighty Lord for the blessings that
the CMI Congregation and the people of God have received through Fr.
Prosper. Let us pray that the risen Lord may grant him eternal joy and
peace in His kingdom.

REV. FR. SUNNY UKKEN CMI
(1952-2023)
Birth :18/05/1952 Profession :16/05/1973
Ordination :19/03/1982 Death :22/08/2023

Rev. Fr. Sunny Ukken, a member of Carmel Bhavan, Hosur, who was on
treatment at Amala Hospital, Thrissur, due to a stroke for two weeks,
was called to his eternal reward at 3 pm on 22 August 2023.

He was a saviour of the destitute and a voice of the voiceless during
his lifetime. Fr. Sunny Ukken literally practised what his Master taught
him: he found Christ in the outcasts, the poor, and the abandoned, and
attended to their needs with generosity and graciousness. Responding
to the call of his Master, he gave shelter to Jesus, who appeared in dif-
ferent forms. He has left behind a great legacy of philanthropic services
inspired by the Gospel teachings and relying totally on the Divine Prov-
idence.

Fr. Sunny Ukken CMI was born on 18 May 1952 at Kalparambu, Thris-
surdistrict, inthe Diocese of Irinjalakuda, as the third son of Mr. Ouseph
and Rani. During his childhood days, he was associated with the activ-
ities of Cherupushpa Mission League which later implanted in him an
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ardent desire to become a missionary. After completing his secondary _
education, he joined St. Pius X Aspirants’ House at Varandarappilly in”
1970 and began his journey of religious life. He surrendered complete-/
ly to God through his first profession on 16 May 1973 at St. Teresa’s
Monastery at Kottamuri, Mala. He completed his studies in philosophy
and theology at Dharmaram College and bachelor’s degree at Christ
College, Bangalore. Though he opted to be a missionary in Sagar Re-
gion, due to health issues, before his Ordination, he joined Preshitha
Province, Coimbatore. He was ordained a Priest by the late Bishop Mar
Joseph Irimpen on 19 March, 1982.

Fr. Sunny served Preshitha Province in various capacities: Assistant
Parish Priest at Little Flower Church (Saibaba Colony), Novice Team
Member at Preshitha College (Saravanampatty), Assistant Rector and
later Rector of Aspirants at St. Thomas Ashram (Kozhinjampara), Nov-
ice Master at Arul Malar Illam (Saravanampatty), and Parish Priest at
St. Antony’s Church (Kozhinjampara), Mount Carmel Church (Thirup-
pur), Little Flower Church (Karimba), and Alphonsa Church (Vettathur).
He was also a member of Sacred Heart Ashram (Perinthalmanna) and,
along with Fr. Dunstan Olakkangil, he led simple life for one year at Ku-
lakkattukurissy. He had also served as the Assistant Director at Preshi-
tha Service Society (Pollachi). But most of his religious and priestly life
was spent as the prophetic voice of the Akasaparavakal, the home for
the destitute, in Karimba and Vettathur. Listening to the call of CMI
General Synaxis for people’s participation, he boldly ventured into this
mission and worked out an innovative model by himself. Being with the
people, he proved that, like his Master, he sided with and lived for the
“hunted’ by giving a Gospel-based vision to the ‘hunters’. It was dur-
ing his tenure as the Superior of Lisieux Home and the Parish Priest of
Little Flower Church, Karimba, the idea of Akasaparavakal dawned on
him, and Thrithwashramam, the home for the destitute, came into being
with the collaboration of a magnanimous group of Catholic lay people.
The final resting place for these ‘makkal’ (he called them children), was
also materialised by acquiring a plot of land to bury them with dignity
and decorum. Once he transferred his responsibility to the young and
ust-worthy hands, he moved to Vettathur, Perinthalmanna, and a sim- .
/‘/ilar institution was started with the support of the parishioners of St. -
Alphonsa Church. He can be rightly called ‘the Mother Teresa of Palak- w
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kad’. He also emphasised the importance of Home Mission and reached
out to the families and helped them to be good parents to their children.

Fr. Sunny was shifted to Preshitharam CMI Centre, Mannuthy, for bet-
ter treatment as both his kidneys stopped functioning due to high dia-
betics. While he was under treatment at Amala Hospital, he was called
for his eternal reward. “I have fought the good fight, | have finished the
race, and | have kept the faith. Henceforth, there is laid up for me the
crown of righteousness” (2 Tim 4:7). These words of St. Paul have be-
come true in the life of Fr. Sunny. He was laid to rest at Little Flower
Church, Karimba.

The first part of the funeral service was held at Preshitharam CMI Cen-
tre, Mannuthy, which was led by Fr. Thomas Chathamparampil, Prior
General. His mortal remains were then taken to Thrithwashramam
(Akasaparavakal), Karimba, for the inmates to pray for him and to pay
him last respects and, later, to Little Flower Church, Karimba, for the
funeral ceremonies. The Requiem Holy Qurbana was presided over
by Mar Jacob Manathodath, Bishop Emeritus of Palakkad. Fr. Josey
Thamarassery, Vicar General, Fr. Jose Nandhikkara, Provincial of De-
vamatha Province, Fr. Saju Chackalackal, Provincial of Preshitha Prov-
ince, Coimbatore, and so many priests, religious, political leaders, laity,
and a large crowd attended the funeral ceremonies. Fr. Poly Payyappilly
preached a touching homily emphasising the enormous contributions
of Fr. Sunny to the Province and to the society at large.

Let us give thanks to God for the gift of Fr. Sunny Ukken to Preshitha
Province and to the CMI Congregation, and get inspiration from him to
go to the fringes of the society and to serve the least, last, and the lost.
May the Risen Lord grant him the fitting reward for his exemplary life
on earth!

As memberrs of CMI fraternity, let us pray for Fr. Sunny Ukken by offer-
ing the suffrages for the dead in the tenor CMI Directory, No. 58.




REV. FR. ANTONY MANJALY CMI
(1941-2023)

Birth :17/04/1941 Profession :15/05/1961
Ordination :17/05/1970 Death :23/08/2023

Rev. Fr. Antony Manjaly, a loving son of God and a compassionate soul,

I . was born as the fifth son of Mr. Ittoop and Mrs. Eliaon 17 April, 1941 at

\ Jarandarappilly, Kerala. After his schooling, with a desire to serve God

“and humanity, and to quench his insatiable thirst to serve God, he joined

the Aspirants' House of the CMI congregation on 13 July, 1958. He

completed his studies in philosophy and theology at Dharmaram Col-

lege, Bengaluru, in the years 1965-1967 and 1967-1970 respectively.

He made his first profession on 15 May, 1961 and perpetual profession

on 16 May, 1964. Following many years of fruitful formation, he was
ordained a religious priest on 17 May, 1970.

He did influential and significant service in the field of education, com-
munity building, and pastoral ministry. After Ordination, Fr. Antony
Manjaly was ascribed to Saint Teresa's Monastery, Ambazhakad; he was
the director of pious associations and coordinated the CRS programme
during 1971-1973. He was appointed Director of Boys' Home, Pavarats
ty, and Assistant Vicar, Palayur, during 1973-1974. He also offert
services as the Assistant Vicar at Elthuruthu in 1974 and coordina
CRS programme. During his tenure as coordinator of CRS, with the
of the parishioners, he built ten houses for the poor. Being a member of M £
Preshitha Provincial House, Coimbatore, he organised village e&osure \
programmes at Saravanampatty during 1980-1981. He was the Supe4# . e
rior at St. Joseph Monastery, Shoranur, during 1981- 1984. \gle' wa 6
member of Carmel Monastery, Erode, during 1984-1985, whi
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offered his §ervigés at Carmel School. He plaﬁéyé‘sjgﬁiﬁcant role as a
teacher, and also served in the offices of Manager and Bursar at Bhar-
athamatha Higher Secondary School, Palakkad; simultaneously, he also
served as the Vicar of Good Shepherd Church and Chaplain of Assisi
Convent, Kanjikode, Palakkad, during 1985-1990. During his tenure as
the Vicar of St. Antony’s Church, Walayar, Palakkad, he had played a
major role in the construction of the church.

He completed MA in Religious Belief from KU Leuven, Belgium, dur-
ing 1990-1991. He served at Preshitha College (later Arul Malar
[llam), Saravanampatty, as a novitiate team member during 1991-
1992. He rendered pastoral services at Kozhinjampara from 1993 to
1997. He dispensed inspiring and exhilarating service as a teacher at
Viswadeepthi Matriculation Higher Secondary School, Pollachi, during
1997- 2000. His presence as a novitiate team member at Little Flower
Novitiate (Saint Teresa’s Monastery), Ambazhakad, during 2000-2002,
was inspirational and praiseworthy. Being a member of Viswadeepthi
Monastery, Pollachi, Fr. Antony served again Viswadeepthi Matricula-
tion Higher Secondary School as its Bursar during 2005-2006.

He spent his next eight years as a member at Little Flower Aspirants’
House, Pollachi, playing a pivotal role in the formation of future priests
through his edifying and exemplary priestly and religious life. He con-
tinued his religious services at Saint Joseph Monastery, Shoranur, from
2017. Owing to his physical ailments, in 2018, he had been shifted to
Preshitharam CMI Centre, Mannuthy, in view of proximity to medical
services. Though he was a member of Saint Joseph Monastery, Shora-
nur, he spent the final phase of his life at Preshitharam.

He was a profoundly spiritual person equipped with an abundance of
faith; he found joy in prayer as well as in the presence of his community
members. He not only preached about friendship, fellowship, and fra-
ternity, but practised those virtues in his daily life. He was known for his
warm and generous hospitality. Due to his ardent love for nature, es-
pecially in taking care of flower gardens, Fr. Antony was affectionately
called by the members of the Preshitha Province as Udyanapalakan.

He suffered for long from diabetics, blood pressure, and kidney-relat-
ed ailments. While undergoing treatment at Amala Hospital, Thrissur,
leaving an indelible mark in the hearts of many, he reached the benev-




olent feet of God on Wednesday, 23 August, 2023 at 10:30 am after
receiving the last unction and the Holy Communion.

The mortal remains of Fr. Antony Manjaly were brought to Preshithar-
am, Mannuthy, and were kept in the Chapel on 25 August, 2023 for
the public to pay homage. At Preshitharam, the first part of the funer-
al ceremony was led by Fr. Martin Mallath CMI, General Councillor for
Education and Communication Media, and Fr. Paulson Paliakkara CMI,
General Councillor for Finance and Agriculture. Later, his mortal re-
mains were taken to Bharathamatha Ashram, Palakkad, where the sec-
ond part of the funeral services was officiated by Fr. Biju Vadakkel CMl,
General Councillor for Social Apostolate and Healthcare.

Final adieu was proffered in the presence of many reverend Fathers,
Sisters, family members of Fr. Antony Manijaly, and faithful. The funeral
Requiem Mass was solemnized by His Excellency Mar Joseph Kunnath,
Bishop Emeritus of Adilabad and batchmate of Fr. Antony, together
with Fr. Biju Vadakkel CMI (General Councillor), Fr. Saju Chackalack-
al CMI (Provincial of Preshitha Province, Coimbatore), Fr. Jose Nan-
dhikkara CMI (Provincial of Devamatha Province, Thrissur), Fr. Wilson
Chakkyath CMI (Vicar Provincial), Fr. Jeejo Chalackal (Vicar General,
Eparchy of Palakkad), Fr. Jose Manjaly (Vicar General, Eparchy of Ir-
injalakuda), and Fr. Paul Thekkiniyath CMI (Saint Joseph Monastery,
Shoranur). In his inspiring homily, Fr. Winson Moyalan CMI highlighted
the religious and priestly virtues of Fr. Antony Manjaly and the legacy
of simplicity and religious decorum that he has left behind. Following
the Requiem Mass, Fr. Antony Manjaly was interred in the cemetery at
Bharathamatha Ashram, Palakkad.

Let us thank the Lord for the blessings the CMI congregation, Preshi-
tha Province, and people of God have received through the edifying and
exemplary life of Fr. Antony Manjaly CMI and let us pray that the risen
Lord grant him the everlasting joy and peace. Let us pray for him by of-
fering the suffrages for the departed members of the CMI Congrega-
tion in the tenor of CMI Directory, Article 58.
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