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We have inaugurated the “CMI Year of Education” on 1 ay 2025.
As the CMI Education Vision states, for us CMIs, education means the
“Integral Formation of the Human Person.” It urges us to look beyond
conventional success and form individuals who are intellectually com-
petent, emotionally resilient, ethically grounded, socially responsible,
and spiritually mature.

Integral formation is about holistic moulding of the human mind. True
education extends beyond textbooks, encompassing every facet of our
being. Intellect is crucial, but equally vital are emotional intelligence, so-
cial skills, physical well-being, and a moral compass. When these dimen-
sions are nurtured harmoniously, individuals become well-rounded, ad-
aptable, and contributing members of society.

This perspective challenges the idea that education is solely for profes-
sional success. Overemphasis on excellence alone risks producing bril-
liant people who lack compassion and empathy. The integral approach,
however, fosters critical thinking with compassionate action, and inno-
vation with ethical considerations. It teaches us not just what to learn,
but how to live as well.

Acknowledging challenges of our young generation like academic pres-
sure and digital distractions, this “CMI Year of Education” invites us to
re-prioritize the objectives of our educational endeavours. Let us con-
sciously design educational environments that integrate these vital di-
mensions, serving the whole person.

As we go ahead in this CMI Year of Education, let us redefine success.
Let us build educational ecosystems that transform, inspire, and teach
us not just to make a living, but truly how to live as better human beings.
By nurturing the whole person, we shape better individuals and a more
humane future for all.

Fr Thomas Chathamparampil CMI
Prior General




Editorial

“When | had one bed and some books, | was very happy. Now, with nine hens
and a rooster, | am very worried. My newfound wealth has made me heartless.
Whenever | bought a new hen, | would tie it to a tree for two days to erase the
memory of its old home from its mind. Then, | made a fence around my plot to
keep the hens from escaping, and built a cage to protect them from foxes. | now
divided mankind into two: |, the owner of the hens, and everyone else, who
would surely try to steal them. | saw others as thieves and looked venomously
at my neighbor.

My rooster was young. My neighbor’s adult rooster jumped the fence and mat-
ed with my hens. | stoned him, and then my hens jumped the fence and went to
him. When | claimed the eggs they laid there, my neighbor hated me. My neigh-
bor’s hens entered my courtyard and ate the soaked barley | gave to my hens. |
considered them criminals, and killed one in my anger. My neighbor refused the
compensation | offered. He showed the killed hen to everyone, making the sto-
ry of my cruelty known to all. Since then, I've had to strengthen my fences and
increase my “war budget.” My neighbor has a ferocious dog. | am even thinking
of buying a revolver. Where is my peace? Suspicion and hatred have filled my

heart” (“Hens” by Rafael Barret, a Spanish writer from Paraguay)

The story chronicles a man’s descent from a life of contentment into one con-
sumed by paranoia and aggression, all triggered by the acquisition of nine hens
and arooster. “Mine,” he whispers, and suddenly, fences appear - not just physi-
cal barriers for his fowl, but invisible walls around his heart. “Thieves!” he rages,
seeing enemies in every shadow.

At first glance, this tale of a petty poultry farmer might seem far removed from
our consecrated life. We, as CMIs, have willingly renounced personal posses-
sions, embraced celibacy for the sake of the Kingdom, and surrendered our will
to the divine. Yet, Barrett’s stark narrative offers a powerful, even cautionary
tale for all who strive for a life dedicated to Christ.

Though we may not own hens, the human heart, left unguarded, is adept at find-
ing other forms of “ownership.” How easily can we become possessive of our
ministries, our roles, our ideas, or even our spiritual insights? “This is my pro-
ject,” we might subtly think. “These are my students,” or “This method, my way;, is
the only correct one.” Such subtle attachments can erect unseen fences around
our minds, fostering a similar paranoia. We might begin to view constructive
criticism as an attack, collaboration as an infringement, or different perspec-
tives as threats to “our” spiritual territory. Which is the last fence | made in my
heart recently?

Fr. Martin Mallath CMI
General Councillor for Education and Media.
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THE ROLE OF

CMIs

IN THE SEMINARY
FORMATION OF |
THE SYRO-MALABAR/|
CHURCH

A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE

Fr. Thomas Panthaplackkal CMI

There is a greater reason for us
going through the annals of sem-
inary formation in the Indian con-
text of the Syro-Malabar church
as our Founding Fathers were the
pioneers of common seminary
formation. The role played by the
CMls in the priestly formation
during the past 190 years in the
Syro-Malabar Church, in this re-
gard, also should catch our special
attention. This article is a small
attempt to elucidate in a histori-
cal perspective the contributions
of the CMIs in the priestly forma-
tion.

When qualified by the word ec-
clesiastical, seminary is reserved

to institutions established, in ac-
cordance with the decree of the
Council of Trent, for the training of
the catholic clergy. It differs from
the novitiate and the scholasti-
cate where members of religious
orders receive their spiritual and
intellectual formation. Seminary
isdiocesan, interdiocesan, provin-
cial or pontifical accordingly as a
seminary receives students from
a diocese, dioceses, provinces or
countries. Various subjects in phi-
losophy, theology, scripture, etc
are taught in a seminary. In a sem-
inary candidates for priesthood
are taught.

A priest is the representative of
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Christ among men; his mission
is to carry on Christ’s work for
the salvation of souls; in Christ’s
name and by his power, he teach-
es men what they ought to believe
and what they ought to do. He
forgives sins, and offers in sacri-
fice the Body and Blood of Christ.
His training, therefore, must be in
harmony with this high office and
consequently different in many
ways from the preparation for
secular professions. He must pos-
sess not only a liberal education
but also professional knowledge.
To teach candidates for the priest-
hood what a priest ought to know
and to make them what a priest
ought to be is the purpose of semi-
nary education. To this twofold end
everything in the form of studies
and discipline must be directed.

History of the Seminary Training

In the scanty records of the ear-
ly Roman Pontiffs we invariably
read the number of deacons,
priests, and bishops whom they
ordained. But although the train-
ing of the clergy was ever held to
be a matter of vital importance,
we may look in vain during the
first centuries for an organized
system of clerical education.

The training of priests was per-
sonal and practical. Boys and
young men attached to the ser-
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vice of a church assisted the bish-
ops and priests in the discharge
of their functions. By the exercise
of the duties of the minor orders,
they gradually learned to look
after the church, to read and ex-
plain Holy Scriptures, to prepare
catechumens for baptism and to
administer the sacraments.

The example of St. Augustinein It-
aly and elsewhere was a model for
sometime. A council heldin 529 at
Vaison, in Southern Gaul, exhorts
parish priests to adopt a custom
already obtaining in Italy, to have
young clerics in their house, and
toinstruct them with fatherly zeal
so as to prepare for themselves
worthy successors.

Then out of the local Episcopal
schools grew the medieval uni-
versities of Paris, Bolonga, Oxford
etc. In these universities Philoso-
phy, Theology, Canon Law held the
first rank and large proportions of
the students were ecclesiastics
or members of religious orders.
But there they received little or
no spiritual training. The colleges
in which they lived maintained
for a while good discipline. But in
less than a century the life of the
ecclesiastical students at the uni-
versities was no better than that
of the lay students. What was
lacking was character formation
and the practical preparation for



the ministry,

The Decree of the Council of
Trent

The system of seminary education
which has now become an essential
feature of the church’s life has its
origin only in the sixteenth century
in a Decree of the Council of Trent.
After the reformation the need
of a well-trained clergy was more
keenly felt.

On 15th July 1546, in the Twen-
ty-third session of the Council it
was solemnly proclaimed in its
form and remained the funda-
mental law of the church on the
education of priests. A historian
of the council, cardinal Pallavici-
ni, did not hesitate to call the in-
stitution of seminaries the most
important reform enacted by the
Council.

Seminary training in India

Almost the same or similar his-
tory we had in India about the
seminary training compared to
Europe. As in Europe, here also
the training was more personal
and functional. The training was
parish church centered as in Eu-
rope in the beginning. In the case
of India, it was more of a Gurukul
type of training which was cen-
tered on the residence of the teach-
er. Priests who were wellversed

in Scripture, Dogma and Morals
were given the title Malpan by
the ecclesiastical authority. Those
Malpans had the Malpanates or
parochial seminaries attached to
the parish churches where a few
candidates for priesthood were
accommodated.

Common Seminaries of
the early days

From 16 century onwards there
were some seminaries with more
students in common places at
Crangnore, Vaipicotta, Samba-
loor, Alangatt, Angamaly, Kadut
huruthy, Verapoly etc. G. T. Mc-
kenzie, in his "Christianity in Tra-
vancore’ writes about some of
the seminaries. The first bishop
of Goa, Joao Afonso de Albuquer-
que, sent a Franciscan Friar, Vin-
cent de Lagos to Cochin to work
among the Thomas Christians. Fa-
ther Vincent settled at Crangnore
in 1547 and opened a seminary
for the Syrian youths who wished
to study for priesthood. Many
joined there but it did not last for
long as the Syriac language, the
official one essential for the litur-
gical services was not taught in
the seminary.

The Jesuits settled at Vaipicotta or
Chennamangalam about one mile
from Crangnore and there built a
church and set up a printing press.
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In 1584 they opened a seminary
attached to the college they had
started in 1581. In this semi-
nary also members from Thomas
Christians were taught. When the
relationship between Mar Abra-
ham and Jesuits were broken, in
1590, the bishop refused to or-
dain the students of the Vaipicot-
ta seminary. When the Dutch
captured the Portuguese posses-
sions of Cochin in 1663, the Jes-
uits were expelled from Vaipicot-
ta. They shifted the seminary to
their house at Ambazhakad and in
1773, it was closed down.

In 1673 the Carmelite missionar-
ies built a church at Verapoly on
the land given rent-free by the
Raja of Cochin. On this land was
the residence of the Carmelite
bishops. G. T. Mackenzie says that
in 1682 a seminary was added to
the buildings at Verapoly at the
cost of the propaganda Congre-
gation of Rome. According to the
manuscript document of Puthen-
pally, the seminary at Verapoly was
started in the year 1767.

Franciscans, Dominicans, Jesuits
and Carmelites were the Europe-
an religious orders who worked
among the St. Thomas Christians
and who took initiative in start-
ing seminaries in Kerala. Mainly
because of their domination over
the Syrian churches and Rite, or
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because of the infight between
the missionaries themselves
things did not go smooth. In
course of time all the seminaries
established by the missionaries
were fell off except the one at Ve-
rapoly. It was the only major semi-
nary remained in the beginning of
the 19 century. Even though this
seminary at Verapoly was started
both for the Latins and Syrians,
only few Syrians were admitted
there. Blessed Chavara narrates a
bitter experience his friends and
himself had experienced at the
Varapuzha Seminary when they
went to study Latin. He writes:

“...(Palackal) thinking that if a few
study Latin it would be useful for
others also. He got permission
from the above mentioned bishop
Miles and a promise of help from
father Nicholas, who was very
much attached to him. He took us
three, as named above, to Verapo-
ly and left us to the care of father
Nicholas and asked us to stay in
one room west of the well and to
attend the Latin seminary. When
we went to the seminary the next
day, they refused to admit us and
to sit with them..”

So they had to suffer great humil-
iations in the seminary and when
they were accommodated in an
outhouse. Soon after they were
brought back to Pallipuram. The



situation of the so called Mal-
panates among the Syrians was
also not satisfactory as Chavara
narrates about it what he heard
from the experience of his own
Malpan, Thomas Palackal:

“In some of the parochial seminar-
ies Malpans showed more care
and interest in the studies of their
own relatives or those whom they
loved more and for the rest, just
taught the essentials of how to
conduct the Holy Mass and the
Divine Office.”

CMlIs and the common seminary
of the Syro-Malabar Church.

The CMI Congregation was start-
ed mainly to meet the needs
of the particular church, the
Syro-Malabar Church. So immedi-
ately after the inception of the first
house at Mannanam in 1831, the
founding fathers found it necessary
to start a theological seminary and
began one attached to the monas-
tery in 1833. It was a first step in
their common enterprise. It also
became the first organized com-
mon seminary exclusively for the
Syro-Malabarians, and the same
functioned up to 1894. It was a
fact that it started with two mem-
bers. Later it had to accommo-
date about 150 students at atime.

The success of the seminary at
Mannanam was very much appre-

ciated by the Archbishop Francis
Xavier, and he promoted Chavara
to be the Malpan of the seminary
in 1844. The appointment letter
follows as:

“Your eminent virtues and your
practical knowledge induce us
to appoint you as the examiner
of all priests of the Syrian Rite in
our Apostolic Vicariate and as
the Malpan of all ecclesiastical
sciences...”

Chavara also had the special
charge for giving the patent to the
newly ordained to hear confes-
sion and permission to preach in
the church. He had these special
duties and power granted by the
Bishop till his deathin 1871.

Archbishop Bernardine Baccinelly,
the Vicar Apostolic of Verapoly who
was so much impressed with the
formation of the priests who came
out from Mannanam seminary, or-
dered later, to start such seminaries
attached to all CMI monasteries.

According to the direction of
the Vicar Apostolics of the time,
seminaries were attached to the
CMI monasteries of Vazhaku-
lam in 1866, Elthuruth in 1868
and Pulincunnu in 1872 to train
the priests of the Syro-Malabar
Church. In these places the semi-
naries were established and man-
aged by the CMI fathers them-
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selves. It was also noted that most
of the priests trained at Mannan-
am and other seminaries of the
CMI withstood the grave blow of
the schism of Bishop Roccos in
1861 and the schism of Bishop
Melus in 1874.

The Convent-Converted
Seminary

In a manuscript document now
kept at the Carmelite convent of
Puthenpally, we see the details of
the land deed and a brief history
of the starting of a convent which
was later converted to a seminary
at Puthenpally. According to the
document preserved in the par-
ish church of Puthenpally, Father
Kuriakose Vadakkumchery, the
author of the manuscript docu-
ment, writes: “By the receipt of
the rent recorded on 4th of Kum-
bam (February) 1859, for estab-
lishing a convent of the Immacu-
late Conception of the Carmelite
Mother of God, two pieces of land
of the parish church, in four num-
bers, 68, 69, 70, 71 to the east
side of Atttiperu Angadi and to
its east..., as ordered by Bernardin
of St. Theresa, the Vicar Apostol-
ic of Malabar, to be given on an
ordinary rent basis and that he
would take the responsibility of
giving the rent through the con-
cerned party.” In the records of
Mathai Vaidyar, Menaikkodath,

10
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Puthenpally, the initiative of Kuri-
akose Elias Chavara in starting
a convent there and how it was
converted into a seminary later is
seen.

Saint Chavara had to sacrifice
the establishment of a convent
at Puthanpally, which was des-
tined for the Mother House of
the first indigenous congregation
for women. For after the confusion
that followed the intrusion of Bish-
op Roccos into the Kerala Church,
the Vicar Apostolic of Verapoly
requested Chavara to convert the
convent building to a seminary.

“That is, because of the reasons
written above, the work begun
for a large enclosure for a con-
vent had to be discontinued and
convert it into a seminary, as the
training of the priests was found
more necessary at the time than
the sisters.”

Thus in the convent building, es-
tablished in the name of Immac-
ulate Conception, the seminary
was started on 13 August 1866
with a new name, “The Apostolic
Seminary of Malabar”, having its
patron St. Joseph. By that time
except the seminaries at Mannan-
am, Vazhakulam, Elthuruth, all
other parochial seminaries were
suppressed and the seminary at
Puthenpally became the central



seminary of the Syro-Malabar
church. Later in 1872 a seminary
at Pulincunnu also was started
and all CMI seminaries remained
as regional seminaries. When the
Sacred Congregation for the Ori-
ental Churches was established
in Rome, Puthenpally seminary
came under the Sacred Congre-
gation. Slowly the seminary at
Verapoly was amalgamated into
the Puthenpally seminary and the
name of the seminary became "St.
Joseph’s Apostolic Seminary’.

Even though this seminary was
started and meant for the mem-
bers of the Syro-Malabar Church,
it happened to be under the con-
trol of the Carmelite missionaries
and Propaganda Congregation,
and particularly of the Apostolic
Vicariate of Verapoly. In effect,
the seminary came under the Lat-
ins.

When separate Vicariates were
established for the Syrians in
1887, CMI Congregation came
directly under the Holy See with a
Pontifical status. So the seminar-
ies managed by the CMls in differ-
ent parts of the Syrian Vicariates
as regional seminaries gradually
fell into the common seminary of
Puthenpally. Only the seminary at
Mannanam remained up to 1894
and then amalgamated into the
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Puthenpally seminary. This con-
vent-converted seminary was the
predecessor to the present pon-
tifical seminary of Mangalapuzha
as the seminary at Puthenpally
was shifted to here in 1932.

In the seminary formation and in
the renewal of the spiritual life of
the priests, Saint Chavara and his
religious members took special
care and initiative from the very
beginning of the CMI Congrega-
tion. They understood that the
well-being, growth in faith and
the salvation of the flock depend
very much on the shepherds of
the flock. So in his capacity both
as Malpan and “Vicar Gener-
al’, and with him his community,
worked for the spiritual renewal
of both the seminarians and cler-
gy. Saint Chavara prepared the
rubrics for the devotional cele-
bration of the Holy Mass. He also
put much effort into abridging
and compiling various Canonical
offices from the Syrian liturgical
books and from the Breviary, to
bring about uniformity in the Ca-
nonical prayers.

A period of priestly training
with other cultures:

Before closing down the common
seminary at Mannanam in 1894,
CMIs started the priestly training in
Mangalore by the initiative of Bish-
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op Charles Lavingne S.J., the Vicar
Apostolic of Kottayam, supported
by the Propaganda Congregation.
In 1890, they built a Carmelite
Hospice within the campus of St.
Joseph’s Inter diocesean Semi-
nary, Jeppu in Mangalore run by
the Jesuits. From 1904 onwards
a select few were sent to Man-
galore and others had their stud-
ies in Philosophy and Theology
attached to the monasteries of
Mutholy and Chethipuzha re-
spectively. During this period stu-
dents were also sent to the papal
seminary of Kandy, Sree Lanka,
and pontifical seminary at Pune.
Training outside Kerala helped
the students to live in different
cultures and to mix with various
types of people. This widened
their vision both in the develop-
ment of the congregation and in
the involvement of the priest-
ly training of the Syro-Malabar
members.

Seminary at Chethipuzha and
Re-union movement

Another important thing to be
noted about the seminary at
Chethipuzha is the involvement
of the seminary professors in the
re-union movement among the
Jacobite members.

“As a rule all the convert priests
spend a few days in the bungalow

12
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close to the monastery (seminary)
of Chethipuzha, where, under the
direct supervision of the fathers,
they make their retreat, prepare
themselves for confession and re-
ceive training in matters of faith
and the practical life of a catho-
lic priest. This kind of retreats
and religious instructions were
extended also to lay converts in
the same monastery. Many of the
convert priests even go through a
short course intheology at Cheth-
ipuzha”

In the Golden Jubilee Souvenir of
the Malankara re-union, 1980, we
see the involvement of the CMIs
in this regard, the leadership tak-
en by the seminary professors at
Chethipuzha, like fathers Placid,
Charles, Marcelin and Pious. It
was Fr. Placid who codified and
prepared the Canon Law and
sources (Fontes) of the Syro-Ma-
lankara Rite.

Dharmaram - A Role Model for
seminaries of Syro-Malabar
Church

As CMiIs took the initiative in ex-
panding the Syro-Malabar mission
outside of Kerala, it was their great
venture in shifting the major semi-
nary from Chethipuzha to Banga-
lore. The great visionary and main
architect of Dharmaram Major
Seminary, Fr. Jonas Thaliath, lat-



er the first bishop of Rajkot, gives
ample reasons for taking out the
major seminary from Kerala to
Bangalore. One important reason
he wrote from Rome in 1951 is as
follows:

“..Another reason in defence of
having the establishment outside
the region of Malabar is that in
the years to come, the existence
of the scholasticate outside Ma-
labar will certainly help develop-
ment of the Indian church. Here
in the Sacred Congregation and
to a great extent in Propaganta
Fide, it is the time when the ways
and means of doing our mission
work outside Malabar are being
explored. This | say, not because
| think anything spectacular will
immediately happen in this re-
gard. | note this down in the hope
that something will certainly
happen in this respect. So when
we have more possibilities than
ever for doing our mission work
outside Malabar, establishment
of scholasticate outside Malabar
will certainly expedite expansion
of our mission work. We will then
by creating an occasion for the In-
dian Hierarchy to hold us in high
esteem and put its trust in us. Not
only that, it will certainly be en-
gendering in our students more
desire for and willingness to mis-
sionary work.”

During the formal inauguration of
Dharmaram College on 23 Febru-
ary 1958, in the welcome speech
of the Prior General, Very Rev.
Fr. Maurus CMI, enlisted shortly
what would be the benefit of the
seminarians and through them
the outcome of the Seminary in
Bangalore. It seemed very clear
what the great visionary Fr. Jonas
intended, the far-sighted leader-
ship of Fr. Maurus brought into a
reality.

Now Dharmaram College became
the Pontifical Athanaeum with
number of faculties and with a new
name Dharmaram Vidya Kshetram
(DVK) which means the *“Temple of
Learning.” All faculties and cen-
tres like Centre for the Study of
World Religions (CSWR); Cen-
tre for Biblical and Theological
Studies (CBTS); Atmodaya, Cen-
tre for Psycho-Spiritual Devel-
opment, Centre for Eastern and
Indian Christian Studies (CEICS);
Centre for Dalit Solidarity (CDS);
and Jnanodaya, managed by the
CMC sisters are centres of DVK
for promoting research and spe-
cialization in various academic
fields, which are meant for the
Syro-Malabar and for the univer-
sal Church according to the mind
of Vatican ll.

It was under the auspices of
CSWR of Dharmaram that the

13

CARMELASANDESAM | JUNE 2025



centre for Indian and Inter-reli-
gious Studies (CIIS) was started
in Rome in September 1977, now
expanded another one to Chavara
International Centre, California.

Offshoots of Dharmaram.

Darsana Institute of Philosophy at
Wardha, Maharashtra and the Sa-
manvaya Theologate, Bhopal are
extension centres of the Congre-
gation. Darsana started in 1983,
is in fulfillment of the ideals pro-
posed by Vatican Il (A.G.16), for
the training of the mission orient-
ed seminarians, especially, those
who are to work in the North In-
dian missions. Darsana had three
basic orientations: Missionary,
Rural and Indian, trying to pres-
ent Christ in indigenous terms
and life style.

Samanvaya also is a daring step
taken by the Congregation in
1994. Many visionaries who fore-
saw the future of India, at large
and several Syro-Malabar mission
diocesesin particular, hituponthe
need of a contextualized theology
course for the students destined
to work in the missions. Darsana
means "Vision' and Samanvaya
means “Integration’ The vision of
the CMI congregation is to pene-
trate down to the soil of India and
integrate the Word of God with
the Indian culture.

14

CARMELASANDESAM | JUNE 2025

In this connection, it is good to
recollect the deep appreciation
the late Cardinal Joseph Parek-
kattil expressed in the attempts
of the congregation in indianizing
the Syro-Malabar liturgy:

“I am glad to note that the “Indi-
an Mass” composed by the CMI
fathers of Dharmaram College,
Bangalore, represents a pioneer
effort in the direction of the pro-
found Indianisation of Liturgy -
not only inregard to the externals
but also at the deeper level of its
inner spirit. Though not perfect in
itself, in a tangible manner it gives
the lie to the contention that the
Syro-Malabar liturgy is already
Indian and cannot be Indianised
further. Let us pray God that such
laudable initiatives may not be
nipped in the bud”

Here what Cardinal Parekkattil
encouraged was the initiative the
CMI Congregation took in the
adaptation of the Indian culture
and spirituality integrating them
into the Syro-Malabar Liturgy. It
was with the permission of Car-
dinal Parekkattil that the “Indi-
an Liturgy’ was experimented
and practiced in small groups for
many years. This was an attempt
of inculturation of liturgy for the
first time in India. But it did not
survive or continue as objection
came from the Syro-Malabar hi-



erarchy itself.

Open to other Dioceses and
other Religious Congregations:

Following the tradition established
by the early fathers, the CMlIs have
been giving philosophical and the-
ological training not only to their
own students but also to diocesan
and other religious clerics, religious
sisters and lay persons, especially at
the campus of Dharmaram. More-
over they have given and contin-
ue to give their services in leading
and training clerics and running
different seminaries. In the Morn-
ing Star seminary at Calcutta and
in the Regional Seminary at Ash-
ta, CMI members carried out the
Rectorship and administration for
some years. CMIs are incharge of
the National Major Seminary at
Namibia in Africa. CMI members
are teaching also in the seminar-
ies of Pretoria in South Africa
and Major Seminary in Kenya and
Peru in South America. Their mis-
sion of theological education and
spiritual guidance are extend-
ed to several training institutes
both for Diocesan and Religious
Priests.
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Conclusion

In the developmental history of
the Seminaries, especially run
by the CMls in the Syro-Mala-
bar Church, the contributions of
the CMI fathers, in a special way
of their founder Kuriakose Elias
Chavara, are very important. In
his capacity as a major seminary
Rector and Professor, St. Chavara
worked in this field for about 35
years, in a most difficult time of
the Syro-Malabar Church of the
19t century. Providentially, Cha-
vara became a great instrument in
the transition period of the semi-
nary system from the parochial to
a common major seminary system.
Taking inspiration from him, CMls
followed his footsteps and be-
came pioneers in giving stress to
inculturation and spreading the
visionand mission of the Syro-Ma-
labar church in a global level. The
contributions of the CMls in this
regard cannot be minimized to a
small article. | hope that there will
be serious study and work on this
particular matter in the coming
years @
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Congratulations

Fr Thomas Puthussery successfully
defended his doctoral thesis titled
"Self-Efficacy, Job Satisfaction,
Professional Commitment, and

Work-Life Balance of Teachers:

An Empirical Study of Select Self-Financing
Colleges in Kerala" at the School of
Commerce, Bharathiar University,
Coimbatore

COIlgl‘[l[' ..

Fr Marialal Pulloruthikkariyil successfully 3

defended his doctoral thesis,
"Exploring the Dynamics of Kerala
Students’ Motivation to Pursue
International Higher Education," at the
University of Florida, USA.
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Fr. Mathai Kulampally

What is the most deadly conta-
gious disease today?

It is not swine flu or any other flu.
It is undoubtedly 'tongue flu'

More people have died as a re-
sult of loose talk (tongue flu) than
were ever killed by swords. (sir-
ach 28:18)

The blow of the whip raises a welt,
but a blow of the tongue crushes
the bones. (sirach 28:17)

'If a man never slips up in his
speech, he is a perfect man.
(James 3:2)

James does not say that speech
is sinful. His advice is for the con-
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ToNGUE FLE-

trol of the tongue and wise use of
speech.

The awful responsibility of
words: Jesus said: 'On judgment
day everyone will have to give
account of every useless word he
has ever spoken!(Mt 12:36) The
wicked words are the product of
corruption reigning in the heart,
and breaking out from there. The
heart is the root, the language is
the fruit. That is why Jesus said,
"Every good tree bears good
fruit, but the bad tree bears bad
fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad
fruit nor can a bad tree bear good
fruit. You will know the people by
their fruit. (Mt 7:15-20) "Out of

25



the fullness of the heart that the
mouth speaks." (Lk 6:45) By mak-
ing our hearts pure; we will have
pure lips and pure lives. It is called
internal healing and cleaning.

A man must specially render ac-
count for his idle words. God does
not judge a person by the words
he speaks with care and delibera-
tion, but words he speaks without
control. He will be punished for
his spontaneous, emotional out-
burst

People have lame excuses for
their useless words. They are not
valid before God.

The following are some of the ex-
cuses:

| was very calm, but others pro-
voked me to use offensive words,
So, | am not responsible for my
useless words, others are respon-
sible.

Since | was inebriated, | used in-
decent words. So | am not respon-
sible, the alcohol is responsible.

My grandfather and father are
quick tempered, | inherited their
DNA. So, | am not responsible, 'my
gene' is responsible.

| am a man of principles and jus-
tice and adhere to the rules and
regulations - when | find some
violations | become emotional-
ly charged and use some harsh

26

CARMELASANDESAM | JUNE 2025

words. So, | am not responsible,
the defaulters of the principles
are responsible.

At times | am infuriated and shud-
dered because of high B.P. So |
am not responsible, my-B.P. is re-
sponsible.

When | was in my mother's womb,
my father used to abuse her. That
iswhy | am rude to others. So, | am
not responsible, my 'unconscious
mind' is responsible..

The 'real character, and the
'reel character':- The impulsive
speech flowing from the tongue
shows the 'real character' of a
person. The instant outburst from
the tongue is the real litmus test
of the character of a person.

"The carefully spoken words may
be a calculated hypocrisy."- Plum-
mer

"His words were smoother than
butter but a heart set on war. His
words were as smoothing as oil,
but they cut like sharp swords (Ps
55:21)

The pretence shows a person's
'reel character' and not 'real char-
acter'

Sins sans sins by tongue: we have
our list of sins, which does not
include "Sins by tongue”. Many
people consider the sin by tongue
as insignificant. But Jesus gives



prime importance to words. That
is why he said, "Whoever is angry
with his brother will be brought
to trial, and whoever calls his
brother 'you good for nothing’
will be brought before the coun-
cil, and whoever calls his brother
a worthless fool will be in danger
of going to the fire of hell. '(Mt
5:22) Let us urgently include the
sins by tongue in our list of mortal
sins and over come them.

Anger loses range: We find even
dignitaries fume and shout at each
other. Why? When two people are
angry at each other their hearts
distance a lot. To cover that dis-
tance, they must shout to be able
to hear each other through that
great distance.

Barking gentlemen: Sometimes,
VIPs, panelists and even pious
people yell and use foul language.
Such idiosyncratic persons, hav-
ing no self awareness, taste sa-
distic pleasure by using offensive
words. The yelling VIPs do not
know that it is harmful to their
vocal cords and eardrums of the
hearers. Here, there is physi-
cal proximity, but 'mental gulf’
"When love decreases volume in-
creases."

When two people fall in love, they
do not shout at each other, but
converse softly. Why? Because

their hearts are very close to each
other. The distance between them
is minimal and even a whisper or
a look is enough for expressing
their feelings. "When love in-
creases, volume decreases”, Let
us make our tongue 'a blessing' to
the people.

By the proper use of our tongue,
we can convert the present 'blood
thirsty world' to a paradise.

“Let no evil talk come out of your
mouths but only what is useful for
building up so that your words
may give grace to those who hear”
(Eph 4:29)

"A soft answer turns away wrath,
but a harsh word stirs up anger. A
gentle tongue is a tree of life, but
perverseness in it breaks the spir-
it""(Proverbs 15: 1-4)

"If you blow on a spark, it will
glow, if you spit on it will be put
out, yet both come out of your
mouth." (Sirach 28:12)

Our soothing words can produce
physical, mental and spiritual
healing. Let us become the chan-
nels of healing.

“No medicine or ointment cured
them, but they were restored to
health by your word, O lord, the
word which heals all humani-
ty.(Wisdom 16:12) e
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NEWS FROM THE PRIOR

GENERALS HOUSE

Inauguration & Blessing of New Block

The new block of the CMI Prior General’'s House at Chavara Hills was
inaugurated and blessed by Bishop Emeritus Mar Antony Kariyil on 01
January 2025. The occasion was graced by the presence of Rev. Fr. Ben-
ny Nalkara CMI, Provincial of the Sacred Heart Province, along with fa-
thers and sisters from the neighbouring communities.

Reception for New Priests (2024-2025)
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Reception to the Newly Ordained Priests was held at the Prior Gener-
al’s House on 03 - 04 January, 2025. They were welcomed by Rev. Fr.
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NEWS FROM PRIOR GENERAL'S HOUSE

Thomas Chathamparampil CMI, Prior General. The 38 Newly Ordained
Priests with their master Rev. Fr. Sebastian Mullooparambil CMI were
the celebrants for the Holy Mass.

General Plenary Assembly (2025)
d tD e

al’'s House, from 05-09 January, 2025. The GPA formally began with
the solemn concelebration of the Holy Qurbana presided by the Major
Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church, Mar Raphael Thattil. Various
Sessions and interactions were held during the GPA on the theme “Be-
ing Synodal to be Pilgrims of Hope”

Meeting of all Plus one and Plus Two Brothers of South Indian
Provinces
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A one-day get-together of our Plus One and Plus Two aspirants from
the South Indian Provinces was held at the CMI Prior General’s House
on 12" January 2025. The programme began with the Holy Mass cele-
brated by Rev. Fr. Thomas Chathamparampil CMI, Prior General. Under
the able leadership of Fr. Anto Chakiath CMI, the General Formation
Coordinator, various interactive sessions were conducted for the aspir-
ants.
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NEWS FROM PRIOR GENERAL'S HOUSE

Renewal Programme of College-going Scholastics of South Indian
Provinces
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Renewal Programme for Degree Students was held on 17 - 19 January,
2025. Rev. Fr Prior General inaugurated the meeting. Rev. Frs. Thomas
Vattakattu CMI, Francis Manavalan CMI, Sabu Thomas were the ex-
perts who led the input sessions. The Meeting was concluded with the
concluding message by Rev. Fr. Josey Thamarassery CMI, Vicar General.

Freshers Day 2025
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Freshers' Day 2025, a gathering of first-year asplrants from our prov-
inces, was held on 05 February 2025. A total of 116 aspirants, rectors,
and regents participated in the event. The programs commenced with
the Holy Qurbana presided by Curia Bishop Mar Sebastian Vaniyapura-
ckal as the main celebrant, and the Vicar General along with all rectors
concelebrating the it. The inaugural message from the Prior General
and a motivational talk by Rev. Fr. Shibin Muttamthottil CMI enriched
the programme. Subsequently, games, competitions, and cultural
events added joy and vibrancy to the day.
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NEWS FROM PRIOR GENERAL'S HOUSE

Sacerdotal Golden Jubilee (1975 - 2025)

The Sacerdotal Golden Jubilee of 1975 - 2025 batch was held in our
General House on 07 - 08 February, 2025. The jubilarians shared their
experiences of last fifty years as religious priest in CMI Congregation.

Holistic Animation Programme
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The third module of the Holistic Animation Programme was held at
the CMI Prior General’'s House, Kakkanad, from 07 to 17 February
2025. Nineteen priests from different provinces participated in the
programme. Experts from various fields led the sessions. As part of the
programme, the participants visited St. Thomas Mount and Pastoral
Orientation Centre (POC).

UTSAH 2025 - Renewal Programme of All Regents
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NEWS FROM PRIOR GENERAL'S HOUSE

UTSAH 2025, the renewal programme for the regents was conduct-
ed on 10 -12 February, 2025. Rev. Fr. Binoy Pichalakat SJ, Adv. Jince T
Thomas, Rev. Fr. Aneesh Eettakunnel, were the resource persons who
really enriched the program. The young regents participated in meeting
and outing with great enthusiasm and vigour.

New Secretary to Fr Prior General-Rev. Fr Sijo Vattekkadan CMI
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CMI Prior General’s House extends a warm welcome to Rev. Fr Sijo Vat-
tekkadan CMI, a member of the Sacred Heart Province, Kochi, as Sec-
retary to Rev. Fr Prior General. Rev. Fr Josey Thamarassery CMI, Vicar
General, welcomed him with a bouquet, marking the new beginning
with warmth and joy.

Golden Jubilee of Religious Profession (1975 - 2025)
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Golden Jubilee of Religious Profession of 1975 - 2025 batch was cel-
ebrated in General House on 14 - 15 February, 2025. Rev. Fr. Jilto Pul-
para CMI led an input session for them and it was an occasion for the
jubilarians to come together. The experience sharing of jubilarians was
really enriching.
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Quinquennial 2025 (Batch 2023-2024)

As part of the ongoing formation, the renewal and gathering of the jun-
jor priests- "Quingennial’ program for 2023-2024 batch was conduct-
ed on 21-23 February, 2025. Rev. Bp. James Anaparambil, Mr. Jaison
Arackal, Adv. Jince T Thomas, were the resource persons.

Preshitha Province, Coimbatore-Plenary Assembly 2025
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Provincial Plenary Assembly 2025 of Preshitha Province, Coimbatore
was held at CMI Prior General’'s House, Kakkanad on 24-27 February
2025.

Visit of Brothers from Africa

1T Ty

On April 23, 2025, five brothers from the Diocese of Moshi, Tanzania,
and one CMI brother from Kenya, belonging to the Devamatha Prov-
ince, Thrissur, who are studying at KECSH, Bengaluru, visited the CMI
Prior General’s House. They were accompanied by their Master, Rev.
Fr. Jomon Mularikkal CMI, and their animator, Rev. Fr. Lijo Thekkanath
CML.
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NEWS FROM PRIOR GENERAL'S HOUSE

New CMIs Meet 2025
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New CMIs Meet 2025, a gathering of newly professed, was held from
25 to 27 April, 2025. Newly professed brothers and Novice Masters
participated in the event. The programs commenced with the inaugural
message from the Prior General. Fr George Kulangara CMI and Prof.
Kochurani, were the resources persons. The event concluded with the
pilgrimage to Kainakari and Mannanam.

Pune, Delhi, Lavasa & Gaziabad Houses Round Table

A Round Table meeting of the members from the Pune, Delhi, Lavasa,
and Ghaziabad Houses was held at the CMI Prior General’s House from
23to 25 April, 2025. The session commenced with an opening address
by Rev. Fr. Prior General. Engaging sharing sessions and meaningful di-
alogue with the General Councilors and Auditor enriched the meeting.
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NEWS FROM PRIOR GENERAL'S HOUSE
New Regent for CMI Prior General’s House

With heartfelt joy, CMI Prior Gen-
eral’s House graciously welcomes
Bro. Noel Ponnadamvakkal CMI
of St Joseph'’s Province, Thiruva-
nanthapuram, as the new Regent.
Rev. Fr. Josey Thamarassery CMI,
Vicar General, warmly received
Bro. Noel with a bouquet. We in-
voke God’s abundant blessings
upon his ministry and pray that
his regency may become a fruitful
journey of learning, service, and
grace.

As part of the “CMI Year of Education” an Awareness Building Pro-
gramme on Drug Abuse was organized from May 8 to 10, 2025, at the
CMI Prior General’s House. The initiative was led by Fr Josey Thamar-
assery, Vicar General, and Fr Martin Mallathu CMI, General Council-
lor for Education and Communication Media. The programme was de-
signed for CMI members engaged in the field of education.

The workshop was conducted by the NGO Fourth Wave Founda-
tion under their project “VENDA". The programme concluded with a
thought-provoking session by Mr. P. Vijayan IPS, ADGP, which left a
lasting impact on the participants.
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NEWS FROM PRIOR GENERAL'S HOUSE

Solemn Inauguration of the CMI Year of Education

The 194 Foundation Day celebration and the inauguration of the “CMI
Year of Education” were held on 11 May 2025 at St. Joseph’s Monas-
tery, Mannanam. His Excellency Mar George Madathikandathil, Bishop
of the Eparchy of Kothamangalam, was the main celebrant of the Sol-
emn Holy Eucharistic Celebration. Following the Holy Qurbana, the ju-
bilee candle was ceremoniously lit by His Excellency.

A public gathering took place at 02:00 PM on the same day, during
which the official logo of the CMI Year of Education was unveiled. The
event was graced by the presence of Archbishop Mar Thomas Tharayil
of the Archeparchy of Changanassery, Hon. Minister V. N. Vasavan, and
other distinguished dignitaries.

1960 Philosophy Batch Gathering

The Batch Gathering of the 1960 Philosophy Batch was convened at
the CMI Prior General’'s House, from May 18 to 20, 2025. The exchange
of experiences among the batch members was profoundly enriching. As
part of the program, a visit was organized to monasteries in Aluva, Ka-
rikkamury, and Thevara.
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NEWS FROM PROVINCES

EMAR THOMA PROVINCE, CHANDA N

Parents’ Meet 2025

The Mar Thoma Province, Chan-

da held its annual Scholastics’
and Aspirants’ Parents’ Meet, ti-
tled “almyeio)es calo)eud” (The
Roots of Holiness), on Sunday,
April 27, 2025, at Chanda Bha-
van, Aluva. The meeting officially
commenced with the lighting of
the lamp. Following this, Fr Jose
Koykara CMI, the Superior at
Chanda Bhavan, Aluva, formally
welcomed the gathering of over
thirty parents.

The day continued with the Holy
Eucharist. The main celebrant
was Fr Thachaparambath CMI,
the Provincial of Mar Thoma
Province Chanda, who also de-
livered the homily. Fr Varghese
Puthuparambil CMI, the Forma-
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tion Coordinator of the province,
and Fr Jose Koykara CMI joined
him as concelebrants.

Following the Mass, Fr Saji Thek-
kekaithakkatt CMI, Director of
Jivas Retreat Centre, Aluva, led
a session on vocation. He spoke
about the challenges vocations
face today and the important part
parents play in helping them grow
and last.

After this, Fr Meljo Parappuram
CMI, the former Rector of Aspir-
ants, and Fr Varghese Puthupa-
rambil CMI interacted with the
parents. Dn Sarith Edayadiyil CMI
and Br Joseph Puthenpurackal
CMI then shared their personal
experiences about their vocations
and how their families supported
them.

The program included a session
where parents could ask ques-
tions. Mementos were given to
the parents as a way to remember
the day. The event ended after
lunch, and the parents departed
from Chanda Bhavan. This meet-
ing aimed to strengthen the con-



NEWS FROM PROVINCES

nection between the families and
the province in supporting young
people on their path to religious
life.

Summer Camp - Viswas

The four-day summer camp titled
‘Viswas” was held from 10 to 14
May, for children of classes 5 to
12 from Chandrapur, Durgapur,
and Babupet ParishesThere were
almost 53 students from these
parishes. The camp was organ-
ized as an evening program from
6:00 PM to 9:00 PM each day at
BJM Carmel Academy, Tukum,
ensuring that students could par-
ticipate actively without compro-
mising their daily schedules.

The camp was inaugurated by Fr.
Provincial. Each day of the camp
was thoughtfully curated to in-
clude a variety of sessions de-
signed to educate, engage, and

inspire the participants. The days
began with ice-breaking sessions,
which helped students overcome
initial hesitation and build bonds
with their peers. These were
followed by a mix of talks, fun
games, action songs, and dances.
The evenings always ended on
a peaceful prayer session, after
which supper was served to all
the children. Students were also
given attractive gifts, which were
very encouraging for them.

The final day concluded with fun
activities, lively dances, and a
campfire, marking a joyous and
memorable end to the camp. As
the camp concluded, many stu-
dents expressed their wish to
attend more such events in the
future. Viswas truly stood by its
name, instilling faith, joy, and to-
getherness in the hearts of every
participant.

No one will have any other desire in
heaven than what God wills; and the desire
of one will be the desire of all; and the

desire of all and of

each one will also be the desire of God.

CARMELASANDESAM | JUNE 2025

-St. Anselm
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NEWS FROM PROVINCES

B PRESHITHA PROVINCE, COIMBATORE N

Leadership and Personality Development Summer Camp 2025 at
Divyodaya

Divyodaya Inter-Religious Cen-
tre, Coimbatore, hosted a Lead-
ership and Personality Develop-
ment Summer Camp on May 8 and
9, 2025, for the high school stu-
dents. The two-day program bro-
ught together young minds from
various schools, offering them a
valuable platform to learn, grow,
and discover their inner potential.
The camp was inaugurated with
an inspiring address by Fr. Wilson
Chakkyath CMI, Director of Divy-
odaya. In his welcome speech, he
emphasized the importance of nur
turing leadership qualities, self-co
nfidence, and social responsibility
in the youth, who are the torch-
bearers of tomorrow.

The program featured a series
of engaging sessions, including:
Leadership Skill Training, Self
Awarenes, Time Management
Skills, Financial Literacy for Stu-

40

CARMELASANDESAM | JUNE 2025

dents, Yoga Meditation, and Com-
munication Skills, Fun Games and
Interactive Activities. Each ses-
sion was designed to be both in-
formative and interactive, helping
students discover their strengths
while learning how to collabo-
rate, communicate, and manage
responsibilities effectively. The
students responded with great
enthusiasm, actively participating
in all the sessions and expressing
their thoughts with confidence
and clarity.

The camp concluded on the
evening of May 9 with a Valedic-
tory Function, graced by Sivatma
Swamiji of the Universal Peace
Foundation as the Chief Guest.
In his address, Swamiji spoke
passionately about the need for
inter-religious harmony, dia-
logue, and inner peace in today’s
fast-changing world. His words
deeply resonated with the stu-
dents and guests alike.

The summer camp at Divyodaya
was more than just a training pro-
gram—it was a joyful and trans-
formative experience that em-
powered students with life skills,
leadership qualities, and a sense
of harmony and peace.
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Inter-Religious Prayer for Peace Held at Divyodaya Inter-Religious
Centre

In response to the growing unrest caused by the India-Pakistan conflict
and widespread global tensions, Divyodaya Inter-Religious Centre,
Coimbatore, organized a moving Inter-Religious Prayer for Peace. The
event was held on Friday, May 9, 2025, drawing participants from di-
verse faith traditions and backgrounds, all united by a shared longing
for peace and harmony.

Fr. Wilson Chakkyath CMlI, Director of Divyodaya, warmly welcomed
the assembly and spoke of the centre’s mission to foster interfaith
understanding and social harmony. He emphasized that dialogue and
shared spiritual action are essential tools in healing the divisions that
plague societies.

The gathering was especially poignant as it paid solemn tribute to the
victims of the recent Pahalgam tragedy, offering prayers and moments
of silence in their memory. The atmosphere was one of reverence, com-
passion, and deep reflection.

Prominent spiritual and peace leaders graced the occasion, includ-
ing Sivatma Swamiji of the Universal Peace Foundation, Fr. George
Puthenchira CMI of Friends for Peace, and Mr. Abdul Hakkim of Ja-
maat-e-Islami. In their inspiring messages, each speaker highlighted the
urgent need for peace in today’s world. They reminded the gathering
that true peace must begin from within—by nurturing compassion, un-
derstanding, and nonviolence in one’s own heart. Only then, they said,
can peace radiate outwards to touch families, communities, nations,
and ultimately, the world.
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The event saw active participation from students of several local
schools, signifying the importance of involving youth in the mission of
peacebuilding.

At the close of the event, all present took a solemn Pledge for Peace and
Harmony, vowing to be instruments of peace in their everyday lives.

Community Day

On May 32025, St Joseph Bhavan celebrated its heavenly patron’s day
and community day. Commemorating the hard working nature of St.
Joseph, Four of our missionaries who work hard to proclaim the good
news across the Globe joined us to grace the occasion. This gave us an
opportunity to show our appreciation and support for their hard work
in their respective places. Fr. John Eluvathingal CMI was the Main cele-
brant for the Holy Mass. Following the Holy Mass, we had a felicitation
gathering. Fr. Paul Parayil CMI welcomed the gathering. This gather-
ing includes honouring missionaries and teachers, experience sharing
by missionaries. Fr. Provincial delivered the presidential address. This
event was coloured by the cultural programmes by our aspirants. Fr.
Sinto Vaidhyakaran CMI, Rector thanked everyone. The program con-
cluded with the delicious agape. Fathers from our province and neigh-
bouring communities, sisters from nearby and people from this locality
and beloved parents and family members of our aspirants graced us
with their esteemed presence.

Congratulations to the newly ordained

Congratulations to our newly ordained seven Deacons: Sifin, Bibin,
Sebin, and Joby (Poonamallee), Lukkachan, Roney, and Sherin (Dhar-
maram). They were ordained Deacons at Dharamaram College Chapel
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by His Excellency Mar John Panamthottathil CMI. Best wishes to all
our deacons.

Congratulations to Bro. Lloyd
Moyalan CMI, who is being or-
dained a Deacon at Hekima Uni-
versity College, Nairobi, Kenya,
together with four other CMls
from Devamatha Province and
fourteen Jesuits

Inauguration of Avedhana Park,
Sevagram

On January 3, 2025, on the feast
day of St. Kuriakose Elias Cha-
vara, a new park and grotto at
Sevagram, Pothy was blessed and
inaugurated. This park would be
a blessing for the inmates of the
Avedhana Bhavan, a hospice and
for the children of the Sevagram
Pallikkootam Residential School.
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Golden Jubilee Celebrations

The Sacerdotal Golden Jubilee of Rev. Fr. Cherian Kunianthodath CMI
and Rev. Fr. Jose Alukkal CMI was celebrated on Saturday, January 25,
2025, at the Sacred Heart Provincial House, Kalamassery. The celebra-
tion began at 9:30 a.m. with a solemn Holy Mass, concelebrated by the
jubilarians. Fr Varghese Kachappilly, the Prior of the SH Monastery,
Thevara preached the homily. Following the Holy Mass, a formal felic-
itation ceremony was held. Mar Antony Kariyil presided over the
meeting. Fr Benny Nalkara, the Provincial, Fr. Biju Vadakkel, the Gener-
al Councillor, Fr. Joy Kilikunnel, and Fr. Mathew Koikara, the Vicar Pro-
vincial felicitated the Jubilarians.

Chavara Jayanthi 2025

—;;%El - |§?—‘-| Chavara Jayanthi 2025 was cel-
J B = N\ ebrated at the Provincial House
]
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on 09 February, 2025. Around
150 guests including Priests, Re-
ligious, Institutional Heads, Poli-
ticians and Neighbors of the Pro-
vincial House, participated. The
programs began with a prayer
service and continued with Agape
thereafter. Fr. Benny Nalkara, the
Provincial welcomed the gather-
ing and led the prayers.

TR
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RCJPS Jubilee Grand Finale

SILVER
JUBILEE

INAUGURAL ADDRESS

HON'BLE GOVERNOR OF GOA
SHRI. P S SREEDHARAN PILLAI

The Grand Finale of the the Sil-

ver Jubilee of Rajagiri Christhu
Jayanthi Public School, Kakkanad
was held on 22 February 2025, at
KE Auditorium. Hon’ble governor
of Goa, Shri P S Sreedharan Pillai
inaugurated the event. Very Rev.

Dr Thomas Chathamparambil
and Shri Hibi Eden graced the oc-
casion. Very Rev. Fr. Benny Nalka-
ra CMI, Provincial and Manager,
Rajagiri Group of Institutions pre-
sided over the meeting. 25 books
authored by the students were
released on the finale to mark the
occasion. The theme of the Cel-
ebration was Magic at Midnight
through which the importance
of Saint Kuriakose Elias Chavara
was also brought out to the public.
The evening was filled with mes-
merizing dance and music which
transported the audience into an
enchanting world of wonder.

One-Day Seminar on Laudato Si' at Mithradham
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A one-day seminar on Lauda-
to Si| the landmark encyclical
of Pope Francis on care for our
common home, was held on Sat-
urday, February 22, 2025, at
the Renewable Energy Centre,
Mithradham, Chunangamve-
ly, Aluva. The event was jointly
organized by Mithradham and
the CRI Amal Jyothi Unit, Aluva
drawing together clergy, reli-
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gious, and lay participants com-
mitted to environmental stew-
ardship. The seminar commenced
with a warm welcome by Rev. Fr.
George Pittappillil CMI, Direc-
tor of Mithradham and a pioneer
in renewable energy initiatives
within the Church. Dr. Wolf-Ge-
ro Reichet, CEO of the World
Church Division, Diocese of Rot-
tenburg-Stuttgart, delivered the
keynote address, highlighting the
Church’s moral and spiritual duty
in addressing climate change. A
special lecture on practical ap-
proaches to environmental re-
sponsibility was delivered by Rev.
Fr.Benny Nalkara CMI, Provincial.
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Kudumbasangamam 2025

'\,/‘

Kudumbasangamam 2025, a joy-
ful gathering of the family mem-
bers of the fathers at the Provin-

The 75% birthday of Mar An-
tony Kariyil was celebrated with

cial House, was held on February
26 as part of the CMI Year of Fam-
ily, Youth, and Children. The event
provided a wonderful opportuni-
ty for families to come together,
share their experiences, strength-
en bonds, and celebrate the spirit
of togetherness. Through mean-
ingful  conversations, shared
meals, and moments of prayer, the
gathering fostered a deep sense
of belonging and unity among all.

great joy on 26 March 2025. The
celebrations commenced with a
prayer service at the chapel. Fol-
lowing this, in the presence of the
General Councillors, Fr Thomas
Pereppadan, the Vicar, and some
of the members of Archbishop’s
family we felicitated him. On this
auspicious occasion, a book titled
“@aemomono,” authored by Bishop
Mar Antony Kariyil was released.

Provincial Plenary Assembly 2025

416
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The Provincial Plenary Assembly
was held at the Provincial House,
Kalamassery, on 28-29 March
2025. The two-day gathering
strengthened bonds and thought-
ful sharing. A major focus of the
discussions was on how best to
continue implementing the reso-
lutions and action plans outlined



by GS 38, along with the valuable nary Assembly reaffirmed our
suggestions proposed during the shared mission to live out our vo-
General Plenary Assembly 2025. cation with greater effectiveness,
Through collective reflection and  creativity, and faithfulness.
renewed commitment, the Ple-

Rajagiri Hospital Designated as IMT Study Center by UK Royal

Colleges
iri Internal Medicine RGJIGI\?IZ;' .
ning Proaramme Internal Medicin
Saon wit Yl ol @b\‘ Training Programme

JRCPTENGEN

Rajagiri Hospital has been selected as an accredited centre for the In-
ternal Medicine Training (IMT) programme under the UK Royal College
of Physicians, marking a significant milestone in medical education. The
announcement was inaugurated by Dr. Shashi Tharoor MP, who em-
phasized the value of globally recognized courses being accessible from
Kerala. The Joint Royal College of Physicians Training Board (JRCPTB),
UK, oversees the programme, which includes: Phase 1: Three years of
internal medicine training at Rajagiri, with MRCP exam preparation.
Phase 2: Super-specialty training in the UK for those who complete
IMT and pass MRCP. The IMT program website was launched by Dr.
Jane Wallace, Deputy International Director, Federation of Royal Col-
lege Physicians.

Chavara Housing Project Rehabilitation Support For Landslide
Victims In Vilangad

The official beginning of the con-
struction of a house for the land-
slide victims by SH Province was
held in Vilangad. It becomes the
fifth house under the Chavara
Housing Project, headed by the
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Calicut Province aimed at reha-
bilitating victims of recent land-
slides. This initiative is in collab-

The Annual Scholastics' Parents'
Day was held on Sunday, 27 April
2025, at the CMI Sacred Heart
Provincial House, Kalamassery,
from 9:30 AM to 3:00 PM. After

oration with the Sacred Heart
Province, Kochi, and Rajagiri
Sahrudaya.

Scholastics' Parents' Day 2025

ticipants gathered for a meeting
that offered moments of sharing
and reflection. Rev. Fr. Francis
Manavalan CMI delivered an in-
spiring talk on the importance of
family life today. Lively games and
activities made the afternoon vi-
brant and memorable. As a beau-
tiful and symbolic gesture, Fr. Pro-
vincial gifted each family a mango
tree sapling, encouraging them to
nurture it as a sign of growth, uni-
ty, and hope. The event celebrat-
ed the strong bonds and shared
mission of the CMI family.

the Eucharistic celebration, par-
B ST. JOSEPH PROVINCE, KOTTAYAM

Vestition and First Profession:

This year, six novices who completed their novitiate formation at Kap-
pad made their First Religious Profession. The solemn ceremony took
place at St John’s Monastery Chapel, Mutholy. Rev. Fr Provincial was
the main celebrant, and the concelebrants included FrSaji Puthuku-
langara CMI, Vicar Provincial of Bhavnagar Province; Fr Jaic Chittettu
CMI, Vicar Provincial of Bellampally Province; Fr Joby Punnilath CMI,
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Novice Master; and Fr Aneesh Olickal CMI, Rector of St Anne’s Aspir-
ants’ House, Kurianad. The homily was delivered by Fr Jibin Kootanal
CMI. Of the six novices, three belong to Kottayam Province, two to
Bhavnagar Province, and one to Bellampally Province.

33" Death Anniversary of the Servant of God
Fr. Bruno Kanlarakath CMI

Prior General, was the main cel-
ebrant for the Holy Qurbana. On
the same day, a website dedicated
to promoting the legacy of Fr Bru-
no was launched by Fr Dominic
Vechoor CMI, the newly appoint-
ed Rector of Vadavathoor Semi-
nary. Special thanks and apprecia-
tion were extended to Fr Thomas

The 33rd death anniversary of

the Servant of God Fr Bruno Ka-
niarakath CMI| was commemo-
rated on December 15, 2024, at

Kollamparambil CMI, Vice Postu-
lator, and Brothers Christin and
Dain for their significant contri-

Kurianad Ashram Chapel. Rev. Fr  butions to the website's design.

Thomas Chathamparambil CMI,
Feast of St Kuriakose Elias Chavara and Reception to the Newly
Ordained Priests:

N g
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The celebration of the Feast of St Chavara and the reception to the
newly ordained priests were held at the Provincial House on Sunday,
January 19. The newly ordained priests concelebrated the Holy Qurba-
na at 8.00 AM. The evening festivities began with prayer in the chapel,
followed by a public meeting graced by Minister V. N. Vasavan, Kot-
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tayam Collector John V. Samuel, and Municipal Chairperson Ms. Bincy
Sebastian, who extended their greetings. The event witnessed the par-
ticipation of numerous socio-cultural and political leaders, esteemed
priests, sisters, and lay faithful.

Golden Jubilee Celebration

The Golden Jubilee of Religious Profession and Priestly Ordination of
our fathers were celebrated on January 25, 2025, at Pala. The Jubilee
Holy Mass was presided over by FrEmmanuel Pazhayapura CMI, with
the homily delivered by Fr George Edayadiyil CMI. Vicar General Rev.
Fr JoseyThamarassery CMI addressed the Jubilarians during the felic-
itation gathering. On behalf of the Province, Fr Alex Louis Thannippara
CMI, Provincial Auditor, delivered a felicitation speech, while Fr Jose
Panthaplamthottiyil CMI responded on behalf of the Jubilarians.

Symphonia 2K25

This year’s Provincial Day, titled "Symphonia 2K25," was celebrated on
January 24-25 in Pala. Sports competitions, including basketball and
tug-of-war for priests and brothers, were held at the indoor stadium of
Chavara School, Pala, on January 24. On January 25, a solemn concele-
brated Holy Qurbana was offered at 4.30 PM, with the homily delivered
by Fr Thomas Njondikkal CMI. The family gathering that followed was
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held at the Chavara School Auditorium. All were warmly welcomed by
Vicar Provincial, Fr Santhosh Mathankunnel CMI. Fr Martin Mannanal
CMI and Bro. Albin Vettikkattil conveyed greetings to the Provincial on
behalf of the priests and scholastics respectively. Cultural performanc-
es by aspirants, scholastics, and students of Chavara School added vi-

brancy to the celebration.

Inauguration and Blessing of the Chavara Block at
Prashanth Bhavan

The 415t day memorial of Rev. Fr

Scaria Kumaramangalam CMI
was observed on February 12,
2025, at Kothanalloor Forane
Church. The Holy Mass was cel-
ebrated by Rev. Fr Provincial, and
the homily was delivered by Fr
Jose Palackal CML.

Reception of Sub-Diaconate

Bro. Christin Vayalilkalappura,
after completing his second year
of theological studies at Carmel
Vidyabhavan, Pune, received the
Sub-Diaconate from Mar Thomas
Elavanal, Bishop of Kalyan. Mean-
while, Bros. Augustine Pympillil
and Devin Muthuparakunnel,
studying at Dharmaram, received
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The newly constructed sec-
ond floor, named the "Chavara
Block," at Prashanth Bhavan, Kan-
jirappally, was inaugurated and
blessed by Rev. Fr Provincial on
February 10, 2025. Priests from
neighboring ashrams and hospital
staff members participated in the
ceremony.

the sub-diaconate from Mar John
Panamthottam CMI, Bishop of
Melbourne, on March 23.

Reception of Diaconate

After completing their theolog-
ical studies, Bros. Anwin Kizha-
kethottam and Jemin Kaippan-
plackal were ordained deacons on
February 9, 2025, by Mar Ephrem
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Narikulam, Bishop of Chanda. On
February 23, Bro. Ajas Puthenpu-
rackal was ordained deacon by
Mar Thomas Elavanal, Bishop of
Kalyan.On March 24, Bros. Chris-
tin Kanjirakkattukunnel, Deepu

Foundation Stone Laying
Ceremony for Fr Bruno Pilgrim
Center

To promote the cause of the can-
onization of the Servant of God
Fr Bruno Kaniarakath CMI and
to enhance facilities for pilgrims,
the foundation stone for a new
building at Kurianad was laid by
Rev. Fr Provincial on March 6,
2025. Fr Stanly Chelliyil CMlI, Pri-
or of Kurianad Ashram, welcomed
everyone to the ceremony. Many
priests from neighboring ashrams
were present.

St Chavara-Euphrasia Speech
Competition

Cash awards were distributed to
the province-level winners of the
All Kerala Catholic Online St Cha-
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Kidangathazhe, and Jeffin Perun-
nappallil received the Diaconate
from Mar John Panamthottam
CMlI, Bishop of Melbourne, after
completing their priestly forma-
tion at Dharmaram.

vara-Euphrasia Speech Competi-
tion on February 9, 2025, during
the Chavara feast celebrations at
Mutholy Ashram Chapel.

Autonomous Status for
St Joseph's College,
Moolamattam

St Joseph’s College, Moolamat-
tom, has been granted autono-
mous status and will commence
its autonomous functioning from
the upcoming academic vyear.
The college has also been award-
ed a Rs 5 crore grant under the
“Grants to Strengthen Colleges”
category of the Pradhan Mantri
Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan (PM-
USHA), a recognition granted to
only 11 colleges in Kerala.

Annual Retreat
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The annual retreat for priests and
scholastics was held from April 6
to 11 at Anugraha Renewal Cen-
tre, Vazhoor. Around 70 partici-
pants attended the retreat. The

H CARMEL PROVINCE, MUVATTUPUZHA I

retreat was preached by Mar Se-
bastian Vaniyapurackal, the Cu-
ria Bishop of the Syro-Malabar
Church.
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Youth Conclave at Provincial
House

The Youth Conclave was held on
December 28, 2024, at the Pro-
vincial House from 9:00 AM to
5:30 PM. Around 20 young priests
ordained in the last five years par-
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ticipated in the event. The day
included input sessions, group
discussions, brainstorming, and
an open forum. There was also
enriching sharing from the mis-
sions, especially from Uganda. It
was a joyful and meaningful time
of fraternal bonding and renewed
commitment to apostolic service.

Grace Day: 2025

Carmel Grace Day was joyfully
celebrated on March 19, 2025—
the Feast of St Joseph—at Carmel
Provincial House, where all senior
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members aged over 75 gathered
in a spirit of gratitude and fellow-
ship. This special day was dedicat-
ed to honouring and thanking our
most experienced Carmel family
members, providing them with a
space to share their hopes, con-
cerns and insights for the better-
ment of our community. The occa-
sion also marked the inauguration
of Carmel Pension Scheme: 2025,

a new initiative designed for the
long term welfare of our elders.
Each of the eldest fathers re-
ceived a Pension Gift Voucher in
recognition of their decades of
devoted service to God and His
people.

Vazhakulam Bible Convention
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The 31t Vazhakulam Bible Con-
vention took place at the Car-
mel Public School Stadium in
Vazhakulam from March 19 to
23, drawing more than 5,000
faithful eager to hear the Word of
God. It was led by Rev. Fr. Daniel
Poovannathil and inaugurated by
Mar George Madathikandathil,
Bishop of Kothamangalam. Each
session overflowed with heartfelt
worship, powerful preaching, and
Eucharistic Adoration, making it
truly an occasion of divine inter-
vention. Participants returned
home renewed in faith and filled
with hope, carrying the conven-
tion’s blessings into their families
and communities.

Provincial Plenary Assembly

The Provincial Plenary Assem-
bly of the Carmel Province was
held on April 24 and 25, bring-
ing together 26 participants, in-
cluding ex-officio and nominated
members from various ministries
across the Province. Centered
on the theme “Being Synodal to
be Pilgrims of Hope,” the assem-
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bly served as a platform for re-
flection, evaluation, and forward
planning. Department councilors
and the Province auditor pre-
sented comprehensive reports
on ongoing initiatives and future

discussion on key aspects of the
Province’s functioning. A special
highlight was the insightful input
session by Rev. Fr. Michael Pulick-
al CMI, Secretary of the KCBC
Jagratha Commission.

plans. The sessions fostered open
Ordinations to Diaconate and Sub Diaconate
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LA

Three of our scholastics were ordained to the diaconate, and another
three to the sub diaconate, marking a significant step in their journey of
service. On February 9,2025, Theruvamkunnel Jerin was ordained to
the diaconate by Bishop Ephrem Narikulamon at Matha Mariam Par-
ish Church, Patel Nagar, Bhopal. Later, on March 24, 2025, Thayil Davis
and Karottunedungattu Joji received their diaconal ordination from
Bishop John Panamthottathil at the Dharmaram College Chapel. On
March 23,2025, Brothers Alant Palliparambil, Delvin Valikulathu, and
Melvin Nirappathu were ordained to the sub diaconate, also at Dhar-
maram College. The new deacons have begun their Diaconate Ministry
in different parishes of the Kothamangalam Diocese

Renewal Program 4, 2025, at Carmel Provincial
House. Rev. Fr. Saju Chackalackal,

Provincial of Presitha Province,
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The second session of the Prov-
ince Renewal was held on April
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Coimbatore, and Rev. Fr. Joseph
Kureethara, Head of the Depart-
ment at KE College, Mannanam,
led the day’s sessions. Partici-
pants were inspired by powerful
spiritual insights and engaged in
constructive discussions on living
the CMI charism in the modern
world.

Carmel Deutsche Villa

Carmel International Language
Zone has launched a new resi-
dential German centre, “Carmel
Deutsche Villa, at Paremavu.
Blessed and inaugurated by the
Provincial on February 17, the
centre welcomed its first cohort
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of students, all of whom have suc-
cessfully completed their courses.
Under the leadership of Fr. Roni
Valliparambil, Director, Carmel
Deutsche Villa is already thriv-
ing, offering immersive language
training and cultural orientation.

With this addition, Carmel In-
ternational Language Zone now
operates branches in Muvattu-
puzha, Kothamangalam, Thodu-
puzha, and Cheruthoni, providing
a range of German and English
programmes. Each centre is com-
mitted to delivering high quality
instruction and fostering global
communication skills among its
students.
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The Carmel Family joyfully wel-
comed its newest priest on Jan-
uary 2,2025, as Rev.Fr. Justin
Kaimalayil, CMI, was ordained
by Bishop John Panamthottathil
at Carmel Monastery Church
in Vazhakulam. A member of
St. Thomas Syro Malabar Catholic
Forane Church in Philadelphia, Fr.

Justin completed three months of
pastoral ministry at Mulakuvally
Parish in Idukki before departing
for his missionary assignment in
the Diocese of Fort Portal, Ugan-
da, on May 22, 2025. We extend
our heartfelt congratulations and
hold him in our prayers as he sets
out on this new mission.

Chavara Day Celebrations

The Feast of St Chavara was joy-
fully celebrated in two sessions at
Carmel Provincial House, Muvat-
tupuzha. On February 24, 2025,
all nearby religious and priests
gathered for a prayer service fol-
lowed by an agape meal, sharing
in the joy of religious commun-

ion and reflecting on St Chavara’s
spirituality and enduring legacy.

The celebration for the laity and
neighbors took place on March 1,
2025, with various cultural pro-
grammes performed by local fam-
ilies and the staff of Carmel Pro-
vincial House. Mrs. Joice Mary
Antony, Ward Councilor, was the
chief guest, and Fr. Roby Kan-
nanchirayil CMI presided over
the gathering. Each family was
gifted a copy of the “Chavarul”
of St Chavara, making the day a
meaningful occasion of festivity,
faith, and togetherness.

Vocation Camp
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A vocation camp for candidates aspiring to join the congregation was
held from April 6 to 10, 2025, at St. Joseph’s Aspirants Home, Muvat-
tupuzha. Organized under the leadership of Fr. Jibin Edasseril CMI, the
Province Vocation Promoter, with the support of the deacon, the camp
was conducted in a well-structured and spiritually enriching manner. A
total of 25 students participated, engaging in sessions aimed at deep-
ening their understanding of religious life. The new candidates to the
Province are expected to arrive on June 7, 2025.
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The new mission in Uganda is steadily flourishing under the dedicated
leadership of Fr. Rinoj Vattakkanayil and Fr. Biju Pulimthanathu. With
generous support from both the Diocese of Fort Portal and the local
people, the mission is growing into a land of hundredfold harvest. In
recognition of his dynamic ministry, the Bishop of Fort Portal has ap-
pointed Fr. Rinoj as the Chaplain of the Jesus Youth Movement in the
Diocese. The mission has gained further momentum with the arrival of

newly ordained Fr. Justin Kaimalayil, adding fresh energy to this vibrant
pastoral field.

Diamond Jubilee Celebration

[}
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The 75t year of Religious Commitment of Rev. Fr. John Gallus Cheru-
parambil CMI was solemnly celebrated at Carmel Provincial House on
May 17, 2025. The occasion was graced by Bishop Mar George Ma-
dathikandathil of Kothamangalam, who offered the benedictory ad-
dress. Family members, along with many religious sisters and priests,
gathered to honor Fr. Gallus and his extraordinary journey of faith. It
was truly a rare and blessed celebration of 75 years of dedicated reli-
gious life—an inspiring testament to unwavering commitment and ser-

vice to God and the Church.

Vachanakoithu

The Pastoral Department of Car-
mel Province, in collaboration
with SH Congregation, Idukki
Province, and the Mathruvedhi
of the ldukki Diocese, organized
a unique Bible-based competi-
tion for the mothers of the dio-
cese—Vachanakoithu. More than
700 participants took part with
great enthusiasm by memorizing
Scripture verses and writing it
down. Prize distribution ceremo-
nies were held across four zones

Let there be no
day in your life in
which you did no

good to others

St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara
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in the month of May—Adimaly,
Nedumkandam, Rajakumari, and
Vazhathope— celebrating the
spiritual commitment of the par-
ticipants.
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Bro. Danil Nalpat Passes Away

i aa ST, [
Rev. Br. Danil Nalpat CMI, who
was doing his first year of the-
ological studies at Dharmaram
College, tragically passed away
in a road accident on 25 Decem-
ber, 2024. He was born on 27
August 1997 as the eldest son
on Mr. George and Mrs. Mini at
Koratty in the Archdiocese of Er-
nakulam-Angamaly and made his
first profession on 08 December
2017. He did his philosophical
studies at DVK and Degree stud-
ies at SH College, Thevara. After
his regency at Sevagram, Pothy,
he started his theological studies
at DVK in June 2024. Known for
his simplicity, humility and unas-
suming character, he was dear
to all. At the time of his demise,
he was serving as the secretary
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of the Dharmaram Literary and
Cultural Academy for the aca-
demic year 2024-2025. His life,
though brief, was a zealous one
filled with hard work, spirit of
prayer, and a deep commitment
to the duties and responsibilities
entrusted to him and to his voca-
tion to religious priesthood. His
sudden death on the Christmas
day plunged the entire Dharmar-
am community to a deep sense of
loss and sorrow. The Dharmaram
community paid its final respects
to Brother Danil on the evening of
December 25 at 7:00 PM, during
a Holy Qurbana and Office for the
Dead, which were presided over
by Fr. Varghese Vithayathil, the
Rector of Dharmaram College.
Following this solemn service, his
mortal remains were transport-
ed to Christ the King Monastery,
Karukutty for burial. On the way,
the mortal remains of Bro. Danil
was taken to his home at Koratty
where the family members, rela-
tives and neighbours paid the last
tribute to him. When the body of
Bro. Danil was brought to Christ
the King Monastery, Karukut-
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ty hundreds of people paid their
respects to him including Bishop
Mar Bosco Puthur, Apostolic Ad-
ministrator of Ernakulam-Anga-
maly and Rev. Fr. Thomas Chath-
amparambil CMI, the CMI Prior
General. The funeral ceremonies
started with a solemn Requiem
Mass presided over by Rev. Fr. Jo-
sey Thamarasserry, the CMI Vicar
General. Rev. Fr. Benny Nalkara,
Provincial, S. H. Province, Kochi,
Fr. Thomas Parayil, Administrator,
Dharmaram College, Fr. Peter Ko-
chalumkal, Master, first year the-
ologians of Dharmaram, Fr. Sebas-
tian Edathikavil, Senior Tutor, Fr.
Johnson Kakkatt, Vicar, St. Mary’s
Forane Church, Koratty and Fr.
Joy Ureth, Bro. Danil’'s Novice
Master, concelebrated. Rev. Fr.
Peter Kochalumkal preached the
homily. The last part of the funeral
rites was officiated by Archbishop
emeritus Mar Antony Kariyil CMI.
The untimely passing away of our
beloved brother Danil has left a
profound sense of loss and grief
in the hearts of all who knew him.
May his soul find peace, and may
his life serve as an inspiration for
us to commit ourselves more fully
to God and to the service of our
community.

Dhwani 2024

The Dharmaram community
hosted a Transgender meet in
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connection with its annual Christ-
mas celebration entitled Dhwani
2024, featuring the transgender
individuals from Dasarahalli and
surrounding areas. The event was
organized by Fr. Tomy Kattampal-
ly and Fr. Josin Kaithakulam. In his
address, Fr. Varghese Vithayathil,
the Rector spoke about the sig-
nificance of the time, location,
and individuals surrounding the
birth of Jesus. He remarked, “We
must learn to expect God where
He is least expected; He reveals
Himself in unexpected places,
reflecting on why Jesus was born
in Bethlehem. He encouraged the
gathering to consider their homes
as spaces where they can also en-
counter the Divine. He affirmed
that Jesus resides within every-
one, and those who embrace him
are bestowed with profound joy.
The celebration featured carol
performances by the second-year
philosophy students and the sec-
ond-year theologians contribut-
ing to a festive atmosphere. Fr.
Thomas Parayil, the Administra-
tor of Dharmaram College re-
minded participants of the impor-
tance of unity, stating that we are
all part of one family. Additionally,
ameaningful skit presented by the
transgender community illustrat-
ed the challenges faced by them,
particularly the youth, while also
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emphasizing the compassion that
connects us all. The event also
celebrated the inspiring journey
of Ms. Sana, a journalist and advo-
cate for transgender rights, who
holds a postgraduate degree in
journalism from St. Joseph’s Col-
lege, Bengaluru. The event culmi-
nated in presenting gifts to each
participant and high tea.
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The Dharmaram community cel-
ebrated Christmas with great
enthusiasm. The Christmas eve
celebrations, marked by a solemn
Holy Qurbana. The first part of
the liturgy was led by Fr. Varghese
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Vithayathil, the Rector of Dhar-
maram College, while Fr. Jose
Chennattusserry presided over
the Holy Qurbana. Fr. Jose deliv-
ered a thoughtful and inspiring
Christmas Homily, inviting the
congregation to embrace the call
to “become a manger.” He pointed
out that the manger, as an open
space, symbolizes inclusiveness,
welcoming all, kings, humble
shepherds, and even animals to
witness the birth of Jesus. This
spirit of inclusiveness mirrors the
character of Jesus, who embodies
healing, forgiveness, and accept-
ance. He emphasized the impor-
tance of cultivating open hearts
and minds to accept and care for
those around us. After the litur-
gical service, Fr. Rector conveyed
Christmas greetings to all.

Namma Jenarigagi

In connection with the CMI Year
of Youth, Children, and Family,
DASS conducted an awareness
program titled "Namma Jenariga-
gi’ with the motto "Be an Angel to
a Family’ for nearly 100 econom-
ically disadvantaged multi-reli-
gious families in the vicinity of
Dharmaram College. It was con-
ducted on November 30, 2024, at
Christ Kindergarten School. The
event was graced by the presence
of esteemed guests, including
Rev. Fr. Varghese Vithayathil, the
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Rector of Dharmaram College;
Rev. Dr. Jose Chennattusserry,
the Vice Chancellor of Christ
Deemed to be University; and Mr.
Manjunath Reddy, Corporator of
BBMP. This Event underscored

the commitment of Dharmaram
College in serving the underpriv-
ileged communities in the neigh-
bourhood fostering unity and col-
laboration among them

Dharmaram Bid Farewell to Fr. John Marius Manickanamparambil

Rev. Fr. John Marius Manicka-
namparambil CMI, who has Been
serving Dharmaram College for
the past several years left to St
Xavier’ Provincial House, Rajkot
on 16 January 2024 After cele-
brating Holy Qurbana at Dhar-
maram Chapel along with Fr.
Thomas Chathamparambil, CMI
Prior General, Fr. Varghese Vi-
thayathil, Rector, Dharmaram
College and other Members of
the community. Fr. Rector in his
introductory note acknowledging
the singular contribution of Fr.
Marius to the Dharmaram Col-
lege and the allied institutions
said: “Fr. Marius has placed his
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trust in God alone, he lived fully
for others. He has just one bag of
belongings to take to Rajkot.” Fr.
Prior General remembering Fr.
Marius’ contribution to build up
Christ Group of Schools and felic-
itating him added: “The presence
of great people makes the institu-
tion great.” Fr. Thomas Parayil, the
Administrator and Rev. Fr. Siby
Kavattu accompanied Fr. Marius
to Rajkot. Fr Marius who was or-
dained in 1966, joined Dharmar-
am College as a staff member in
1974 and served as lecturer of
Psychology at Christ College and
as master of brothers till 1978.
After Having completed his doc-
torate from De Paul University,
Chicago, he re-joined Dharmaram
in 1984. Then, he was appointed
the first principal of Christ School.
He continued in that office until
1996 making Christ School one
of the prestigious educational in-
stitutions in Bengaluru. He also
served as professor of Psycholo-
gy at DVK during this time. From
1996-1999 he served Carmel
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Vidya Bhavan, Pune as its Rector.
Afterwards, he served the Rajkot
province as provincial and the Di-
ocese of Rajkot as Vicar General.
In 2022, he returned to Dharmar-
am College as the parish priest of
St. Thomas Forane Church. Later,
he was also the priest in charge of
some of the mass centres in Ben-
galuru. Since 2010, he has been
serving as director of Dharmar-
am Association of Social Services
(DASS) and as one of the spiritual
fathers of Dharmaram communi-
ty without any break until now. As
an exceptional pastor, dedicated
formator, inspiring educationist,
and compassionate Social work-
er, he has won the respect and
admiration of a large number of
people from all walks of life. Fr.
Marius, who is considered the
Mother Theresa of Bangalore by
many, has a compassionate and
generous heart for the poor, the
old and the sick, the physically
and mentally challenged and the
marginalized. Kripalaya, a home
for the aged and sick poor people,
ASWAS which provides free mid-
day meal for around 400 less priv-
ileged people, our Christ Special
School, which cares and assists
mentally challenged and children
of multiple disabilities stand as
monuments of his passionate
commitment to the people in the
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lowest strata of society. He also
played a pivotal role in the priestly
formation of scholastics at Dhar-
maram College as section master
of different batches of students,
spiritual father, and as an exem-
plary model religious. In the fare-
well gathering held on 3 January
2025, Fr. Paulachan Kochappally,
Bro. Alex Kallilan from third-year
theology and Mrs. Christy Noel
from Christ School shared their
experiences of working alongside
Fr. Marius. The students of Christ
School performed a classical
dance and second-year philoso-
phers presented Fr. Marius a por-
trait of himself made of thread. Fr.
Marius thanked the community
for its love and constant support
to him during his stay in Dharmar-
am. Bro. Albin Mannaparambil
proposed the vote of thanks to
all present. Truly, Dharmaram has
become poorer in his absence.

25t Anniversary of The Insti-
tute of Oriental Canon Law
(IOCL)

The Institute of Oriental Can-
on Law (IOCL) of Dharmaram
Vidya Kshetram celebrated the
25th Anniversary of its establish-
ment with a three-day workshop
held from 16-18 January, 2025
in the presence of distinguished
scholars, alumni, and communi-
ty members. The workshop was
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inaugurated by Mar. Sebastian
Adayanthrath, the Bishop of Man-
dya. Rev. Fr. Sebastian Payyappil-
ly, director of IOCL welcomed the
gathering. Fr. Thomas Chatham-
parambil, the CMI Prior General,
Fr. Varghese Vithayathil, the Rec-
tor of Dharmaram College, Fr. Joy
Philip Kakkanattu, the President
of DVK and Fr. Benny Mundanat-
tu, the alumni representative,
offered felicitations. The work-
shop’s core consisted of ten in-
sightful talks delivered by leading
experts in Canon Law. On the oc-
casion of the silver jubilee of the

institute four new volumes in the
Dharmaram Canonical Studies
Series including one festschrift
in honour of Rev. Fr. Varghese
Koluthara, the former director of
IOCL, were released. The cele-
bration concluded on 18 January
with alumni presentations and a
closing session. This final session
served to underscore the IOCLs
significant contributions to the
Church’s legal and pastoral mis-
sion, reaffirming its commitment
to academic excellence and its
vital role in the advancement of
Oriental Canon Law.

Samavarthanam

Dharmaram bid farewell to 23 of its newly ordained priests on 28 Jan-
uary 2025, with a traditional Samavarthanam ceremony organized
by the third-year theologians. The solemn event, steeped in Gurukula
tradition, saw Fr. Varghese Vithayathil CMI, Rector, Fr. Joy Philip Kak-
kanattu CMI, President of DVK and Fr. Sebastian Mullooparambil CMI,
Master of the newly ordained bestow blessings and offer guidance to
the new priests. In his address, Fr. Vithayathil highlighted three key
challenges facing priests today: the post-truth era, where falsehood of-
ten masquerades as truth, making authentic Christian witness difficult;
the digital world, which can foster superficial relationships and erode
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community, and internal divisions within society. He urged the new
priests to navigate these complexities of life with wisdom and faith.
Fr. Kakkanattu emphasized the prophetic Nature of New Testament
priesthood, highlighting the priest’s role in standing with the disadvan-
taged and the marginalized. In an age where virtual experiences often
replace reality, he encouraged the newly ordained to cultivate personal
holiness and recognize their distinct calling, echoing Moses’ encounter
with God: “The ground you stand onis holy, remove your sandals.” He re-
minded them that their years of formation had prepared them not only
as celebrants of the Eucharist, but also as guardians of an alternative
value system within a secularized world. Fr. Mullooparambil assured
the priests that their journey would be filled with blessings. Quoting St.
John Maria Vianney, he emphasized that the priesthood is at the heart
of Jesus’ love. He encouraged them to embrace their divine calling, to
shine as beacons of hope, and to emulate Mary’s attentiveness to God
and Martha’s service to the poor. He urged them to focus on Christ and
allow themselves to be fully possessed by Him, rather than dwelling
on their own limitations. The Samavarthanam concluded with Fr. Gi-
noy Pullokkaran, representing the newly ordained priests, expressing
heartfelt gratitude to the formators and spiritual guides who accompa-
nied them on their journey to the priesthood.

48t Convocation at DVK Fr. Devasiachan Mukulath, Regis-

Dharmaram Vidya Kshetram trar of DVK, welcomed attendees

(DVK) celebrated its 48th con- at the start of the Holy Qurbana,
setting the Stage for the day’s

events. Following the Eucharistic
celebration, the DVK community
gathered in the JBC Auditorium
for the formal convocation cer-
emony. Fr. Joy Philip Kakkanatt,
President of DVK, extended a
warm greeting to all present. The
convocation address was deliv-
ered by Prof. Dr. K. M. Francis,
former professor of Economics
at St. Thomas College, Thrissur,
who shared his Insights and wis-

vocation on 28 January 2025,
a momentous occasion for 298
graduating students. The day
began with a solemn Holy Qur-
bana presided over by Mar Se-
bastian Adayantharath, Bishop
of Mandya. In his homily, Bishop
Adayantharath encouraged the
graduates to cultivate humility
by recognizing and appreciating
the wisdom and talents of oth-
ers, rather than solely focusing
on their own accomplishments.
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dom with the graduating class. Fr.
Varghese Vithayathil CMI, Rector
of Dharmaram College, felicitat-
ed the graduates to embrace their
future endeavors with dedication
and integrity. Sr. Chindhu CMC
congratulated the new graduates,
acknowledging their hard work
and achievements. Representing
the graduating class, Fr. Arun Eyy-
alil thanked the professors, The
DVK administration and all who
supported the graduates through-
out their academic journey.

Founders Day

The Dharmaram community cele-
brated the founder’s day on 3 Jan-
uary 2025. The day was marked
by a solemn Holy Qurbana pre-

sided over by Fr. Antu Nayanga-
ra. Rev. Fr. Rector, Rev. Fr. Marius
Manickanamparambil, members
of staff and student priests con-
celebrated. In his homily, Fr.
Nayangara reflected on the beat-
itudes, describing them as “beau-
tiful attitudes” and connected
them to St. Chavara’s Dedication
to education and advocacy for
marginalized individuals. Earlier,
Fr. Varghese Vithayathil, Rector,
Dharmaram College, welcomed
the members of the Eucharistic
community and the representa-
tives from CMI parishes in Ben-
galuru to the function. The cele-
bration concluded with a festive
dinner for all.

Jubilee Celebrations

1 ’ l(ﬂ Ml

On 21 January 2025, Dharmaram community celebrated the golden
jubilee of the priestly ordination and religious profession of fathers
who had served Dharmaram College, as well as the silver jubilee of the
priestly ordination of fathers who are presently serving the institution.
The celebrations began with a solemn Holy Qurbana presided over by
Mar John Vadakel CMlI, bishop emeritus of Bijnor. The Homily was de-
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livered by Fr. Walter Thelappilly CMI, who pointed out that jubilee is an
occasion for thanksgiving for God’s many graces in our lives. Following
the Holy Mass, a felicitation programme was conducted, during which
the jubilarians shared their experiences. Fr. Benny Tharakunnel and Fr.
Sebastian Mullooparambil felicitated the jubilarians. Rev. Fr. Varghese
Vithayathil, our Rector, honoured the jubilarians with shawls while Rev.
Fr. Thomas Parayil, our Administrator, crowned them with Mysuru pe-
tas. Rev. Fr. Cherian Thalakulam gave away gifts to them as a token of
our Love and appreciation for them. The community also congratulated
Rev. Frs. Joby Kochumuttam and Jiby Edappallikunnel on the occasion
of the silver jubilee of their religious profession.

Conference with Fr. Prior General

On 16 January 2025, Rev. Fr.
Thomas Chathamparambil CMI,
CMI Prior General, addressed
the Dharmaram community. Fr.
Varghese Vithayathil, Rector of
Dharmaram College, welcomed
the Prior General. In his address,
Fr. Chathamparambil emphasized
the importance of holistic growth,
specifically highlighting the need
to cultivate intellectual, emo-
tional, and spiritual quotients. He
cautioned against idle talk and
gossip, reminding the community
that all events occur under God'’s
providence. He also stressed the
importance of balancing freedom
with responsibility. Following

his address, Fr. Prior General en-
gaged in afriendly and interactive
session with the brothers, foster-
ing open communication. The ses-
sion concluded with Bro. William
Velouni of the second-year philos-
ophy, expressing the community’s
gratitude to Fr. Prior General and
his thought provoking insights.

Conferment of Diaconate and Subdiaconate

Thirty brothers belonging to 11 provinces were ordained Deacons by
Mar. John Panamthottathil CMI, Bishop of Syro-Malabar Eparchy of
Melbourne on Monday, 24 March 2025 during a solemn liturgical cer-
emony held at Dharmaram Chapel. Rev. Fr. Antony Elamthottam, Pro-
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vincial of St. Joseph Province, Thiruvananthapuram, Rev. Fr. Varghese
Vithayathil, Rector, Dharmaram College, Rev. Fr. Emmanuel Kariyapu-
rayidam, Master of Third Year Theologians, Rev. Fr. Seby Vellanikkaran,
Rector, Santhom Home, Chennai concelebrated. A large number of
priests from various CMI provinces, DVK staff members, parents, and
relatives of the ordinandi, representatives from various religious com-
munities around Dharmaram College and various parishes in the city
witnessed the ordination ceremony. At the end of the ceremony Rev.
Dn. Arun Vadassery thanked everybody for their prayers and presence.
This year a record number of guests participated in the ordination cer-
emony. On the previous day, Mar. John Panamthottathil CMI conferred
Minor Orders of Karoyusa and Heupa- Diaknusa on thirty-three broth-
ers among them twenty-seven are CMI brothers, four are Camillian

I BN

brothers and one each from O Carm and Trinitarian Congregations.
Rev. Fr. Varghese Vithayathil, Rector, Dharmaram College, Rev. Fr.
Tomy Kattampally, Master of Second Year Theologians, Rev Fr. Binoy
Kuliyanickal, Provincial, Indian Province of Camillians and Rev. Fr. Nel-

CARMELASANDESAM | JUNE 2025 69



son Nedumpurath O Carm were the concelebrants. Many fathers from
various CMI Provinces and DVK staff members joined the ordination
ceremony. Rev. Bro. Augustine Pympillil CMI, representing the ordi-
nandi thanked the Bishop, Fr. Rector, Fr. Master and all others who ac-
companied them in their formative journey.

Renewal Programme for Priests

The renewal programme for fa-
thers of Dharmaram Community
was conducted at Christ Universi-
ty Kengeri Campus on 7-8 Febru-
ary, 2025. Sixty-two fathers par-
ticipated in the programme. Rev.
Fr. Varghese Vithayathil, Rector,
Dharmaram College extended
a warm welcome to all the par-
ticipants. Rev. Fr. Josey Thamar-
assery CMI, the Vicar General,
gave the orientation talk focusing
on the general thrusts and deci-
sions of the GS XXXVIII. On the
second day of the programme,
Rev. Fr. Benny Nalkara, Provin-
cial, S.H Province, Kochi, and Rev.
Fr. Biju Vellakada, Provincial, St.

B DARSANA, WARDHA

New Year Celebrations
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Thomas Province, Kozhikode
gave Input sessions on ‘CMls
as Pilgrims and Messengers of
Hope, "CMI Year of Family, Youth,
and Children’ and "CMI Education
Ministry: A Mission for Transfor-
mation’ respectively. The input
sessions were followed by group
discussion. The findings of the
group discussion were presented
in the final session. The two-day
event concluded with Rev. Fr. Rec-
tor thanking everybody for their
active participation in the Renew-
al programme, especially Rev. Fr.
Sony Chundattu and team at Ken-
geri for arranging everything for
the smooth conduct of the event
there.

The Darsana Family joyfully wel-
comed New Year with a solemn
Night Vigil commencing at 9:30
PM. This was followed by a mean-
ingful New Year Mass, bidding
farewell to the past by burning
the 'old man' The festivities con-
tinued with lively celebrations,
including the sharing of cake and
warm wishes exchanged. All the
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neighboring communities also

joined us in our celebrations
Apna Din @ the Parish

St Antony’s parish church, Ward-
ha hosted the Apana Din cele-
bration on 6 January, bringing to-
gether members of the parish as
a community for a day of fun and
togetherness. The event was or-
ganized by Darsana brothers and
it included a variety of events for
all ages.

Chavara Feast

The Darsana Family celebrated
the feast of St. Kuriakose Elias
Chavara with Profound faith and
devotion in collaboration with
CMC Carmelodaya Province,
Wardha, on 12 January. The cel-

ebration began with the Solemn
Mass by Rev Fr Santhosh Koth-
eril CMI, Provincial of Jagdalpur
Province, and it was followed by
the solemn procession to Car-
melodaya Provincial House. The
festivities included Band-set,

Fireworks and a captivating visual
saga presented by CMC Candi-
dates from EVB, Paloti.

The 23 of January was a day of immense joy for the Darsana Family
as we welcomed 13 of our newly ordained alumni to their alma mater.
Following a solemn Mass offered by the newly ordained priests for the
community, a warm reception was held in their honour. During their
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two-day stay, they revisited every corner of Darsana, remembering
their formative years and sharing nostalgic moments with the Darsan-
ites and neighboring communities. Their presence created a vibrant
and inspiring atmosphere.

Valedictory and Mega Drama

January, marked by a mega-drama "Achilles." Adding to the prestige of
the occasion, Sr. Tessy SJB, the Provincial Superior of Wardha Province,
graced the event as the Chief Guest. The ceremony also celebrated aca-
demic excellence with the distribution of awards to top performers and
the overall champions of the DKS programs. The mega-drama "Achil-
les," was hailed as Darsana's greatest presentation on the occasion. A
heartfelt thanks to Fr. Sibu CMI, the Director, Fr. Nithin CMI and Fr.
Prince CMI who poured their hard work and support into making the
day a great success.

CMI Renewal Program

As part of the Decennial prepera-
tions for the Bicentennial Jubilee
of the CMI Congregation, Dar-
sana hosted the CMI Renewal
Program 2025 on February 8-9.
The event began with a welcome
address by Rev. Fr. Francis Ay-
karaparampil CMI, the Rector,

Vellakada CMI, and Reuv. Fr. Josey

followed by an orientation talk by
Rev. Fr. Martin Mallath CMI. The
sessions featured Rev. Fr. Jose
Nandhikkara CMI, Rev. Fr. Biju
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Thamarassery CMI, focusing on
CMI spirituality, education, and
mission respectively. A panel dis-
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cussion on ‘Service to Families,
Children, and Youth’, moderated
by Rev. Fr. Josey Thamarassery
CMI, featured Bro. Shoji, Bro. Siril,
and Bro. Rohith, who shared their
insights on Chavarul’s relevance
today. The program conclud-
ed with a message and blessing
from Mar Sebastian Vaniyapu-
rackal, Curia Bishop. The event
reinforced the CMI commitment
to education, pastoral care, and
community service.

Atmodaya 2K25

In celebration of the 220" birth
anniversary of St. Chavara, DIP,
Wardha, organized the Atmodaya
Extension Lectures. The keynote
speaker was Bp. Sebastian Vani-
yapurackal, the Curia Bishop, who
delivered an insightful talk on “St.
Chavara: The Continuing Legacy
of a Wonderworker” The one-
hour lecture was followed by an
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engaging discussion with the au-
dience, enriching the understand-
ing of St. Chavara’s lasting influ-
ence. The event concluded with a
warm agape, fostering fellowship
and community spirit.

Jubilee Celebrations

The Darsana Family joyfully wel-
comed Bp. Joseph Kunnath CMI,
Bishop Emeritus of the Diocese
of Adilabad, as he celebrated his
Silver Jubilee of Episcopal Ordi-
nation. The occasion also honored
two priests related to Fr. Rector,
recognizing their milestone jubi-
lees. During the dinner gather-
ing, we felicitated Rev Fr Mathew
Emprayil SDB who celebrated the
golden jubilee of priestly ordi-
nation and Rev Fr Jose Palackal
CMI who celebrated the silver
jubilee of priestly ordination. The
evening was filled with gratitude
and joy, marking a memorable
moment of fraternity and appre-
ciation.
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Ash Monday

¥

The Lenten season began on 3™ of
March with a solemn Ash Monday
celebration at St Chavara Audi-
torium. Fr. Harish led the evening
Mass, joined by the Pavitra Pari-
var and neighbouring communi-
ties. His homily, focused on the
true spirit of Lent, invited all to
draw closer to the Lord’s passion
during this sacred season.

Feast of St. Joseph

19 March was a day of great joy
and spiritual significance for the
Darsana family as we celebrated
the feast of Rev. Fr. Wilson CMl,
the Principal of Sant Chavara
School, Rev. Fr. Libin CMI, the An-
imator, along with 9 of our broth-
ers who share the blessed name
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of St. Joseph. The celebrations
began with a prayer service in the
evening. The Holy Mass was of-
fered with deep devotion, as our
brothers entrusted themselves to
the intercession of St. Joseph, the
patron of the CMI Congregation.

Adios Amigo

29 March marked a memorable
and heartfelt occasion for the
Darsana Family as we bid fare-
well to Fr. Libin and senior broth-
ers. The day commenced with a
Solemn High Mass. Under the
theme “Adios Amigo,” the junior
brothers organized a meaningful
send-off, recalling treasured mo-
ments shared with Fr Libin Thek-
kumkattil and senior brothers in
Darsana expressing our gratitude.
The gathering concluded with a
grand agape, lovingly prepared by
the juniors. We were honored by
the presence of Fr. Varghese Vi-
thayathil CMI, the Rector of Dhar-
maram College, Fr Som Vechoor
CMI and Fr Ajesh Vadakkel CMI.
On 31st of March Fr Libin left for
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Rome for his doctoral studies and
on 1%t of April, the senior broth-
ers departed for their respective
provinces.

Visit from St. Charles
As a part of Wardha Darshan

3

The Holy Week in Darsana was
a spiritual resemblance to get

on 30 March, Brothers from St.
Charles Seminary, Nagpur paid
a friendly visit to the Darsana
family. The brothers engaged in a
friendly match. After an inspiring
and memorable time together,
they departed for Nagpur.

Holy Week in Darsana

rejuvenated in the Passion and
Resurrection of our Lord Jesus
Christ. The neighbouring con-
vent communities and families of
Pavitra Parivar were also present
for all the ceremonies in connec-
tion with the Holy Week. There
were many to attend it. We had
Way of the Cross from Darsana to
the Parish on Good Friday. Easter
Holy Mass was held at 10 o'clock
at night..

H CARMEL VIDYABHAVAN, PUNE I

Journey of Faith: A Glimpse into
Carmel Vidya Bhavan's
Academic Year

Pune, a city embraced by lush
greenery and dynamic scenery,
extends a warm welcome. Here,
at Carmel Vidya Bhavan (CVB),
the community thrives under the
guidance of three Revered CMI
priests: Fr. James Thayil CMI,
Rector of CVB and Vicar of Car-
mel Parish; Fr. Arun Chully CMI,
Principal of Christ College; and Fr.
Antony Puthusery CMI, admin-
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istrator of both CVB and Christ
College.

Within this nurturing environ-
ment, twenty brothers from three
different batches diligently pur-
sued their Theological degrees
at the Jnana Deepa Pontifical
Atheneum in the academic year
2024-25. The very fabric of this
community is woven with warmth
and camaraderie, as members ac-
tively engage in diverse activities
to proclaim Christ to the people
of God. These ministries are not
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merely about external outreach;
they deeply enhance and enrich
the inner development and inte-
grated growth of each individual
scholastic. Herein is a swift delv-
ing into some of the notable ac-
tivities from the academic year
2024-25.

A Grateful Heart: Celebrating
Our Lady of Mount Carmel

“Carmel” has become the heart-
beat of the Punites. For the past
83 years of CVB’s history, Our
Lady of Mount Carmel, who pre-
sented the Scapular to St. Simon
Stock for the salvation of souls,
has continuously bestowed her
protection upon this community
through her Son. To express our
profound gratitude and joy, we
hosted a High Tea for all staff and
students of Jnana Deepa. This
heartfelt gathering was an occa-
sion for shared prayers and agape,
extended also to the superiors of
various religious houses.

Theological Pursuits: Beyond
the Classroom

Theological studies at Jnana
Deepa are seen as far more than
just a part of the CVB formation.
They serve as a powerful lens
through which to understand the
complexities of the world, offer-
ing new perspectives through
contextualization. Professors em-
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ploy innovative evaluation meth-
ods that transform intellectual
pursuit into an integrated and
engaging experience, ensuring
that all our brothers are theologi-
cally enriched. A testament to this
dedication is Dn. Libin Veliyappilil
CMI of Jagadalpur Province, who
bagged the first Rank, with an
outstanding score of 95% in the fi-
nal Comprehensive viva. The oth-
er six CMI batchmates also fared
well in the exams with remarka-
ble performances which has truly
impressed the JD administration
and teaching staff with awe!

Furthermore, the Contextual The-
ology program for second-year
students is another exempla-
ry learning approach at Jnana
Deepa. Seven of our brothers
embarked on an immersive one-
month program in Kolkata, gain-
ing invaluable practical insights
into the faith aspects of the local
people, thereby deepening their
understanding of theological per-
spectives in real-world contexts.

Nurturing Souls: Pastoral
Ministry in Pune

The pastoral ministry undertaken
by the brothers in Carmel Parish,
Pune, is instrumental in mould-
ing them to meet the demands of
the contemporary world. Sever-
al events from this year deserve
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special mention, particularly the
Parish Day celebrations and the
Way of the Cross. For Parish Day,
various parish associations were
entrusted with diverse programs,
with our brothers providing lead-
ership, animation and timely in-
terventions for the marvellous
event named "Manthrika Kan-
naadi." As part of the festivities,
sports competitions were organ-
ized between family units, where
our brothers played pivotal roles
in both organization and partici-
pation.

This year's Way of the Cross for
Good Friday was truly praisewor-
thy. Every station of the passion
was powerfully enacted by the
parishioners, commencing from

Milestones of Faith:

the SVD house and culminating
on our campus. It was a deeply
moving and witnessing act for the
thousands of faithful who partic-
ipated and the local people, the
travellers and commuters on the
streets, who observed the pious
and moving celebration of the
passion and death of Our Lord.

Ordinations and Departures

After several years of dedicated spiritual, mental, and physical prepa-
ration, seven brothers received their minor orders at Carmel Vidya
Bhavan on February 22, 2025. On the following day, February 23,
2025, seven brothers were ordained Deacons. These significant orders

CARMELASANDESAM | JUNE 2025

77



THROUGH THE INSTITUTIONS

were conferred by Mar Thomas
Elavanal, Bishop of Kalyan, mark-
ing profound moments in their
spiritual journeys. The Carmel
Parish community made all the
arrangements, including the dec-
oration of the Church and prepa-
ration and serving of food for the
entire faith community and invit-
ed guests.

A Cycle of Welcome and
Farewell

As a new academic year dawns,
the CVB community experienc-

es a poignant blend of emotions.
There is immense happiness and
joy in welcoming the new batch
of brothers, yet a sense of sor-
row and sadness permeates the
air with the departure of the dea-
cons.Inthe current academicyear
(2025-26), six new brothers were
embraced with the warmth and
grace of CVB, while seven dea-
cons bid a heartfelt farewell to
the hallowed grounds of Carmel
Vidya Bhavan on 11 June 2025,
as they returned to their provinc-
es for Pastoral Ministry.
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Condolence Meeting in Honour of His Holiness Pope Francis

In a deeply moving display of faith and unity, the Catholic Bishops’ Con-
ference of India (CBCI) and Chavara Cultural Centre, Delhi, jointly or-
ganised a solemn condolence meeting to honor the life and legacy of
His Holiness Pope Francis. The event, held at the Diocesan Community
Centre, Sacred Heart Cathedral, brought together an extraordinary
gathering of Archbishops, religious leaders, ambassadors, and dignitar-
ies from across faiths and nations.

The program commenced with the Inaugural Address by Most Rev. Anil
Joseph Thomas Couto, Archbishop of Delhi & CBCI Secretary General,
whose words set the tone for an evening of heartfelt remembrance and
shared commitment to Pope Francis’s ideals. The Benedictory Address
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was delivered by H.E. Most Rev. Dr. Joshua Mar Ignathios, Chair, CBCI
Dialogue Commission, whose blessing and reflections further uplifted
the spirit of unity and peace.

The event was honored by the presence of the following ambassa-
dors: H. E. Javier Manuel Paulinich Velarde, Ambassador of Peru; H.E.
Jaqueline Mukangira, Ambassador of Rwanda; H.E. Mr. Reuben Gauci,
Ambassador of Malta; H.E. Mr. Omar Castafneda, Ambassador of Gua-
temala; H.E. Mr. Kevin Kelly, Ambassador of Ireland; and H.E. Mr. Joao
Ribeiro de Almeida, Ambassador of Portugal; Rev. Msgr. Juan Pablo C.
Hernandez, Secretary, Apostolic Nunciature, India, along with other
esteemed representatives.

A powerful highlight of the evening was the unprecedented moment
when nine religious leaders and nine ambassadors stood united on one
stage, reflecting Pope Francis’s spirit of interfaith solidarity and uni-
versal love. The event became not just a tribute, but a renewed call for
peace and reconciliation, urging all communities to carry forward his
mission of dialogue, care for the marginalized, and healing divisions in
society. The evening concluded with a collective prayer for peace, leav-
ing a lasting sense of hope and unity.

Speaker at the Global Justice, Love & Peace Summit 2025, Dubai

“Peace Begins when we start celebrating the Other”

Fr. Roby Kannamchirayil CMI, Director of Chavara Cultural Centre,
Delhi, served as the distinguished Catholic representative at the Glob-
al Justice, Love & Peace Summit 2025 in Dubai as a speaker. Amidst a
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gathering of global leaders, Nobel laureates, spiritual icons, and peace
advocates, Fr. Roby stood out as the only Catholic priest, representing
the Catholic faith on a stage of international significance.

The event powerfully showcased Chavara Cultural Centre’s commit-
ment to global harmony and elevated its role as a beacon for dialogue

and peacebuilding.

National Micro Drama Festival
- THESPIS4

i ¥ K 9|
In partnership with VRIKSH the
Theatre and supported by the
National School of Drama (NSD),
Chavara Cultural Centre, Delhi,
hosted the National Micro Drama
Festival, THESPIS4. This event
showcased 27 micro-dramas( 10
minutes each) with the vibrancy
and creativity of young drama-
tists, and drawing an audience of
over 450, including many aspiring
artists and theatre lovers.

KISHOREDA - A Musical Trib-
ute to the Legendary Kishore
Kumar

Chavara Cultural Centre, Delhi, in
collaboration with Voice of Kochi,
organized "KISHOREDA"—a
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grand musical tribute celebrating
the timeless legacy of Kishore
Kumar. Held at the iconic Sri Ram
Centre, this vibrant evening fea-
tured soulful live performances
from talented artists, transport-
ing the audience through the
magical melodies and memories
associated with Kishore Kumar’s
legendary career.

Acting Workshop with Ravi
Kemmu - Nurturing New Tal-
ents in Theatre

In association with Bahumukhi
Kalakaar Sangam, Chavara Cul-
tural Centre, Delhi, successfully
organized a two-day acting work-
shop at Majnu Ka Tilla, led by ac-
claimed theatre and film person-
ality Ravi Kemmu. The workshop
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was designed to nurture bud-
ding actors, providing them with
hands-on experience in acting
techniques, improvisation, and

expressive performance.

Kristu Mahotsav 2024: Festival
of Christian Charity

Chavara Cultural Centre, Delhi,
illuminated the Christmas sea-
son by hosting “Kristu Mahot-
sav 2024, an inter-religious and
inclusive celebration that wel-
comed over 500 specially-abled
and underprivileged children. The
program included uplifting per-
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formances, carol singing, a magic
show, and the symbolic cutting of
a Christmas cake led by nine reli-
gious leaders offering prayers for
unity and goodwill.

The event drew over 1,000 guests
and dignitaries from various
walks of life, reinforcing the Cen-
tre’'s message of love, hope, and
communal harmony.

Inauguration of St. Chavara
Lecture Series Featuring
Dr. Shashi Tharoor, MP

§t. Chavara

LECTURE SERIES

The St. Chavara Lecture Series
was inaugurated with a vision to
spark dialogue on “Education as
a Catalyst for Social Transforma-
tion: St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara -
The Model of Sustainable Devel-
opment.” Dr. Shashi Tharoor, MP,
delivered the keynote address,
highlighting the transformative
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role of education in building an
equitable and progressive society.

The event featured a prayer song,
welcome remarks by Fr. Roby
Kannamchirayil CMI, and a presi-
dential address by Bishop Deepak
Valerian Tauro. Over 700 attend-
ees—educators, students, and
community leaders—participated
in this landmark gathering, which
received widespread media at-
tention.

International Interfaith
Conference, California in
association with CICIIS

Chavara Cultural Centre, Delhi,
joined hands with the Chavara
International Center for Indian
and Inter-religious Studies (CICI-
IS), California, to organize a sig-
nificant international interfaith
conference. Leaders from various
world religions, along with sec-
ular voices, convened under the
theme “Journeying Together to
the Destination: Scope and Chal-
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lenges in the Light of Different
Faith and Traditions in the World”

This event featured cultural per-
formances, a fusion dance, and
dynamic discussions, fostering
global partnerships and strength-
ening the Centre’s internation-
al role in promoting peace and
mutual understanding. The con-
ference opened doors for future
collaborations and inspired new
directions in interfaith dialogue.

Passion for the Nation-Peace
Education Programmes

Throughout the year, Chavara
Cultural Centre, Delhi, has cham-
pioned a broad series of Peace
Education Programmes—notably
the "U-in-D Talks" (Unity in Diver-
sity) and "Passion for the Nation"
initiatives. These programs have
reached thousands of students
in Delhi, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh,
and beyond, sowing the seeds of
leadership, social responsibility,
compassion, and interfaith har-
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mony.

The Peace Education
grammes typically include:

Pro-

Creating an atmosphere of mutu-
al respect and acceptance among
the students of different faiths.

Interactive sessions on unity,
leadership, and social values

Student oaths for peace and har-
mony

Cultural performances repre-
senting India’s religious and social
diversity

Distribution of badges and certifi-
cates to encourage lifelong learn-
ing and leadership

Key schools where Peace Educa-
tion Programs were conducted:

Infant Jesus School, Dwarka, New
Delhi (July 11, 2024), St. Peter’s
School, Faridabad (July 20, 2024),
Sacred Heart Convent School,
Moradabad, Uttar Pradesh (Au-
gust 30, 2024), Holy Child Senior
Secondary School, Tagore Garden
(August 9, 2024), and St. Peter’s
Convent School, Sector 88A, Har-
yana (August 15, 2024) etc.

These efforts have positioned
Chavara Cultural Centre as a re-
gional leader in peace education,
empowering students to become
ambassadors of unity and harmo-

ny.
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Chavara Cultural Centre, Delhi
and Patna Archdiocese Host
Inter-Religious Program Pro-

moting Peace and Harmony

Chavara Cultural Centre, New
Delhi, in collaboration with the
Patna Archdiocese, organized
a landmark Inter-religious Pro-
gram at Navjyoti Niketan, Patna.
Themed “Journeying Together
to Promote Peace and Harmony:
Scope and Challenges, in the Light
of Different Faiths and Traditions
in India,” the event gathered dis-
tinguished leaders from a varie-
ty of religions as well as experts
from multiple fields.

This significant program served
as a vibrant platform for dialogue
and understanding, with a focus
on rebuilding bonds and strength-
ening fellowship among diverse
faith communities in the region.

By fostering mutual respect and
encouraging collaborative efforts,
the event reflected the core mis-
sion of Chavara Cultural Centre:
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to be a catalyst for peace, dia-
logue, and interfaith harmony.

Participation as Panelist at
the 9t International Interfaith
Conference

Chavara Cultural Centre, Delhi,
continued its commitment to pro-
moting interfaith harmony and di-
alogue as Dr. Fr. Roby Kannanchi-
ra CMI was invited to serve as a
distinguished panelist at the 9t
International Interfaith Confer-
ence, held at the renowned City
Montessori School in Lucknow.
Recognized globally for its dedi-
cation to fostering understanding
among diverse faiths, the confer-
ence provided an important plat-
form for the exchange of ideas
and experiences on peacebuilding
and social integration.

The presence of Chavara Cultural
Centre at this prominent gather-
ing not only enhanced the Cen-
tre's reputation as a thought lead-
er in interfaith dialogue but also
helped forge new connections
with influential institutions and
individuals committed to global
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peace.

Interfaith Dialogue on a Child
Marriage-Free India

INTERFAITH DIALOGUE
ON

e fdare 9+ airea

CHILD MARRIAGE FREE INDIA

I =, =
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CHILD MARRIAGE INDIA

#ChildMurriugeFreelndia

Chavara Cultural Centre, in col-
laboration with India Child Pro-
tection, hosted a pivotal interfaith
dialogue advocating for a child
marriage-free society. Religious
leaders, community representa-
tives, and media participated in
meaningful discussions, strength-
ening collective efforts to protect
children’s rights and fostering an
inclusive and just society.

Inter-Religious Ecumenical
Easter Celebration

Chavara Cultural Centre, Del-
hi, in association with the Delhi
Syro-Malabar Youth Movement
(DSYM), organized a remarkable
Inter-Religious-Ecumenical East-
er Celebration titled ‘Aasha Ka
Mahotsav’ (Celebration of Hope).
The event was graced by the es-
teemed presence of H.E. Juan
Angulo, Ambassador of Chile to
India, who served as the Chief
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Guest, further emphasizing the
event’s international and inter-
faith significance.

This vibrant gathering brought
together diverse faith communi-
ties and energetic youth, aiming
to foster mutual respect, accept-
ance, and appreciation among
different religions. The program
featured soul-stirring dance and
music performances, meaning-

ful interfaith messages, and mo-
ments of collective prayer, beau-
tifully capturing the essence of
Easter as a festival of hope and
renewal.

With more than 400 audience
members and youth participants,
the celebration created a lively
and inclusive atmosphere, filled
with unity, cultural expression,
and joy.
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Think well, Speak well, Do well.

These three things,

through the mercy of God,
will make a man go to Heaven.

- St. Camillus de Lellis
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e Rev. Fr Mathew Pattathil CMI
(74) belonging to St Joseph Prov-
ince, Kottayam was called to his
eternal reward on January 27,
2025. The Funeral was held on
January 29, 2025 at Gethsemane
Church, Palampra

e Rev. Fr George Vattamkandam
CMI (91), a member of Mary Ma-
tha Vice-Province, Hyderabad
was called to his eternal reward
on March 26, 2025. The funeral
was held at St Joseph’s Bhavan
Minor Seminary Orappu, Manan-
thavady on March 28, 2025.

e Rev. Fr Kuriakose Palakkattu
CMI (76), belonging to St. Xavi-
er's Province, Rajkot was called
to eternal reward on March 27,
2025. The Funeral was held on
March 29, 2025 at Sacred Heart
Cathedral (Prem Mandir), Rajkot.

e Rev. Fr Jose Koolipurackal CMI
(74), belonging to St Joseph’s
Province  Thiruvananthapuram
was called to eternal reward on
March 29, 2025. The Funeral was
held on March 31, 2025, at Sacred
Heart Monastery Church Cheth-
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ipuzha.

e Rev. Fr George Thevalakkara
CMI (88), belonging to St Joseph’s
Province, Thiruvananthapuram,
was called to eternal reward on
April 03, 2025. The funeral was
held at Sacred Heart Monastery,
Chethipuzha, on April 07,2025.

e Rev. Fr Sebastian Pinel CMI
(85) belonging to St Joseph’s Pro
vince,Thiruvananthapuram was
called to his eternal reward on
April 21, 2025. The funeral was
held on April 22, 2025 at St Jo-
seph’s Monastery Church, Man-
nanam.

e Rev. Fr Jose Pottakaran CMI
(86), belonging to St Paul Prov-
ince, Bhopal was called to eternal
reward on May 11, 2025. The fu-
neral was held at Sagar Bhavan,
Thrissur,on May 15, 2025.

e Rev. Fr Justin Koyipuram CMI
(89), belonging to St Joseph Prov-
ince, Kottayam was called to his
eternal reward on June 07, 2025.
The funeral was held at St John’s
Monastery, Mutholy on June 9,
2025,
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