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As we celebrate the joyous mystery of Christmas and prepare to wel-
come the New Year, we are invited once again to contemplate on the
profound truth of our faith: God has chosen to dwell among us. In the
humble Child of Bethlehem, we encounter Emmanuel—God with us—
who enters human history not with power and splendor, but with hu-
mility, tenderness, and self-giving love.

The mystery of the Incarnation assures us that no human experience
is foreign to God. He comes to us in the ordinary realities of life, sanc-
tifying our struggles, hopes, and limitations. In a world marked by un-
certainty, violence, and growing indifference, Christmas proclaims a
message of hope that does not disappoint—a hope rooted in God’s un-
wavering fidelity and love.

As followers of Christ, we are called to be bearers of this hope. Our vo-
cation as Carmelites of Mary Immaculate invites us to witness to God’s
presence through prayer, love and mission. Inspired by the life and vi-
sion of St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara, we are reminded that authentic
discipleship integrates contemplation with committed action and faith
with concrete service, especially to the poor and the marginalized.

The New Year offers us a grace-filled opportunity for renewal of our
personal commitment, our community life, and our missionary zeal. It
invites us to deepen our spiritual roots, strengthen bonds of fraternity,
and respond creatively and courageously to the challenges of our time.
In doing so, we become signs of God'’s love and instruments of reconcil-
iation in the world.

Let us journey forward with trust, mutual respect, and a renewed sense
of responsibility for one another and for the mission entrusted to us.
May the light of Christ, born anew at Christmas, illumine our hearts,
guide our steps, and renew our hope. With fraternal affection and
prayers, | wish you all a blessed Christmas and a New Year filled with
God'’s grace, peace, and joy.

Fr. Thomas Chathamparampil CMI
Prior General




Editorial

In this era of social media, many of us watch Instagram reels and short
videos. While much of what we scroll through is ephemeral, a recent reel
offered a profound metaphor for our consecrated life: the concept of the
"Spiritual Bank." Unlike the secular banks where we manage our financial
transactions, this divine bank account operates on a different - the curren-
cy of prayer.

The metaphor is simple yet deeply practical for our spiritual life. In a fi-
nancial bank, we deposit money during times of abundance so that it is
available during times of need. In the Spiritual Bank, we deposit prayers -
Rosaries, Hail Marys, or Our Fathers - during our quiet moments, our trav-
els, or our times of adoration. We are not merely repeating words; we are
building a reservoir of grace.

We are frequently approached with the request: "Father, please keep me
in your prayers." We sincerely promise to do so, yet the frailty of human
memory and the ‘busyness’ of ministry can sometimes lead us to "default"
on that promise. The beauty of the Spiritual Bank is that it provides a rem-
edy for this forgetfulness.

When a family member, a parishioner, or a stranger requests our prayers
for any of their intentions, we can immediately "withdraw" from the
spiritual deposits we have already kept in our Spiritual Bank. We offer
those previously recited Rosaries or prayers to the Lord for that specific
intention. By maintaining a robust balance in our prayer account, we en-
sure that we are always ready to provide for the spiritual needs of others,
even at a moment's notice.

Let us use our time diligently to fill our spiritual bank account to the brim.
In doing so, we ensure that our ministry of intercession remains faithful,
reliable, and always abundant in grace. In addition, it turns a vague prom-
ise ("l will pray for you") into a tangible act of love. It encourages us to use
our "wasted" time (traveling, waiting) to make spiritual deposits. Also, it
removes the guilt of forgetting anintention, as the prayer has already been
"pre-paid" with love.

May the New Year 2026 be a time of spiritual renewal for all of us.

Fr. Martin Mallath CMI
General Councillor for Education and Media
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FROM
MONASTIC ORDER TO

MISSIONARY
X. CONGREGATION

£

This is not a note on the history
of the CMI Congregation nor a
piece of autobiography. But it is
both in a way. The following pag-
es are the result of my reflections
on how the congregation’s and
my own lifestyle has changed
over the years during my lifetime
in the CMI Congregation. It also
includes an assessment on how
these changes have affected the
religious life of the members, pos-
itively as well as negatively.

It was in 1960 that | joined the as-
pirants’ house of the CMI Congre-
gation at Vazhakulam to contin-
ue my studies in the 10t (at that
time 11t) standard at Infant Jesus
High School on being paternally
and lovingly promoted by Rev.

FR JOSE KURIEDATH

Fr. Oswald, a very loving and el-
derly priest whom | happened to
meet at Koonammavu monastery
while | was an altar server and
secretary of the Marian Sodality.
Except for the rather strict time-
table and other rules of discipline,
we did not feel anything special
about the lifestyle in the aspir-
ants’ house. | very successfully
completed my SSLC with a first
class (rather rare in those years)
and moved to Neeleeswaram for
further studies in Latin and Syr-
iac for two years. There also the
lifestyle of Vazhakulam continued
without any important changes.
It was towards the end of 1962 a
new postulants’ home was com-
pleted at Kalamassery in the cam-
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pus of the Provincial House itself,
and we were moved to the new
house as its first batch. Though
Rev. Fr. Cyprian, a very erudite
and capable teacher of Latin took
charge as our Rector, there also
the same lifestyle continued.

Into Carmelite Culture

My batch of 20 aspirants entered
the novitiate in May 1963, with
vestition, i.e., with the reception
of the brown Carmelite habit.
In the novitiate we really began
to feel the Carmelite culture. It
was only very few years since the
name of the Congregation was
changed from ‘Third Order of
Carmelites Discalced (TOCD)' to
‘Carmelites of Mary Immaculate
(CMI). Even after the changes, the
Congregation maintained several
features of the semi-contempla-
tive lifestyle of the Carmelite Or-
der, to which the Congregation
was attached almost a century
ago as the clerical version of the
Third Order, which was primarily
intended as a pious association
for lay persons. Some of the very
conspicuous external features of
the Carmelite Order lifestyle that
were taught by Fr. Leopold Bec-
caro, the delegate of the bishop,
from the very beginning and were
still persisting were the follow-
ing: the brown habit along with
the cream colour cope, silence in

specified places and times, very
strict silence after the examina-
tion of conscience at night, the
idea of enclosure into which even
the diocesan priests were not al-
lowed to enter (we had to meet
them as well as all relatives, both
male and female, in the parlour,
and the food was served to them
there if it was meal time), medita-
tion in community, divine praises
of all the three times in com-
mon, strict silence and reading
of spiritual books during meals,
permission needed to go out of
the community even to places of
pastoral ministry, strict and disci-
plined movements of body parts
like hand, head etc. while sitting,
walking etc., complete prohibi-
tiontouse lay dress and hence the
need to wear the religious habit
even for play and manual labour,
maintaining the order of seniority
strictly in chapel, dining hall etc.
and so on. All these together in-
stilled in us the style of a monastic
and semi-contemplative life.

We realized that the monastic
community life was maintained
with the help of several such
external support systems. The
break or default in any element
of the system was very seriously
frowned upon and even punished.
The punishment like public scold-
ing, additional spiritual activity
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and so on were given not only to
those in formation, but even to
senior members, who accepted
them in total submission. Since
these external structures were
considered to be essential for
maintaining the monastic life-
style, members were very rarely
and grudgingly given exemption
from such rules.

Besides such external structures,
the basics of spirituality that we
learned and were trained to prac-
tice in the novitiate were also
Carmelite in nature. We were en-
couraged to read the writings of
St Theresa of Avila, St John of the
Cross, St Therese of Lisieux and so
on. The writings and teachings of
St Kuriakose Elias Chavara were
almost unheard. The Constitution
of the Congregation had little to
say about mission; in fact, there
was no section on mission. Instead
of the four chapters, namely reli-
gious life, mission, formation and
administration, which the present
Constitution contains, the previ-
ous Constitutions had only three
chapters, the obvious omission
being ‘mission’. The religious life
was explained more as a life of
prayer and community without
much to say about the missionary
responsibility of all Christians,
particularly of the religious. The
decision making by the superior

was much emphasized; the indi-
vidual had little role in it. His main
responsibility was to obey the
decision of the superior. So the
individual member was not given
any training in making responsi-
ble decision by himself. He was
given training in living according
to the rules and other structures
that were already established and
as per the decision of the superi-
or. It seems, no situation outside
such structures was conceived as
the members were not expected
to live alone or apart from others.

Instead of undertaking a mission
for the Church, the religious were
seen to be living to attain perfec-
tion as the heavenly father him-
self was perfect. That itself was
considered a silent witnessing to
the sanctity of the Christian life.
So, religious life entailed basical-
ly removal of vices and nurturing
of virtues and thus pursuing of
spiritual perfection. During the
formation period, we were given
training in special examination of
conscience apart from the com-
mon one, focusing on the removal
of each specified vice or nurturing
of a particular virtue during a pe-
riod of time. This was the vision
of religious life, especially of con-
templative and semi-contempla-
tive types, in pre-Vatican |l period.
In the case of the CMI Congrega-
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tion we learn from history that
though the founding fathers, par-
ticularly Malpan Thomas Palackal
and his disciple Fr. Kuriakose Elias
Chavara, wanted to found a com-
munity of the religious priests
who would go around and preach
to the people in the Dominican
style, and thus enlighten them in
theological and spiritual matters,
the rules of life that were given to
the first batch of the fathers by the
bishop in 1855 at the time of their
religious profession were almost
those of the Carmelite Order with
minor changes. Though a number
of first fathers were not enthusi-
asticto accept those rules, St Cha-
vara accepted them and exhorted
his confreres to accept them as
if they were given by the Blessed
Mother in her maternal love. Even
so, there existed tension often be-
tween the requirements of mo-
nastic lifestyle and the demands
of pastoral needs of the people.
The fathers experienced hurdles
and tensions in getting permis-
sion for such ministries due to the
restrictions of the monastic struc-
tures. From the time of its affilia-
tion to the Carmelite Order as its
third order in 1861, the members
of the order were periodically in-
structed in the various rules of
the Carmelite life by the delegate
Fr. Leopold Beccaro, who was

also the first novice master of the
Congregation. Fr. Leopold used to
convene the local superiors and
also the members several times in
a year and give practical guidance
to live the monastic life. Within a
few years he inculcated in them
the Carmelite lifestyle; a few who
found it too restrictive left the re-
ligious life and went back to min-
ister as diocesan priests.

Tension between Monastic Life
and Mission

The tension or even conflict be-
tween the controls of the rules
and the needs of pastoral minis-
try existed for about a century
in the Congregation. In fact, the
members undertook and the su-
periors permitted several kinds
of pastoral ministries in spite of
the restrictions imposed by the
monastic lifestyle. The tension
grew deeper when the members
of the Syro-Malabar Church be-
gan to emigrate to the Malabar
region and settle down there
from 1930’s. The whole of the
Malabar region was under the
jurisdiction of the Latin diocese
of Calicut (Kozhikode), as the
proper territory of the Syro-Mal-
abar Church was restricted to the
area between the rivers Bharat-
apuzha in the north and Pampa
in the south from the time of the
establishment of two vicariates,
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Thrissur and Kottayam, in 1887.
The restriction on the areadid not
change even when the Hierarchy
was established in 1923. Even so,
the members of the Congregation
accompanied the migrants to new
places and ministered to them in
the Syrian rite. It was considered
as an exceptionin the lifestyle due
to the exigencies of the pastoral
care.

Towards a Missionary
Congregation

The Holy See could not ignore the
conflict situation. Hence, when
the Congregation was divided
into three provinces in 1953, it
sent Bp Bonaventura Arana OCD,
a former bishop of Vijayapuram
as an observer and guide to the
General Synaxis. In his introduc-
tory message to the Synaxis he
observed that the Holy See ap-
preciated the great and praise-
worthy ministries the members
of the Congregation were doing
in different parts of Kerala, par-
ticularly in the region of Mala-
bar along with the migration of
the Syro-Malabar faithful to that
area. He commended that such
works should continue as long as
the need exists. However, he not-
ed that the rules of the Congre-
gation were rather restrictive on
such ministries and hence needed

to be modified according to the
needs of the times. Heeding to the
advice, the Synaxis modified some
rules and submitted a new Con-
stitution to the Holy See for ap-
proval. Though some attempt was
made to give more importance to
the mission of the Congregation,
still it carried most characteristics
of the monastic lifestyle.

Serious attempt for reform and
significant modifications were
made only after Vatican Il, which
through its Constitution on
‘Church’ (Lumen Gentium) and
Decree on ‘Religious Life’ (Per-
fectae Caritatis) gave a new di-
rection to the understanding of
both Church and religious life.
Religious life was seen as radical
discipleship and along with all
members of the Church, the reli-
gious were also expected to bear
witness to Jesus and his mission
through their specific charism.
They were to be pioneer mis-
sionaries of evangelization ac-
cording to the needs of time and
place as well as the nature of their
charism. As most of the religious
communities took up the respon-
sibility of reforming their lifestyle
according to this new vision, the
CMI Congregation also under-
took a very difficult and long task
of reforming its own lifestyle. Af-
ter the conclusion of Vatican I,
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the Congregation formed several
committees to study in detail the
different aspects of religious life
and also the history of the CMI
Congregation in order to deter-
mine the specific nature of the
charism of the Congregation.
This effort gathered momentum
in 1978 after Rev. Fr. Thomas Ay-
kara was elected the Prior Gen-
eral of the Congregation. Under
the leadership of Rev. Fr. Canisi-
us (formerly Prior General) who
was elected as the Vicar General,
such a study was made with the
involvement of several members,
and a special session of the Gen-
eral Synaxis was convened to
make changes in the Constitution
in the light of the theological in-
sights from Vatican Il and also the
history of the Congregation.

Then arose in the Congregation
the most basic question wheth-
er the CMI Congregation should
continue as a monastic order as
given shape by the Carmelite
missionaries in the initial years or
more as a missionary congrega-
tion as it was envisaged initially
by Malpan Thomas Palackal and
his disciple St. Chavara. Anoth-
er question was also raised if the
congregation should continue
to be called Carmelite, as it was
given to it, but not planned by
the first fathers. A section of the

members, especially the seniors,
preferred to be known as Carmel-
ites, while the other section ar-
gued for shedding the Carmelite
garb and be known just as ‘Con-
gregation of Mary Immaculate)
similar to the name used by the
first fathers, ‘Servants of Mary
Immaculate. After long debate
from both sides, finally the name
‘Carmelites of Mary Immaculate’
(CMI) was chosen.

Missionary Lifestyle

By this time, a good number of
the members of the Congregation
had begun to live outside the so-
called monasteries either alone
or in small groups. While | was
an altar server at Koonammavu
monastery, there were about fif-
teen to twenty priests living in a
comparatively large community.
But, by the 1960’s several priests
were living individually in parish-
es abroad for studies and pastoral
ministry. In 1962 the Exarchate
of Chanda was entrusted to the
Congregation; later, several other
dioceses, Bijnor (1972), Jagdalpur
(1972), Rajkot (1977), Sagar
(1977), were entrusted to it. In
all these dioceses, the members
of the Congregation began to live
and work individually or in small
numbers of just two or three. Due
to the nature of the work in re-
mote villages, it was difficult for
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them to follow a community time-
table. Almost all of them lived like
parish priests, except that there
was a local superior and common
fund for their income and ex-
penses. Though the Constitution
envisaged four different types
of houses, the newly established
houses in these mission regions
were not declared as canonical
houses except just one or two.
Most houses were in the status
of residences dependent on the
province. Thus, the lifestyle of the
members of the Congregation be-
gan to change gradually and slow-
ly from a monastic type with large
communities, common timetable,
community prayer, common meal
and so on to that of active mis-
sionaries. The priests began to
live individually or in small com-
munities and due to the nature
of the work in a mission area they
were not able to follow a common
timetable for prayer, meals etc.
The lifestyle in the Congregation
was getting transformed into
one of missionary religious, rath-
er than of monks. Even in Kerala
where monastic lifestyle existed
for a century, it began to change.
As the institutions attached to
the religious houses began to
grow and their varied needs de-
manded, the members could not
come together on fixed times for

10

prayer and community functions.
Several elements of community
life like common prayer, common
recreation, common fund, com-
mon meal etc began to decline,
or even disappear. Each member
was expected to carry the respon-
sibility of maintaining the bond
with the Congregation, keep ac-
counts and be accountable to the
superior, pray as expected from a
religious priest. In other words, if
previously the religious life was
maintained with the help of sev-
eral external support systems
as mentioned above, now each
member had to take up that re-
sponsibility without most of such
systems in the changed circum-
stances. So, the question natural-
ly arises whether the members
have been getting formation to
undertake such a responsibility.
Did the method of formation in
the Congregation change to meet
the demands of the fast-changing
lifestyle of the members?

Weakening of External
Structures

In social sciences, it is noted that
the personality of the individuals
is controlled and maintained in a
balanced manner with the help of
two sets of support or control sys-
tems, one external and the other
internal. Rules, customs, authori-
ty, superior and so on are known
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as the external control system.
Values, attitudes, convictions etc
are considered as the internal
control system. As the lifestyle
in the Congregation underwent
changes and a uniform and strict
external control system could
not be enforced, the religious life
needed to be maintained more
with the help of the internal con-
trol system. Naturally, the most
serious question is whether the
CMI formation method has been
successful in changing its style
along with the changes in the life-
style of the Congregation. Con-
cretely, the following questions
may be asked: Are the members
taught the responsibility and also
trained to pray even if a timetable
cannot be followed and there is
no community to pray with? Are
they helped to develop a habit
of keeping silence at appropri-
ate places and times for study,
prayer and rest? Are the members
accountable to the community
and superior about their finan-
cial dealings, even while no one
supervises it? Have they become
convinced about the spirit of the
vow of poverty which demands
common fund regarding income
as well as expense and transpar-
ent accounts of the same? Are the
members given formation to feel
spontaneously that community

CARMELASANDESAM | DECEMBER 2025

life and healthy interpersonal re-
lations are essential for religious
life within the Church? Have the
members received formation to
be humble enough to ask permis-
sion for matters for which such
permission is required according
to the rules of the Congregation?
Do the members happily fulfil the
above kinds of responsibilities
and similar ones wherever they
are, i.e, in traditional religious
houses or in remote mission sta-
tions outside the observation of
superiors and other members?

Formation to Change

A formation method strongly em-
bedded in personal and internal
social control alone will support
religious life in the days to come.
The change becomes inevitable
not just because the nature of re-
ligious life has already undergone
transformation in our Congrega-
tion, i.e., from a monastic typeto a
missionary one, but also because
the whole human society is also
changing fast with less control by
community and more prominence
and power to the individual. Such
a change is an essential aspect
of the transformation of the hu-
man society from a tribal style
in which the individual had little
importance to an urban and even
post-urban one in which the indi-
vidual’s rights and heterogeneity
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are recognized as central or fun-
damental. So, if the community
life is to be maintained not only in
religious life but even in families,
the internal social control sys-
tems need to be strengthened,
and new methods of formation
are to be developed. Is the CMI
Congregation ready for that? As
we approach the 200" year of
our foundation, should we not
have a serious introspection into

T

how the CMl religious life can be
maintained in the third century
of its existence with changes in
the formation and training of its
members? How can we prevent
the Congregation from degen-
erating into a set of priests living
and performing almost the same
kinds of tasks like the diocesan
priests with little difference in
substance?
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Fr. Gino Vengooran CMI
successfully completed a three-year
course in Heilerziehungspflege
(Care for People with Mental and

Physical Challenges) in Germany
from 2022 to 2025, while faithfully
carrying out his pastoral duties.
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My love affair with Peru began
a quarter-century ago. In 1999,
| spent a month immersed in its
wonders, and returned home
bursting with stories. | wrote a
series in Carmalasandesam titled
“Oru Peruvian Veera Gaadha,
convinced | had grasped the soul
of this ancient land and the spirit
of our CMI missionaries there. |
was, | confess, blissfully mistaken.

God has a delightful way of hum-
bling us. In 2019, He orchestrated
my return not as a visitor, but as
a missionary. And over the past

CARMELASANDESAM | DECEMBER 2025
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six years, Peru has systematically
dismantled my confident under-
standing, replacing it with a spell-
bound awe so profound it stole
my words. Friends asked why |
had fallen silent. | pleaded busy-
ness, but the truth was simpler
and more daunting: How does
one capture the sheer, breathtak-
ing marvel of Peru? How do you
describe a living mystery?

The catalyst to find my voice again
was the Golden Jubilee of the
CMI Mission in Peru, celebrat-
ed with our General Councillor,
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Fr Martin Mallath. His insistence,
and the milestone of fifty years of
service, compelled me to pick up
my pen once more. This is not a
definitive guide; it is an invitation
to wonder.

A Tapestry Woven by Giants
and Gods

Forget everything you think you
know about geography. Peru is a
land of dramatic, impossible con-
trasts. It's a country where you
can surf Pacific waves at dawn
and, by evening, stand in the thin,
sacred air of the Andes, looking
down upon the world’s highest
navigable lake, Lake Titicaca.
Here, the mighty Amazon is born
as a trickle in the mountains be-
fore beginning its epic journey
across a continent.

This diversity is staggering. Peru
is one of the world’s most biodi-
verse nations, a living ark con-
taining 84 of the Earth’s 104 life
zones. Its territory is a mosaic of
coastal deserts, soaring peaks,
and emerald jungles, each with its
own secret world.

The Potato and the Pope:
A Peruvian Joke

Every corner of Peru holds a sur-
prise, even in its most humble of-
ferings. Consider the potato, first
domesticated here millennia ago.

14

But the bland spud you know is a
lie! In Peruvian markets, you find
a riot of colour and shape—pur-
ple, red, yellow; knobbly, smooth,
tiny as pearls. The variety is so
immense it has spawned a belov-
ed local joke, often attributed to
the current Pope (a naturalized
citizen of Peru): “We used to have
3,000 varieties of ‘papa’ in Peru.
Now, we have 3,001” (The charm,
of course, lies in the double mean-
ing: in Spanish, “papa” means both
potato and Pope).
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Where Civilizations Rise from
the Sand and Stone

Peru doesn't just have history; it is
history. This is the cradle of Amer-
ican civilization.

0 Caral, with its sun-baked pyra-
mids, is older than the Pharaohs.

0 Chan Chan is the vast, adobe
ghost city of the Chimu Kingdom.

0 The Nazca Lines, those colossal
desert puzzles, dare us to unravel
their purpose—are they astro-
nomical calendars, religious sym-
bols, or messages for the gods?

0 And then, there are the Incas.
In Cusco, the stones themselves
seem to whisper in Quechua, the
language of the empire. The Fes-
tival of the Sun, Inti Raymi, still
erupts each June with vibrant col-
our, adirect link to the god Inti.

But the Inca’s masterpiece is,
without question, Machu Picchu.
This “Lost City” is a marvel of en-
gineering and faith. Built without
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mortar, its stones are cut with
such supernatural precision that
not even a blade of grass can slip
between them. It's a place that
doesn'’t just surprise you; it hush-
es you.

The CMI Legacy: From Hesitant
Steps to a Flourishing Mission

Our own story in Peru is one of
faith, doubt, and rediscovery.
It began with a bold vision con-
ceived in the hallowed halls of
the Second Vatican Council. After
initial explorations, three young
CMI pioneers arrived in 1975,
stepping into the unknown in
Chuquibamba and Arequipa.

The path wasn’t always straight. A
call back to India in 1987 seemed
to pause the dream. But the mis-
sionary heart of the CMI congre-
gation could not be confined. By
1989, under the patronage of St.
Joseph’s Province, Kottayam, the
mission was reborn, grander and
more determined.
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A Story of Self-Reliance

The late Fr. Emmanuel Gnavallil
loved to tell this story, a perfect
snapshot of our mission’s spirit.
When Fr. Mathew Palithottam
was parish priest of San Benito,
the community longed to ren-
ovate their humble church. An
engineer by training, Fr. Mathew
prepared the plans, secured the
approvals, and then stood before
his congregation.

“My dear friends,” he announced,
“I have wonderful news! For the
church renovation, we have the
plans, the approvals, the esti-
mate... and we have the money!”
A wave of joyous applause swept
through the church. He let it sub-
side, then continued with a gentle
smile, “The plans and approvals
are with me. The money... is in
your pockets. We simply need
to gather it in convenient install-
ments.”

The people, who had always
looked outward for help, instead
looked inward. They funded the
project entirely themselves,
learning a powerful lesson in
self-reliance that has become a
cornerstone of our work here.

The Road Ahead: An Invitation

Today, the San Mateo sub-region
is a vibrant part of the Peruvian
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Church. But the harvest is plenti-
ful, and the labourers are few. We
are present in only five of Peru’s
44 dioceses, with countless invi-
tations left unanswered. The re-
cent arrival of six young CMI mis-
sionaries ignites our hope, as does
the decision of the Kozhikode
Province to send its members to
the diocese of Huacho, a signifi-
cant boost to the evangelization
of Peru.

As we look forward, we also pause
to honor the past. The service ren-
dered by so many of our brethren
during the last fifty years should
not go unnoticed. This very year,
we had to bid a earthly farewell to
Fr. Scaria Kumaramangalam, Fr.
Joy Kochupurackal, and the very
storyteller Fr. Emmanuel Gnaval-
lil, who have left us to claim their
eternal reward. Their legacy is the
foundation we build upon.

The people of Peru, warm and
faithful, are praying for pastors.
They are eager to build a self-re-
liant Church, much as we did in
Kerala generations ago. The ques-
tion now is not whether Peru is a
land of surprises, but whether we
are ready to be surprised by how
God might use us next.

Do we care to be the answer to
their prayers?
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Apostolic ©xhortetion

Dilexi | e

TAKE AWAYS FOR CONSECRATED WOMEN AND MEN

FR. JACOB PEENIKAPARAMBIL

The Apostolic Exhortation Dilexi
Te (I have loved you), comprising
five chapters and an introduction,
represents the completion of a
document that Pope Francis had
begun drafting during his final
days, intended as a continuation
of his encyclical Dilexit Nos (He
Loved Us). Pope Leo XIV, the cur-
rent pontiff, added his own reflec-
tions to those of Pope Francis and
presented the work as his first ap-
ostolic exhortation.

In this letter, Pope Leo acknowl-
edges that he shares “the desire
of his beloved predecessor that
all Christians come to appreciate
the close connection between
Christ’s love and His summons to
care for the poor.” This choice of
theme for his inaugural apostolic
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letter clearly signals continuity
rather than rupture in papal prior-
ities. His approach appears to em-
brace continuity with progress.

Historical & Theological Context

The exhortation traces the
Church’s unwavering concern for
the poor, from biblical roots and
teachings of the Church Fathers,
through the lives and works of
saints like St. Francis of Assisi and
the religious congregations they
founded, to the social teachings
of recent Popes. It reflects on care
for the poor, migrants, the sick,
prisoners, and victims of conflicts
and wars. A careful reading of
the text reveals the following key
themes in the Christian faith:
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Centrality of Love for the Poor

The exhortation affirms that love
for the poor is not an option-
al virtue but lies at the heart of
the Gospel and Christ’s mission.
The Church is called to renew
her commitment to those most
in need. “I am convinced that the
preferential choice for the poor is
asource of extraordinary renewal
both for the Church and for soci-
ety, if we can only set ourselves
free of our selfcenteredness and
open our ears to their cry” (Dilexi
Te, No. 7).

Understanding Poverty

While material poverty - lack of
food, shelter, healthcare is em-
phasized, Pope Leo XIV expands
the understanding to include so-
cial marginalization, moral and
spiritual  deprivation, cultural
aienation, and loss of dignity and
rights. He commends the UN’s
Millennium Development Goal of
eradicating poverty and warns: “If
we remain unresponsive to that
cry, the poor might well cry out to
the Lord against us, and we would
incur guilt” (No. 8).

The Poor as Evangelizers, not Just
Recipients

The poor are not mere objects
of charity; they are evangelizers
who witness to faith, humility,
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and reliance on God. Consecrated
men and women are urged to al-
low themselves to be evangelized
by the poor, learning from their
lived wisdom and expressions of
faith. Pope Leo notes that faith
must manifest in love and works
of mercy: “This entails appreciat-
ing the poor in their goodness, in
their experience of life, in their
culture, and in their ways of living
the faith” (No. 101).

Preferential Option and
Structural Change

The document emphasizes a pref-
erential option for the poor, not
limited to individual acts of char-
ity but addressing unjust systems,
economic policies, and cultural
norms that perpetuate inequality.
Pope Leo XIV warns of growing
inequality: “In a world where the
poor are increasingly numerous,
we paradoxically see the growth
of a wealthy elite... living in a bub-
ble of comfort and luxury, almost
in another world compared to or-
dinary people” (No. 11).

He is critical of economic systems
that widen this gap: “We must
continue to denounce the ‘dicta-
torship of an economy that kills'..
Thisimbalance is the result of ide-
ologies that defend the absolute
autonomy of the marketplace and
financial speculation” (No.92).
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Consecrated life, in this context,
is called to be a witness to justice
-- not only to charity.

Women as the “Doubly Poor”

Special attention is given to poor
women who also suffer from ex-
clusion, violence, and marginali-
zation. Pope Leo highlights the
gap between rhetoric and reality
in the condition of women, espe-
cially the destitute. He urges con-
gregations of consecrated women
to take a leading role in advocacy,
support, and empowerment of
women.

Care for the Sick, Education, and
Migrants

Chapter 3, titled Church for the
Poor, recounts the historical and
ongoing contributions of the
Church, particularly religious
congregations, in serving the sick,
educating the poor, and caring for
migrants.

The document praises consecrat-
ed women for their maternal care
of the sick: “Many consecrated
women have played anevengreat-
er role in providing healthcare to
the poor” (No. 51). This tradition
lives on in hospitals, rural clinics,
shelters for addicts, and field hos-
pitals in conflict zones managed
by women religious.

“When the Church kneels beside
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a leper, a malnourished child, or
an anonymous dying person, she
fulfils her deepest vocation: to
love the Lord where he is most
disfigured” (No. 52).

Education is portrayed as a key
tool for empowerment: “Since
ancient times, Christians have
understood that knowledge lib-
erates, gives dignity, and brings us
closer to the truth” (No. 71). Re-
ligious congregations have been
pioneers in education for the un-
derprivileged, especially in rural
areas. True Catholic education,
the document asserts, forms in-
dividuals open to goodness, beau-
ty, and truth (No. 72). “Catholic
schools, therefore, when they
are faithful to their name, are
places of inclusion, integral for-
mation and human development”
(No.72).

Accompanying migrants is an-
other priority area of caring for
the poor. With increasing migra-
tion, refugees, displaced people
— many of whom are rejected,
stigmatized — the call to see them
as Christ himself, to build bridges,
to welcome, is a strong moral re-
minder. The document challenges
policies that treat human beings
as threats rather than as fellow
human beings in distress. “Our
response to the challenges posed
by contemporary migration can
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be summed up in four verbs: wel-
come, protect, promote and inte-
grate” (No.75).

Consecrated Life as Prophetic
Witness

Consecrated men and women
are called to be living signs - em-
bodying poverty, simplicity, and
solidarity with the poor. Their
presence in remote or marginal
places is seen as a luminous path
to peace and salvation.

At the same time, they must have
the courage to speak about ine-
quality and injustice that perpet-
uate poverty. The document is
very critical of the “pseudoscien-
tific data that are invoked to sup-
port the claim that a free-market
economy will automatically solve
the problem of poverty”. The doc-
ument also criticizes those who
think and argue that “we should
opt for pastoral work with the
so-called elite, since, rather than
wasting time on the poor, it would
be better to care for the rich, the
influential and professionals, so
that with their help real solutions
can be found and the Church can
feel protected” (No.114).

Contemplation as Foundation for
action

Service must spring from a deep
spiritual life. Prayer, silence, and
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contemplation are the sources
of authentic action. “True love is
always contemplative... Only on
the basis of this real and sincere
closeness can we properly ac-
company the poor on their path of
liberation” (No. 101). St. Teresa of
Calcutta exemplifies this balance:
“She did not consider herself a
philanthropist or an activist, but
a bride of Christ crucified... She
lived with little, prayed fervently,
and served with joy” (No. 77).

Takeaways for the Religious

Following the reforms of Vatican
[, many Indian religious congre-
gations embraced radical solidari-
ty with the poor, especially during
the 1970s and 1980s. A nota-
ble example is the 1985 hunger
strike by Sister Philomine Mary
Thakadiyel in support of Kerala’s
fisherfolk.

However, since the 1990s, this
momentum has declined, partly
due to the influence of the char-
ismatic renewal and opposition to
Liberation Theology.

The BJP’s rise to power in 2014
has led to increased scrutiny and
hostility toward priests and nuns
working among the poor. Many
fear arrest under anti-conversion
laws, which conflate humanitar-
ian work with proselytism. Con-
sequently, there has been a re-
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treat from outreach. In states like
Madhya Pradesh, many hostels
for underprivileged children have
closed.

In this context, Dilexi Te is both a
challenge and an invitation. The
following proposals emerge:

Rootedness in Local Realities: In-
dia’s structural poverty—shaped
by caste, gender, geography, and
lack of access to services—de-
mands more than charity. Con-
secrated persons are called to
understand the deeper roots of
exclusion and adopt strategies
that empower the marginalized.

Women Religious and Gender
Justice: With many congregations
comprised women, and many ap-
ostolates focused on women and
children, Dilexi Te urges renewed
commitment to advocating for
women'’s dignity, education, pro-
tection, and rights.

Simplicity, Solidarity, and Pro-
phetic Witness: In a society
marked by consumerism and ine-
quality, consecrated life must vis-
ibly witness simplicity. Presence
among the poor - in slums, tribal
areas, or rural missions - is a pro-
phetic statement.

Empowerment Through Quality
Education: The inter-generation-
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al cycle of poverty can be broken
through quality education. Reli-
gious congregations could start
vernacular-medium schools with
strong English instruction for
underprivileged communities.
Where possible, they may run
second-shift schools using the
same infrastructure.

Other innovations might include
one- year remedial programs for
students who fail Class X, inte-
grating exam preparation with
skills training.

Dialogue and Encounter in a
Plural Society: India’s religious
and cultural diversity calls for
bridge-building. Consecrated life
must foster dialogue, mutual re-
spect, and shared humanity.

Conclusion

For consecrated men and wom-
en in India, Dilexi Te is a call to
re-embrace the Gospel’s radical
commitment to the poor, not just
through works, but through a
transformation of heart, mindset,
and structures. It is a call to allow
the poor to evangelize us; to live
simply and visibly among them; to
avoid ostentation and privilege;
and to speak boldly for justice,
peace, and human dignity.
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NEWS FROM THE PRIOR

GENERALS HOUSE

Prior General's Day 2025

SRS | |

The Patron’s Day of our Fr Prior
General, Rev. Fr Thomas Chath-
amparampil CMI, was celebrated
at the CMI Prior General’s House,
ChavaraHills,on Thursday,03 July

2025. Rev. Fr Provincials, along
with fathers and brothers, graced
the function with their presence.
The celebration featured a varie-
ty of cultural programs, reflecting
the richness of talent within our
Congregation. Fr Prior General
was felicitated for his exemplary
leadership and guidance, as the
participants expressed their sin-
cere appreciation for his dedicat-
ed service to the Congregation.
Later in the evening, the New Au-
ditorium came alive with the dy-
namic rhythms and performances
of REXBAND.

Formation Coordinators &
Vocation Promoters Meet

The General Administration held a one-day meeting for CMI Forma-
tion Coordinators and Vocation Promoters at the CMI Prior General’s
House, Chavara Hills, on 12 July 2025. The Program was inagurated
with a keynote address by Rev. Fr Josey Thamarassery CMI, Vicar Gen-
eral. Rev. Fr Tom Olikarottu led the session on Addressing Contem-
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NEWS FROM PRIOR GENERALS HOUSE

porary Challenges in Vocation
Promotion and Coordination,
followed by Experience Sharing &
Evaluation of the Formation Co-
ordinators and Vocation Promot-
ers. The afternoon session was on
“Re-imagining Vocation Promo-
tion & Formation.”

One day Seminars for Teachers
as part of Year of Education

As part of the CMI Year of Edu—
cation, one-day seminars were
organized on 12 July 2025 for the
teachers of Kochi, Kottayam, and
Thrissur Provinces and on 26 July

DVK OFFICE BEARERS/
ROUND TABLE

19-20 July, 2025

049

2025 for teachers of Trivandrum,
Kozhikode, and Muvattupuzha
Provinces at the CMI Prior Gen-
eral’'s House. The programme fo-
cused on “Substance Abuse Free
Environment (SAFE)” and was
organized under the leadership
of Rev. Fr Josey Thamarassery,
Vicar General, and Rev. Fr Martin
Mallathu CMI, General Council-
lor for Education and Communi-
cation Media. Facilitated by the
NGO Fourth Wave Foundation
under their “VENDA’ project, the
interactive workshop addressed
drug awareness, prevention, and
the impact of classroom and com-
munity influences, reinforcing

the CMI commitment to safe and
healthy learning environments.
The same program has been or-
ganized for the teachers of other
provinces also in the subsequent
months.

DVK Office Bearers’ Round Table

A Round Table Meeting of the DVK Office Bearers was held at the
CMI Prior General’s House from 19 to 20 July 2025. The session com-
menced with an inspiring opening address by Rev. Fr. Prior General. The
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morning sessions featured insightful sharing on the Heritage, Foun-
dations, and Realities of DVK led by the Rector, President, Registrar,
Deans of Theology and Philosophy, Section Masters, and Animators.
The afternoon sessions focused on Future Directions, Academic Devel-
opment, and Administrative Planning of DVK. The meeting concluded
with a meaningful dialogue with the General Councilors and the Audi-
tor, which greatly enriched the deliberations.

CEVA-AGM

The Annual General Body Meeting of CEVA was held at CMI Prior Gen-
eral’'s House, Kakkanad on 02 August 2025.

CMI Kerala Common Houses Meet

-
!

A meeting of the members from the CMI Common Houses in Kerala
was held at the CMI Prior General’'s House, Chavara Hills, from 22 to
24 August 2025. The session commenced with an opening address by
Rev. Fr. Thomas Chathamparampil CMI, Prior General. The gathering
was marked by engaging sharing sessions and a meaningful dialogue
with the General Councilors and the Auditor, which greatly enriched
the meeting.

L
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NEWS FROM PRIOR GENERAL'S HOUSE

Christ University CMI Meet
@ Yeswanthpur Campus

As part of the Canonical Visi-
tation of the Prior General, a
meeting with the fathers serv-
ing across the Christ University
Bengaluru campuses and Junior
Colleges was organized at the
Yeswanthpur Campus for a three-
day meeting. The meeting began
on the evening of 13 September.
The second day’s sessions formed
the core of the programme, with

the fathers presenting reflections
on their learning and teaching ex-
periences in the institution. The
afternoon discussions focused on
personal futuristic steps to en-
hance academic engagement and
the quality of teaching. The meet-
ing concluded on the morning of
15 September, leaving the par-
ticipants renewed in vision and
strengthened in their commit-
ment to the educational mission
of the Congregation.

Onam

The staff and members of the CMI Prior General’s House came to-
gether to celebrate Onam on 04 September 2025. The celebrations
began with everyone joining hands to create a beautiful and vibrant
Onapookalam, reflecting the spirit of unity and togetherness. The day
was further enlivened with fun-filled games that brought laughter and
friendly competition. The festivities concluded with Onasadya, enjoyed
by all, leaving everyone with a sense of joy, gratitude, and shared cele-

bration.
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NEWS FROM PRIOR GENERAL'S HOUSE

Major Superiors’ Meeting and the Meeting of the Staff of
CMI Major Study Houses

The Major Superiors’ Meeting and the Meeting of the Staff of the CMI
Major Study Houses were held at the CMI Prior General’s House, Cha-
vara Hills, from 27 to 29 September 2025. The first day was dedicated
to the meeting of Major Superiors, which commenced with an opening
address by Rev. Fr Thomas Chathamparampil CMI, Prior General, fol-
lowed by sharing sessions led by the General Council. On the second
day, the meeting with the staff of the Major Study Houses began with
anorientation talk by the Prior General. Reports were presented by the
Rectors, DVK President, VC of Christ University, Deans, representa-
tives of Masters, and Spiritual Directors. A presentation on survey find-
ings by Fr Sony Palathara CMI was also featured. The afternoon ses-
sionsincluded the meeting of the Personnel Board, after which the staff
sessions concluded, while the Major Superiors’ meeting continued with
sharing by the Provincials. The third day of the Major Superiors’ meet-
ing focused on the discussions for conducting the General and Provin-
cial Synaxes in 2026, including presentations on their procedures. Fol-
lowing common discussions, the meeting concluded with remarks by Fr
Prior General.

CMI Educators Meet

As part of the CMI Year of Educa- the CMI Prior General’s House,
tion, aseries of meetings formem-  Chavara Hills.
bers engaged in the educational

These meetings were held on all
apostolate has been planned at

the week ends from 10 Octo-
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ber 2025 to 14 December 2025,
province-wise. Fathers serving
in various capacities in the edu-
cational institutions of different
Provinces participated in the ses-
sions. The discussions centered
on the past, present, and future
of CMI educational institutions,

highlighting their mission, chal-
lenges, and opportunities. The
meetings concluded with a mean-
ingful dialogue with the General
Councilors, short input sessions
by Fr Prior General and the Gen-
eral Education Councillor and the
common discussions.

CARMELASANDESAM | DECEMBER 2025



NEWS FROM PRIOR GENERAL'S HOUSE

Reception to Bishop Mar Joseph Thachaparambath CMI

A reception to the newly elected Bishop of the Diocese of Adilabad,
Mar Joseph Thachaparambath CMI was given at the CMI Prior Gener-
al's House.. The Prior General’'s House Community congratulated him
on his new pastoral responsibility as the Bishop of Adilabad and wished
him success in his future endeavours.

Quinquennial @ Rsihikesh

As part of our ongoing formation initiatives, the ‘Quinquennial’ renewal
and gathering for junior priests took place on 10-12 October 2025 at
Samanvaya, Rishikesh. The program was formally opened with an in-
spiringinaugural message and keynote address by Bishop John Vadakel.
The opening session introduced the theme “From the Seed to the Fruit:
Personal Evaluation and Individual Sharing of Religious and Ministerial
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Life,” inviting participants to reflect deeply on their journey. This was
followed by group sharing sessions that allowed the junior priests to
exchange experiences and insights. In the evening, the community en-
joyed ‘Rishikesh Darshan a brief visit to local landmarks. The final day
featured a thought-provoking session by Fr Anto Chakiath CMlon“The
Proper and the Improper to Fulfil the Will: Reflections on Religious and
Priestly Life” After dedicating time to Adoration and Confession, the
gathering concluded with closing remarks by Fr Josey Thamarassery
CMI, Vicar General, bringing the program to a meaningful conclusion.

Inservice-Programme 2025

{
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The General Administration organized a three-day workshop for form-
ators on the theme “The Relevance of Spiritual Direction and Its Dy-
namics” at the CMI Prior General’s House, Chavara Hills, from 21 to 23
October 2025. Fr Mathew Anatharackal CMI, Sr Nirmala FCC, and Fr
Anish Ettakkakunnel delivered insightful talks, exploring various as-
pects of spiritual direction and its significance in formation.

Quinquennial

awi 1 \gxﬂ

o
= He e

47?2  CARMELASANDESAM | DECEMBER 2025



The final ‘Quinquennial’ renewal for junior priests for this year was held
on 21-23 November 2025 at the CMI Prior General’s House, Chavara
Hills. The gathering opened with aninspiring address by Fr Biju Vadakel
CM, followed by the keynote session on the theme “Futuristic Priests
to Achieve the Extraordinary,” led by Prof. Angela Susan Mathew. Par-
ticipants took part in group discussions on Personal Evaluation and
shared their experiences of Religious and Ministerial Life. The commu-
nity also visited the Chavara Cultural Centre, Kochi, in the evening to
attend the ‘Nritya’ Dance Festival. The final day featured a reflective
talk by Fr Anto Chakiath CMl, after which Adoration and Confession
were held. The program concluded with closing remarks from Fr Josey
Thamarassery CMI, Vicar General.

Christmas Celebrations

MEN IN CASSIOLCKS

The Christmas Celebration, “Gloria 2k25,” was joyfully held on 20 De-
cember 2025 at the CMI Prior General’s House, Chavara Hills, bring-
ing together the Generalate staff, friends, and neighbours in a spirit of
fellowship and festivity. The evening began with a warm welcome by
Rev. Fr. Josey Thamarassery, Vicar General. Rev. Fr. Thomas Chatham-
parampil, CMI, Prior General, then delivered an inspiring Christmas
message, after which he ceremonially cut the Christmas cake. The pro-
gramme continued with a delightful array of cultural performances pre-
sented by the staff and friends, adding colour and cheer to the occasion.
A special highlight of the evening was the vibrant musical performance
by the CMI Priests’ Musical Band, “MEN IN CASSOCKS,” which was
warmly received by all present.

CARMELASANDESAM | DECEMBER 2025 43



NEWS FROM PROVINCES

EMAR THOMA PROVINCE, CHANDA N

Pilgrimage to the Tomb of St Chavara

Educational and Spiritual Excursion to Kerala- God’s own country was
organized by Carmel Academy CISCE School, Chandrapur with 85 Stu-
dents and 10 teachers participating. The Trip was a perfect blend of
learning, fun and faith.

One of the most memorable moments of the journey was the visit to
the tomb of St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara, the founding father of the
CMI Congregation. Standing before his sacred tomb, the students and
teachers felt a deep sense of reverence and gratitude for his life of ho-
liness, service and his remarkable contributions to education and so-
ciety. It was a truly inspiring experience that deepened everyone’s un-
derstanding of the CMI legacy. The group also enjoyed exploring the
beauty of Kerala’s backwaters, lush greenery and cultural landmarks
of Munnar and Alapuzha. From boat rides to traditional Kerala cuisine,
each activity added joy and excitement to the trip.

A Warm Welcome to Msgr. Joseph Thachaparambath CMI

Mar Thoma Province, Chanda gave a warm reception to Msgr. Joseph
Thachaparambath CMI, the Bishop-elect of Adilabad Diocese on 20t
September (Saturday) 2025 at BJM Carmel Academy, Tukum. Fr Paul
Valiaparampil CMI, Provincial received him with Flower Bouquet at the
entrance gate and accompanied him with Students’ Band. Felicitation
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Meeting was held at 6.00 pm in BJM Auditorium. Students from BJM,
Carmel Academy ICSE, Brothers from St Thomas Moore Study House,
and students from St Mary’s Parish Durgapur added colour and melody
to the evening programme.

Bishop Mar Ephrem Nariculam was the Chief Guest. Bishop Emeritus
Mar Joseph Kunnath CMI and many other dignitaries were present on
the occasion.

lPRESHITHA PROVINCE, COIMBATORE N

Divyodaya - 46t" Foundation Day & Presentation of the First Fr.
John Peter Peace and Harmony Award
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The 46t Foundation Day of Divyodaya Inter-Religious Centre was cel-
ebrated on 01 August 2025 at its campus in Coimbatore. The highlight
of the evening was the presentation of the first "Fr. John Peter Peace
and Harmony Award," instituted in memory of Rev. Fr. John Peter CMlI,
founder of Divyodaya. The award was conferred upon Dr. B. K. Krishna-
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raj Vanavarayar, a distinguished Gandhian, educationist, and Chair-
man of Kumaraguru Educational Institutions and Chairman Emeritus
of Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Coimbatore. Rev. Dr. Fr. Saju Chackalack-
al CMI, Provincial of the Preshitha Province, presided over the cele-
bration. Dr. Kezevino Aram, President of Shanti Ashram, and Dr. K. A.
Kuriachan, Former District Governor of Rotary International, were the
Guests of Honour who shared reflections on peace and leadership. Fr.
Wilson Chakkyath CMI, Director of Divyodaya, highlighted the cen-
tre's 46-year journey of fostering inter-religious dialogue and harmony.
Over 200 participants, including dignitaries, industrialists, academi-
cians, Priests, and Sisters, attended the event. The programme reaf-
firmed Divyodaya's mission as a beacon of peace and harmony.

New Meadows with Zealous Pastors

Six of the newly ordained Priests of the Eparchy of Ramanathapuram
joined the Provincial Community on 16 August 2025 and celebrated
the Holy Qurbana for the Eucharistic community. Congratulations to
dear fathers and prayerful best wishes for your fruitful ministry ahead
in the vineyard of the Lord.

Initiation into the Novitiate

Four of our brothers—Bro. Chennamparambil Christin, Bro. Pulikkot-
til Richard, Bro. Renold John Selvaraj, and Bro. Velliyath Elbin—com-
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menced their canonical Novitiate at Arul Illlam CMI Novitiate, Ve-
lamthavalam, on 08 September 2025. Rev. Fr. Wilson Chakkyath CMl,
the Vicar Provincial, presided over the sacred ceremony. Fathers and
sisters from various communities gathered to offer their prayers and
extend warm greetings to the newly initiated members of the CMI con-
gregation.

Hundred Years of Spiritual Radiance

The Centenary of the Sainthood of St. Thérése of Lisieux was commem-
orated with great fervour at various levels. The Tamil Nadu State Lev-
el celebration was devoutly observed at Carmelite Theology College,
Trichy, on 01 October 2025. Members from houses under the patron-
age of the Little Flower participated in the celebration, joined by Fa-
thers, Sisters, and Brothers from different Religious Congregations of
the Carmelite Family of Tamil Nadu (CFT), along with members from
the Province. Fr. Saju Chackalackal CMI, the Provincial, delivered felic-
itations during the public gathering that followed the Eucharistic cele-
bration. A noteworthy highlight was the thematic presentation by our
Aspirants from Pollachi, depicting the life of St. Thérése of Lisieux and
emphasising the contemporary relevance of a virtuous life.

The Lisieux Group of Institutions at Saibaba Colony and Saravanampatti
also marked the centenary with enthusiastic celebrations. Inter-school
competitions, tournaments, parish-level contests, and presentations
were organised to acquaint the faithful with the life and enduring leg-
acy of the saint. Many celebrations and competitions were conducted
across different communities of the Province and in St. Therese's Sub-
region, Kenya, commemorating this historic milestone with devotion
and joy.
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Preshitha Day Celebrations

The Preshitha Community Day, coinciding with the Centenary celebra-
tion of the Sainthood of St. Thérése of Lisieux—the patroness of the
province—was observed with great reverence on Saturday, 04 October
2025, at the Preshitha Provincial House. The festivities commenced
with a contemplative Prayer Service on the preceding eve. The Com-
munity Day unfolded with a concelebrated Divine Liturgy followed by a
joyous family gathering. Vibrant cultural programmes and the commu-
nal sharing of food from various communities enriched the celebration
with colour and warmth. Distinguished awards were announced and
prizes bestowed upon the victors of province-level competitions during
the gathering. Following a sumptuous lunch, sports competitions were
conducted among different zones. The day proved to be a memorable
occasion celebrating the joy, love, and fraternity flourishing among the
members.

APPRECIATION CERTIFICATE

This Gertfcate of Apprecaton i poudly presented o

VISWADEEPTHI

At Vishwadeepthi Matriculation Higher Secondary School, Pollachi, a
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world record attempt was successfully carried out on 11 October 2025
as part of the school’s Golden Jubilee (50t year) celebrations. Ms. Shy-
mala Navaneethakrishnan, Chairman, Pollachi Municipality kick-start-
ed the record attempt. A total of 222 students participated in this grand
event, performing 50 Silambam movements continuously for 50 hours,
50 minutes, 50 seconds, thereby setting a world record and bringing
immense pride to the institution. The programme was organised under
the guidance of Rev. Fr. Joy Karippai CMI, Principal, and was coordinat-
ed and verified by Perumal, adjudicator from the World Record Organ-
isation, and Arthika Kaleeswaran, event organiser. Teachers, parents,
and students rejoiced together in witnessing this historic accomplish-
ment, celebrating Chavara’s legacy of discipline, unity, and excellence.
Hearty congratulations to the management, staff, and students of Vish-
wadeepthi HSS for this remarkable feat!

SAFE: Education Workshop cation and Communication Media
and the Fourth Wave Foundation.
g Rev. Fr. Josey Thamarasery CMI,
A Vicar General; Fr. Saju Chackal-
' ackal CMI, the Provincial; and
Fr. Philips Panackal CMI, Provin-
cial Councillor for Education and
Mass Media, graced the occasion
as Guests of Honour. Ms. Manju
Thressiana and Ms. Ranjini Stan-
ley from the Fourth Wave Founda-
tion served as resource persons.
The workshop aimed to educate
and empower teachers on pre-
ventive measures against sub-
stance abuse and foster a healthy,
drug-free school environment.
Through interactive sessions and
discussions, participants gained
valuable insights into promoting
responsible life choices and creat-
ing a safe and supportive learning
community.

A workshop for educators on
'Substance Abuse Free Environ-
ment' was organised on 18 Octo-
ber 2025 at Lisieux Matriculation
Higher Secondary School Audi-
torium, Saibaba Colony, Coim-
batore, in collaboration with the
CMI General Department of Edu-

CARMELASANDESAM | DECEMBER 2025 49



NEWS FROM PROVINCES

Commemoration of Fr. Dunstan Olakkengil CMI

The Nineteenth Death Anniversary of Fr. Dunston Olakkengil CMI was
solemnly commemorated at Bharathamatha Ashram on Monday, 20
October 2025. Rev. Fr. Saju Chackalackal CMI, the Provincial, presid-
ed as the main celebrant, while Fr. Tony Kollannoor CMI delivered an
inspiring homily that reflected upon the exemplary life and legacy of
Fr. Dunston. Members from various communities who had witnessed
the saintly life of Fr. Dunston participated devoutly in the Holy Qurba-
na and the brief gathering that followed. During this fellowship, they
warmly shared their cherished memories and personal experiences
with Fr. Dunston, keeping his spirit alive through their testimonies.

“What does love look like?

It has the hands to help others.

It has the feet to hasten to the poor
and needly.

It has eyes to see the misery and want.
It has the ears to hear the sighs and
sorrows of men.

That is what love looks like.”

-St Augustine
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B SACRED HEART PROVINCE, KOCHI N

Novitiate Entrance at Neriamangalam

On September 8, 2025, six Novices entered the Canonical Novitiate at
Neriamangalam. The ceremony was graced by the presence of the Pro-
vincial Rev. Fr. Benny Nalkara CMI, the council members, and a number
of fathers.

CONFLUENCE 2.0 - A Grand Convergence of Innovation,
Inspiration, and Industry

In celebration of the CMI Bicentennial and in alighnment with the dec-
laration of the academic year 2025-26 as the Year of Education, the
higher Education Institutions of the Province hosted Confluence 2.0,
an event that showcased innovation, creativity, and entrepreneurial
spirit.

At RVCAS, Vengoor, the School Meet on September 22, 2025, brought
together students from across Kerala for a day of creativity and learn-
ing. The event began with a welcome by Dr. Jimson D. Parampil, Princi-
pal, RVCAS, and a presidential address by Rev. Fr. Dipin Karinken CMl,
Associate Director.

At RSET, Kakkanad, the Industry-Academia Summit on September 27,
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2025, centered on “The Future of Sovereignty and Self-Reliance.” The
session was inaugurated by Mr. V. K. Mathews, Chairman, IBS Software
and GTech, in the presence of Rev. Fr. Benny Nalkara CMI, Provincial
and Manager; Rev. Fr. Jose Kuriedath CMI, Director; and Fr. Dr. Jaison
Paul Mulerikkal CMI, Principal.

Highlights included a panel discussion on self-reliance, and an inspiring
fireside chat with Group Captain Prasanth B. Nair, member of India’s
Axiom 4 Space Mission.

At Mithradham, the International Seminar on “Energy Future for Sus-
tainable Development of the World” commemorated its Silver Jubilee.
Rev. Fr. Benny Nalkara CMI inaugurated the event by symbolically ac-
tivating Mithradham'’s solar panels, reaffirming Rajagiri’'s commitment
to sustainability.

At RCMAS, Kakkanad Confluence 2.0 - featured entrepreneurial stalls,
Sportico, and expert sessions on innovation and enterprise. Adding to
the celebrations, the Rajagiri International Film Festival (RIFF), organ-
ized in association with MACTA, was held from September 24 to 26,
2025. The festival brought together aspiring media students and lead-
ing professionals from the Malayalam film industry. Over 22 renowned
film personalities—including Sibi Malayil, Blessy, Lal Jose, and Sunny
Joseph—graced the event as speakers and mentors. With the theme
“Confluence: Where Creativity Meets Craft,” RIFF 2025 beautifully
blended academia and industry, inspiring creativity, dialogue, and cin-
ematic excellence.

Rajagiri Conclave - “Now to Next”, was hosted by RCSS- Rajagiri Col-
lege of Social Sciences (Autonomous) and Rajagiri Business School on
September 23-24, 2025, at the RBS Campus, Kakkanad.

The event featured the Entrepreneurship Summit and HR Fraternity
Meet, along with insightful talks, panel discussions, film and literature
festivals, hackathons, exhibitions, and interactive sessions. It served as
avibrant platform connecting students, professionals, and alumni—cel-
ebrating ideas, innovation, and collaboration for a better tomorrow.

Complementing the spirit of collaboration, Sacred Heart College,
Thevara, hosted the Lakeview Envirothon International Conclave
2025 on “A Catch-22 of the Anthropocene”, promoting sustainability
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and freshwater conservation. The event united experts and students
in discussions on sustainability and included exhibitions, a visit to
Mithradham, and the Lakeview Envirothon Marathon promoting fresh-
water conservation.

CONFLUENCE 2.0 stood as a powerful testament to Rajagiri’s vision
— uniting academia, industry, and community to foster creativity, sus-
tainability, and self-reliance for a better tomorrow.

Guruvandanam 2025 - A Sales Auditorium on October 18,
Tribute to the Guiding Lightsof  2025. The event, presided over by
Education Provincial, Rev. Fr. Benny Nalkara

CM, paid heartfelt tribute to the
former staff whose dedication
shaped Rajagiri’s legacy of excel-
lence. Rev. Fr. Mathew Koikkara
CMI led a remembrance for the
departed members, while Rev. Fr.
Ajeesh Puthussery CMI extended
; y a warm welcome. Rev. Fr. Pau-

Vs W o ¥ L ~ lose Kidangan CMI offered felic-
As part of the CMI Year of Educa-  'tations, making the ceremony a

tion, the CMI Sacred Heart Prov- graceful expression of gratitude

ince. Kochi. hosted “Guruvandan- and reverence to torchbearers
am at Rajagiri - Honouring the of education in the Sacred Heart

Former Staff” at the Fr. Francis FProvince.

Education Convention 2025 - United in Education, United in the
CMI Mission
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As part of the CMI Bicentennial and the Year of Education, the Sacred
Heart Province, Kochi, hosted the Education Convention 2025 on Oc-
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tober 25 at the RSET Auditorium, Kakkanad. The convention was inau-
gurated by Archbishop Mar Joseph Pamplany. Rev. Fr. Benny Nalkara
CMl, the Provincial presided over the meeting. The General Councillor
for Education, Rev. Fr. Martin Mallath CMI, gave the benedictory ad-
dress and a Keynote Address was given by Prof. K. M. Francis. Rev Fr
Ajish Pudussery, the councillor for education welcomed all and spoke
on the relevance of the event. Bringing together around 2500 edu-
cators from various CMI institutions, the convention celebrated the
shared mission of holistic and transformative education through ses-
sions of reflection, fellowship, and vibrant cultural performances.

Rajagiri Centre of Excellence Rajagiri College of Social Sciences
for Workplace Happinessand & Rajagiri Business School start-

Compliance (RWHC) ed a new centre- Rajagiri Centre

T of Excellence for Workplace Hap-
piness and Compliance - on June
25, 2025. Mr. Prasad K Panickar,
Executive Chairman, NAYARA
Energy was the Chief guest. It was
followed by One-day training pro-
gramme for Online Taxi Drivers
on June 26, 2025.

RVCAS Hosts National Seminar on Indian Psychology and Yoga

Inauguration By :
Shri. Rajer*~a Vi UAjanath Arle

Gov "% 1f Kerala )

Rajagiri Viswajyothi College of Arts and Applied Sciences (RVCAS) or-
ganized a three-day National Seminar on “Indian Psychology and Yoga”

5 4 CARMELASANDESAM | DECEMBER 2025



from June 21-23, 2025, in collaboration with Patanjali Yoga Training
and Research Centre, Rishihood University, and other partners. Inau-
gurated by Shri Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar, Hon'ble Governor of
Kerala, the seminar brought together over 300 participants for keynote
sessions, paper presentations, and yoga demonstrations. Rev. Dr. Au-
gustine Thottakara was honoured by the Governor for his outstanding
contributions to Yoga and Indian Psychology. The seminar concluded
with a valedictory address by Dr. G. Kishore, highlighting yoga's role
in emotional resilience, followed by the serene chanting of the Shanti
Mantra.

RSET Celebrates 25 Years of Engineering Excellence

s 58 Rl .
Rajagiri School of Engineering & Technology (RSET) marked its Silver
Jubilee with a grand celebration on September 27, 2025, inaugurated
by Hon’ble Chief Minister Shri Pinarayi Vijayan, who praised RSET’s
contributions to education and social progress. Rev. Dr. Jaison Paul
Mulerikkal CMI welcomed the gathering, and Rev. Fr. Benny Nalkkara
CMI, Provincial and Manager, delivered the Presidential Address, high-
lighting RSET’s 25-year legacy of innovation and excellence. A proud
moment came as Group Captain Prasanth B. Nair, of India’s Axiom 4
Space Mission, was honoured by the Chief Minister. The event also fea-
tured felicitations from dignitaries including Shri P. Rajeev, Smt. Uma
Thomas, and Shri Loknath Behra, and blessings from Archbishop Mar
Antony Kariyil CMI and other CMI leaders. The chief architects of RSET
including the former Directors and Principals were honoured. The
celebration concluded with vibrant cultural performances, marking a
proud milestone in RSET's inspiring journey.
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Sahrudaya Celebrates Interna-
tional Day of Senior Citizens

In observance of the UN Inter-
national Day of Senior Citizens,
around 250 members from sev-
en Sahrudaya Centres gathered
at Sevagram Hall on October 11,
2025. The event was inaugurat-
ed by Rev. Fr. Shinto Thalian CMI
and presided over by Rev. Fr. Jai-
mon Oliyappuram CMI. Dr. Gee-
tha K. Nair (MBBS, DGO) led an
awareness session on health and
well-being. Cultural performanc-
es and a fellowship meal made it a
joyful celebration of unity and life.

Carlo Meet - “Be Different, Be
Holy: Gen Z for Christ”

Yuvanirmithy Rajagiri organized
a vibrant three-day youth camp,
Carlo Meet, from September 19-
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21, 2025, at RCMAS College, Ra-
jagiri Valley Campus. Inspired by
the life of Saint Carlo Acutis, the
camp encouraged young people
to live their faith creatively in the
digital age. The camp was inaugu-
rated by Provincial Rev. Fr. Benny
Nalkkara CMI and concluded by
Rev. Dr. Jaison Mulerikkal CMI,
who urged the youth to stay root-
ed in faith while striving for excel-
lence.

INAUGURAI

NAAC Accreditation

Two colleges of the Province were
accredited by NAAC for the first
time. The RCMAS, Rajagiri Col-
lege of Management and Applied
Sciences, Kakkanad received the
NAAC ‘A" Grade (CGPA 3.11) in
the First Cycle and RCVAS (Raja-
giri Viswyajyothi College,) Ven-
goor, received B++ CGPA 2.95) in
the First Cycle.
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St Chavara Pastoral Centre, San
Benito, Peru

The blessing and inauguration of
St Chavara Pastoral Centre was
held on May 16, 2025, at 7.00 PM.
The ceremony began with a sol-
emn Holy Mass, followed by the
blessing and inauguration of the

new pastoral centre by Rev. Jorge
Izaguirre Rafael, the Bishop of
Chosica. Afraternal gatheringand
a colourful cultural programme
marked the joyful occasion. The
foundation stone of the newly
inaugurated building had earlier
been laid by Rev. Fr Abraham Vet-
tiyankal CMI, Provincial.

Final Profession 2025
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The Final Profession of Bros. Tom Perumalil, Ab|n Thekkemanavath,
Bibin Panthalanickal, Joseph Nedumparampil, and Subin Oonnupala-
thinkal was celebrated on May 22, 2025, at 2.30 PM at St John’s Mon-
astery, Mutholy. Rev. Fr Abraham Vettiyankal CMI, Provincial, was
the main celebrant of the solemn Eucharistic celebration, joined by
Fr Mathew Anatharackal and Fr Joby Punnilathil as concelebrants. Fr
Jossy Aerathedathu preached the homily. The event was graced by the
presence of many fathers, brothers, and parents who joined in prayer
and thanksgiving.

Kristu Jayanti College Offi-
cially Becomes Kristu Jayanti
(Deemed to be University)

In a landmark recognition of its
unwavering pursuit of academ-
ic excellence and its enduring
commitment to nation-building,
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Kristu Jayanti College (Autono-
mous), Bengaluru, has been of-
ficially conferred the status of
Kristu Jayanti (Deemed to be
University) by the Ministry of
Education, Government of India.
This historic achievement marks
the culmination of 25 years of
dedicated service to higher edu-
cation by the institution. This el-
evation to university status posi-
tions Kristu Jayanti to further its
mission of shaping future leaders
and innovators, reinforcing its
role as a beacon of excellence in
the Indian higher education land-
scape. This historic declaration is
built on a strong foundation of re-
markable accomplishments. Kris-
tu Jayanti has been accredited
with the highest possible Grade
A++ by NAAC, with an exception-
al CGPA of 3.78 in the 3™ cycle of
accreditation, placing it among
the topinstitutions in the country.
It is ranked 60t in the National
Institutional Ranking Framework
(NIRF) by the Ministry of Educa-
tion in 2024. The institution has
alsobeen awarded the prestigious
Gold Rating Campus status by the
Government of India, and has won
national recognition for being the
Best Clean and Smart Campus. As
per the India Today Survey, Kristu
Jayanti holds the distinction of
being the No.1 Emerging College
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across all streams, further vali-
dating its reputation as a progres-
sive and future-ready institution.

Beyond academics, the college has
consistently demonstrated out-
standing achievements in sports
and cultural pursuits, having been
crowned Bengaluru North Uni-
versity Champions for the 17th
consecutive time. As it transitions
into Kristu Jayanti Deemed to be
University, the institution stands
at the threshold of a new chapter,
one that promises to uphold the
vision of National Education Pol-
icy 2020, Viksit Bharat 2047, and
promoting Bharatiya Knowledge
Systems, deeper engagement
with cutting-edge research, wid-
er global collaborations, and con-
tinued service to society through
value-based education. This rec-
ognition is a collective triumph
for the management, faculty, stu-
dents, alumni, parents, employ-
ers and all the stakeholders who
have been an integral part of this
inspiring journey. The university
now looks forward to scaling new
heights while staying true to its
motto: "Light and Prosperity."

Blessing and Inauguration of
CMI Anpakam:

The construction of CMI Anpa-
kam (Ashram) on the Mary Matha
College campus has witnessed
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remarkable progress. The entire
structural work has been success-
fully completed, with the Ground
Floor and First Floor finalized as
part of the first phase. The project
has now entered its final stage,
focusing on interior finishing and
aesthetic enhancements.

The foundation stone for CMI An-
pakam was laid on September 25,
2022, by Rev. Fr. George Edayad-
iyil CMI, then Provincial, marking
the beginning of this spiritual and
community-centered initiative.
The Blessing and Inauguration
Ceremony of the Ground and
First Floors was held on the Feast
of Our Lady of Mount Carmel,
July 16, 2025, and was solemnly
officiated by Rev. Dr. Abraham
Vettiyankal CMI, Provincial. Con-
ceived as a home of prayer, frater-
nity, learning, and mission, CMI
Anpakam stands as a testament
to the congregation’s vision of ho-
listic growth and service.
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To commemorate the occasion,
a High Tea for both Teaching and
Administrative Staff Members
was organized on July 17, 2025,
at CMI Anpakam, fostering a spir-
it of togetherness and gratitude
among the MMC fraternity.

Consecration of Ashram Chapel
- St Dominic’s Carmel House,
Chakkupallam

The newly constructed chapel
at St Dominic’'s Carmel House,
Chakkupallam, was solemnly con-
secrated by His Excellency Mar
Jose Pulickal, Bishop of the Epar-
chy of Kanjirappally, on August
12, 2025. Rev. Fr Abraham Vetti-
yankal, Provincial, and Fr James
Neendussery CMI, Councillor
for Pastoral Ministry, were the
main concelebrants. The ceremo-
ny was attended by CMI fathers
from nearby ashrams and a good
number of lay faithful, making it a
moment of grace and joy for all.
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Commencement of the
Canonical Novitiate

The Canonical Novitiate for the new batch of novices commenced on
8t September with the solemn celebration of the Divine Liturgy. The
ceremony marked the formal beginning of the novitiate journey for
nine novices, five from Kottayam Province, two from Bhavnagar Prov-
ince, and two from Hyderabad Province. The Holy Mass was presided
over by Rev. Fr James Neendussery CMI, Councillor for Pastoral Min-
istry with Rev. Fathers Jomy Panthiruvelil (Novice Master), Aneesh Ol-
ickal, Bobin Thekkanal and Melbin Elamplasseril, the former rectors of
the novices during their aspirancy, concelebrating. Fr Melbin delivered
the homily, inspiring the novices as they embarked on this new phase
of formation. In preparation for the entrance, a retreat was conducted
under the guidance of Rev. Fr Mathew Madayankal.

Parents’ Meet of the bond with the formation commu-
Second-Year Novices: nity.
A Parents’ Meeting for the sec- Concluding Ceremony of the
ond-year novices was held on 4t Golden Jubilee Celebration of
October. The gathering began the Peru Mission

with the Divine Liturgy, celebrat-

The inaugural session of the Con-
ed by Rev. Fr Provincial, who also

. : cluding Ceremony of the Golden
preached a homily during t.he Jubilee Celebration of the CMI
Holy Qurbana. The event provid-  po., Mission was held on 16t
ed an opportunity for parents to September 2025. Rev. Fr Binesh

share in the spiritual growth of Kattacknadayil, Sub-Regional Su-
their sons and to strengthen their perior, welcomed the gathering.
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Rev. Fr Abraham Vettiyankal, the
Provincial, delivered the pres-
idential address, recalling with
gratitude the missionary journey
of the past five decades.

His Excellency Shri Vishvas Vidu
Sapkal, Ambassador of India to
Peru, graced the occasion as the
Chief Guest. He formally inaugu-
rated the celebration by lighting
the ceremonial lamp and inspired
the audience with a thought-pro-
voking inaugural address. Felic-
itations were offered by Rev. Fr
Martin Mallath, General Council-
lor for Education and Communi-
cation Media, and Rev. Fr Joshy
Puthussery, Coordinator of the
CMI Mission in South America.
The session concluded with the
vote of thanks delivered by Rev.
Fr Kurian Perumpallikunnel.

The second session featured re-
flections on the Peru Mission.
Rev. Fr Biju Vadakkel, General
Councillor for Social Apostolate,
Rev. Fr Joseph Kallampallil, Pro-
vincial of St Chavara Vice Prov-
ince, Bhavnagar, along with Rev.
Fr James Narithookkil and Rev. Fr
Sebastian Elanjickal, former Pro-
vincials, shared their experiences
and insights. This was followed
by the sharing of testimonies by
fathers currently serving in the
Peru Mission. In the evening, a
Thanksgiving Holy Mass was
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celebrated at San Benito Parish
Church, with Rev. Fr Martin Mal-
lath as the main celebrant, mark-
ing a fitting spiritual conclusion to
the first day’s celebrations.

The second day marked the cen-
tral and most solemn part of the
Golden Jubilee celebrations. Rev.
Fr Binesh Kattackanadayil CMI,
the Sub-Regional Superior, pre-
sented a comprehensive Power-
Point presentation that beautiful-
ly depicted the origin, growth, and
development of the Peru Mission
over the past fifty years.

The solemn Holy Qurbana was
presided over by His Excellency
Most Rev. Paolo Rocco Gualtieri,
the Apostolic Nuncio to Peru. His
Excellency Most Rev. Jorge En-
rique lzaguirre Rafael, Bishop of
Chosica, and Msgr. Victor Garcia
Terese, Vicar General, were pres-
ent to grace the occasion. Rev.
Dr Abraham Vettiyankal CMlI,
Provincial of St Joseph Province,
Kottayam, Rev. Fr Martin Mal-
lath CMI and Rev. Fr Biju Vadakel
CMI, General Councillors, Rev. Fr
Joseph Kallampallil CMI, Provin-
cial of Bhavnagar Province, Rev.
Fr Joshy Puthussery CMI, South
American Coordinator, and Rev.
Fr Binesh Kattackanadayil CMI,
Sub-Regional Superior, concele-
brated the Holy Eucharist.
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Following the Qurbana, the Gold-
en Jubilee Souvenir was formal-
ly released by Rev. Dr Abraham
Vettiyankal CMI, Provincial. The
solemn Eucharistic celebration
and the subsequent public meet-
ing witnessed the participation
of a large gathering of priests and
sisters serving in Peru and other
South American countries, along
with lay faithful who have been
closely associated with the CMI
mission.

The day thus became a profound
moment of thanksgiving to God
for His abundant blessings upon
the mission and for the tireless
service of all those who have con-

tributed to its growth over the
past five decades.

As part of the Golden Jubilee cele-
brations, a solemn Requiem Mass
was offered in remembrance of
our departed missionaries who
dedicated their lives to the Peru
Mission. Rev. Fr Abraham Vetti-
yankal, our Provincial, was the
main celebrant and delivered an
inspiring homily, gratefully re-
calling the selfless service and
enduring legacy of our fathers
who served in this mission. In the
afternoon, a guided trip was or-
ganized to visit some of the sig-
nificant landmarks in and around
Lima City.

Superiors’ Meeting

The Superiors’ Meeting was held
on 21 October 2025 at Anugraha
Renewal Centre, Vazhoor. Fr. Bas-
tian Mangalathil, Councillor for
Education, welcomed the gath-
ering. Rev. Fr. Provincial deliv-
ered a fitting introduction to the
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meeting. Thereafter, the Coun-
cillors and the Provincial Auditor
presented brief reports of their
respective departments. All the
Superiors then shared concise re-
ports of their respective Ashrams.
Fr. Joby Manjakalayil, Councillor
for Finance, proposed the vote of
thanks.
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Fr. Antony Urulianickal
Honoured for His Media and
Music Ministry

honoured by Bishop George Ma-
dathikandathil during the Epar-

chial Day Celebration of Kotha-
mangalam Diocese, held at St.
Rita’s Church, Kaliyar on June
28, 2025. The recognition was
bestowed in appreciation of his
outstanding contributions to the
Church through his music minis-
try.

Hearty congratulations, dear Fr.
Antony, on this recognition! It is
indeed a moment of joy and pride
for the entire CMI Congregation.

‘Koinonia 2025’ Celebrates CMI Year of Education

P

|

The Carmel Province, Muvattupuzha, celebrated the CMI Year of Edu-
cation through ‘Koinonia 2025’, a gathering of teaching and non-teach-
ing staff held at Carmel Public School, Vazhakulam. The event was
inaugurated by Goa Governor P. S. Sreedharan Pillai, who praised St.
Kuriakose Elias Chavara as a leading figure of Kerala’s renaissance and
a pioneer of educational reform.

Major Archbishop Mar Raphael Thattil of the Syro-Malabar Church
delivered the benediction address. The function was presided over by
Rev. Dr. Josey Thamarassery CMI, Vicar General of the CMI Congrega-
tion. A session on the CMI educational legacy was led by Rev. Dr. Kuri-
an Kachappilly CMI. Provincial Rev. Dr. Mathew Manjakunnel CMI, Rev.
Dr. Martin Mallath CMI, Dean Kuriakose MP, and Fr. Biju Vettukallel
CMl also spoke on the occasion.
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“Vachanamezhuthu” Competition
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The prize distribution ceremony of the Bible Writing Competition,
“Vachanamezhuthu,” organized for the mothers of the Diocese of Iduk-
ki under the auspices of the Pastoral Department of Carmel Province,
Muvattupuzha, was held at Vazhathope Cathedral Church, Idukki, on
July 5. Mar John Nellikunel, Bishop of Idukki, distributed the prizes.
Rev. Fr. Roy Kannanchirayil CMI, Vicar Provincial and Councillor for
Pastoral Ministry, took the lead in organizing the event.

Best Fish Farmer Award for Rev.
Fr. Jose Kaduvanal

achievement of Indian scientists
Dr. K. H. Alikunhi and Dr. H. L.
Chaudhury, who successfully in-
duced the breeding of Indian ma-
jor carps (Catla, Rohu, and Mrigal)
on July 10, 1957 — a milestone
that transformed India’s aquacul-
ture sector.

On this occasion, Rev. Fr. Jose
Kaduvanal, Director of CMI Car-

As part of the celebration of Na-
tional Fish Farmers’ Day on July
10, the Kothamangalam Block
Panchayat honoured the best
fish farmers of the region. This
day commemorates the historic
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mel Bhavan, Bhoothathankettu,
was honoured with the Best Fish
Farmer Award for his commend-
able efforts in sustainable fish
farming. Congratulations to Fr.
Jose!
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Widows’ Meet at
Jyothidarsana, Pulluvazhy
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1 JYOTHIDARSANA

"nllﬁSELING T COUNSELING CENTRE

A Widows’ Meet was organized
at Jyothidarsana Counselling
Center, Pulluvazhy, on July 12,
2025. The programme was inau-
gurated by Rev. Dr. Mathew Man-
jakunnel, Provincial, and presided
over by Rev. Fr. Jose Kariamadam.
Sessions on the theme “How to
Overcome Stressful Situations in
Life” were conducted by Rev. Dr.
Gilson John, Director, and Mrs.
Rani Kuriakose, Counsellor. A to-
tal of 40 widows participated in
the meet, which provided them
with valuable guidance, support,
and encouragement. The center
continues its mission of serving
individuals from diverse walks of
life by organizing classes, work-
shops, and seminars that promote
personal growth, resilience, and
well-being
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New Social Upliftment Projects
at Santhigiri, Vazhithala

Santhigiri Institution, Vazhitha-
la — the social arm of the Carmel
Province, Muvattupuzha — in-
augurated a series of new and
innovative projects aimed at the
upliftment of the poor and the
needy.

Building on its ongoing initiatives
such as the Santhigiri Press, Train-
ing Centre, Workshop for the Spe-
cially Abled, and Wheelchair Park,
the institution launched several
new ventures including Santhi
Bhavan (Housing Project), San-
thi Shakthikaranam (Job Train-
ing Programme), Medical Camps,
Distribution of Medical Aids, and
Meet-ups for the Disabled.

The inaugural function was held
at Fr. Bede Hall, Santhigiri College
on 26 September 2025.

Upasana Cultural Centre
Celebrates Ruby Jubilee

The Upasana Cultural Centre,
Thodupuzha, which has been a
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hub of cultural and intellectual
activity for the past four decades
is in its Ruby Jubilee. The func-
tion was presided over by Rev. Fr.
Mathew Manjakunnel CMI, Pro-
vincial of the Carmel Province,
Muvattupuzha, and inaugurated
by Kottayam MP, Sri. K. Francis
GeorgeonAugust 10,2025, at the
Upasana Auditorium. Dr. Cyriac
Thomas, former Vice-Chancellor
of M.G. University, delivered the
keynote address.

Established in 1985 by Rev. Dr.
Albert Nampiaparambil CMl,
Upasana has played a vital role
in fostering cultural dialogue and
creative expression in the region.
The Ruby Jubilee celebrations
will conclude with a grand event
on December 14, 2025.

Director Rev. Fr. Prince Paratha-
nall CMI, Secretary Dr. John Mu-
zhuthattu, and committee mem-
bers Thomas Kuninji, Sukumaran
Arikuzha, and Shaji Muthukulam
are coordinating the Jubilee pro-
grammes.

Fr. Roby Kannanchira Invited as
Panelist at Vatican Education
Jubilee

Rev. Dr. Fr. Roby Kannanchira
CM, Director of Chavara Cultural
Centre, Delhi, has been invited to
serve as a Panelist at the Jubilee
of the World of Education - 2025,
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to be held at the Vatican, Rome,
from October 30 to November 2,
2025.

The international event is organ-
ized by the World Union of Catho-
lic Teachers (UMEC-WUCT) in
collaboration with the Italian
Association of Catholic Teachers
(AIMC), European Education Law
and Policy Association (ELA), In-
stitute for African Compact on
Education (IACE), and the Inter-
national Foundation Religions
and Societies (FIRS), under the
patronage of the Dicastery for
Education and Culture and the
Dicastery for Laity, Family, and
Life of the Holy See.

Hearty congratulations to Fr.
Roby on this distinguished recog-
nition, which brings joy and pride
to the CMI Congregation. Our
prayerful wishes accompany him
as he participates in this global
gathering of Catholic educators.

Parish Priests’ Meet at Sanjo
Public School, Koduvely

As part of the celebration of the
Patron’s Day of Parish Priests, St.
John Maria Vianney, Sanjo Public
School, Koduely, organized a spe-
cial gathering of parish priests and
assistant parish priests of the stu-
dents of the school on 04 August,
2025. Priests from 23 parishes
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participated in the event. The
programme served as a heartfelt
tribute to their dedicated service

Best Institution for Agriculture
Infant Jesus, Vazhakulam

Infant Jesus School, Vazhakulam,
received the Best Institution for
Agriculture Award from Manjal-
loor Panchayath on 17 August
2025.

The school has showcased com-
mendable initiatives in guiding
and moulding students towards a
nature-friendly and hardworking
culture.

Hearty congratulations to Rew.
Fr. Biju Elenjedath and the team
for their dedicated and inspiring
efforts.
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and became an inspiring occasion
for the students to reflect on the
values, call, and purpose of priest-
ly life.

LAk ]

All Kerala Basketball
Champions - Carmel Public
School, Vazhakulam

Carmel Public School, Vazhaku-
lam, on 27 August 2025, secured
the Overall Championship in the
All Kerala CBSE Sahodaya Bas-
ketball Competition. Congratula-
tions to the team and the school
management for this remarkable
achievement!

Golden Achievement for
Calvary Mount School

Ms. Devapriya of Calvary Mount
High School, Calvarymount, won
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the gold medal in the 100m race
(Sub-Junior Category) at the

All-Kerala School Athletics Meet,
breaking a 38-year-old record in
this event. This remarkable feat
marks a golden milestone in the
school’s achievements in the field

of athletics. The school has also
secured the top position in ath-
letics at both the sub-district and
district levels, reflecting its con-
sistent excellence and commit-
ment to nurturing young talents.

l ST. JOSEPH’S PROVINCE, TRIVANDRUM I

Koode- Lifeline of Hope:

As part of The Helping Hand - July
2025, the Koode Dialysis Support
Programme extended financial
aid to 60 underprivileged dialy-
sis patients. The official handover
took place at Mahajubilee Memo-
rial Hospital, Edathua, marking a
key milestone in Koode’s mission
to provide life-sustaining medical
support.
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An initiative of Snehathanal, led
by the CMI Fathers of St. Joseph'’s
Province, the programme ensures
fair healthcare access as a basic
human right. Beneficiaries were
selected through a strict verifica-
tion process in collaboration with
hospitals. A consolidated cheque
was handed over to enable unin-
terrupted treatment. The event
was coordinated by Fr. James Ma-
dathichirayil CMI, with valuable
support from the Snehathanal
team.

Chethipuzha Remembers Bro.
Brocard Ampattu CMl on his
30t Death Anniversary

A solemn Holy Mass was held, at
Chethipuzha Monastery Church
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community and family to reflect
on Bro. Brocard Ampattu's life
and contributions, honoring his
memory three decades after his

to commemorate the 30% death
anniversary of Bro. Brocard Am-
pattu CMI. The remembrance ser-
vice, held on June 15, 2025, saw
the participation of many family

passing.

members, who gathered to pay
their respects and offer prayers
for their beloved departed.

The Holy Mass was concelebrat-
ed by Fr. Xavier Ampattu CMI,
Provincial Auditor, Fr. Josey Kol-
lammalil CMI, and Fr. Joseph
Chennamattam CMI. The service
provided an opportunity for the

e ) 4
it

Fr. Thomas Porukara Central School, Champakulam, successfully or-
ganized the Porukara Charity Drive 2025, an initiative dedicated to ex-
tend support to the people of Kannamaly, Ernakulam. The programme,
which spanned over two months, witnessed wholehearted participa-
tion from students, teachers, parents, non-teaching staff, alumni, and
the PTA. This collective effort reflects the school’s deep commitment
to nurturing values of compassion, empathy, and social responsibility
within its community.

A total of Rs 46,733 was raised through the contributions of students,
teachers, parents, alumni, and non-teaching staff. With these resourc-
es, 100 family kits containing essential groceries, stationery, books, and
clothing were prepared and distributed to selected families in Kannam-
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aly, amounting to a total value of Rs 5,74,000/-.

In addition, housing support was extended with Rs 25,000 each provid-
ed to two families—Mr. Krishnakumar and Mr. Ouseph P—in Kannam-
aly, and Rs 1,00,000 contributed towards the construction of a house
for Mr. Joseph P.A., Panackal, Champakulam, bringing the total housing
contribution to Rs 1,50,000.

Altogether, assistance worth Rs. 7,24,000 was extended through this
noble initiative. The remarkable success of the Porukara Charity Drive
2025 stands as a testament to the generosity and compassion of our
school community, and it reinforces the values of service and solidarity
that we strive to instill in every member.

Zonal Gatherings

Y " St Joseph’s Province successful-
. ly concluded a series of Zonal Gat
herings, fostering a spirit of commu-
* nity and shared purpose. The gathe
. rings, which followed canonical visi-
tationsbytheProvincial,wereheldin
@ three different zones: Kanyakumari
= on July 19, Punalur on July 30, Che
thipuzha on August 09, Mannanam
on August 17, and Pulincunnoo on
August 23, Alappuzha on August
30, West Bengal on September 20.

Each meeting commenced with ca-
nonical prayers and brought togeth-
er all priests and brothers from the

respective zones. The Provincial
' and all councilors were in attend-
ance, providing updates and ad-
dressing concerns related to their
. departments. House superiors also
had the opportunity to share in-
B formation and raise concerns. The
A gatherings proved to be a valuable
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platform for open discussion, community building, and sharing experi-
ences, strengthening the bonds within the province.

=

Kristu Jyoti Group of CMI
Educational Institutions marks
success with “One Year Home

Project”

The Kristu Jyoti Group of CMI
Educational Institutions contin-
ued its commitment to social re-
sponsibility by completing and
blessing two more homes under
its “One Year Home Project” ini-
tiative. This noble project aims to
provide shelter and hope to those
in need.

The 17t home built under the ini-
tiative was blessed in a ceremony
on Thursday, July 17, 2025. This
was followed by the blessing of
the 18™ home on Thursday, Au-
gust 14, 2025.

The school management and the
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entire team of the Kristu Jyoti
Group have been congratulated
for their unwavering dedication
to this project, which continues
to make a significant difference in
the lives of many families.
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Nirmalgiri Novitiate House Welcomes New Novices

On September 8, 2025, the Nirmalgiri Novitiate House in Punalur, Kol-
lam, celebrated the Commencement of the Canonical Novitiate of four
novices: Devasia Thottakkara, George Srampickal, Antony Vattapar-
ambil, and Joel Erethara.

The solemn Holy Mass was held at 10:30 am to officially mark the be-
ginning of their canonical novitiate. The main celebrant was Rev. Fr. An-
tony Elamthottam CMI, the Provincial of St. Joseph's Province, Thiru-
vananthapuram.

Rev. Fr. Joji Marangattu CMI, the Novice Master and Rev. Fr. Luka Cha-
vara, the Aspirants Rector were the co-celebrants. The inspiring homily
for the occasion was delivered by Rev. Fr. Jojo Athikalam CMI.

Protest Rally Under the Aus-
pices of Mannanam Ashram
Church

under the leadership of the Man-
nanam St. Joseph's Ashram, St.
Chavara Pilgrim Centre, and the

A strong protest rally was held St. Joseph's Parish Community to
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test against the increasing perse-
cution of Christians and the viola-
tion of minority rights in India.

The rally commenced from the
premises of the Mannanam Ash-
ram Church on August 1, Friday,
following the Holy Mass sched-
uled for 4:30 PM.The protest rally
was led by Rev. Dr. Kurian Chalan-
gady, the Prior of Mannanam Ash-
ram. Other priests who are mem-
bers of the Ashram, Sisters from
various congregations, and the
faithful participated in the event.

Carrying rosaries and lit candles,
the participants walked in silence,
reciting the Rosary and proclaim-
ing that the essence of Christian
faith is selfless service. The Rosa-
ry Rally reached the Fatima Mata
Chapel at Mannanam Junction,
where Rev. Fr. Kurian Chalangady
extended a welcome to everyone.
Rev. Fr. Sijo Chennad, Creative
Director of Sarga-Kshetra, spoke
at the gathering, conveying a
strong protest against the injus-
tices faced by Indian Christians in
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the recent past. He asserted that
no power can stop our efforts to
integrate the helpless people into
the mainstream of society.
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THROUGH THE INSTITUTIONS

Perpetual Profession 2025

Forty-five CMI brothers made
their perpetual profession in
their provinces in the last week
of May 2025. Among them 24 are
Dharmaram students. The prepa-
ration for perpetual profession
commenced on April 28 with a
week-long spiritual retreat held
at the Jerusalem Retreat Cen-
tre. The retreat was based on the
theme “You did not choose me,
but | chose you (John 15:16).” Fol-
lowing the retreat, from May 5

CARMELASANDESAM | DECEMBER 2025

H DHARMARAM, BANGALORE IS

to 14, theological and formation
classes took place at CSR Pari-
yaram. These sessions addressed
essential themes such as religious
life, evangelical vows, ecclesial re-
sponsibilities, and pastoral com-
mitment. The immediate prepara-
tion for the perpetual profession
continued with another retreat
from May 15-20 at CSR Pariyar-
am, directed by Rev. Fr. Cyriac Ko-
chalumkal, CST. Rev. Fr. Peter Ko-
chalumkal, the Master of second
year theologians, coordinated
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various programmes in prepara-
tion for the perpetual profession.

Dharmaram Mourns
Pope Francis

Dharmaram received with great
sadness the news of the death of
Pope Francis on 21 April, 2025.
He was known for his simple life
style and his concern for the poor
and the marginalized. He advo-
cated world peace, promotion of
the protection of environment,
social justice and the rights of the
migrants. He set the church on a
reformative path by promoting
synodality and women’s partic-
ipation in the administration of
the church and decision making.
His encyclicals such as ‘Laudate
Si’ and ‘Fratelli Tutti’, attracted
the attention of even non Catho-
lics. On the day of his funeral a
solemn Requiem Mass was cele-
brated for him in the Dharmaram
Chapel presided over by Rev. Fr.
Rector. In his homily Fr. Rector
recalled with gratitude his love
for the Indian church, manifested
in the canonization of five Indians
including our founder St. Chavara
Kuriakose Elias and the granting
of all India jurisdiction to Syro
Malabar Church.

Annual Retreat

The annual retreat for the Dhar-
maram community was conduct-
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ed from May 25 to 31, 2025. Rev.
Fr. Roy Palatty CMI(Malayalam)
and Rev. Fr. Sebastian Cheeram-
velil SDS(English) were the re-
treat preachers. Fr. Roy initiated
the retreat with the theme of
“Christification,” emphasizing the
imperative of allowing Christ to
be formed within each individu-
al. He referenced Revelation 2:4,
which addresses the church in
Ephesus, reminding the commu-
nity to return to the foundation-
al love it initially experienced. Fr.
Sebastian developed his retreat
talks on the parable of the lost
coin (Lk 15: 8-10). The retreat
focused on three key questions:
Who is God? Who am I? Who is
my brother?, which represents
the three sides of a “coin”.

Blessing of the Renovated
Darsanatheeram

The renovated Darsanatheeram
at Dharmaram College was bless-
ed on Saturday, May 31, 2025,
by Fr. Varghese Vithayathil, the
Rector. The blessing ceremony
began with a solemn prayer ser-
vice, invoking divine blessings
upon the renewed space. In his
message, Fr. Rector emphasized
the significance of Darsanatheer-
am as a place where conservation
meets contemplation. Following
the prayers along with Fr. Rector,
Fr. Mathew Attumkal, President
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DVK and Fr. Nilson Pellisserry,
the Coordinator of Christ Group
of Schools, blessed the Darsan-
atheeram premises by sprinkling
holy water.

Dharmaram College Welcomes
Newcomers

Dharmaram College commenced
the academic year 2025-26 with
the warm reception of new stu-
dents across its C, D, and F Sec-
tions, marking a vibrant begin-
ning to another year of academic
and spiritual formation. The first
group of brothers arrived on April
30, 2025, with 27 brothers join-
ing the F Section to begin their
philosophical studies at Dharmar-
am Vidya Kshetram (DVK). They
were formally welcomed by Fr.
Roy Vettikuzhy, Section Master
for the first year philosophers.
Subsequently, on May 24, 2025,
21 brothers were admitted to the
C Section to pursue their theo-
logical studies. Fr. Siby Kavattu,
Section Master for first year the-
ologians, welcomed them into
the Dharmaram community. Fol-
lowed by this 9 brothers joined
the D Section on May 31, 2025.
Fr. Babu Paul Kalathuparambil,
Section Master for the D Section,
received the new brothers. This
year the total strength of Dhar-
maram College student commu-
nity is 172.
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Wayanad Social Exposure
Program

The brothers of F Section, Dhar-
maram College, undertook an
exposure program at Pulpally,
Wayanad as part of their social
and pastoral formation. The batch
of thirty brothers were divided
into two groups. The first group
was at St. Thomas Church, Mar-
akavu and the second at Infant
Jesus Church, Sisumala. Over
the course of program, brothers
actively participated in a range
of social and pastoral initiatives
aimed at community building and
empowerment. Key activities in-
cluded street plays, house visits,
data collection, and classes for
various age groups. Special focus
was given to the marginalized
groups through tribal visits, wom-
en empowerment sessions, and
various camps for children and
youth. Moreover, brothers con-
ducted English training programs,
motivational sessions, coaching
classes, and CML gatherings,
contributing to the educational
and personal development of the
local population. The street play
on drug addiction and menance
of wild animals, started at Irulam
town and then throughout thir-
teen towns of the locality and fi-
nally concluded at Pulpally town,
not only created awareness but
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also attracted the media. The
Wayand House Project for a poor
family at Amarakuni Parish, finan-
cially supported by Dharmaram
College and fruit of our manual la-
bour, is getting ready for its bless-
ing.

Pastoral Management and
Leadership programme

The Centre for Pastoral Leader-
ship and Management of Dhar-
maram Vidya Kshetram organ-
ised a 10-day Diploma course
in Pastoral Management and
Leadership from May 13 to 23,
2025 in collaboration with Christ
University. The programme was
attended by 26 priests and reli-
gious leaders from across India.
The course was inaugurated by
the Auxiliary Bishop of Banga-
lore Rt. Rev. Dr. Arokia Satishku-
mar. At the closing ceremony, Fr.
Mathew Attumkal, the President
of DVK stressed the importance
of pastoral leaders understanding
people’s needs and serving with
integrity in a complex and secular
world.

Memorial Lecture Celebrating
the Prophetic Vision of
Pope Francis

In a profound tribute to the
spiritual legacy of Pope Francis,
a commemorative lecture was
organized at DVK on 20 June,
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2025. Mr. Roberto Cartlano from
Sofiana, Italy, a noted theologi-
an and member of the Focolare
Movement, was the speaker of
the day. The event concluded with
remarks by Fr. George Kulangara,
who spoke on the truthfulness
and authenticity of Pope Francis’s
life and mission, affirming that his
papacy remains a beacon for the
Churchin a fractured world.

Twelth Annual Chavara
Lectures

As a part of exploring the life and
legacy of St. Chavara, Centre
for the Study and Research on
St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara(CS-
RKEC) organized its Twelfth
annual lectures entitled “St.
Chavara: A Seeing Voice and a lis-
tening Heart”, on 24 June, 2025.
Dr. Annie Kunnath, Professor at
Jamia Millia Islamia University,
New Delhi was the speaker. The
programme began with an invoca-
tion by the Jnanodaya Sisters, fol-
lowed by awelcome address by Fr.
Jomon Mularikkal CMI, Director
of CSRKEC. In his inaugural mes-
sage, Fr. Mathew Attumkal CMl,
President of DVK, emphasized
therelevance of St. Chavara’s mis-
sion in addressing today’s societal
and spiritual challenges. The ses-
sions were moderated by Fr. Ben-
ny Tharakkunnel CMI, Sr. Bincy
CMC and Fr. Thomas Parayil CMI.
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In addition to lectures, the event
featured a visual presentation on
St. Chavara by | DPh students of
DVK, which creatively portrayed
his life and legacy.

Feast of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus

Dharmaram College Celebrated
the feast of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus on 29 June 2025. In prepa-
ration for the feast celebrations,
the brothers of A-Section con-
ducted a prayer service on the
evening of 28 June 2025. The
solemn celebrations on the feast
day commenced with Concel-
ebrated Holy Qurbana with Fr.
Thomas Parayil, administrator of
Dharmaram Collage, as the main
celebrant. More than sixty priests
took part in the concelebration
along with the parishioners from
St. Thomas Forane Church. Fr.
Bijo Manjalil CMI gave the day’s
message. Adding to the solemnity
was a grand choir of 30 brothers.
Followed by the Holy Qurbana
there was a Eucharistic proces-
sion to JBC auditorium at DVK.

CSWR Observes the 14t Dalai
Lama’s Birthday

The Centre for the Study of World
Religions (CSWR) of Dharmar-
am Vidya Kshetram organized
a spiritually enriching program
on 8 July 2025 to celebrate the
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birthday and honour the legacy of
His Holiness the 14t Dalai Lama,
a global ambassador of peace,
compassion, and inter-religious
harmony. The event began with a
prayer song by the first-year Phi-
losophy brothers, setting aserene
tone. Fr. Jeff Shawn Kaipettiyil
warmly welcomed dignitaries: Mr.
Jigme Tsultrim, chief representa-
tive officer of the Central Tibet-
an Administration; Ven. Deshe
Jampa Choewag, Director of the
Sera Jey Education Department;
Fr. Varghese Puthuparambil; and
Dr. Roy Vettikuzhiyil, Director of
CSWR.

Fr. Varghese Puthuparambil de-
livered the Keynote Address,
and Ven. Deshe Jampa Choewag
shared a thought-provoking mes-
sage on interfaith understanding
and moral leadership. All dignitar-
ies were honoured with a shawl
and memento, and the revered
Buddhist monks were presented
with shawls and bouquets, ex-
pressing CSWR’s fraternity and
appreciation.

Denha Lectures 2025

The Denha Lectures 2025 were
held on 27t July at St. Mary’s
Church, Bommanahalli. The event
was organized by the Faculty
of Theology, Dharmaram Vidya
Kshetram (DVK), Bengaluru,
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with the purpose of deepening
the historical awareness of the
St. Thomas Christian heritage
among the faithful. The program
was coordinated by Fr. Siby Ka-
vattu, Director of the Placid Po-
dipara Centre for Eastern and
Indian Christian Studies. The
resource person for the day was
Fr. Alen Pathiyil. He delivered
a clear and engaging lecture on
the topic: “The Genesis and Evo-
lution of St. Thomas Christians:
A Historical Overview.” Through
his presentation, Fr. Alen outlined
the arrival of Christianity in India
through St. Thomas the Apostle
and explained how the St. Thomas
Christian community developed
through various historical phases.

Deepika Children’s League 2025

On 27t July 2025, the Deepika
Children’s League (DCL) hosted
a vibrant inter-school -cultural
fest that brought together stu-
dents from 18 schools across the
city. Held at Christ University, the
event was inaugurated at 9:00
am by Devika Sanjay, noted film
actress and guest of honor, along-
side Fr. Thomas Parayil, Adminis-
trator and Fr. Babu Paul, Cordi-
nator of DCL. The day featured
three major competitions: Little
Blooms, Writathon, and Artista
the competitions on the day with
more than 1500 budding artists
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showcased their talents. The
event concluded with a grand val-
edictory ceremony at 3:00 pm at
the JBC Auditorium, Dharmaram
Vidya Kshethram.

Canonical Visitation of
Rev. Fr. Prior General

The canonical visitation of Very
Rev. Fr. Prior General at Dharmar-
am College, Bangalore, began on
15t September with an introduc-
tory talk at 7:00 p.m, followed by
Ramsa. On 2" September, the Pri-
or General presided over the Holy
Mass in the morning, marking
the second day of the visitation.
Throughout his stay, he person-
ally met all the fathers, brothers
and student priests giving them
words of encouragement and pa-
ternal guidance. The visitation of-
ficially concluded on 19t Septem-
ber with the concluding address
of the Prior General, in which he
inspired the community to live
their vocation with zeal and re-
sponsibility.

Renovation of Dharmaram
Publications

On September 8, the renovated
Dharmaram Publications was sol-
emnly inaugurated in a graceful
ceremony. The blessing of the re-
newed centre was administered
by Fr. Thomas Parayil, Administra-
tor of Dharmaram College, mark-
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ing a new chapter in its mission
of service through publications.
Heartfelt congratulations were
extended to Fr. Jeffshawn and Fr.
Joby Kochumuttom, whose self-
less dedication, hard work, and
commitment made this renewal
possible.

The Bishop Jonas Thaliath CMI
Endowment Lectures 2025

The endowment lectures on Afri-
can Inclusive Ecology and Climate
Change were held at the PKM
Auditorium on 15-16 September
2025. The programme opened
with an invocation and lighting of

B DARSANA, WARDHA

A New Look For Darsana

Darsana, after the two months
of dedicated hard-work was re-
furbished by the new Academic
Block, Section blocks, Library and
Chapel. The new library gave an
astounding factor in enhancing
the academic curriculum by intro-
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the lamp. Fr. Joy Philip Kakkanat-
tu extended the welcome address,
followed by the Presidential Ad-
dress by Fr. Mathew Attumkal.
The lectures were delivered by
Rev. Prof. Dr. Aidan G. Msafiri,
Senior Lecturer and Research Fel-
low in Climate and Business Eth-
ics at Mweka College, Tanzania,
and UN Climate Change Ambas-
sador. The two-day programme
was enriched with scholarly mod-
eration, interactive discussions,
and academic reflections, draw-
ing wide participation from stu-
dents, faculty, and church leaders.

ducing new individual and group
study carrels. Read, Reflect and
Realize is the new maxim for our
library.

A New Chapter Unfolds
@ Darsana

-

Darsana cordially welcomed the
new Philosophy Batch 2025-
2027 comprising of 18 brothers
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from various CMI provinces and
from the Dioceses of Alleppey
and Shamsabad after the one
month intensive language course
at Samanvaya, Kolchoor. We are
also blessed to have Rev. Fr. Lijo
Thekkanath CMI, the new anima-
tor for 1°t year philosophy batch
and as a new member to the fac-
ulty of philosophy.

Inauguration of the New
Academic Year

ampil CMI. Rev. Dr. Joshy Nelli-
velil CMI, the Director of Studies
welcomed the gathering. Rev. Dr.
Aquin Noronha OP, Rector, St
Charles Seminary Nagpur deliv-
ered the keynote address signi-
fying the relevance of Philosophy
in every day. DIP is privileged to
welcome 31 new Philosophy stu-
dents and 51 Atmadarsan stu-
dents to the academic fraternity.

Viveza De Colores

The new Academic year of DIP
2025-26, was commenced with
due solemnity and grandeur DIP,
Wardha got reopened on 24t
June with its Inaugural ceremony.
Solemn Divine Liturgy was cele-
brated by Dr. Francis Aykarapar-

Darsana was enthused with the
vibrant talents and performanc-
es of the 1%t year philosophers’
Fresher’s Day Viveza De Colores.
The evening was swirled by the
stunning performances and other
fun.

Visit of Bishops




On July 7, Darsana was blessed by the graceful visit of Card. Oswald
Gracias (Mumbai) and Card. Filipe Neri (Goa) and 12 other Bishops
of the Western Regional Bishop Council (WRBC). Darsana welcomed
them with much hospitality and love. Cardinal Oswald Gracias shared
some replenishing thoughts on the philosophical formation for shaping
the future priesthood.

Opera Fest Brothers rocked the evening by
their talents and performances.

DKS and DSKS, the cultural and
social spheres of Darsana were
inaugurated under the guidance
of Fr. Lijo, director and secretar-
ies of DKS and DSKS. Sr. Shee-
thal SSpS graced the occasion by
delivering the inaugural address.

e il-B
On the feast of our lady of Mount Carmel, Darsana family gathered to-
gether with due reverence for the renewal of the vows. Fr. Lijo gave the
message of the day highlighting the vowed life and cultivating the spirit
of humility within each one of us.

LAmour Eve The section feast of the junior
brothers was held with much hue
of colorful programmes. There
was a 10 day preparatory novena
to St. Alphonsa seeking the inter-
cession of this great saint. Jun-
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jors was deliciously treated with
an awesome dinner party Retro
Night hosted by the senior broth-
ers.

Bp. Januarius Endowment
Lectures 2025

The Endowment Lectures in hon-
or of Bp. Januarius was presided
over by His Grace Most Rev. Elias
Joseph Gonsalves, Archbishop
of Nagpur. The lectures focused
on the “Challenges of mission in
the present day socio political
context of India.” His insights re-
shaped the vision of evangeliza-
tion amidst the listeners.

Revera Reloaded

The Section feast of senior broth-
ers Revera Reloaded was held
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with much vibrant energy and
dynamic blend of talents. There
was a 10 day preparatory novena
to St. Euphrasia seeking the in-
tercession of this great saint. As
a tribute to the senior brothers,
junior brothers organized a fun
filled event and a delicious dinner
Arabian Nights.

Onam Mood

‘Onam Mood’, Onam celebrations
2k25 was held with much vibran-
cy and color. The brothers pre-
pared a wonderful athapookalam.
Traditional onakkalikal and other
celebrations brought happiness
and cheer to everyone. Celebra-
tions were also held in the Pavit-
ru Parivar community engaging
everyone in the vibrant hue of
Onam.
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Festal and Birthday Greetings
to Fr. Rector

Darsana fraternity celebrated
the feast and birthday of Fr. Rec-
tor with much cheer and love. Fr.
Rector offered the festal Holy
Mass interceding special prayers
of his heavenly patron St. Francis
of Assisi. The festal and birthday
greetings offered by the brothers
underlined his sincere efforts in
building up Darsana to its gran-
deur along with his remarkable
efforts in the formation of broth-
ers here. We together prayed for
his intentions, continued guid-

ance and support in the coming
years.

Mathrudham Feast

The Mathrudham feast was sol-
emnly celebrated from 3 to 12t
of October. It was marked by
the ten day long solemn rosary
led by the neighboring commu-
nities here. The concluding day
was marked by solemn rosary
procession, final blessing by Rev.
Fr. Robinson C.J. (Vicar St. An-
tony’s Forane Church, Wardha)
and preeti bhoj. Everyone actively
participated in making the feast a
truly blessed one.

Canonical Visitation of
Fr. Prior General
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Very Rev. Fr. Thomas Chathamparampil CMI, Prior General along with
Rev. Fr.Babu Mattathil CMI, General Auditor and Rev. Fr. Sijo Vattekka-
dan, Secretary to Fr General, visited the Darsana family. Rev. Fr. Prior
General gave messages which highlighted the essence of hope - filled
life ahead. He met all fathers and brothers personally and in group.
He appreciated the works and endeavors of Darsana and assured his
prayers and support in the coming days.

l CARMEL VIDYABHAVAN, PUNE IS

New Responsibilities

Following the words of Pope
Francis, "Being close to the peo-
ple is trusting that the grace God
faithfully pours out on us," our
first-year brothers have been en-
trusted with new responsibilities
in the community and the Parish
pastoral field. To remain close to
the people of God and serve them
with a profound heart, they re-
solved to work with their hearts
set on fire, alongside other broth-
ers in various associations and
family units.

House Feast

The Carmel Vidya Bhavan (CVB)
community strives forward under
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the patronage and protection of
Our Lady of Mount Carmel,whose
constant intercession and guid-
ance are ever felt deeply in their
lives. To show our gratitude and
commemorate the many bless-
ings received through her inter-
cession, CVB celebrated the feast
day of Our Lady of Mount Carmel
on 16 July 2025 in a prayerful and
solemn manner. In keeping with
CMI hospitality, CVB tradition,
and the JD legacy, high tea was
served to all staff and students of
JD. The benefactors of CVB and
the religious in the neighbour-
ing communalities joined us for a
prayer service and dinner.

A newly installed grotto adjacent
to the CVB now houses the stat-
ues of Our Lady of Mount Carmel
and St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara.
It serves as a reminder of the call
to live according to God’s Will—a
call engraved in our founder's
core values and taught by Mother
Mary. The grotto was blessed by
Rev. Fr. James Thayil CMI (Rec-
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tor) on July 15, 2025, and offered
to the people of God for prayer.

Basketball and volleyball match-
es between the CMI and Bethany
Brothers added colour to the fes-
tal celebrations.

Monsoon Picnic

As monsoon rains chill the Kon-
kan region with continuous show-
ers, the community—fathers and
brothers together— travelled to
the tranquil environment of Mul-
shi village. To enjoy the season,
we undertook a steep and long
trekking in the cool climate. We
were challenged by the hard and
stony route to Devkund, the "di-
vine pond,' but reaching the wa-
terfalls was our reward. A deep
dive into the pure water provided
rejuvenating energy. The commu-
nity shared a strong sense of fel-
lowship throughout the journey.

CARMELASANDESAM | DECEMBER 2025

Rosary Devotion

The October Rosary devotion is
a special occasion of spiritual en-
richment and a season of Marian
bond for the CVB and parish com-
munity in Pune. Carmel Parish,
Pune, held ten days of solemn ro-
sary devotion, and the brothers of
CVB contributed fruitful Marian
reflections during this time. The
conclusion of the rosary month
on October 31,2025, with Rosary
procession, captured the essence
of this devotion for all parishion-
ers.

Halo Fest ’25

Holiness and its relevance are
frequently questioned among the
Gen-Z. To address their questions
and strengthen their connection
with the Church and God, the
CVB brothers, along with the Car-
mel catechism department, con-
ducted Halo Fest ’25. This three-
day camp for students in classes
5 through 12 intertwined prayer,
play, and fun to create a unique

87



THROUGH THE INSTITUTIONS

and meaningful experience. This
was a formative experience, both
for the CVB Brothers and for the
Carmel Parish children.

Mission Tour

: _ R S
During the Diwali holidays, the
CVB Community embarked on a
three-day’s mission tour to Mum-
bai. Mumbai, the city that never
disappoints! In the buzzing, ev-
er-rushing city, there is a mission
of Christ that is ever fresh! For us

it was amissionto know the heart-
beat of this city up and close. The
hectic traffic and towering build-
ings showcased the pride of a pro-
gressive nation, while the sooth-
ing breeze at Juhu beach and the
views from Alibaug forts painted
nature’s bounty. The hospitality
of the CMI brethren at Malad and
Koparkhairane was praiseworthy.
This journey prompted an inner
search for the meaning of mission
and the moderation of needs. Vis-
its to Alibaug, the many pilgrim
centres, forts, and beaches, along
with the adventure of testing the
suburban and metro rides, the
ferry rides and local bus rides,
added glitter and learning experi-
ences to the tour.

HE SAMANVAYA, BHOPAL I

Academic Inauguration

The academic year 2025-26 at
Samanvaya Theological College,
Bhopal, commenced with a sol-
emn and inspiring Academic Inau-
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guration held on 16 June 2025.
The event was marked by a spirit
of renewal, reflection, and com-
mitment to theological excellence
and spiritual formation.

The inauguration was graced by
Rev. Fr. Biju Vadakkel CMI, Coun-
cillor for Social Apostolate of the
CMI Congregation, who officially
inaugurated the academic year.
In his address, Fr. Biju empha-
sized the vital role of theology in
today’s rapidly changing world
and encouraged the students to
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become transformative agents of
faith and justice in society.

The ceremony was conducted un-
der the able leadership of Rev. Fr.
Benny Thettayil CMI, Director of
Studies at Samanvaya Theological
College. His welcome address set
the tone for the day, highlighting
the academic vision and pastoral
commitment of the institution.

A comprehensive report on the
previous academic year was pre-
sented by Rev. Fr. Joshy Pazhuk-
kathara CMI, Rector of Saman-
vaya Theological College. The
report outlined the academic
achievements, spiritual growth,
and community outreach activ-
ities carried out during the past
year.

The highlight of the day was the
Lectio Brevis, delivered by Rev. Fr.
Jaino Chunayanmackal CMI, Ani-
mator of Samanvaya Theological
College. His reflection provided
deep theological insights and in-
spired both faculty and students
to approach the new academic
year with renewed zeal and intel-
lectual curiosity.

The event concluded with a vote
of thanks and a prayer for God'’s
guidance and blessings on the
academic year ahead. The inau-
guration was a fitting beginning
to a year dedicated to theological

CARMELASANDESAM | DECEMBER 2025

reflection, academic excellence,
and spiritual growth.

Fresher’s Day 2025

On June 26, 2025, the vibrant
community of Samanvaya Theo-
logical College, Bhopal, celebrat-
ed Fresher’s Day 2025 with great
enthusiasm to warmly welcome
the newly admitted brothers into
the seminary. The event fostered
a sense of fraternity, belonging,
and joy. The occasion was made
even more special by the gracious
presence of brothers from Pade-
riya, who joined the celebrations,
adding to the sense of a wider
community.

The programme commenced with
a heartfelt welcome address by
Br. Praveen CMI, who greeted
the fresher’s with warm words
of encouragement and joy. This
was followed by an introduction
video, giving a beautiful glimpse
into seminary life and its rich tra-
ditions.

Rev. Fr. Joshy Pazhukkathara
CMI, the Rector, greeted the
fresher’s with flowers, symboliz-
ing blessings and hospitality. Rev.
Fr. Cyril Kuttianickal, Provincial
of Bhopal, then addressed the
gathering with inspiring words,
encouraging the new brothers to
embrace their formation journey
with dedication and openness.
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The first-year brothers took to
the stage with a melodious group
song, expressing their joy and
gratitude. They were welcomed
and encouraged further by Rev.
Fr. Jacob Marangattu CMI, who
shared words of wisdom and mo-
tivation.

Adding to the festive spirit, the
third-year brothers presented
a group song, followed by a vid-
eo presentation that highlighted
memorable moments of seminary
life. The first-year brothers then
returned with an energetic dance
performance, showcasing their
talents and unity.

The celebration concluded with
a vote of thanks delivered by Br.
Evin CMI, who expressed grati-
tude to all the dignitaries, organ-
izers, and participants who made
the event ameaningful and joyous
experience.

Fresher’s Day 2025 was a beau-
tiful celebration of unity, talent,
and the beginning of a new jour-
ney of faith and formation.

Inauguration of Literary,
Cultural, and Arts Activities

The vibrant spirit of creativity and
talent came alive at Samanvaya
Theological College, Bhopal, on
18th July 2025, as the communi-
ty gathered for the inauguration
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of the Literary, Cultural, and Arts
activities for the academic year
2025-2026.

The programme began on a
spiritual note with a soulful prayer
song led by the brothers, invoking
God’s blessings upon the event
and all creative endeavours of the
year. This was followed by the tra-
ditional lighting of the lamp, sym-
bolizing the illumination of minds
and the awakening of artistic ex-
pression.

Br. Abin Koottappally extended a
warm welcome to the chief guest,
dignitaries, staff, and students,
setting the tone for an engaging
and meaningful event. The cre-
ative identity of the year was
then unveiled through a video
presentation of the official logo,
showcasing the themes of unity,
culture, and imagination.

The gathering was honoured by
the presence of the chief guest,
Rev. Fr. Thomas Kollapilly, Prin-
cipal of St. Paul’'s School, Bhopal,
who delivered an inspiring ad-
dress. He emphasized the impor-
tance of integrating faith with ar-
tistic expression and encouraged
the students to use their talents
to reflect truth, beauty, and good-
ness in the world.

A group song by the brothers
filled the hall with harmony and
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joy, followed by a motivational
speech by Rev. Fr. Joshy Pazhuk-
kathara, Rector of the seminary.
He reminded the students that
culture and the arts are powerful
toolsin evangelization and human
formation.

Adding a youthful and energetic
vibe, Br. Ajay Ekka captivated the
audience with a lively rap perfor-
mance, which was both entertain-

ing and thought-provoking. The
programme continued with a vi-
brant dance performance by the
brothers, which reflected unity,
rhythm, and cultural richness.

The event concluded with a heart-
felt vote of thanks delivered by Br.
Amit Kispota, who acknowledged
the contributions of all those
who worked behind the scenes to
make the inauguration a success.

Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel and Sports Inauguration

On 16" July 2025, the community of Samanvaya Theological College,
Bhopal, joyfully celebrated the Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel,
a day deeply cherished by the Carmelite family. The celebration was
marked not only by spiritual devotion but also by the inauguration of
the Sports and Games activities for the academic year.

The day’s festivities were highlighted by the official inauguration of the
sports season by Rev. Fr. Cyril Kuttianickal CMI, Provincial of Bhopal
Province. In his inaugural address, Fr. Cyril encouraged the brothers to
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actively participate in sports as a means of fostering fraternity, disci-

pline, and holistic development.

The spirit of the day came alive with a friendly and energetic football
match between the brothers from Paderiya and Samanvaya, drawing
cheers and enthusiasm from the entire community. The match served
as a symbol of unity, healthy competition, and the joy of brotherhood.

The celebration beautifully combined devotion to Our Lady of Mount
Carmel with the values of physical well-being and community life. It
marked the beginning of a year filled with sporting spirit, collaboration,

and joyful fraternity.
St. John Maria Vianney Day

On the auspicious occasion of
St. John Mary Vianney Day, the
patron saint of parish priests,
Samanvaya Theological College,
Bhopal, joyfully celebrated and
honoured the priests who active-
ly guide and accompany the third-
year brothers during their parish
ministry formation.

The celebration began with a
meaningful prayer service, invok-
ing God’s blessings on all priests,
especially those who dedicate
themselves to parish pastoral
work. Following the prayer, the
college community extended a
warm felicitation to the invited
parish priests, acknowledging
their selfless dedication, guid-
ance, and invaluable role in the
pastoral and spiritual formation
of seminarians.

Each of the priests was honoured,
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greeted, and presented with a to-
ken of appreciation as a gesture
of gratitude from the staff and
students of the college. The spir-
it of fraternity and thanksgiving
continued during the agape meal,
where everyone shared joyful fel-
lowship.

Community Movie Outing

The seminary community enjoyed
a refreshing movie outing on 29t
August. It was a pleasant break
from the regular seminary sched-
ule, giving the seminarians and
formators an opportunity to relax
and spend time together in a joy-
ful atmosphere.

The outing helped strengthen
community bonds and provided a
sense of togetherness and renew-
al. Everyone returned with happy
memories and a renewed sense
of fraternity, making the day both
enjoyable and meaningful.
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Colorful Onam Celebration

Samanvaya Theologlcal CoIIege Joyfully ceIebrated Onam on 5t Sep—
tember with great enthusiasm and cultural spirit. The celebration
brought together students, staff, and formators in a vibrant atmos-
phere filled with traditional songs, dances, and games.

The event began with a prayer and a brief reflection on the values of
unity and joy that Onam symbolizes. The highlight of the day was the
beautiful Pookalam (flower carpet) prepared by the students, showcas-
ing their creativity and teamwork. Traditional Onam songs and cultural
performances added color and cheer to the occasion.

Basketball Match between Sa- A friendly basketball match was
manvaya and SVD Theological held between Samanvaya and

College SVD Theological College on 25th
September. The game took place
in a spirit of sportsmanship and
fraternity, bringing together stu-
dents from both institutions for
an enjoyable and energetic com-
petition.

The friendly match strength-
ened the bond between the two
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institutions and highlighted the
importance of sports in building
unity and healthy relationships
within the seminary community.
Everyone appreciated the event
as a joyful and memorable expe-
rience.

Solemn Rosary Devotion

During the first ten days of Octo-
ber, the Samanvaya community
observed a solemn Rosary devo-
tion in the chapel. Each day, sem-
inarians and formators gathered
in prayer, honoring Our Lady and
seeking her intercession for the
Church and the world.

An Ecumenical Gathering
Commemorating the Council of
Nicaea

Bhopal. The event brought to-
gether representatives from var-
ious Christian denominations and
nearby religious communities to
celebrate the spirit of unity and
shared faith rooted in the Nicene
Creed.

The Chief Guest, Rev. Fr. Cyril
CMI, Provincial, graced the occa-
sion with his inspiring presence.
He delivered the keynote address
and presented an insightful paper
on the theological and histori-
cal significance of the Council of
Nicaea, emphasizing its enduring
role in shaping Christian doc-
trine and fostering unity among
churches.

Representatives from different
traditions also contributed their

An ecumenical gathering com-
memorating the Council of Nica-
ea was held on 13 October 2025
at Samanvaya Theology College,
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perspectives. Fr. Jijin from the Or-
thodox Church presented a paper
highlighting the Nicaean heritage
and its influence on Orthodox
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theology and worship, while Fr.
Maju from the Marthoma Church
discussed the Nicaean perspec-
tive within the Reformed Eastern
tradition, focusing on faith, litur-
gy, and ecclesial identity.

a note of gratitude and a renewed
commitment to uphold the unity
of faith professed in Nicaea, af-
firming the shared Christian mis-
sion of witnessing to Christ in the
world through communion and

The celebration concluded with mutual respect.

Samanvaya Brothers Participate in OVBS Program at
Orthodox Cathedral Church

07 7

On 22 October 2025, the Samanvaya Brothers took part in the OVBS
program at the Orthodox Cathedral Church, Ashoka Nagar, held under
the theme “Be Mindful and Stay Blessed.” The event offered a valuable
opportunity for inter-church interaction, spiritual growth, and appreci-
ation of Orthodox traditions. Through prayers, songs, and reflections,
participants were encouraged to live with awareness of God'’s presence
and blessings. The experience enriched the brothers’ understanding of
Christian unity and diversity. The Samanvaya community expressed
gratitude to the Orthodox Cathedral Church for their warm hospitality
and the meaningful ecumenical encounter.

inary Building and the Central
Library at Samanvaya Theology
College is nearing completion,
located adjacent to the Poornod-
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New Seminary Building and the
Central Library of Samanvaya
Theology College

The construction of the new Sem-
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aya buildings in Bhopal, Madhya
Pradesh. These newly established
facilities will present a revitalized
image for the Samanvaya campus
and are equipped with enhanced
resources to support the holis-

tic formation and well-being of
future students. The inaugura-
tion of both the new Seminary
Building and the Central Library
is scheduled to take place in Jan-
uary 2026.
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HCSR, PARIYARAM I

“The Lord is my shepherd, | shall
not want. He makes me lie down
in green pastures; he leads me be-
side still waters; he restores my
soul. He leads me in right paths
for his name’s sake” (Psalm 23:
1-3). With the green pastures at
the river bank of Chalakudy River
CSR is a destination for many re-
ligious.

CSR has provided the accompa-
niment of the Lord Jesus Christ
to thousands of people seeking
spiritual realization in the Catho-
lic Way over the last more than
forty years of its service. Numer-
ous Catholic religious, both men
and women, irrespective of the
rites, secular clergy, and lay peo-
ple have found spiritual solace
here.

We organise residential retreat
for religious, clergy and lay peo-
ple. We also make this campus
available for those seeking ac-
commodation and other services
to conduct spiritual retreats and
Catholic religious renewal ses-
sions.

CSR is running with solar power
from 2024 onwards to generate

electricity. The main chapel is fur-
nished with teak wooden benches
which made the chapel very cosy.
Thanks to Rev Fr Prior General
and Councillors with whose sup-
port the place is running smooth-
ly.

In January 2025, we provided
the space for Salesian Brothers
to conduct a retreat. There was
a retreat for CMC sisters belong-
ing to the province of Irinjalakuda
conducted by the CSR Team. Also,
there was training for the supe-
riors of Samaritan sisters, con-
ducted by themselves. Then there
were sisters of presentation com-
munity, and St. Anne's Charity
Community, attending retreat
here at CSR in English.

The month of February was busy
with the retreats for Salesian Fa-
thers. There was also aretreat for
Dominican sisters conducted by
themselves.

March was another busy week
with a lenten retreat for reli-
gious conducted by CSR team.
Then there was a retreat for lay
people conducted by a lay Broth-
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er Nandu John and team. Then a
second training for the superiors
of Samaritan sisters, conducted
by themselves was organised. A
retreat for health professionals
organised by the Jesus Youth was
also conducted here at CSR.

In April there was a lenten re-
treat for religious and then there
was a Holy Week retreat for the
lay people conducted by Fr Shaji
Thumpechirayil, which were at-
tended very well. Then there was
an orientation course for the su-
periors CMC sisters of Nirmala
Province, Trissur, conducted by
the CSR team. Then a retreat for
teachers was also conducted at
CSR during the vacation.

May is normally a month dedi-
cated for the final profession of
the CMI scholastics. Our broth-
ers were here from 4 to 20 May.
And then there was a Malayalam
retreat for religious in the month
of May which was attended very
well.

Then there was a retreat for lay
people in the month of June and
another Malayalam retreat for
the religious conducted by the
CSR team. There was a retreat
organised by Jesus Youth Family
Team also in June.

July, August, September, were
busy with superiors’ orientation

courses for the SABS sisters con-
ducted by the CSR team. July
started with the retreat for CMI
Fathers conducted by Fr Dr Pe-
ter Kochalunkal CMI. August was
busy with the orientation course
for the Adoration Sisters. About
500 sisters attended the orienta-
tion program in seven batches.

In September, we conducted a
retreat for religious during the
Onam holidays and there was
also another retreat for religious
conducted by Fr Manuel Vallip-
palam OCD. We organised it and
this was a contemplative retreat,
which was well received by the
priests and religious who attend-
ed it. There was another retreat
for lay people conducted by
Brother Nandu John and team.

Every year one month is dedicat-
ed for jubilarians and this Octo-
ber, a jubilee month, was marked
with aretreat from 10to 15 Octo-
ber for those religious and priests
who celebrated Jubilee this year.
34 sisters of secular Institute
Caritas Christi attended a retreat
for a week under their retreat
preacher.

In November, we had a retreat for
the lay people from 14 to 16 and
for religious there was a retreat
from 21 to 26. There were about
10 sisters attending private re-
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treat here at CSR in November.

Thenwe had aretreat for CMI Fa-
thers, which is conducted every
year as a preparation for the feast
of our Lady of Immaculate Con-
ception from 30 November to 6
December. It was preached by Fr
Tony Kattakayam CSsR.

December was again another
month dedicated for CMI scho-
lastics. Our Deacons were here
from 9 to 20 December attending
retreat in preparation for the or-
dination.

In addition to the retreats, the
daily celebration of the Holy
Eucharist, permanent adoration
to the Blessed Sacrament at San-
nidhi, availability of the sacra-
ment of reconciliation, counsel-
ling services of experienced and
gifted religious, weekly 4 Holy
Masses for the cloistered convent

CONGRATULATIONS

Fr. Jose Poovattil CMI has achieved an

of SD congregation, are the ser-
vices provided at CSR. Our team
also make ourselves available for
confessions and conduct retreats
in Malayalam and English as re-
quested, reaching out to other
places. Also we have a team of lay
people coming to CSR for inter-
cessory prayers on every Monday.
All prayer intentions of the world,
the Church, CMI congregation
and in particular of those who
seek prayer by their petitions
are raised to the Lord between
9.45am and 12.45pm every Mon-
day.

Beautiful cottages for accom-
modation and balanced healthy
meals make this serene, quiet,
green, and well maintained cam-
pus situated beside Chalakudy
river, a much sought after place
for spiritual renewal.

outstanding academic milestone, successfully

earning his Doctorate in Systematic Theology -

(Dogmatic Theology) from Vinzenz Pallotti

University in Germany.

b
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VEDIC GODS TO BRAHMAN TO
AVATHARAS

Vedic Gods to Brahman to
Avatharas
Is Saccidananda the Trinity? 1

BLESSED
HOPE
BLISHING

Author: Prof Dr Cheriyan Menacherry CMI
Publisher: Deepti Publications, Rajkot

The first volume of the book series, Vedic Gods to Brahman to
Avatharas: Is Saccidananda the Trinity? provides an overview of indi-
rect expressions of the experience of the mystery of the Trinity as Sacci-
danandafrom the Vedas through the Upanishads to the Tapaniya Upan-
ishad. The experience of God through nature, the Vedic gods, turned in
the Upanishads to the impersonal absolute Brahman. In the Tapaniya
Upanishads, Saguna Brahman remained not only on the level of Maya,
illusion, but entered human history as personal gods, as avatars such as
Rama Brahman and Krishna Brahman, Whether Rama or Krishna were
real persons in history or whether some prominent persons in history
were deified is beyond the scope of this book.
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e Rev. Fr. Paul Pallipadan CMI
(84), belonging to St. Paul Prov-
ince, Bhopal and a member of
Navchetana Bhopal was called to
eternal reward on June 12, 2025.
The funeral was held on 16 June
2025 at Mata Mariam Church, Pa-
tel Nagar, Bhopal

e Rev. Fr Joy Kochupurackal CMI
(53) belonging to St Paul’s Prov-
ince, Mysore was called to eternal
reward on Wednesday 06 August,
2025The funeral was held on 18
June at St Paul’s Carmel House,
Thandavapura.

e Rev. Fr Joy Kodiyan CMI (53)
belonging to Devamatha Prov-
ince, Thrissur was called to his
eternal reward on 13 August,
2025. The funeral was held at
Carmel Bhavan, Chalakudy on 14
August, 2025

e Rev. Bro Paul Thomas Malieck-
al CMI (88) belonging to St Joseph
Province, Kottayam was called to
his eternal reward on 07 Septem-
ber, 2025. The funeral was held at
St John’s Monastery, Mutholy on
September 9, 2025.

e Rev. Fr. Joseph Kulakkat CMI
(89) belonging to Carmel Prov-
ince, Muvattupuzhawas called for
his eternal reward on 13 Septem-
ber, 2025. The funeral was held at
LF Monastery Church Koduvely
on 14 September, 2025.

e Rev. Fr Panthenus Pookatt CMI
(88) belonging to Mar Thoma
Province, Chanda was called for
his eternal reward on 24 Septem-
ber, 2025. The funeral was held at
Carmel Monastery, Vazhakulam
on 26 September, 2025

e Rev. Fr Raphael Pullokkaran
CMI (83), belonging to Preshitha
Province, Coimbatore was called
for his eternal reward on 25 Sep-
tember, 2025. The funeral was
held at Bharathamatha Ashram,
Palakkad on 27 September, 2025.

e Rev.FrMathew Vattathara CMI
(74) belonging to Sacred Heart
Province, Kochi was called for his
eternal reward on 30 September,
2025. The funeral was held at Sa-
cred Heart Provincial House, Kal-
amassery on 2 October, 2025.

e Rev. Fr Emmanuel Gnavallil
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CMI (80) belonging to St Joseph
Province, Kottayam was called for
his eternal reward on 01 October,
2025. The funeral was held on 03
October,2025 at St John's Mon-
astery, Mutholy.

e Rev. Fr Davis Cassian Chitti-
lappilly CMI (91) belonging to
Devamatha Province, Thrissur
was called for his eternal reward
on 26 October, 2025. The funeral

was held on 27 October, 2025 at
St Teresa’s Monastery, Kottakkal
(Ampazhakad).

e Rev. Fr Francis Muringathupa-
rambil CMI (61) belonging to St
Paul Province, Bhopal, was called
for his eternal reward on 30 Oc-
tober, 2025. The funeral was held
on 01 November, 2025 at Sagar
Bhavan, Thrissur.

FR. JOSE POTTAKARAN CMI
(1939-2025)
Birth :05/04/1939 Profession :16/05/1959
Ordination :17/05/1967 Death :11/05/2025

Rev. Fr. Jose Pottakaran CMI, aged 86, a devoted member of the St. Paul
Province, Bhopal, was called to his eternal reward on May 11, 2025, at
Sagar Bhavan, Mission Quarters Road, Thrissur.

Born on April 5, 1939, to Chummar and Kathareena in Kalady, Fr. Jose
hailed from Elinjipra, Pariyaram in the Diocese of Irinjalakuda. He was
baptized on April 12, 1939, at St. Sebastian's Church, Kanjoor in the
Archdiocese of Ernakulam, and later received the sacrament of Con-
firmation at his home parish in Pariyaram. His spiritual journey began
early, echoing the biblical call of the Prophet Samuel, as he responded
to God's voice during his school days with a simple, heartfelt words.
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After joining St. Berchmans' Aspirants House in Elthuruth and complet-
ing his schooling at St. Aloysius High School, he continued his formation
at St. Pius X Aspirants House, Varandarappilly, and entered the Novi-
tiate at Ampazhakad, where he professed his First Vows on May 16,
1959. His Perpetual Vows followed on May 16, 1962, at Dharmaram
College, Bangalore, where he was ordained a priest on May 17, 1967,
by Mar Sebastian Valloppilly.

Fr. Jose was deeply inspired by the spirituality of St. Kuriakose Elias
Chavara, founder of the CMI Congregation. His first appointment as
secretary to the Venerable Fr. Canisius, then Provincial of the Devama-
tha Province, introduced him to another spiritual guide whose motto
"Only the Will of God, that's all"-became deeply ingrained in Fr. Jose's
heart.

In 1972, after earning a 5.A. in Arts from Karnatak University, Dhar-
wad, Fr. Jose answered a call to mission that would define his life. At the
request of his Provincial, Fr. Clemens Thottungal CMI, the then Exarch
and later the first Bishop of the Diocese of Sagar Fr. Jose embarked on
a missionary journey to Sagar, Madhya Pradesh, a remote and unfamil-
iar land. With the faith of Abraham, he went forth without hesitation
(Genesis 12:1), committing himself wholeheartedly to this challenging
mission.

For decades, Fr. Jose served the Sagar Mission in various roles: secre-
tary to the Exarch, parish priest, chaplain, and most memorably, as host
to visiting guests at the Bishop's House. His gift for hospitality was ex-
ceptional. He treated every guest as Christ, transforming ordinary re-
ceptions into joyful celebrations.

In 1979, he earned a Licentiate in Canon Law from the Pontifical Orien-
tal Institute in Rome. Upon returning to Sagar, he was appointed head
of the diocesan tribunal and chancellor of the diocese. Known for his
integrity and clarity, his words were trusted without question. He lived
the Gospel directive “Let your Yes be Yes, and your No, No” (Mathew
5:37), becoming a model of truthfulness in word and deed.

Fr. Jose held several key leadership roles in the CMI community, includ-
ing Regional Superior of the Sagar Mission, Vicar Provincial of the St.
Paul Province, and Prior of Christ Home Monastery, Guna. Despite the
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heavy responsibilities, he remained a humble servant of God.

In his later years, another unexpected call came, this time to Michi-
gan City located in Indiana, USA, where he served as hospital chaplain
for 17 years. His compassion, punctuality, and unwavering dedication
earned him deep admiration from the sisters who managed the hospi-
tal. They retained him for nearly two decades, acknowledging that he
was irreplaceable in his fidelity and care.

On returning to India, Fr. Jose longed to return to the mission fields of
Madhya Pradesh. But declining health confined him to Sagar Bhavan,
Thrissur. Even as his condition worsened and he became completely
dependent on others, he accepted his suffering as a participation in the
Passion of Christ. He united himself with the crucified Lord, surrender-
ing his spirit with the words: “It is finished” (John 19:30).

His funeral was held on May 15, 2025, beginning with the enshrine-
ment of his mortal remains at the Sagar Bhavan Chapel. The Office of
the Dead was led by Fr. Antony Thattil CMI, followed by a series of sol-
emn rites: The First Part of the Funeral Service was conducted by Rev.
Fr. Cyril Kuttiyanickal CMI, Provincial of St. Paul Province, Bhopal; The
Second Part was officiated by Mar Pauly Kannukadan, Bishop of Irin-
jalakuda, Fr. Jose’s home diocese. The Requiem Holy Mass and Third
Part of the Rites were presided over by Rev. Fr. Josey Thamarassery
CMl, Vicar General, joined by the Provincials: Rev. Fr. Cyril Kuttiyanic
kal, St. Paul Province Bhopal, Rev. Fr. Jose Nandhikkara CMI, Devama-
tha Province Thrissur, and Rev. Fr. Saju Chakkalackal CMI, Preshitha
Province Coimbatore. Fr. John Ollukaran CMI delivered a stirring hom-
ily, weaving Scripture and anecdotes into a powerful tribute.Mar Tony
Neelankavil, Auxiliary Bishop of Thrissur, led the final commendation.
Archbishop Mar Andrews Thazhath arrived at the conclusion to pay his
final respects. The funeral witnessed the presence of many CMI con-
freres from various provinces, priests, religious, laity, and his beloved
family members - all united in love and gratitude for a life that touched
SO many.

As members of the CMI fraternity, it is our sacred duty to remember Fr.
Jose in our prayers and offer suffrages for the departed as prescribed
in the CMI Directory. Let his life continue to guide and inspire us as we
walk forward in our own spiritual and missionary journey.
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FR JUSTIN KOYIPURAM CMI
(1935-2025)

Birth :08/12/1935 Profession : 14/09/1954
Ordination :17/05/1962 Death :07/06/2025

Rev. Fr Justin Koyipuram CMI (89), a member of St John’s Monastery,
Mutholy, belonging to St Joseph Province, Kottayam, was called to his
eternalrest on Saturday, June 7,2025. His mortal remains were brought
to St John’s Monastery, Mutholy, at 9.00 AM on Monday, June 9, 2025,
and the funeral service was held at 2.30 PM in the monastery chapel.

He was born on 08 December 1935 at Mutholy in the diocese of Pala,
made his first vows on 14 September 1954, had his philosophical stud-
ies at JDV, Pune and theological studies at Dharmaram College and was
ordained a priest on 17 May 1962.

Fr Justin, who had a doctorate in Philosophy from Gregorian Universi-
ty, Rome was instrumental in purchasing two houses for the CMI con-
gregation in Rome and consequently in the establishment of the CMI
Procura and the Chavara Institute of Indian and Inter-religious Studies
(CIIIS) in Rome. He served as our Procurator General in Rome in vari-
ous terms (1971-1981; 1999-2002 & 2009-2014) for about 18 years.
Dharmaram was blessed to have his dedicated service as professor of
philosophy (1963-1964; 1969-1971) and as Rector (1981-1984). It was
arecognition of administrative skills that he was elected the Provincial
of St Thomas Province, Kozhikode thrice (1987-1990; 1993-1999),
and as the General Councillor of Finance (2002-2008). He also ren-
dered invaluable contributions as the Rector of Carmel Vidya Bhavan,
Pune (1999-2002), Vicar Provincial of St Thomas Province, Kozhikode
(1990-1993), Director of CSR Pariyaram (2008-2009) and as the pro-
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vincial auditor of St Joseph Province, Kottayam. As the General Coun-
cillor of Finance, he played a significant role in the establishment of our
Prior General’s House at Chavara Hills, Kakkanad.

Despite being in key administrative positions for a long time, Fr Justin
always remained simple, humble, and unassuming and was never hesi-
tant to lend a helping hand to others. As we remember his life and lega-
cy, let us honour his memory by continuing the work he so passionately
led.

REV. FR. PAUL PALLIPADAN CMI
(1941-2025)

Birth :18/02/1941 Profession :16/05/1962
Ordination :17/05/1970 Death :12/06/2025

Rev. Fr. Paul Pallipadan CMI was called to eternal rest in the early hours
of 12 June 2025 at Navchetana, Bhopal.

Fr Paul was born on February 18, 1941 at Snehagiri in Irinjalakuda Dio-
cese to the parents Thomas and Tressia as the youngest of their seven
children. He joined CMI congregation and made his religious profession
on 16*"May 1962. His elder brother Itoop had joined the Jesuit congre-
gation.

Fr Paul was ordained on 17t May 1970 and his first appointment was
at Boys Home, Pavaratty. in 1973 he was sent to Germany for studies
and pastoral works where he stayed till 1978. As it was time to return,
he was personally called by Bishop Clemens Thottungal CMI to work in
the diocese of Sagar. In 1978 he was appointed rector of the scholastics
in Jyoti Bhavan, Sagar, studying in the University of Sagar and the par-
ish priest of Jyoti Bhavan Parish. As a formator he was an inspiration to
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the young religious.

He realized that communication media is necessary and the best me-
dium for the evangelization. During his time Jyoti Bawan was made a
communication centre and the student organization SUNS - Students'
Union for New Society- was started and its magazine Pratibha was
launched. Good number of cassettes and programmes were produced
from this centre. The communication centre and SUNS continued the
activities till 1990.

In 1986 he took sabbatical and went for Art and Culture course at
Shantiniketan Kolkata and course on Film and Television at Pune Film
Institute.

After the Sabbatical in 1987 he was appointed the Priest in Charge of
Begumganj and the chaplain of Benedictine Sisters. From Begumganj
he launched the Tulsipar Mission where he worked tirelessly until 2018.
At the core of activities was his creativity, by which he transformed his
environment and extended this transformation to his human relation-
ships.

Fr. Paul knew that the backbone of rural economy is agriculture. He
experimented with many novel ideas in agriculture, which attracted
the rural folk. They benefited from his experiments, which gained rec-
ognition from the MP state government. His initiatives in sustainable
farming, reforestation and eco-conscious practices were not just social
projects, but were expressions of his belief that caring for earth is a sa-
cred work. He championed the cause of the rural poor through creative
efforts like informal education centres and small scale self-help groups
that helped restore dignity and hope to countless lives.

For many years he worked as the director of Pontifical Mission, Holy
Childhood and Mass Media department of Sagar Diocese. In 2018 af-
ter his retirement from active mission work, he joined the Navchetana
community where he continued till the end of his life on 12, June 2025.
At Navchetana he inspired the community for new projects in the me-
dia works, including the grand initiative Maseeha - a video series on
the life of Christ. In his final days Fr Paul faced suffering with the same
grace that defined his life.

His funeral was held on 16 June at Mata Mariam Church, Poornodaya,
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Bhopal. His Grace Sebastian Durairaj, Archbishop, Bhopal was the main
celebrant along with Fr Josey Thamarassery CMI, Vicar General and Fr
Cyril Kuttiyanikkal CMI, Provinvcial, St Paul Province, Bhopal. The bur-
ial of Fr. Paul Palippadan at Yesu Ashram was presided over by Fr. Cyril
Kuttiyanikkal, the Provincial.

Let us offer this noble soul to the mercy of God and pray that perpetual
light shine upon his face and the Almighty Grant him eternal life.

REV. FR. JOY KOCHUPURACKAL CMI
(1971-2025)

Birth :30/12/1971 Profession :19/03/1994
Ordination :27/12/2003 Death :06/11/2025

Rev. Fr. Joy Kochupurackal CMI (53), of the CMI St. Paul's Province,
Mysuru, was called to eternal rest on August 6, 2025, in Pampakolpa,
Arequipa, Peru. He was found deceased in the morning due to a mas-
sive cardiac arrest.

Born on December 30, 1971, Fr. Joy hailed from St. Antony's Church,
Balal, in the Archdiocese of Thalassery. He was the son of Abraham and
Mary Kochupurackal. After completing his high school studies at Bal-
al, he began his initial seminary formation at the St Mary's Aspirants'
House Koppa, Kushalnagar. His novitiate and juniorate were at Blessed
Chavara Novitiate House, Thandavapura and made his first profession
in 1994. He completed his Philosophical and Theological studies at
Dharmaram College, Bangalore. He was ordained a priest on December
27, 2003, at St. Antony's Church, Balal, by Mar George Valiyamattam,
the Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Thalassery.

His early ministry included pastoral and administrative roles at St.
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Paul's Carmel House, Thandavapura (2004-2005) and Siddhi Vihara
(2005-2006). These experiences prepared him for his long and zealous
missionary commitment in Argentina (2006-2017), where he served
with remarkable zeal, building communities, and sharing the Gospel
with compassion.

Upon his return to India, Fr. Joy was appointed Superior of St. Mary's
Carmel House, Koppa (2018-20). He then pursued a Licentiate in Spirit-
uality and Counselling at DVK (2020-22), which enriched his pastoral
sensitivity. In 2023, he volunteered for the Peru Mission, embracing the
call with wholehearted dedication.

Fr. Joy Kochupurackal's life was a radiant embodiment of the mission-
ary spirit of the CMI Congregation. Whether serving at his Province or
in distant missions in Latin America, he lived the Gospel through: Hu-
mility in leadership and service, Simplicity in lifestyle and relationships,
Selfless dedication to the poor and marginalized, Spiritual depth root-
ed in prayer and study. A joyful presence that uplifted communities His
sudden departure is a great loss to the St. Paul's Province, Mysuru, the
CMI Congregation, and all who were touched by his ministry.

The funeral of Rev. Fr. Joy Kochupurackal CMI was held on August 18,
2025. The first part of the funeral service took place at Pampakolpa,
Arequipa, Peru on 6 August and was led by Rev. Fr. Lucas Vallikattuku-
zhy CMI, Councillor (Peru Sub Region). His mortal remains reached
Mysore on 17 August and the second part of the rites was officiated by
Rev. Fr. Augustine Paimpallil, Provincial, on August 17 at Carmel Bha-
van, Mysuru.

On the morning of August 18, Fr. Joy's mortal remains were shifted to
St. Paul's Carmel House, Thandavapura, for the Requiem Mass. The
mass was presided over by Bishop Thomas Vazhapilly, Bishop Emeritus
of Mysuru Diocese, along with Rev. Fr. Josey Thamarassery CMI, Vicar
General, and Rev. Fr. Biju Vadakel CMI, General Councillor. A heartfelt
homily was delivered by Fr. Joby Kunnath CMI. Rev. Fr. Josey Thamar-
assery CMI, Vicar General, led the final rites of the funeral. Following
the service, his mortal remains were laid to rest in the crypt of St. Paul's
Carmel House, Thandavapura. May his soul rest in eternal peace. We
kindly ask you to offer suffrages for the departed soul in accordance
with the directives, D 58 (b) and D 60.
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REV. BRO PAUL THOMAS MALIECKAL CMI
(1937-2025)

Birth :21/03/1937 Profession :16/05/1960
Death :07/09/2025

Rev. Bro Paul Thomas Malieckal CMI (88), a member of St John's Mon-
astery, Mutholy, belonging to St Joseph Province, Kottayam was called
to his eternal reward on Sunday, September 7, 2025. His mortal re-
mains were brought to St John's Monastery, Mutholy at 08.30 AM on
Tuesday, 09 September 2025. The funeral service was held at 02.00
PM, followed by the concluding funeral rites at the Monastery Chapel.

He was bornon 21 March 1937 at Kanjiramattom in the diocese of Pala,
made his first vows on 16 May 1960 and the final profession on 16 May
1966. Immediately after his first vows, from 1960 to 1963 he served at
Dharmaram College, Bengaluru, taking care of the mess department. In
these early years, he demonstrated a practical generosity and reliabili-
ty, ensuring that the daily needs of the community were met with order
and care. From 1963 to 1965, he was in charge of reception and chapel
at the Prior General’s House, Ernakulam. For long eighteen years, from
1965 to 1983, he rendered invaluable service as the monotype ma-
chine operator at the Deepika Press, Kottayam. From 1983 to 1993, he
served as the manager of the Deepika Book House, Kottayam and from
1993 to 2018, as the manager of the Deepika Book House, Kattappana.

He combined in him, practical acumen with a compassionate spirit and
discharged faithfully and efficiently the duties entrusted to him with
meticulous planning, commitment and dedication. His life was marked
by quiet perseverance, a spirit of service that never sought the spot-
light, and a deep, abiding devotion that sustained him through all chal-
lenges.
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As we remember him, we give thanks for a vocation well lived: a Carmel-
ite religious brother who believed that ordinary tasks, performed with
love and fidelity, become extraordinary offerings to God and neighbour.

REV. FR. PANTHENUS POOKATT CMI
(1939-2025)

Birth :02/02/1939 Profession :16/05/1959
Ordination :17/05/1967 Death :24/09/2025

Rev. Fr. Panthenus Pookatt CMI, a devoted and exemplary member of
the CMI Mar Thoma Province, was called to his eternal reward on the
24t of September 2025 at Samaritan Hospital, Pazhangand.

Born on the 2 February 1939 at Vazhakulam, in the Diocese of Kotha-
mangalam, he was the eldest son of the late Elikkutty and Kuriakose of
the Pookatt-Nambiaparampil family. After completing his schooling at
Vazhakulam, he discerned his vocation to religious life and joined the
CMI Congregation.

He began his aspirancy at St. Antony's Monastery, Aluva, and complet-
ed his second year at St. Joseph's Monastery, Koonammavu. He then
proceeded to Christ the King Monastery, Karukutty, where he under-
took his novitiate and made his First Profession on 16 May 1959. He
pursued his philosophical and theological studies at Dharmaram Col-
lege, Bengaluru, and completed his regency at the Sacred Heart Pro-
vincial House, Kalamassery. During his first year of theology in 1965,
he volunteered for missionary service in the newly established Chanda
Region. He was ordained a priest on 17 May 1967.

Following the post ordination course, he began his ministry in Chan-
dain 1968. His first assignment was at Prabhu Sadan, Tarsa, where he
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worked closely with its founder, Fr. Hermenegild. After a six-month ten-
ure, he proceeded to Sangamner (Jesuit Mission), Ahmednagar District,
to pursue studies in the Marathi language. In 1970, he was appointed
Assistant Priest at St. Anthony's Church, Wardha, with a special man-
date to minister to the Catholic community at the Central Ammunition
Depot (Military Camp), Pulgaon. While catering to the needs of the ex-
isting community attached to the Garrison Church, he looked for a suit-
able plot of land and identified one at Kaotha (Zhopdi). The present St.
Mary's ICSE School and the Marian Shrine are on the sprawling plots of
land which he had purchased half a century ago. From 1980 to 1984, he
served in the Brahmapuri Mission, where he nurtured local Christian
communities and provided dedicated care to the school and boarding
house. From 1984 to 1986, he pursued his Master of Theology at JDV,
Pune, while also serving as Spiritual Director at Carmel Vidya Bhavan,
the major study house of the Congregation.

Upon completing his studies, he returned to Wardha and became
Spiritual Father at the Darsana Institute of Philosophy in its inaugural
year. From 1987 to 1990, he served as Rector of Aspirants at Tukum,
Chandrapur. He was then elected Councillor for Finance and Agricul-
ture of the Mar Thoma Province, a responsibility he held for two con-
secutive terms (1990-1996). From 1996 to 1999, Fr. Panthenus served
as Superior of Tarsa Ashram and parish priest, organizing housing pro-
jects in nearby villages and establishing a girls' boarding at Tarsa. He
later returned to Tarsa as Prior of the community (2005-2008). Fr. Pan-
thenus served as Provincial from 1999 to 2002, launching new initia-
tives in Nagpur, and later as Novice Master at Anudhavana, Mancherial
(2002-2005). In his later years, he was Spiritual Father at Samanvaya,
Bhopal (2008-2011) and at Darsana, Wardha (2011-2017).

Known for his ardent and disciplined prayer life along with love of man-
ual work, he found joy and solace in gardening and farming. His love for
gardening, his hands-on missionary work, and his spiritual leadership
all reflects his harmonious blend of contemplation and action. His love
for mother earth contributed to his good health. After his service at
Darsana in 2017, he was assigned to Carmel Ashram, Gadchiroli. From
2017 to 2025, while residing in Gadchiroli, he took a deep and active
interest in the spiritual well-being of priests and religious sisters in the
region. He regularly organized monthly gatherings, recollections, and
Eucharistic adorations, serving as their spiritual mentor and confessor
with dedication and pastoral care.

122 CcARMELASANDESAM | DECEMBER 2025



After a long and fruitful religious, priestly, and missionary life, the Lord
called him to eternal rest on 24 September 2025 at Samaritan Hospi-
tal, Pazhangand. On the 26 September 2025, his mortal remains were
brought to Tera Nur, Aluva. Rev. Fr. Thomas Chathamparampil, Prior
General of the CMI Congregation paid homage and led the Office for
the Dead.

The first part of the funeral ceremony began at 11:30 a.m,, led by Rev.
Fr. Paul Valiaparampil CMI, Provincial of the Mar Thoma Province,
Chanda. The mortal remains were carried to Carmel Monastery Chap-
el, Vazhakulam, his native place. The second part of the funeral ceremo-
ny and Requiem Mass was led by Bishop Ephrem Nariculam of Chan-
da. A befitting homily, highlighting the noble qualities of Fr. Panthenus
Pookatt, was delivered by Rev. Fr. Varghese Puthuparampil CMI. The
final part of the funeral rites was conducted by Monsignor Joseph
Thachaparampath CMI, Bishop-elect of Adilabad Diocese. The funeral
was attended by, among others, a large number of priests from Chan-
da, religious sisters and brothers, parishioners, and relatives of Fr. Pan-
thenus from Vazhakulam.

Let us thank the Lord for the countless blessings bestowed upon the
CMI Congregation, the Chanda Province, the Mission Diocese, and the
People of God through the simple, noble, and exemplary life of Rev. Fr.
Panthenus Pookatt CMI. May the Risen Lord grant him everlasting joy
and peace. Let us also pray for him by offering suffrages for the depart-
ed, as directed in Article 58 of the CMI Directory.
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FR EMMANUEL GNAVALLIL CMI

(1945-2025)
Birth :29/09/1945 Profession :16/05/1965
Ordination :18/12/1975 Death :01/10/2025

Rev. Fr Emmanuvel Gnavallil CMI (80), a member of CMI Provincial
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House, Kottayam, belonging to St Joseph Province, Kottayam and a
zealous missionary of San Mateo Sub-region, Peru, was called to eter-
nal reward on Wednesday, 01 October 2025. His mortal remains were
brought to St John's Monastery, Mutholy at 09.00 AM on Friday, 03 Oc-
tober 2025. The funeral service was held at 02.00 PM, followed by the
concluding funeral rites at the monastery chapel.

He was born on 29 September 1945 at Karoor in the diocese of Pala,
made his first vows on 16 May 1965 and after the completion of his
philosophical and theological studies at Dharmaram College was or-
dained a priest on 18 December 1975.

Fr Emmanuel, a simple, humble, unassuming, ever smiling and joyful re-
ligious priest spent a major part of his life in Peru Mission as a zealous
and passionate pastor. He excelled himself as an efficient pastor cum
missionary and was able to win the love and admiration of people and
confreres. He loved to be at the Peru Mission and served the mission for
long 34 years. He was always ready to take up any duty entrusted to him
and did it with utmost care, dedication and commitment. He had served
as Asst. Director, Dharmaram Dairy Farm (1976-1977), Asst. boarding
rector, St. Aloysius Boarding, Mannanam (1978-79), Asst. boarding rec-
tor, St Vincent Boarding, Pala (1979-1980), Boarding rector, St Vincent
Boarding, Pala (1980-1984), Prior, St Pius X Monastery, Amanakara
(1984-1987), Prior, St. John's Monastery, Mutholy (1987-'90) before
moving to the Peru mission in 1990. In Peru, he held many responsible
pastoral roles such as Asst Parish Priest, Parroquia San Benito (1990-
1994), Asst Parish Priest, Parroquia Santisima Trinidad, Tingo (1994-
2000), Parish Priest, Parroquia Santisima Trinidad, Tingo (2000-2003),
Parish Priest, Parroquia San Luis Maria de Montfort, Nana (2003-2006)
and as Parish Priest of Parroquia San Benito, Las Flores from 2006.

Fr Emmanuel returns to the Heavenly Father’s house leaving behind a
lasting legacy of service, kindness, compassion and love which will live
onin the hearts of all who were touched by his ever loving, inspiring and
empowering presence and dedicated service.
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CMI Major Superiors with Major Archhishop Mar Raphel Thattil
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May every moment of this year sparkle with
happiness and success.
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