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Editorial

Reflections on the Constitutions and Lenten Renewal

Thecurrent issue, March 2019, of Carmelasandesam, visits
you during the sacred season of Lent, a time for renewal and
repentance. It takesusto the core of our faith, themysteriesinthelife
of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Saviour, around which our faithis
rooted. Thisissue a so presentsto usthe thoughts and reflections of
our memberswho participated in the Plenary Assembly 2019 and the
inputs of theinvited thought |eaders and speakers, in summary form.
Another great context of this issue is the revisit to our Sacred
Constitutions, in thelight of ensuing Constitution Retreat, which we
areplanning to havethisyear, acrossour Provinces. In other words,
we are looking back in order to leap forward! Theyester yearsand
therootsfrom which our congregation sprouted and flourished inthe
last two centuriesimpel and compel usto gain strength and courageto
springforward. Itistorespondtothecall of theLordintoday’scontext
and to be prepared in anti cipation for the unknown but hopeful future.
To help us in the process of revisit and renewal, some documents
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from the past are reproduced to hel p us have apilgrimageto the past
andtoilluminatethe memory lane.

We areliving surrounded by ageneration whichistryingto
pull down and shapereligiouslifeinto anew mould of their ownliking
or even dishandit, and to which afew from among usare contributing
through own frustrations and failures. The mediacircus around the
recent scandals within the church and the residues or the layers of
criticismsand the bared underbelly of agreat ingtitution onwhichthe
enemiesof thechurch danced inamurderousfrenzy or danse macabre,
aredtill inour mind. It callsfor usto removeany doubt in the mind of
the people about religiouslife, andif at al we are wearing any mask,
toremoveit. Religiouslifehasitsown elan, vigour and verve, challenges
and witnessing value. The market caricatures of it are not its real
face. Its many facets are often hidden and submerged. For the real
faceof itwehavetolook at Christ, the saintswholivediit, especially
thefounderswho envisioned it for our context, and get into the shoes
of all whotriedtowrapitintheform of our Constitution. That will
provideuswiththeins ghts, confidence and opennessto further perfect
itand makeit livablein our context.

Wishingyou all the blessingsof Easter,

Fr Sebastian Thekkedathu CMI
General Councilor for Education and Media

*_
w
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5 Message

From Prior General

Dear Rev. Fathers and Brothers

“Chrigtianity isnot acollection of truthsto be believed, of
rulesto befollowed, or of prohibitions. Seenthat way Christianity
putsusoff. Chrigtianity isaperson who loved meimmensely, who
demandsand asksfor my love. Chridianity isChrigt.” (Oscar Romero)

Pope Francis, in the opening ceremony of World Youth Day
in Panama, stated, “ Wherever we may beand whatever wemay do,
we can awayslook up and say, Lord, teach metoloveasyou have
loved us’. Hewanted the entire gathering to repeat with him the
same prayer, Lord, teach me to love asyou have loved us’. We
have been called to religiouslife with the same mission to love,
perfectae caritatis (Vatican I1). That isthefinal questionto Peter,
“Doyoulovememorethanthese?’ (John 21:15). Everything even
the so called holy —gift of tongues, prophecy, prayer or liturgy, the
contribution to the poor becomesanother lifelessritua whenitiscut
off fromlove(1 Corinthians 13:1-3) That iswhat our bel oved founder
taught us” Aboveall, learntheart of loving Jesus Christ.” (L etter
1870) Jesusisvery clear inhiscategorica utterance, “ By thisall men
will know that youaremy disciples, if you havelovefor oneanother”.
(John 13:35)

Pollutionisaredity today not only intheexterna environment
but aso of thereligiouscircles. Thosewho sow the seedsof divison
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and exclusoninthecommunity assaf-proclaimed agents of religion
and worship are polluting the ambience within thereligion today.
Such peoplearereferred towhenit says, “ They polluted the name
of their God.” (Ezek. 36:20) They foster atendency to excludethose
who are not ‘ like us” and such fanatic groupsin religion are the
tragedy of the present times. Seeing such tendencies within the
Church, Pope Francis advocated a culture of encounter and he
reiterated encountering one another does not mean having to look
alike, or think the sameway or do the samethings, listening to the
samemusic or wearing the samefootball jersey. Itisevident inthe
conversation of Jesuswith the apostles, John said, “ Teacher, we
saw someonedriving out demonsinyour nameand wetold himto
stop, because he was not one of us.” Jesus said, “Do not stop
him,” Jesussaid. " For no onewho doesamiraclein my namecanin
the next moment say anything bad about me, for whoever isnot
againgt usisfor us. (Mark 9:38-40) For Pope Francis, the culture of
encounter isacall inviting usto dareto keep aliveashared dream—
adream that hasaplacefor everyone, adream named Jesus, sown
by the Father in the confidencethat it would grow and livein every
heart. A dream running through our veins, thrilling our heartsand
making them dancewhenever we hear the command: “that youlove
one another; even as | have loved you, that you also love one
another.” (John 13:34) Itisthe same command even from our beloved
founder St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara, “First of all, be charitableto
each other.” (Testament of aloving father). “However numerousthe
monasteriesbe, al must belikethe membersof onefamily, children
born to, nursed and brought up by the same mother. Never let this
loveweaken, but let it grow stronger fromday today.” (L etter, August
1870).

Weareaprivileged community calledtolivethe Dream: the
Dream named Jesus. Such dreamers move from scarcity to
abundancethrough sharing and they experiencethejoy of contentment
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and for them, God alone matters. Philip said, “Lord, show usthe
Father, and that’senough for us.” (John 14:8) “Whoever has God
lacks nothing; God alone suffices’ (Teresaof Avila). Andfor St.
Thereseof Lisieux, “Everythingisagrace, everythingisthedirect
effect of our father’slove- difficulties, contradictions, humiliations,
all the soul’smiseries, her burdens, her needs - everything, because
through them, shelearnshumility, reglizesher weakness. Everything
isagrace becauseeverythingisGod sgift. Whatever bethe character
of lifeor itsunexpected events- to the heart that loves, al iswell.”
After encountering Jesusand taking in hisarms, Simeon states, “ now
let medepart.” (Luke2:29).) Heisnot looking for anything elseor
heisnot asking or wanting for something more. God isenough for
him. In God hefindstheultimatemeaning of hislife. Citingtheexample
of Simeon, Pope Francis saysthat thisisthevision of consecrated
life, aprophetic visonto keep theL ord before our eyesand between
our hands, and not to serve anything else. Heisour life, heisour
hope and heisour future. Consecrated life hasapowerful message
that God ispresent in theworld; God isenough, and therest passes
away. For them life becomes acontinuous praise from the heart
despiteal thechalenges. Wefind suchamode in ProphetessAnna.
Shewasawoman of great age, who had lived for many yearsasa
widow but wasnot gloomy, nostalgic or withdrawninto herself. On
the contrary, she arises; she praises God and speaksonly of him.
“Shenever |eft thetempl e but worshiped night and day, fasting and
praying. Coming up tothem at that very moment, shegavethanks
to God and spoke about the child to all who werelooking forward
to theredemption of Jerusalem.” (Luke 2:37-38)

When our scholagticsin Rishikeshvist HinduAshrams, they
used to confront the question to share their God experience. For a
Christian God experienceisloveexperience. "Beloved, let uslove
oneanother, for loveisfrom God, and whoever loveshasbeen born
of God and knowsGod. Anyonewho doesnot |ove doesnot know
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God, because Godislove.” (1John 4:7-8) “If welove one another,
God abidesinusand hisloveisperfectedinus.” (1John4:12) CMI
family isreally convinced of theredlity of loveand our constitution
beginswith such an assertion, God, in Hisloving providence has
cdled us, Carmdlitesof Mary Immaculate, to acommunity of lovein
the Church (C1). Consecrated lifeisabout new life of love- living
encounter withthe Lord in hispeopleand avision of what weneed
toembracein order to experiencejoy: Jesus. Itisacal to thefaithful
obedienceof daily lifeand to the unexpected surprisesfromthe Spirit.

CMI family isinthe process of rediscovering ourselvesin
the present times and our Constitution Retreat is a God given
opportunity. Pope Francisstates, “Weareall called to atwofold
obedience: tothelaw —inthe sense of what givesorder to our lives
and to the Spirit who doesnew thingsin our lives. Eventhe greatest
charisms, if lacking an ordered life, cannot bear fruit. On the other
hand, even the best rulesare not sufficient without the freshness of
the Spirit; the law and the Spirit go together. God is always
encountered in concretethings: daily prayer, Holy Mass, Confession,
real charity, thedaily word of God, closeness, especialy to those
most in need spiritually or physically. concrete things such as
obedienceto one' ssuperior and to theruleinthe consecratedlife. If
we put thislaw into practicewith love—withlove! - thenthe Spirit
will comeand bring God'ssurprise, justinthetempleand at Cana.”

L et usbe acommunity that goesforth with fresh energy,
gifted by theHoly Spirit, that makes ushappier, moreavailable and
better witnessesto the Gospel. While we continue the legacy of
darsanaveedu wearecalledtodream bigand realizethe dream of
theLord. What isimportant isto fulfill thedream of the Lord like
Mother Mary and St. Joseph. Theangel challenged Mother Mary to
bear thedream of the Lord in her womb and giveit lifeand makeit
takeflesh. Our beloved mother responded, fiat and theword became
flesh. St. Joseph did the same and travelled around as afaithful
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protector to Mother Mary and Jesus. St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara,
our bel oved founder, found fulfillment of hisdream by doing God's
will alwaysand everywhere. What isour shared dream? TheLord
wants CMIsto announcethe Gospel to al nationsand proclamation
of the gospel isthe best gift we can offer to theworld. Of courseit
hasitsown risk intermsof rejection, persecution and insult from
within and outside. “Blessed are you when people insult you,
persecuteyou and falsely say al kindsof evil against you because of
me.” (Matthew 5:11) The power of the Upper Roomwill strengthen
themissionary to tide over the passing troubles. Asthereisnoroom
for ‘1" in prayer and the word, I, is missing in the Our Father, a
missionary isnot called for alonely exodus but asacommunity and
witnessng community itself becomesour misson. By thiscommunion
of lovetheworldwill know that we areHisdisciplesand inturn our
collectivemissionary lifewill bear fruitsthat |ast and make authentic
disciplesof Jesusto continue Hislegacy of LOVE.

e o

e
w
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Circular28
Ref: PG/136/2019 06 march 2019

PRIOR GENERAL’S CIRCULAR
CMI GENERAL PLENARY ASSEMBLY 2019

Dear Reverend Fathersand Brothers,

CMI Genera Plenary Assembly (GPA) 2019 was held at
Jerusalem Retreat Centre, Thalore, during Christmas — Epiphany
Seasons (4-8 January 2019), sharing thejoy of the birth of the Lord
and hismanifestation through His baptism and public ministry. The
CMI family prepared well for the GPA in aspirit of prayer, reflection
and serious homework based on critical study among the members
and viewsfrom outside. The General Plenary Assembly hasbeen a
historic gathering to set thetonefor theforthcoming General Synaxis
2020 inthe context of the 150th death anniversary of Saint Kuriakose
Elias Chavara, which will fall during 2020-2021, and the 200th
anniversary of thefoundation of the CMI Congregationin 2031.

The GPA had set “Listen, Discern and Go Forth” asitsguiding
theme. Eminent resource personslike Hon' ble Justice K urian Joseph,
Rev. Fr. Jose Mariadas OI C, Rev. Fr. ThomasMalipurath SVD, Rev.
Fr.M.K. George, SJand Rev. Dr. Valson Thampu gavecritical insights
into our lifeand mission and to evolvefuture vision and orientations.
The assembly spent considerabletimeinlisteningto thevoiceof the
community made possi ble by the feedback from the members of the
congregation through the CMI Survey 2018. The General Plenary
Assembly evolved adraft vision and orientationsfor theforthcoming
Genera Synaxis, whichwill betheinput material for the Lineamenta
preparation for GS 2020. CMI Constitution Retreat, Study of the
Lineamentaand creative cel ebration of the Mission Year along with
other spiritual preparationsand studieswill makethe GS2020 agrace
filled event.

Thefruit of theengagement of the General Plenary Assembly
—thereport and the Final Statements are being sent along with this
circular.
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Pope Francis told the membersin the youth assembly: “Do not let
yourselves be tempted by the prophets of doom; do not spend your
energy on keeping score of failures and holding on to reproaches.
Keep your gaze fixed on the good that often makes no sound; it is
neither atopic for blogs, nor front page news.” We shall make the
right discernment between the demands of the world and those of the
Gogspel. Let ustake our direction from the judgment of St. Paul: “But
because of Chrigt, | have cometo consider al these advantagesthat |
had as disadvantages.” Werecall alwaysthat asupremecriterionis
the one given by Our Lord: “We need to be more creative and more
prophetic asacongregation. Let uslisten, discernand go forth.

May the Spirit of renewal that guided the General Plenary Assembly
goforthtoall our communities! May the constant intercession of our
Mother of Carmel and ever abiding inspiration of our Founder confirm
uson our way of regenerating our charism!

Fraternally yoursin Our Lord,

Fr. Paul Achandy CMI

Prior General

CMI GENERAL PLENARY ASSEMBLY 2019

4-8 January 2019, Jerusalem Retreat Centre, Thalore
Report and Final Statements

CMI General Plenary Assembly (GPA) 2019 was held at
Jerusalem Retreat Centre, Thalore, during 4-8 January 2019. Of the
elghty-two officid delegatesfrom theentire CM1 Congregetion, eighty-
onemembers attended the entire Plenary Assembly. GPA 2019 had
itsfocus on reviewing the realization of the resolutions and action
plansof Genera Synaxis XXXVl (2014) and to deliberate about the
forthcoming Genera Synaxis XXX V11 (2020).

GPA 2019 began with aEucharistic cel ebration presided over
by Rev. Fr. Paul Achandy, Prior General, and the members of the
Genera Council team. During thehomily, Fr. Prior Generd invited all
the members to see the unique significance of the GPA 2019 as it
would set thetone of two major forthcoming programmes such asthe
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150th death anniversary of Saint Kuriakose Elias Chavara, whichwill

fall during 2020-2021, and the 200th anniversary of thefoundation of

the CMI Congregationin 2031. Asthe General Synaxis2020will bea
springboard to launch awave of renewal inthe Congregation, spanning
two generd terms, Fr. Prior Genera invited themembersto play their
roleswell by involving inthe deliberations of the GPA asbest asthey
can, relying on the Divine Providence as well as the power of

intercession of our Immaculate Mother of Carmel and al our founding
fathersand heavenly CMIs, and very specialy Saint Kuriakose Elias
Chavara

Thereflectionsand deliberations at GPA werefacilitated by
input sessions by eminent resource personslike Justice Kurian Joseph,
retired Justice of Supreme Court, Fr. Jose Mariadas, Provincia Superior
of OIC Navagjyoti Province, Fr. Thomas Malipurath SV D, Rector of
DivineWord Seminary, Pune, Fr. M.K. George, Provincia Superior of
KeralaJesuit Province, Dr. Vason Thampu, former Principal of St
Stephen’s College, Delhi and Mr. Romid and Mr. Agarwal, auditors.
Rev. Fr Jose Kuriedath, the Provincial of S.H. Province, Kochi
presented the amendments madeto the CMI constitutions during the
last Generd Synaxisregarding the panel formation and election of the
Prior General. A Write Up on the ‘ Procedure for the El ection of the
Prior General’ wascirculated and discussion washeld.

The GPA had set “Listen, Discern and Go Forth” asitsguiding
theme. Theassembly spent considerabletimeinlistening tothevoice
of the community made possible by the feedback from the members
of the congregation through the CMI Survey 2018.

Based on the survey, Rev. Fr. Sqju Chackalackal listed out
the possible vision statements and orientations around which there
was ageneral agreement during acore group meeting last evening.
After aquick brainstorminginthegeneral assembly, anear-unanimity
emerged around the following proposals as vision statement and
orientationsfor the next General Synaxisin 2020:
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Proposed Vision Statement and Orientations for CMI
GENERAL SYNAXIS XXXVII1 (2020)

Vision Statement: “ Renewed CMIsbeyond Borders’ OR “Renewed
CMIstothePeripheries’ (to befinalized by the Lineamentacommittee)
Orientations
1. Interiority for Faith Experience and Community Witnessafter Saint

Chavara
2. Pursuing Excellencefor Enlightening Empowerment
3. Compassionate Lovefor the Poor and the Marginalized
4. HolisticAccompanying of Children, Youth, and Families
5. Missonwithan Inclusiveand Universal Vision
6. Fostering Justice, Peace, and Progress
7. Serving and Conserving Our * Common Home'
8. Promoting Digital Mediaand Networked World for Missio Dei

After the twin exercises of listening and discerning, the assembly
formulated following statements setting the tone of our discourseand
course of action for the days ahead.

Final Statements

1. Our first fatherswere priests of high spiritual and social standing,
who embraced the state of religious life in order to be more fully
committed tothe L ord and the people. Living our committed lifeinthe
community, therefore, should remain a treasured patrimony to be
cherished and fostered. As we wholeheartedly embrace new
opportunitiesof Missio Del to the aready evangelized aswell asad
gentes, our community bond and contempl ativedimensionin spiritual
lifeshould remain our chief sourcesof strength.
2. The CMI Survey 2018 showsthat awide mgjority of our members
cherish our community lifeasour great strength. We need to beaware,
however, that worldly values of individual before society, luxurious
living, power-for-profit, etc. grow in strength al around us. This
becomes, then, our duty to steadfastly protect our communitarian
charism and be on our guard against temptations of divisivethinking
andindividuaism.
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3. The Church and the soci ety acknowledge and esteem the extent of
our presencein Indiaand acrossthe globe and the pioneering rolesthe
generations of our members have played in diverse fields. We are
expected to play lead rolesin addressing the newly evolving challenges
too. Thisbehoovesusto enhanceour spiritud, intellectua and pastoral
competence and become effective missionaries of the Good News of
theLord.

4. Our programmes and emphasesin formation, starting fromitsinitial
stagesand continuing to stages beyond ordination, should reflect our
quest for excellence and competence. It is incumbent upon the
congregationtotakespecid initiativesto kegp our memberstheologicaly
and pastorally updated.

5. Proactive steps may be taken to inculcate in our youngsters an
aptitude for seriousintellectual pursuit and cultivating reading and
writing skills. Thisshall be an orientation that remains constant all
throughout right from the earliest stage of our formation.

6. Our trueroleinthefield of education, socia apostolate, etc. istobe
animators, which requires clarity in vision, excellencein skills and
generosity in commitment. It isanimation that shall giveamissionary
character to our ministry of teaching, administration, management, etc.
7. Our high profileintheministry of education givesusauniqueprivilege
aswell asan obligationto envisonauniquely distinct CMI contribution
andredlizeit through our widely networked ingtitutions.

8. Intherecent years, the apostol ate of formation has assumed greater
focus. Thereare, however, areasto be addressed to, liketraining more
of our young membersto be competent formators, especialy for the
early stagesof formation.

9. Novitiatesare expected to be nurserieswhere young candidates pick
up an aptitudefor therigorsand contempl ative dimension of religious
life. Too many activitiesinthenovitiatescan work againgt theenvisaged
god sat the stage of formation and shall, therefore, be avoided.

10. A close accompaniment of theyoung candidatesby their formators
has cometo be seen asforemost positivefactor in effectiveformation.
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Hence we need to create an environment that favours this through
sepslike preparing formatorswith theright aptitudeand skills, avoiding
burdening them with too many responshbilities, etc.

11. Intheface of therapid changesin our society serioudy affectingthe
vaue-systemsand life-orientationsof theyounger generation, vocation
promotion has become avery challenging ministry. Therefore, this
ministry shall begiven greater focusto help our community identify and
groomtheyoung candidateswith right motivation.

12. We acknowledge Samanvaya's unique role in forming our
youngstersin missionary and contextual orientation. The problem of
studentsin Samanvayanot being awarded adegreein theology may be
addressed urgently.

13. Inview of thedifficultieswefacein training our nativeAfrican
scholasticsinIndia, it issuggested that we consider starting aseminary
for philosophica formationinAfricafor our students. However, efforts
shdll be continued to overcomethehurdlesin bringing thenative-African
students for formation in Dharmaram as this will help their better
integrationwith our congregation and creating amoreglobd attitude of
our community.

14. Ongoing formationisan areathat callsfor specia attention. Right
mechanism may be created for the updating of our membersin matters
of theology, teachings of the Church, emerging pastoral challenges
and skills, etc.

15. In view of growing number of our members opting to servein
territorieslike North East India, and countries abroad, wherewe are
venturing into for thefirst time, opening amission secretariat at the
generd level may beconsidered. Such asecretariat shal ameat providing
inputsto thenew missionariesregarding theculture, language, civil rules,
etc. of themissionterritories. Equipping PoornodayaMission Training
Centre and DVK for this purpose may also remain options for this
purpose.

16. DVK may be asked to open a department of missiology in
collaboration with Samanvayain order to giveamisson orientation to
our new generation.
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17. We cherish our Syro-Malabar heritage and being itstorchbearers
has been acharism of our congregation. Our charism a so reflectsthe
uniqueroleof leadership our saintly founder Kuriakose Chavaraplayed
asan agent of unity and collaboration among the various Ritesand
Churches.

18. Weacknowledgethat our congregation with itsinherent advantages
has an undeniabl e responsibility towardsthe care of migrantsfrom
NorthIndialivinginKeralainlargenumbers.

19. Our recent initiativesin global mission have cometo bewidely
applauded. Asour focuson global mission growsfurther, weshal aim
at enriching the Church with auniquely CMI-style of mission. The
pastoral humility and availability of our membersand evangelizing
through our community witness, etc. havethe potentia to becomethe
lead characteristics of our mission.

20. Latin America and Africa have opened before us very fertile
pasturesfor an evangelizing mission. Our ventures so far have met
with success. This encourages us to invest more of our resources,
both personnel and others, in new territories of the continents that
beckon us.

21. Our foraysinto theterritories across the globe al so present new
challenges before uslike conscientizing our missionariesabout issues
like abuse of the minorsand women, vi ctimization of missionariesby
vested interests, disintegration of family structures, etc. We need to
devise programmes and mechanisms at the central level to address
them and equip our membersto face them.

22. Over-ingtitutionalization invariably resultsin charism taking a
backseat. We need to strike ahealthy balance between starting new
ingtitutions and safeguarding our religious charism.

23. Inter-provincid initiativesin missionshavereceived awidereception
inour congregeation. Weneed to find new waysof taking thismomentum
forward.

24. Whiletaking financial loansmay beunavoidablein someinstances
for the healthy growth of our institutions, it isworrying to seethat a
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‘loan-culture’ hascometo grip our congregation. Unlessarrested with
timely measures, it can devalue our witnessing potentials.

25. Internal auditingisagood safeguard our congregation hasdevised
to monitor our financial transparency and accountability. In order to
makeit moreeffective, stepslikeropingin professionasinthefield
may be considered.

26. Our socid apostol ate requiresaparadigm shift, wherewe need to
movefroma’ charitableactivitiesmodd’ to* empowering the powerless
mode.

27. Similarly, our ministry of education deservesaparadigm shift from
‘education for information’ to ‘education for formation and
transformation.’

28.Weshdl beon our guard against thetemptation of favouringincome-
generating ministries and promote more of our membersto embrace
theministry for the peopleinthe peripheries.

29. Qur initiative of spending 10% of our incomeexclusively for socid
apostol ate has become an accepted practice. It istimenow to build up
further on thisand render our congregation acompassionate face.
30. Thereisageneral perception that our educational institutionsare
elitist and exclusively serving therich. Keeping in mind that the poor
werethe privileged recipientsof our Lord’smessage, we need to grow
insocial sengtivity and makeour livesand ingtitutionshospitableto the
poor and lessprivileged.

31. As ministers of the Lord beyond the borders, CMIs have the
privileged obligation to bring the message of peace and harmony to
our country asit facesan unprecedented ond aught from fundamentalist
and communal forces.

32. Inview of our high profile presenceinthefield of education, there
isageneral expectation and we have the necessary potential to come
up with an education-model attuned to Indian culture and challenges
of intolerance and materialism, etc.

33. Responding to the signs of the times and heeding to the call of
Pope Francis, we should consider serving and conserving the earth as
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aGod-willed ministry. Our campuseswith our ingtitutionsshall become
trend-setting paradigmsin thisarea.

34. Our membershave, by and large, received the concept of spiritua
auditing positively. Hence this may be pursued further to help our
membersand communitiesgrow inreligiousand spiritual discipline
and further enhancethe spiritual charism of the congregation.

35. Apostolate of therenewal of thefamiliesisacharismthat hasbeen
bequeathed to usby our saintly founder. Henceit becomesafoundationa
obligationfor usto bedivetothemanifold crisesafflicting our families,
liked coholism, drug addiction, materialism, desertion of Catholicfaith,
abuse of women and children, etc. and formul ate responses.

36. Truthful to the Chavara-legacy of family apostol ate, emancipation
of younger generation through education and spiritual and moral
regeneration through the apostol ate of communication media, wehave
to creatively and innovatively addressthe problems our youth face,
likemohile addiction, pornography, use of drugs, disenchantment with
thefamily and traditions, disillus onment with the Church, etc.

37. It isdesirable to think of coming up with a new publication of
dightly modified version of CMISSION to reach out to thefamiliesin
tunewith Chavaracharism of family apostol ate.

38. Wewill dowell to evolve new dynamicsin the conducting of our
electionsto the officesin our Congregation. It isbeing recommended
that we spend at |east aday in silence and prayer before el ecting the
new office bearers for our Congregation in the next general and
provincia synaxes.

39. We need to augment our presencein the e ectronic and print media
to reach the Lord’s message to a wider audience effectively. It is
desirable, inthiscontext, to consider preparing afew membersto play
theroleof PRO for the Congregation.

Fr. George Kulangara CMI Fr.Tomy Kattampilly CMI
Secretaries, GPA 2019
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Session I: Keynote Address by Justice Kurian Joseph

In hiskeynote address, Justice Kurian Joseph said that in the
context of the heterogeneous nature of the Churchin Keralaandin
India, CMIsshould be prepared to go out from the comfort zonesto
comfort others. A religious should not be satisfied with livingin history,
but he should be creating history. St. Chavarawas ableto see God as
hisFather aswell asFather ofall and so hefelt obliged to devoteal
hisenergiesto liberate peoplefrom poverty and inequality of davery,
lack of space and discrimination to women, etc.

St. Chavara considered education only as a tool for
tranformation and it wasnot meant only for imparting information. Now
educetion hasbecomeahub toimpart mereinformation where students
are made competent to compete with. The education should beaimed
at making good family men, socia workers, responsibleleadersetc.

The document of the General Plenary Assembly istitled as
Listen, Discernand Go forthinto thefuture. Helooked at thisstatement
based on the Gospel values found in the preamble of the Indian
Condtitution: Justice, Liberty, Equality and Fraternity.

The CMIsneed to go out and build up community not only for
religiousharmony but for building up ajust society.

Helisted the duties of apastor asfollowing:
¢ Bringpeopleto Christ

¢ Bring them back to Christ

¢ Sustainthemin Christ

¢ Take Christtothem

Thepurposeof evangdlizationisnot to makedevoteesof Christ
but to makethem disciplesof Christ. Theroleof ardligiousistotake
Christ out and hel p othersto meet Christ. Social work, work through
NGOs, educational ministry, etc. should becomethe public face of
thelived charism.

Then heturned the attention of the audienceto the problems
faced by the families in Kerala. The parents are not very much
concerned about how their children grow and what they become, but
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how much they would earnin future! Because of thisderailed focus,
many children get addicted to liquor and drugs. Thereare many other
bad habits as accompanimentsto these addictions.

We haveaprophetic role but they should not be reactive but
proactive. We should propagate only what we practice.

St. Chavarawas committed to theleast, lost and last. Sothe
least, thelost and thelast should alwayshave aspacein our heart and
misson.

MAKE PEOPLE DISCIPLES OF JESUS
[This is a write up based on the opening address given by Justice
Kurian Joseph on 4 January. This is prepared by Fr. Jacob
Peenickaparambil CMI]

“Becoming a disciple of Jesusis a difficult task whereas
becoming adevoteeiseasy. Our cdl asreligiousisto becomedisciples
and make peopledisciplesof Jesus’, said Shri. Kurian Joseph, retired
justice of Supreme Court of Indiawhile addressing agathering of the
members of the Congregation of Carmelites of Mary Immaculate
(CMI) on January 4, 2018. Becoming a disciple of Jesus requires
purifying the heart and practising the values of Jesus, he added. What
many retreat centres are doing now is making people devotees and
many devotees need not become disciples, he observed. He even
referred to hisexperienceat aretreat centre. When theretreat preacher
declared that he had avision that people got healing, many participants
of theretreat cameforward and testified the healing they experienced
like relief from headache, backache etc. Then a bishop who was a
participant of theretreat cameforward and said, “1 had avision that
ten personssitting here areready to givefinancia support to ten poor
women for their marriage.” Unfortunately nobody cameforward to
say, “1 am oneamong them”.

Justice K urian Joseph apped ed to the CM I sto ask themsdlves,
“If St. Kuriakose Chavarawere alivetoday what hewould do?” St.
Chavarawasaperson who lived in the history, but he created history.
Weall livein history, but we are called by God to create history. The
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Charism of &. Chavaraisafoundation. Any foundationismeant for
building asuper sructureonit. Generd Plenary Assembly isanoccasion
to revisit, reflect and radicalize the charism of the founder for the
future. The CMIs are called to build on the foundation laid by St.
Chavaraby liberating peoplefrom slavery, poverty and inequality,
particularly with regard to women. This demands “going out the
comfort zonesto give comfort to the people’.

We are called to take Christ to the people. How dowedo it?
Itisto bedone primarily by living the values of Jesus authentically.
Article 25 of the Indian Constitution givesevery citizen of Indiathe
right to profess, practice and propagate the faith of one's choice.
Without practicing thefaith propagation of faith becomes sham. People
should beableto meet Jesusin us. Our ingtitutionsare the public face
of our lived charism. Areour ingtitutionsimparting theval ues of Justice,
Equality, Freedom and Brotherhood? “In order to take Christ tothe
people we have to become prophets’, said Justice Kurian Joseph.
Prophet isaperson who hastheinner strength to question and correct
others. He isthe one who knows the way, goes the way and shows
theway. “ Thethree requirementsto becomeaprophet are knowledge,
conviction and rectitude”, Justice Kurian added.

JusticeKurianin histalk mentioned some priority areaswhere
the CMIshaveto focusin the process of making peopl e disciples of
Jesus. According to Justice Kurian, for St. Chavaraeducationwasa
tool for forming the studentsfor socia transformation. Today educeation
has become mainly ameans for imparting knowledge to make the
studentscompetent to competewith others. Making money hasbecome
thetop priority of many who are educated. “ Arewereally forming the
studentsto becomeresponsiblefamily members, responsiblecitizens
and responsibleleaders?’ asked Justice Kurian Joseph.

Another focus area of the CMI Congregation should be
promoting the val uesof the Indian Constitution which are nothing but
the Gospel values: Justice, Liberty, Equality and Fraternity. Justice
Kurian Joseph warned that in the present context of India serious
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attemptsare being madeto convert Indiainto aHindu Rashtrabased
on Hindutva. He said that Hindutvaisentirely different fromHinduism
whichisinclusveand embracingall. Onthe contrary Hindutvaisan
exclusive political agendawhich doesnot allow anyoneto comeinor
go out of the Hindutvafold.

Against thisbackdrop building inter-religiousharmony isan
important task for all Christians. “ Elements of truth and element of
lightarefoundinall rdigions’, Said Justice Kurian. “ Arewe prepared
to build and strengthen an inter-religious society”, he asked. In the
context of Indiawe are called to build communities based on values
enshrined inthe preambl e of the Indian Congtitution. They areindeed,
the Gospdl values.

Another focus area of the CMIs should be reforming the
families, especidly Christianfamilies. A culture of liquor isdamaging
thefamilies. A clarion call for ustoday isto work against the culture of
liquor and drugs. They are seriousblocksin building asociety based
onthekingdom vaues. Thefamiliesarelosing thegospel vaues. The
parents are mainly concerned about the achievements of their sons
and daughters. They want their children to make money and not earn
money. When making money becomesthe goal, meansfor making
money are compromised, but earning money requiresadopting means
that aremorally and ethically right.

| reflected over the views shared by Justice Kurian Josephin
the context of Indiaand the mission of CMI Congregation. Any
organization to be relevant has to respond creatively to the
chdlenges. Oneof thegreatest challengefacing Indiatoday isHidutuva,
afascist, exclusive, divisiveideology that isdiametrically opposed to
theKingdom valuesaswell asthe valuesenshrined in the preamble of
Indian constitution. More and more Hindus are being persuaded to
joinor support the Hindutvaideol ogy. Thegloba scenarioisnot entirely
different from the Indian situation. Right wing political partiesthat
support exclusiveideol ogiesare gaining momentum in various parts of
theworld, particularly in Europe.
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Against this backdrop building inclusive and harmonious
communities based on the Kingdom values should be the focus of
the mission of our congregation. The thousands of students
studying in our schools, especialy the Hindu students are being
brainwashed through the social media by the Hindutva forces. We
who runsthe schoolshave agreat responsibility toinculcatein these
sudentsthe Kingdom va ues. When people practicethe Kingdom va ues
asresult of our effortswe are making them disciples of Jesus. Hence
thefocusof our evangelization whether itisin Indiaor abroad should
be building communities based on the values of Jesus. The Catholic
communitiesareto be empowered to becomerolemodelsinliving the
valuesof the Jesus.

[After giving the Opening Address to the Plenary Assembly
on 4 January, Justice Kurian Joseph sent to Fr. Prior General on
6 January, a WhatsApp voice message in Malayalam, which he
termed a Spirit-inspired message he strongly felt within. Thisisa
translation of his message.]

For thelast two days, during my prayer, | havefelt strongly
moved by the Spirit to tell you three points. So | thought, | will share
them with you as a WhatsA pp voi ce message. | hope and wish that
youwill findit useful inyour discussions.

Father, dl my pointsarerelated to an event that findsmention
inall thefour Gospels, namely, the event of the multiplication of the
bread. | would liketo sharewith youtwoideasonthis: First, it wasfor
the sheep without ashepherd that Jesusfelt compassion. Thismeans
that the Biblical concept of compassion concernsthe shepherdless,
uncared for sheep. But most of our ministriescater to sheepthat already
have shepherds. Our call isto go to the margins where we can find
the shepherdless sheep. ‘ Shepherdless sheep’ means the most
unfortunate and the most hopeless (gathiyariyathathavarum,
gatiyillathathavarum). Our ministries, however, aredirected to people,
who arerather well off bothintermsof means of accessto resources
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and accessto resources. We should know that thewill of our Lord for
usisto moveto the peripheries and to servethe peoplethere.

Secondly, it was the left over bread that the disciples were
asked to collect. The Lord had not told them to keep what was
necessary for them and then distribute the rest among the people.
During the Year of Mercy, | had suggested to the members of a
particular congregationtotry clearing all their accountsand start the
year living depending exclusively on God' sprovidence. Our resources
wereoriginally entrusted to usby the L ord for distribution among the
hungry. We are entitled to store only what remains after having
distributed among the needy. If we are sincere, we cannot make a
claim that our accumul ated resources arefrom thel eft over collected.
Solet ustry asking our houses, provincesand the whol e congregation
itself tobeginanew liturgical year or afinancia year with nothingin
our bank accounts, and try living in total dependenceonthelLord's
providence. Let thisbean experiment inliving in God' sprovidence.
Saint Chavara did not bother to ensure an assured capital. He
lived from trusting in the providence aone. But we have secure
depositsbothin our bank accountsand in our hands. L et usdispose of
those depositsand livefrom God' sprovidence. Only then we can say
that our resources arewhat hasremained of the Lord’sgrant after we
have passed on to the needy fromit.

In fact, according to the directives from the Income Tax
department, we are not supposed to transfer our profits from our
enterprisesto thefollowing year beyond a prescribed percentage. |
know from my own experience, however, that we skillfully manage
our accountsto createwealth. Actually thereisno difference between
thelaw of theland and the mind of the Gospdl. It istimeto ventureon
amovement or arevolution of living from providenceaone. That will
be away of our imbibing the spirit of the Gospels. Isit not such a
revolution that the L ord expectsfrom ustoday?

Thirdly, peopletoday nolonger see our actsof charity asacts
of compassion. They only seethem as gestures of sympathy. People
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only think that we share atiny bit of what we have, and not that we
arepassing on to them what the Lord isgiving usin his providence.
Ideally we should be only instrumentsin the Lord’ s handsdutifully
passing on the needy what he gives. But thetruth isthat our acts of
charity today lack credibility.

| remember, we used to organi ze stylish meetingsin stylish
settings as part of Save a Family scheme. Late Frs. Kandathil and
Mampilly used totell methat the poor peoplewho would cometo such
places and receive meager amounts of money ashelp from uswould
go back with a contemptuous impression about us or outrightly
cursing us. None of them returned home thanking the Lord for
hel ping them through Save aFamily. Thesinglemost reasonfor thisis
that we lack credibility. To be credible, there should be harmony
between what welive and what we preach. It would be nothing but
cheap-rated spirituality to understand charity assharing abit from our
abundance.

Soour call today, | think, istoreturnto the Biblical model of
compassion, where we need to understand ourselves as mere
instrumentsin the Lord’ s hands, passing on to peoplewhat the Lord
generoudly bestowson us. What we share with the peopleisnot what
we own. In fact, we own nothing. We have with us only what the
Lord hasgiven usgratuitoudy.

Dear Reverend Father Generd, | would likeyouto sharethese
pointswith our Fathersin the Plenary Assembly. Infact, the Lord had
taken away my sleep for thelast two nights persistently questioning
mewhy | did not share these pointswith you.

Session I1: Input on Religious Life, Formation and Religious
Administration by
Fr. Jose Mariadas OIC

Fr. Mariadastook off saying that the strengthsand weaknesses
of the CMI community are very well articulated in the preparatory
document of the plenary. What isholding usback to realize our goal s?
He said that he was speaking from the background of celebrating the
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centenary of thereunion of theMa ankaracommunity. The contribution
of the CMI in the reunion and later in grooming the Malankara
community was unique and he expressed hisgratitude for the same.
The OICs are looking to the CMI congregation for |eadership and
ingpiration.

Listing out the problems, hesaid that itisafact that wefail a
lot to act according to the needsto thetime. The problemisthat we
havethe skill and we know how to do aparticular thing; however we
arelacking thevirtue of what to do today.
Thehindrancesarethefollowing:

1. We have excellent coherent arguments which are not true: We
havealot of arguments, which may bevery convincing but not true.
Truth iscoherent but everything coherent isnot true. He narrated the
exampleof starting educational institutionsfor financially supporting
the formation program; but it would invariably turn out that after
investing and re-investing inthe physical infrastructure devel opment
of the school, no fund would be availablefor the original purpose of
supporting the formation expenses! Instead of formulating coherent
arguments, what isrequired, therefore, isto focuson theideals. To
realize that goal, one must do a lot of sacrifices and reorder
many of our current priorities.

2. We have a lot of pretension: Thereisatendency to get addicted to
pretentions. It doesn’t mean that everythingisbad. Thereisareuctance
to accept thefailuresamong the members. For example, whenever we
facecriticismfromoutside, thefirst tendency islikely to condemn them
asarising out of jealousy at our success, and, whenthecriticismisfrom
within, they would be set asi de asnothing more than s mple nui sances.
Thiskind of pretension leadsto the undoing of our mission.

3. We make a lot of compromises: Pretention leadsto compromising.
For example, in order to solve the problem of lack of prayer in the
community, we started prayer houses, however itisnot asolution to
thereal problem. We are not addressing thereal problem but finding
compromises. There is no wholehearted commitment but only a

26 | i March 2019; No. 241




| &:06MPIMEMBYd. |

halfhearted commitment. There needsto be an introspection about
whether our commitment isto the service of the Church and the people.
4. We mix up things: Wetarget successat the expense of faithfulness.
Weturn out to be efficient but we fail to be effective. Thereligious
should be able to accept loss with dignity. They should be able to
accept failure; however, peoplefrom the secular field may not be able
to accept it.

Reminding the assembly that the unique standing the CMI
had in the society wasbecause of theleadershipit provided, heexhorted
the congregation to re-taketheleadership role. He suggested following
olutions
Leadership is expected from CMls especially in the field of:

1. Leadership in solving the Problems Faced by the Youngsters:
There has been so far areluctance from the CMI congregation to
acknowledgetheissueand to start some movementsto addressthem.
2.Brand out and spread out: In order to survive and remain
in robust hedlth, the congregation should bedaring to go out and leap
into the challenges of thetime.

3. The need of giving Leadership in the field of Media: It is the
mediathat play the most influenceininfluencing and molding peopl€e’s
imagination and thoughtstoday. Unfortunately, CMIsarenowherea
lead-player ininthefield.

4. Spiritual leadership is expected from CMIs: The real spiritual
leadership consistsin being connected to thered lives of peopleand
accompanying them astrue pastorsin their varied problemsand crises
infamiliesand society.

5. Intellectual Resources are to be properly made useful for the
general public: The CMI has produced a surprising number of
intellectual giantsand they generally remain underperforming, having
chosento confinethemsdlvesto their ingtitutions.

6. The success should not be the only purpose: The criterion to
judge ourselves should not be our success, but our faithfulnessto our
charismandtheLord’scall.
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Presentation of Reports from Group Discussion |
1. Our mission as individuals, communities and institutions should
be unique enough to be "“insubstitutionable.” Do you share the
general perception that we have become like any other agency in
the society today? If not, what is our uniqueness today?
* All the members of the congregation need to be sensitized on the
urgency of Globa mission.
* Give advance preparation to thosewho go for global missioninthe
areas of language, liturgy, culture and tradition of the place where
they go.
» What ismoreimportant isour willingnessto take up any hardshipsin
themission.
* Our congregation isnow passing through acrucial time, for weare
receivinginvitationsfrom numeroushbishopsfrom globa mission context.
* Let usbeawarethat to whichever missonwego, weareserving the
universal Church; hencetheissueof Rite need not beahurdle.
* Let usremember that St. Chavara has bequeathed to usthetradition
of serving both Latin and Syrian Church.
2. Chavara's education legacy is ‘education as a tool for
transformation of persons and communities." Is our education
ministry today really transformative, rather than merely doling
out information?
* We should admit that we are almost oversaturated with institutions
inthe Keralacontext.
Hencewe should beready for investing el sewherein thegloba misson.
» We can also think of getting the service of talented, committed and
faithful Christian laity in running our institutions, thusto reduce our
personnel assigned toinstitutions so that we can turn our attentionto
ministriesof theword and work of evangelization.
* Inthismatter we can think of activating and encouraging the concept
of ACMI.
 We should beready to open our ingtitutional facility to others.
» Resource sharing between institutions should be enhanced.
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*We should reconsider some of the provisions regarding financia
administration of canonical houses so that the central authority can
effectively intervene.

3. If we do not lead, we are destined to perish. How should we
form our next generation today so that we can look with hope
towards the future?

* Our seminary formation, especially Dharmaram formation.

At Dharmaram, we are equipped to rise above all sorts of cultural,
parochia or communal considerations. A very universd, al embracing
formation isimparted to appreciate other viewpoints, cultures, religions
and mentalities. Thisisdonenot only through classesbut al so through
different inter-cultural, inter-religious and inter- seminary events.
Such aformationimparted at Dharmaram, Darsanaand Samanvaya,
etc. enable us to be open to take up work in any area of needs, in
keeping with the original ideal of doing all that meets the eye —
kannilkandananmakal

* Inwe coming visitorsand offering them hospitaity wehaveaglorious
tradition, which weare carrying forward faithfully. We make surethat
our guestsarewell taken care of .

* Wehaveavery nobletradition of giving asmuch carefor our elderly
and sick members.

* Our educational institutions receive a high rating from assessing
agenciesaswell asthegenera public.

» We are acclaimed by people as efficient /excellent managers and
adminigtrators.

* Fromthelevel of being administrators and managerswe can easily
grow to be good educationistsif we can truly imbibe and personlize
theideals, zeal and thedisciplineof Saint Chavaraand putinalittle
more hard work with greater focus and passion.

* Practical experience showsthat our membersaretalentedingiving
speeches and retreats and conducting animation programmes. |f the
community canidentify and encourage such talents, our Congregation
will be ableto give unique contributionsto the Church and society.
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 Theamount of freedom we haveisvery unique.

4. It is easy to foster a spirituality of devotion and piety among
people. It is lot more difficult to make people pure. How can we
be more pastorally effective today?

* Devotion and piety may lead aperson and familiesto transformation.
Prayer, Biblestudy, family visit, follow up, etc. may make peoplepure.
For example, owner of Josco Jwellery who comesto Jerusalem Retreat
Centre every Sunday spends one-hour daily for Bible reading and
persona prayer. His social awareness from personal and prayer
ingpired himto donate crores of Rupeestoflood relief fundsand other
socia projects.

* Devotion to Blessed Mother and annual processionin Brazil help
hundredsthousands of peoplefor spiritual renewal and family reunion.
5. The right way to evaluate the efficacy of our life is to ask NOT
how much comfortable it makes us feel about ourselves, BUT
how much comfort it renders to our stakeholders. In this
perspective, where do we really stand today?

* Our stakeholders should have the freedom to approach us and we
should be availablefor them to have persona and spiritual guidance.
Our institutions also should be open to the people near and far for
spiritua and socid enrichments. Chrigmasceebrationinour inditutions,
Ayalkoottangal, etc. arethe meansto provide comfortable ambience
tothepublic.

6. Chavara not only lived in history, but made history. How can
we make our life more radical so that we can leave a better impact
on the society?

* Vision and mission of Chavara should berevisited today. Family
apogtol ate, frontier ministry, education ministry, etc. should beradically
and prophetically extended to the peoplewhom we serve according to
the needs of thetime.

7. St. Chavara’s charism was to liberate the least, lost and the
last. In the present time, do they find a suitable place in our
mission?
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*Weareabletolive &t. Chavara'scharismin and through our various
apostolates in the present times. The latest example is the Kerala
flood relief works, especially through sharing our resources.

* Charism for standing with the least, lost and last can be an issue
when it comesto our educational ministry. It isafact that changes
cannot be brought about overnight. We need to have policy level
consensus and then community level consensus and support to
implement provisonsfor theleest, lost and last in educationd indtitutions.
* We need more positive and creative discussions.

» Positive and attitudinal change from the part of the people like
principalsetc. can bring about alot of positiveresult.

* Rather than taking recourseto congtitutional or legal limitations, the
concerned peoplein educations should show generosity and willingly
share our resourceswith the people.

* Going beyond 5% or 10%, we should be ableto create an atmosphere
where anyonewho isinterested to study isgiven an opportunity in our
inditutions.

Suggestions

* It seemsthat among the plenary membersthere are less members
from educational field, thereforeit isimportant to conscientizethem
with these concernsin the respective meetings.

* Likespiritual audit, somesort of auditing at educationingtitutionsare
needed to share the liberative charism of St. Chavara by the major
superiors.

* [twould beidedl if thereismode dataavailablefor education auditing
inour ingtitutions,

* Itisgood to have abetter word for spiritual auditing.

8. Are we able to live our prophetic call in a proactive manner,
which can bring solutions, rather than a reactive manner, which
will complicate the situation?

* All agreethat we should devel op and live aproactive prophetic call:
It isawaystherein our Ashram ministry, frontier ministry, digital
ministry etc.
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» Some may catch up withit well. It depends very much on personal
charism. Some may not be very much successful.

» We must motivate and promote more and more memberswho have
thereal personal charism.

* At school levelswemay beabletoidentity and trainteachersto take
up proactive apostol ateslike family apostol ate.

» We should train oursel vesto be more proactive and not reactive to
offer solutionsfor varioussituations.

Suggestions

eIt is good that General Plenary Assembly issue statements to
motivate and inspire members on how to be more proactivein the
present times.

» How to re-orientate our life and mission so that people not merely
see Christinour ingtitutionsbut meet Christ in our Institutions.

» We need to re-orientate our life and mission through our witness.

* By having good rel ationship with parentsin the context of education
inditutions.

9. What are your suggestions for effectively introducing Spiritual
Auditing in our Congregation?

* Even though therewasres stanceinitidly regarding spiritua auditing,
it hasapositiveimpact in the congregation. Therefore, monitoring and
follow up of spiritual exercisesonceayear isnecessary.

* Aformat for thespiritua auditing wasgiven by oneof the Provincials
to the members, which wasfound to bevery effective.

* A good format for the spiritual auditing shall be prepared according
to the stages of formation and a separate one for the fathers at the
General level. It will beareminder for the membersin the midst of
their active apostol ate.

* Provincia in collaboration with theloca superior hasto animatethe
membersto beregular in spiritua practices.

* Organize one or two common annua retreats for the members
in the province to participate.

» Zonal gathering should be used as aplatform for confessions and
evaluationsof spiritual practices.
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* It isalso good to communicate the positive resol utions taken and
their implementation by the membersto the major superiors.

* Alongwith spiritual auditing, it isalso necessary to emphasizeonthe
self-responsibility of themembersregarding spiritud life

» Some members are of the opinion that Quality is more important
than the quantity of the spiritual exercises.

10. How can we re-orientate our life and mission so that people
do not merely SEE Christ in our institutions, but MEET Christin
them?

*Weshd| endeavor to create socid sengitivity inour sudentsby helping
them become aware of theinequality existing in our society.

* Students shall be taken to actua fields to provide them with
direct experience of economicimbalancesand social injustices.
 We can impart such values better through contact and rel ationship
with students.

» Theexemplary lifeof the principalsand staff isvery important inthis
regard. Our membersshall berolemodel sin establishingand maintaining
good relationship with staff and the parent community. Homevisits
done properly can help alot. Our members serving inthe schoolsare
professiondly trained. They must al so be equi pped with good practices
and policiesexecuted in other ingtitutions of our congregation.

* Our members should avoid administrative arrogance and be gentle
and humane even towards the least important employee in our
inditutions.

» They must definitely take a few classes daily to maintain good
rel ationship with studentsand should not remain asmereadministrators.
* CMIsneedtoplay an activeroleinthefield of media.

» Our members must betrained and equipped to take up thisministry.
11. Are we sensitive enough to the problems like addiction to drugs
and alcohol that afflict our families today? How should we see
our call today?

* Develop ateamin the provincein collaboration with expertsin the
society to giveleadershipin creating awareness of negativeimpacts
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of addictions among the studentsin our own institutionsaswell as
educationd ingtitutions of others.

* Appoint counsellorsin the schoolsand give personal counselling.

* Network the counselling centres of CMIsin different provincesto
evolve asystem to give leadership to the Keralasociety in dealing
withtheaddictions.

* Frequent transfers of thefathersaffect the bonding with the students
therefore, identify the studentsthrough teachers and peer groupsand
giveguidance and counselling to the affected students

* Give awareness and guidance to the parents of our educational
indtitutions.

12. Do our communities and institutions foster strengthening
the bond between people of different religions, ideologies etc.?
* Avoid creating prejudices about other religions, promote common
celebrations of other religions, reach out to the followers of others
religionsduring their festivals, open our ingtitutionsand makeavailable
our facilitiesfor the eldersand gathering of inter-religiousgroupsin
thelocality.

* Strengthen the bond between followersof other reigionsby organizing
people of good will and participating in resident associations of the
local area.

* The attitude of self-sufficiency and the power of our institutions
have distanced peoplewhowereinitialy with us. Therefore, we need
to practice theideaof extended communitiesthat wasdiscussedin
different General Synaxes.

* Inthe context of strong charismatic prayer groupsin Kerala, itis
good to havetheological clarity regarding our relationship with the
followersof other religions. DVK cantaketheinitiativefor it.

» Makeuse of our educational institutionsto foster relationship with
other religionsand to exhibit and promote constitutional values.

13. Many Religious congregations look up to the CMls to show
them the way. How can we recapture a leadership role today?

* Liveanauthenticreligiouslifewitnessingto our faithin Jesusand l et
othersseeour lifeand learn.

34 | i March 2019; No. 241




| &:06MPIMEMBYd. |

* Our thrust in global missionisan areaof leadership that wegiveto
others.

» We need to giveinnovativeleadership like DREAM S organized by
FrLijoPathickal,

*We need to change the present image of CMIs as corporate
agents by taking up leadershiprolesinour traditional ministrieslike
retreat preaching, print media, etc. and also should go beyond them
according to the need of thetime.

* ChavaraCultura Centrein Ernakulam and other cultural centresof
the provinces of Kerala can take leadership in some areas of the
problemsthat affect the society of Kerala.

14. What are the practical proposals to train our members in
meditation and contemplation prayer?

* Teach to appreciate silence from aspirancy onwards. Wemay reduce
emphasis on reciting orally and give importance to silence. Train
properly during the novitiate, especially in Carmelite methods,
Chavara mediation methods and train to steadily practiceany one
method. Help may be sought from expertsin Carmelite spirituality —
follow it upfrom novitiateand carryingit ontolater stagesof formation.
Foster the habits of reading and writing down reflections. Thereisa
need of training even the young novice masters.

* Trend of getting up and going out after prayer at the beginning of
mediation should be stopped. Seniors spending timein mediation can
bearea motivation and therefore youngsters may betakento places
like Kakkadampoil, where strict silence and mediation are practiced.
Ambienceisalsoimportant. Create awareness about the benefits of
meditation.

15. Are we ready to make a decision on a “gadgets-free time
during our community prayers and meetings (including common
recreation)?

* All agreedtothis. However during recreetion, restricted use of gadgets
may be allowed. But definitely not during sharing time at the end of
therecreation.
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16. How can we motivate our educators to be closely involved in
the initial formation of our candidates?

* Formation isnot an enterprise of therector alone. Provincial must
seethat educatorsare asoinvolved inthe process. Their involvement
must be solicited for sessions and classes. Formation is thus a
collaborative process. Educators may be trained to this effect. As
educators are dealing with same age group members, their helpwill
be valuable. They shall give feedback to the rectors regarding our
aspirantsin the schools.

* Short-term formation coursefor educatorsisto be promoted.

17. Today we face problems like indifference of the members,
which is affecting involvement in the community and ministry.

» Membersareready to perform but not effective. Sothereisaneed
totrain our membersinleadership qualities.

* Integral leadership isto be promoted for the next generation.

* Skill devel opment needsto be promoted based on the aptitude of the
members in the areas like family counseling, agriculture, nature
protection and so on.

» Rather than focusing on success, they should betrained to befaithful
intheminigry.

» Thereisanead to encourage persond visonwithfuture-oriented minigtry.
» Makethem read biographiesof great |eaders.

» Our members are to be trained to use social media positively to
promote Gospel va ues.

18. Have we been able to make our presence felt in the family
ministry, frontier ministry, youth ministry, spiritual animation,
intellectual involvement, etc.? What is it that keeps us back today
from taking plunge to new frontiers?

* Family counselling isthe necessity of thetime; so our membersare
to betrained for the same.

» We do have accessto familiesthrough the students of our schools.
* Frontier ministry isacharism, which can becarried out by members
having apassionfor it.

36 | i March 2019; No. 241




| &:06MPIMEMBYd. |

* During formation period exposureisto begiveninthisarea, which
can benurtured | ater on.
* Weneed to takeinitiativein youth ministry by training our members
for the same.
* Encourage and promote minigtries, like JesusYouth.
Session 111: Input on Evangelization and Pastoral Ministry by
Fr. Thomas Malipurath SVD

Fr. Mdipurath started with anAfrican story. Peopleinavillage
werevery happy because everything was going fine. But they were
also sad about the phenomenon of death. They sent delegations to
God for asolution to the problem of death. God granted them what
they requested. God took away death from the world. To celebrate
this, they triedtokill acow for afestal meal but the cow would not die.
They thentried tokill somesmall animalsbut they too would not die.
They tried with somebirds, yet therewas no success. Hethenrelated
thisstory with the prayer, * Give methe courage to change the things
that | can, the patienceto accept the thingsthat | cannot change and
thewisdom to know thedifference.’

He claimed to present his paper as an outsider making
observation on the document of the General Synaxis 37. The
identified context is relevant since it was the context of the
canonization of two Carmelites (St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara and
Euphrasia). It is to be considered as an opportune time, “kairos”
moment of the congregation for introspection and updating.

The four thrusts of the synaxis 37 were presented and he
made areflection on the same. Hereiterated the significance of the
community inthelifeand mission of themembersasreligiousbecause
community-witnessing has always been at the heart of Christian
mission. Team-work and networking arecrucialy significant intoday’s
world. Whenweare personally and collectively strengthened in our
spiritual and community life, we would experience a metanoia
(conversion), leading usto aradical commitment, asindividualsand
communities, to carefor and share our resources.
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The concern and commitment to therenewal of thefamily is
to be followed as a charism inherited from St. Chavara. It was a
striking characteristic of the life and mission of St. Chavara and
articulatedin hisChavarul.

The prophetic dimension of religiouslifeisto berealized by
taking innovative steps and corrective role in the Church. An
introspectionisneeded whether our proclamation, lifeand witnessare
credible prophetic signsor have become countersigns.

Proclamation of theKingdom of Godistobedoneinadidogica
and liberative way. The Church hasto exist among all people asa
sign, sacrament and instrument of the Kingdom of God. Churchisa
symbol. Thecharismissidelined asour institutional preoccupations
get the upper hand. Professionalismisgood but it also brings danger.
Malaiseof institutional concerns can overpower religiouscharism.
What isthe extent of the scope we attach to global mission?

Are we limiting its scope to mere geographic extension
(countriesof Africa, Latin Americaand partsof AsiaoutsideIndia)?,
or do we take into consideration the emerging idea of an inclusive
“MissoDe” (=God smission?)

He also commented on a couple of weaknesses of the
document: there are only very few references to the Scripture and
Church teachings on mission; thereisno mention of the significance
of the congregation’s name, ‘Carmelites of Mary Immaculate;’
there are only passing mentionsabout thethreefoundationd dimensions
of the congregation’slegacy: Orienta, Indian, and Carmelite, but no
deeper dwelling on their implications.

Thegeneration that the pastors of today arecalled to serveis
aparticular type. They can be called as Epic Generation: Experience,
Participatory, Image-driven and ..... millennious generation, Post
Modernistsetc. Socid platformsareinfluencing theyouth alot. Such
issues cannot betackled by legidation.

Then he presented amodel of Christian mission. Theterms
used by the present missionaries should be acceptable to the people.
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Itisnot fareto define mission as civilizing the uncivilized
heathen lands, getting the baptismal water poured over the people,
saving souls, conquering landsfor Chrigt, etc.

The expression Missio ad gentes isto be converted into inter
gentes, cum gentibus.

Jesus mission should becomeour mission. Theidentity isthat
wearedisciplesof Jesus. Jesus' central themewas Kingdom of God.
His preaching was new asfor him power wasnot thekey toliberation
in the Kingdom. The only liberating force was love, the Abba
experience.

Session IV: Input on Education and Communication Media by
Dr. Valson Thampu

Dr. Thampu started by saying that vision for educationisa
relevant topic. Vision pertainsto future. Itisaforward glance. It differs
fromsight.

Whilewe cannot forget the past, we often fail to ook ahead
aswe alow ourselvesto be chewed up by the present. [Unlike the
Protestants, the Catholics are good at looking forward]. In the
educational apostolate, we oftenfail to providevisionary leadership
becausewelack theart of delegating responsihilities. Referringtothe
story of Jesus' visit to Bethany, he explained the contrasting styles of
Marthaand Mary. Jesus saysonly onethingisneeded. While Martha
busied hersalf with too many things, Mary just sat down at theLord's
feet and listened. That iswhat is called vision. Book of Exodusis
profoundly relevant to explain thisfact further. Humankindisinan
exodus predicament. What predicament we are addressing today?
Humankindisinahistorical journey. History isastory of humankind
progressing. L ocated in the dynamic of exodus, heisbasically moving
fromtheland of slavery tothe Promised Land. Thereforevisionisa
necessary thing. Thereis a promised land. We should not lose the
sight of the Promised Land.

Wildernessisonly atrangit place. | sragliteshad to leave Egypt
in order to travel to the Promised Land. Symbolically the
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commandmentsare given inthewilderness, which isin between the
land of davery and the Promised Land. Asreligiouspeoplewehavea
problem. We refuse to move from the placewe arelocated. Weare
refusing to go forward. Everybody knows where to go but nobody
wantsto go. For usthe past becomesglorious. Itisour spiritual duty to
not alow oursavesto be caught in the past. Thereevance of education
appearsthere asit guaranteesthe promise.

Exodus has a double reference: It is both horizontal and
vertical. It is a horizontal journey, as far as it is considered
geographically. Thereisanother referencethat isvertical, that is, the
relationship with the living God. When we are cut off with the
metaphysical realities, then welosethe capacity to control physical
realities. What present people do isthey emphasize one aspect and
ignorethe other and then life becomes complicated. Very oftenin our
businesswelosetouch with the vertical. When welosethisvertical
intuition, we betray ourselves.

Whenever something happens, then thereisalogic behind
that. | cannot livein aworld, which isdriven by random happenings.
There aretwo possibilitiesin life: oneisto accept it asamechanic
reality and the other isto accept it as an organic reality. Lifeisan
inscrutable mystery. No man canread it out. History isorganic and it
isnot mechanic. Theeventsthat happened in Exoduswill not happen
in a mechanical world. Hardheartedness of Pharaoh is a part of
mechanical model. M echanical means, thereisendlessrepetition and
thereisno breakthrough. Politicsisdriven by mechanica model and it
will have its own oppressions. Organic is always sensitive to the
immediate context.

Do we have a concept like Christian education? Do we want to
practiceit?

We have always excuses. Regulations in the educational
system aremechanica and it should not bedavery. Education practiced
in the society should be able to respond to the context. We have a
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great opportunity. Christian education has apassion for excellence.
Pursuit of excellenceisspiritual.

God-given mandateisto generateacounter stimulating culture.
Pseudo-cultureisnot therea culture. The Christianideaof education
isboth ideal and practical. There is not afinished model. We must
create spaces for redemptive interventions in the curriculum.
Curriculumisonly afoundation. Educationisfor life but sadly, no
ingtitutionisdealing withit. Theteachersaretheforemost hindrances
to education. Therefore our duty is to preach to the nation
through education. Oneword for visionfor educationisLife. ‘ Choose
life” thatisthebiblical vison.

Presentation of Reports from Group Discussions - 11
1. If we want to transform our students through education, we
need to be ready to undergo change in ourselves. What type of a
changed person, community and congregation that we can dream
of?
» Working in educational institutions, we should be model s of human
values, such ashonesty, smplicity, understanding, patience, etc. This
isimportant because there are caseswhere our behavior falls short of
thisided.
* We should be competent bothin administration and academic matters.
» We should be competent enough in providing research-based
education.
* We should hold high theevangelizationideal in education. It should
be expressed in affording sufficient space for the financially poor
students by shedding the stigmathat we are pro-rich.
» We should betransparent in all transactions.
* Our tendency to be satisfied with administrative roleswill havefar
reaching negative effects. That iswhy our seminariansare showing
lessinterest in philosophica and theological studies. They know that
they are going to be administratorsin thefuture.
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2. What can be some of the practical steps of counter-stimulus we
could plan for ourselves in our educational institutions?

* Fostering interfaith fellowshipin school sto sengtize childrento respect
other religions.

» Take measuresto contain the growing drug culture among children.
* Educate children on the dangers of uncontrolled use of mobileand
other media.

» Educate parentson thetopic of hedlthy parenting and training children
at home.

* A regulatory board can beinitiated in order to make surethat CM|
education policy isexecuted properly with regard to reservationsfor
the poor and other aspects. But there are already various systemsin
provinces, like education board, planning board and so on. Apart from
that, there could be an external committee to make a study on our
educationd inditutions.

* Central pooling has already been implemented in some provinces;
wherever, itisnot doneyet, we strongly recommend it.

* At present we are facing serious crisis or challenge dueto aloan
culture. In order to deal with that we could have educational and
charitabletrusts, under which funds can betransferred and made use
of.

3. Do we have an education vision that promotes life? Remember
that when we are conformists and bound by the curriculum,
traditions, habits, etc., we are becoming merely mechanical and
we are not agents of life?

* Our tendency in education field isto continue what we have been
doing. We need to revisit the pedagogy to make adifference.

* Our CMI directory’svision statement on education clearly statesthe
different dimensions of education. We need to implement them to
promotelife.

*Teachers are to be given guidelines by the head teacher or
adminigrators.

* We need to appreciate and recogni ze thetop scorersnot only inthe
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academic excellence but a so thosewho dowell inmoral, behaviora,
psychologica categoriesaswell.

4. What type of excellence do we promote in our education model?
Do we expect the students only to imitate or do we allow them to
innovate? Think of the *dog version excellence and Gandhi version
excellence.’

* Excellenceisto be better at every moment than the moment before.
» Criteria, such asmordality, cleanliness, service, hardworking, etc. are
to be appreciated.

5. Jesus withdrew to the wilderness before his public ministry. In
the silence of the wilderness he gained vision and power for his
ministry. Does our religious life become a source of strength for
our education ministry?

* Our religiouslifeisthe source and strength for our education ministry.
But at timesthereisthe danger that we may focus more on unnecessary
things, ignoring thereligiousidentity.

* Our work/education ministry should reflect our spirituality and its
religious character.

* Thereisapublic perception that through our education, polishing of
personality takes place. The making of the polished personsgivesa
positiveimpression to our institutionsand our religiouslifeisat the
back of this process. That iswhy our teaching and the teaching of
othersare different. We are teachers and pastors at the sametime.

* Our idedl should be St. Chavara, who found timeto spend beforethe
Lordinspiteof hismany responsibilities.

» Monasteries attached to educational ingtitutions can adjust thetime
table so that the membersinvolved in the education ministry can aso
participatein the common spiritua activitiesof thecommunity.

6. &. Chavara s education vision wasto change the personsand the
society of histime. Do wefollow theMarthamodd of gettinginvolved
inthemicro-management of our ingtitutionsto the extent that weforget
our vision of education?

*It is a fact that there is a tension between academic leadership
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and administrative leadership, especially in the context of aided
ingtitutionswherethe principa hastolook into everything.

» Giving avision beyond administrative concernsisimportant fromour
part. Christian education institutions must be aplace of growth and
life.

* St. Chavarawas successful in hisministry of inclusive education
beyond al oppressive and di scriminative soci o-economic structures of
histime.

* St. Chavara'smid-day meal missionisyet another successstory.

» We haveto trand ate these ideal sin the present day context.

* In spite of the career-oriented education system of the present day,
our institutions should stand out in preparing the studentsfor growth
andlife.

7. Every Christian is expected to be on a path of exodus. Looking
forward and being ready to change is our obligation. Does our
congregation have the courage to effect radical changes in our
educational policy?

* Thediscussion onradical changesin education policy wasmainly
centred on donations and capitation fee taken in our educational
inditutions.

* Theconclusion that we arrived at wasto follow thedirection given
by CMI directory and the provincias have to monitor closely the
implementation of thedirections. “ Our education institutionsshal | not
recelveany donation either directly or indirectly in connection withthe
appointment of staff or admission of students’ (Directory 121a).

» Thereare school saccepting donationsin aided school sfor admissions
and appointment of theteachers.

» Some members of the group were of the opinion that the aided
schoolsand colleges may require some donationsin appointment of
theteachersto maintain the building. But the group strongly opposed
taking donationsfor admissionin unaided school sand self-financing
inditutions.

» The group is of the opinion that CMIs lack the courage to bring

44 | i March 2019; No. 241




| &:06MPIMEMBYd. |

radical changein education ministry with regard to accepting donations.
*» Thegroupisalso of the opinion that thisissue of donations hasbeen
discussed in different meetingsof the congregation and it isthisissue
that creates anegativeimage of CMIsinthesociety.

* At thesametimeweimplement other aspectsof giving 10% admission
to the studentsto the poor.

* According to the particular statutes of the provinces the fee and
sdary structure hasto beapproved by theprovincia council. Therefore
theprovincia can monitor them.

8. Our education ministry is becoming more and more
challenging. We have to fight many battles at the same time. We
come under increasing pressure from the government, from the
communal forces, from the expectation of the parents, etc. Only
a vertical dimension in our life as religious can sustain us. How
can we make ourselves more and more spiritually empowered?
* Thegeneral impression isthat our schoolsare spiritually oriented
and value based. But thereismoreto be donethrough value education
to the students, counselling, parents’ meet and reaching out to the
families of the students, etc.

* Create social awareness among the students by exposing them to
dums, palliative care, etc.

* Openthefacilities of English medium schoolsfor the poor students
to study after the school hoursand also motivate the English medium
studentsto care for the poor students taking tuitions, helping them
financidly, etc.

* Principals meeting should be organized to givethem orientationin
bringing radical changesinthe schools.

* Media of communication is not given due importance in the
congregation. Even Survey had only two questions. Thispoint requires
detailed discussion in themeeting. If needed, aseparate department
should be created.
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9. How do we take leadership in Syro-Malabar Church beyond
the boundaries?

» We should continue fostering Syro-Maabar Church following
themodel of St.Chavara

» CMIsshouldtakeinitiativein the evangelization.

10. Chavara not only lived in history, but made history. How can
we make our life more radical so that we can leave a better impact
on the society?

*We need to be open and accommodative. However, we should
formulate necessary policies asthe issuesinvolved are not merely
that of theritealonebut of cultural aswell. The Kenyan background
was pointed out (especidly thechalengesinvolvedintheir formation,
life style after ordination, which ismore akin to the diocesan priests
devoid of religious attitudes). Therefore the congregation must be
prepared to, if needed, to allow for aL atinriteregioninthefuture.

» Concerning the malayal ee/Syrian identity: Themembersfet that it
could be ahindranceif arigid sense of identity is maintained. One
needsto transcend such rigid notion of identity and be open and ready
to accept demands of the placewhereoneisministering. The initiative
of Jagdalpur diocese/province — that of taking loca members and
assimilating them in the early stages of formation came up for
discussion. However it was pointed out that, that was different from
the Kenyan situation.

» We need to prepare and orient our members for inter-culture
community living.

* Attitudinal changesto adjust and accommodate others.

» Clinging onto our malayal ee culture, language, food, etc. proveto be
ahindrancein accepting 1st generation vocations.

11.The poor are the privileged recipients of the Good News. It is
not rarely that we hear the complaint that the poor are
progressively becoming marginalized in our plans and programs.
Don’t we need a course correction?

* Our congregation has been discussing and making resolutionsonthis
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issuefor decadesbut inimplementing them weoften fail. Ayalkootanga
and other locd charitablegroupsworkingwith our housesand charitable
groupsworking with our housesand institutionsaretrying the best to
show special concern to the poor.

* A specia mentionisto be made about our remarkableinvolvement in
therecent flood relief effortstaken up by our members.

* There should beaspecial wing in our congregation to fight for the
rights of the poor. Frontier ministries, boys homes and other
charitable institutions are being given unnecessary government
restrictions.

» We should hel p the flood-affected familiesto get the support from
chief minister’sfunds.

* Besidesthe 10% or 20% be given to the poor, we should makethe
people awareof their rightsand privileges.

* Principalsand staff of our institutions should work together through
socia department to find meansto support the poor. Former mayor of
New York , Mr. Bloomberg donated 1 billion USdollar to John Hopkins
university to support the poor students.

* Better integrate children from poor familiesthrough bridge programs.
Thiswill help improvetheir confidence and self-respect. Such and
other support syssemsmay be provided (feesconcession and admission
alonewouldn’t suffice). May conscientize the other studentsto be
accommodativeof studentsfrom poor background. They shal behelped
toimprovetheir language, behavior and cultureat length. Theseless
privileged sudentsshall be occasiona ly taken to our reputed ingtitutions
and made to feel at home there. Teachers shall give them specia
accompaniment helping them with their studies asthese students may
not have anyone at hometo help them. Our school facilitiesmay be
made available to them specially after the school hours. Alumni
associations shall be organi zed and made functiona asthese can help
thelessprivileged studentswith scholarship and other supports.

12. Religious are called to become innovative and corrective force
in the Church. Are CMIs today a source of challenge, inspiration
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and guidance in Syro-Malabar/universal Church?

» CMIshave been aninnovative and correctiveforcein the Kerala/
Indian Churchfor alongtime

* After Vatican |1 we have madeinnovative experimentsin thefield of
spirituality, theology, liturgy, etc. But gradually all such experiments
were given up/ abandoned dueto variousreasons.

* It is high time we make attempts to regain this innovative and
corrective spirit back to the Syro-Malabar Church.

» Following suggestionswere madein this context:

* Centering our monasteries and Parishes, we can make our
liturgy moreinnovativeand creative

* Sagar Bhavan at Thrissur hastaken up stepsto cater to theliturgy
and other needs of the Hindi migrants, which can be seenasamodel.
*We must take up Flat-ministry beyond the religious
congderations and limitations.

* Addresstheissue of varioussectsinour cities.

* Make attempts to make our monasteries centers of confession
and spiritual services.

* Initiate day-care centersfor the old-age people.

13. The Biblical model of mission is communitarian. What can
we do to make our community bond become stronger through our
mission?

* Theneed of thetimeand thegrowing demand from bishopsinAfrica,
Europeand Americaisfor communitarianwitness. Many bishopsinvite
usand expect usto livein community and do the mission work and
pastoral ministry.

* Theuniquemissonwerdigiouscandotoday isthrough community life.
Thecommunity isthemost believablegospd that we can preach today.
* Thiscommunity can be at the physical level by living together and
doing mission or at spiritual level like communion of saints where
we make common policy and keep focused on the mission of God
by everyone.

» We CM I s should have something uniqueto offer in the mission by
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being rootedin our triplerootsof Indian, Oriental and Carmelite.

* With exceptions in some developed countries, almost in all our
provincesincluding mission provincesthereiscommunity and weare
involved inevangelization through community life.

* To strengthen the bond of our community for mission

¢ increase the frequency of sharing about the apostolate of each
member of thecommunity,

+ Any apostol ate done by any member of the community isof the
community and all have the right to know about it. Therefore, we
shall share and seek the opinions of the members and make sure
the participation of al in al theapostolatesof the community

¢ Strengthen the zonal gatherings by praying together, sharing the
strengths and weaknesses of the mission, and discussing the current
issues and finding adequate responseto the signsof thetime

+ Organizeprogramsand invite membersfrom outsideto participate
inthem.

¢ Network with other congregations in mission to strengthen the
community witness
14. Many missionary congregations have grown through their
wholehearted investment in the frontier mission initiatives or
mission for the peripheries. Which are the new frontiers we should
cross? How can we prepare our future generation of missionaries
for a mission in the peripheries?

» The future of the consecrated life lies in the frontier zones.
Frontier may be* geographical and spiritua placeswhere othersdo
not reach or findit difficult to reach.” Theareasthat we can crossare
Cyber space, Broken homes, Abandoned children, sick, elderly,
Migrantsand refugees, a cohol and drug-addicts, mobileand internet
addicts, paliative homecare, ministry likeAsvasin Bangalore, street
children, etc.

* Pdliative home care can be done professondly and systematically
attached to our hospitals compared to what is happening now at
panchayat level.
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* Wecaninvolveinthefrontier ministriesdirectly or through organizing
neighbourhood communities

* Givethrustsonfrontier ministry in our policy makinginthegenera
chapter and follow up by the Prior General and provincialsin their
canonica vigtation.

* To prepare our future generation for frontier ministrieswe should
either attach frontier ministry with the formation houses or exposethe
students frequently to the different frontier ministriesto give them
orientation.

 The Regents should be alowed to work with fathersinvolved in
frontier ministriesfull timeor part time.

» Motivatethe studentsin different stages of their formation for frontier
ministry and doit repeatedly during theyear by inviting thoseinvolved
infrontier ministry.

* Show role model sof frontier ministry to the studentsby recognizing
their service by the authoritiesand the members of the province.

» Theinconveniences and challenges during formation periodsorient
the studentsto take up frontier ministry compared to the comfortable
and easy lifein the formation houses. The positive note of the
present generation is that they are ready to undergoinconveniences
and challenges.

* Those studentswho show interest in frontier ministry intheinitial
stages of formation are moving away from it due to the negative
influence of the priests, which haveto be avoided.

15. Do some of our missionaries serving abroad away from our
communities get disconnected from our community and religious
charism? What practical steps can we take to help them continue
to belong to and benefit from our community?

» Themembers opined that we need to establish communitiesand our
members must be asked to stay in communitiesand go out to servein
the parishes. Infact, bishopsin Germany caled usto Germany precisely
to establish communitiesasawitnessto the Church there. Henceforth
our membersshall begiven proper orientationinthisregard.
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» We have 4 communitiesin Peru. We need to evolve global mission
and pastoral policy. It wasalso pointed out that we have community in
Brazil aswell. Our membersprefer toliveaoneasit might givethem
morefreedom, anonymity and benefitsof money. A seriousdifficulty
instaying incommunity isthe distance between parishesour members
minigter.

16. Do we carry the vestige of colonial mind-set in the way we
carry out our mission?

» We should give up the superiority attitude and be humble enough to
accept accommodate and appreciatethelocal culture and liturgy of
themission.

* Missionaries should have a global mission aptitude and openness
and readiness to embracethelocal mission challenges.

17. What shall be our approach on common projects for global
mission under the Generalate? Do you have any concrete proposal
to pool personnel for such mission?

» There is a need to strengthen Poornodaya as a center for the
promotion and training of membersfor global mission, bothin the
devel oped and under devel oped countries.

» Studentsareto bepicked upfor globa mission at least during theology
course. Global mission can beincluded asan el ective during theology
course. Itishightimeto start amissiology faculty inDVK

* Thereisaneed to clarify our visonand mission of our global mission
inshort term and long term planning.

* Practical problemsrelated to globa mission areto be dealt with.

* Global mission can sustain only by giving emphasisto their culture
and language. We have examples set beforeusin missionslikeKenya,
M adagascar and Ghana.

* Jesus became afull Jew except in sin; like that we should become
likethem except insinin order to gain them for the Kingdom of God.
* Inview of sending our newly ordained prieststo globa missionthey
could beencouraged to havetheol ogical formationinthemissionitsalf.
* Village mission can become successful only by imbibingloca language
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and culture, which remainsasaserioushurdlefor us. Willingnessto
livealife of smplicity, austerity and sacrifice makesit possibleand
effective.
 With regard to Indian mission; projectsare not availablelike earlier
times. Many aretaken up by government agenciesand they arerunning.
» We aso have to accept the structural redlities like finance, and
requirementsfrom the part of the government. Many clinicshavebeen
closed down due to the requirement to have a qualified doctor for
each center.
* In spite of all these, much of the involvement depends on the
initiatives of theindividuals.
* Rural mission areentry points, which are practically closed.
18. What steps can we take to re-energize our ministry through
media?
» Welack expertsand peoplewithinterestin mediaministry. Thisisa
ministry having no return and we don'’t invest personnel and money
wherethereisno return.
* History shows that we have failed to retain effective medialike
Deepika, Kalabhavan, Navadhara etc., which shows that we lack
expertise in media; so inter-provinceinitiativesare necessary to run
mediaministry effectively.
* At theprovincia level, there could be at | east one person appointed
with atitle of mediaco-coordinator like formation coordinator. Also
sufficient fund needsto be set apart for that purpose. Membersbe sent
for higher studiesin communication media.
* According to a new trend, there is adevel oping culture of media
without wall. Chethanaand Navchethanacould takeinitiativesinthis
regard.
Session V: Input on Social Apostolate by
Fr. M.K. George, SJ

Inatypica Ignatian style, Fr. George presented hisimpressions
on thereport from the General Department of Social Apostolate in
two sets of consolations (i.e., positive aspects) and desolations
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(i.e., negative aspects).

The consolations found in the general presentation of the report:
» Clarity of thevision and articulation into concrete objectivesand
programsof actionisamatter of consolation.

* Thereisanall-inclusiveglobal attitude

* Thereisacdl toradical discipleship

* Thereisfocuson the propheticrole

Consolations in the report

» Commitment to poor. Our houses are open to the poor

* Familiarity with and opennessto Pope Francis

» Gender sengitivity

» Awarenessof the colonial modelsin our missionary activity

* Revolutionary rootsof social apostolate

» Thequantity, quality and coverage of service

Desolations:

» The CMI needs seriousintrospection asto whether their ministries
arecountersigns!

* CMIsareturning out to be acompromising community. Thereisa
need of prophetic dimensionto our community.

» Membersare not sensitive enough to the social issues.

* Our presenceinthefield of socia apostolateisnot visible.

He concluded the session by saying that what isneeded isthe
structural change. Thereisaneed to go back to the original vision.
Thelndian constitutional valuesareto be protected asthey arevery
prophetic in nature. The members should keep in mind that the poor
meattersfor them. Thereisan urgent need of writing and publishing for
the cause of the poor and the needy. It isreally bad we do not share
agoniesof the people.

Presentation of Reports from Group Discussion — 111, on Social
Apostolate

The resource person, Rev. Fr. M.K. George had given
directionson the dynamicsof discussioninthegroup. The members
were asked to identify some points of consolations and desol ations
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concerning our ministry of socia gpostolate and propose somepractica
suggestions. L ater, the group secretaries presented theminthe general
assembly.

Major Consolations Identified were:

* Charitable activitiesthat are done by the congregation.

» Socid apostol ate activitiesin congregation.

» Many youngstersventureinto socia work.

» One homefor one house project effectively implemented.

* Thegenuine concernfor others.

* The concessions and schol arships provided to the students.

* The provision of 10% to the poor isexecuted systematically.

» Growing awarenessamong the membersabout the socia apostolate.
* Thesocia work doneis more person-oriented rather than structure
anditislessvisibleand theimpactismore.

» Collaborative effortsto support education within the congregation.
* Our congregation hasasocial face.

* Based on the examples of St. Chavara, we have good models of
|eadership addressing the needs of the society.

» Our apostol ates are channels of proclaiming Christian val ues.

* General chaptersgiveimportant thrustsfor socia apostolate

* Greater awareness of social apostolatein the congregation

» Commitment to the poor

* Clear policiesareformulated for socia apostolateinthe congregation
and freedomfor theindividua toimplement theminlife.

* Greater awareness of frontier ministry inthe congregation

* 194 |akhs Rupees have been spent for social work

» Many Youngsters come forward to take risk in thefield of social
apodtolate

» Human resourcesareused inthefield of social apostolatelikeAsvas
« Common support from the congregation to themembersinvolvedin
socia work

« Inspired by thevision of the founding fathers, there are many who
enter intofiled of social apostolatefor thewell-being of the poor
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* Readiness to correct ourselves and give importance to the social
work

* Drawing inspiration from thefounding fatherswe can still grow and
moveforwardin socia apostolate.

* Tremendous hopelooking at the memberswho are committed to the
poor

* There are ingtitutions and individuals who are really involved in
the area of social apostolate and conscientization of the studentsin
theeducational ingtitutionstoinvolvein socia apostolatelike making
houses, flood relief, etc.

* CMIsworkinginfrontier ministries.

« Joy of the people when they got their houses built under Chavara
housing scheme.

» Timely help/cooperation during flood.

» Mentally and physically challenged are taken care off.

» Gradual growth and awarenessin the congregation for sharing.

* Readinessto help the peoplein need and being with them.

* Opennessto fund non-CMI organi zations, and even non-Christian
organizations.

* Quality education for thosein the peripheriestaking greater risks.

* Inner urges to be committed to the core in a given space and the
secular naturein doing charity.

* Impetusin helping cancer and HIV patients.

Major Desolations Identified were:

* Helplessnessof CM I sfor doing something concretely to addressthe
issue of right-wing fundamentalism.

*Vision statementsarevery well articulated but very lessispracticed.
* Resources and personnel areinvested morefor therich.

* No personal sacrificeisdemanded for doing socia work.

* Poor datacollection and records are not maintained properly.

* Pro-Christian charity islacking especially in themission context.

* Gulf betweenideal andredl; for e.g., hel plessness of the superiorsto
implement the decisionstaken by the community.

March 2019; No. 241 } | 55




| & daemeIMEMm®o |

» Wedon't have publically recognized socia activists.

 Though we have collective social awareness we are not able to
personalizeit.

¢ Leadershipismissingin solving the problems of the society.

» Wearebranded as cash amaking institutein spite of the great work
wedo.

* Decisionsof thegeneral chapterson social work are not becoming
amovement of the congregation.

* The orientation to the mission or socia apostolate is decreasing
because of the overemphasisoningtitutions

» Socia work iscompartmentalized by provinces. Not having readiness
to collaborate and network

» Compartmentalization of departmentsand individualslead tolack of
socia awarenessamong all themembers

» Good number of fulltime social workers are not there in the
congregation

* Our contribution towardsthe poor doesn’t affect our comforts

* 10% becomes an appendix which we are compelled to give and
doesn't affect our comforts. Radicality ismissinginthememberseven
though weare generoudly contributing to the poor

* Welack commonvoicein responding to the socid issuesinthesociety
and church

» Socid apostol ate has become an obligation and not apart of our life
« We contribute out of abundanceand no real painful sacrificesfor the
poor

* Not enough sensitivity towardsthe poor

» We are not ready to takerisk andinitiativeto enter into thefield of
the apostolate

» Lack of personal involvement actively inthesocia work

* Wide gap between vision statementsand their practical application.
* 10% set gpart in budget, but not properly and fully utilized.

* Bribesreceived, unrecovered feesetc. are shown as 10 % amount
set part for social apostol ate.
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» Socia work isnot madevisible: we areyet to be accepted as agents
of social apostolate.
* Thrust for social apostolate given, yet we are not recognized asa
congregation for the poor.
* Counter-witnessing in certain cases.
» Lack of opennessand concern towardsvarioussocio-political issues.
» Lack of social awarenessand eagernessto remainin comfort zones.
* Our absencein peopl€ smovementsto protect therightsand resources
of the poor like land water, forest etc.
» Socia apostolate not updated: innovative and contextualized
involvement is to bepromoted.

Major Suggestions Made Were:
* Empower young CMIstoinitiateand administer socid work activities
intheliving contexts.
* Initiate people-oriented movementsat grass-root levelsinthearea
of communaism, fundamentalism, socid activitiesetc. in collaboration
withthelike-minded organizationsand groups.
» CMI congregation hasto takearelevant issue on socia dimension
and altogether should respondtoiit.
* Daily lunchisshared with everyonein the bishop’shouse of Adilabad,
which can be emulated by all our CMI houses.
* Propheticroleof CMIs
* 10% of themembersof the province should befull-timesocid workers
» Socia work should be need-based, not just limiting to 10%
* Survey of the extended communitiesand respondtoit
* Equal weightage should be given to the social work like any other
apostolates
* Thereshould beno day inmy lifewithout doing something subgtantialy
for the poor
» Simplicity of lifeby themembersin persond life and community
* Transparency inour institutionswhichwill project our social face
*Deepen the awareness through prayer and discernment in
implementation of the decision of the chapters.
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* Frequent gathering of themembersinvolved inthe socia work and
the secretaries of genera and provinceand discuss, discernthecurrent
issuesand respond
* Socid justicein our ingtitutionsin giving salariesto the teaching and
non-teaching staff.
* Take onesocid issuein every general chapter and congregation asa
wholeownit, implement it and monitor it.
* Open all our CMI houses to provide food to the hungry or
contextualized, need-based hel psto the poor.
» Work among alcohoalic, derailed youth and misguided children so
that future be secure.
Session VI: Inputs on Finance and Agriculture by
Mr. Romid and Mr. Bhagwan Agarwal

Mr. Romid observed that CMI congregationislooked upto as
amodel by many and therefore we haveto bevery responsiblein our
financial management. He cautioned the membersthat there should
be strict norms and regulations for monitoring the loans taken in
different provinces. The congregation has a loan of close to one
thousand crores, which should be seen as a matter of concern. The
government isbecoming morestrict and thereforewehaveto becareful
in keeping the accounts. The government isnot charging tax on uson
the assumption that the money is not used for personal use. There
should bewaysand meansto ensurethat theindividual membersgive
the salary and pension amount to the community. The accounts of
different institutionsin ahouse are to be coordinated under one head.

Mr Bhagwan Agarwal presented some of the new
devel opmentsthat areto be taken into consideration in keeping the
accountsof rdigiousingtitutions. Someof thenew rulesand regulations
introduced by the government areto befollowed strictly asthey have
alot of directimplicationsintherunning of our ingtitutions. Mr. Agarwal
dwelt uponindetail onissuesof the nitty-gritty of keeping accounts,
GST, TDS, filing of audit report, FCRA, etc. Main points of his
presentation were:

58 | i March 2019; No. 241




| &:06MPIMEMBYd. |

» Govt. wants the charitable societies to abide by certain rulesin
responseto thetax exemption that we are provided.
* Govt. thinksthat many charitable organizations make profit and do
not pay the govt. thetaxes
* We need to maintain vouchersfor the purchaseswe make; thisisthe
most basic document infinancial transactions.
* No payment above 10000 Rupees can be madein cash.
* A photo copy of theissued cheques should be kept with us.
* Inour schools, thetotal number of studentsand feesreceived should
bereconciled.
* For fee concession, there should be awritten application from the
parent or guardian and it should be kept with thevouchers.
» All concessions should be approved by the managing committee and
documents should be kept.
« If financia helpisgiven, salf-written application should be asked for.
« If any financia helpisgiventothe staff of our institutions, it should
be shown in the staff welfare.
* In matters of donationto other trusts and soci eties, request | etter for
donation should be obtai ned; no donation can begivento any indtitution
that isnot registered with the society or trust act.
* Inreceiving donation, arecei pt should be made; we should receive
thedonation in cheque only and detail sof the donor should be kept.
* Fixed AssetsRegister
¢ Dateof purchase, name of assets, quantity and amount, etc. are
to berecorded
+ Physical verification and reconciliation from records should be

made at |east oncein ayear
* GST onWork Contracts

¢ Findizethe GST amount to be paid from our sdebeforethe contract
isfinalized with the contractor.

¢ Educational institutions can take GST numbers.
* VehicleLog Register

# Vehiclelog book be properly maintained
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# Date of purchase/ amount/ purpose, etc. should be clearly recorded.
* Filing of the Return of thelncome
¢ Final date: 30 September
¢ It isthe duty of the management and not the auditor tofileit; So
get acopy of filed document from the auditor
* Amendmentsto the Purpose of the Society
¢ In cases of amendments made regarding the purpose of the
registered society, we need to inform the Income tax officer in 30
daysand get the amendmentsbe
approved.
 PAN
¢ There should be only one PAN for al the institutions under the
same society.
+ Someone'spersonal PAN should not belinked to theinstitution’s
account.
* Contract: Any type of service taken by the society (for example,
building contract, taking dressfor rent for annual functions, etc.)
# Such paymentsshouldinvolve TDS
* Property of the society inthe nameof anindividual
# Such properties should be soon madein the name of the society
Points that came up during Common Discussion
Discussionrevolved mainly around thethemeof our financia
management. Following were the main pointsthat came up:
* Rather than blanket ban on taking loans, what isneeded isto decide
whether we need the particular ministry inquestion. If theministry is
deemed desirable, taking loansto realize the ministry also should be
positively considered too.
« If the intended loan involves a huge amount, decision should be
preceded by consultation at awider level, like provincial Synaxisor
genera gathering of the members of the province, etc.
* Fixing an upper limit of theloan for each provinceisan option that
should beconsidered.
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* Authoritiesin Vatican aready seem to have apprehensionsabout the
financia goingsonin our congregation. We need to show greater self-
responghility.

* We should be awarethat there are many who have genuine concerns
about theloan culturein our congregation. Itisquite possible, therefore,
that some of them writeto Vatican seeking intervention.

» On opening personal bank accounts, it wassaid that only in necessary
cases, our members may be allowed to do so; besides, in such cases,

personal accounts must be submitted to auditing by the provincial

auditor.

* Our ingtitutions have grown phenomendly in dimensions. So auditing
themiscertainly beyond the competence of our provincial auditorsor
internal auditors. Hence we need the help of professional experts.

Thisiswhat isexpected from the management auditors.

* It should not beleft to theinternal auditorsto ensurethefinancial

accountability in our communities and institutions. There should be
constant monitoring by thefinancia councillorsof each province.

* Thereshould be at |east aquarterly checking of the accounts of the
communitiesand institutions by the provincia councillor of finance
andtheprovincia auditor.

» We need softwareto assist usin our auditing of the accounts.

* Thereisaperception of mora degeneration among usintheway we
handlemoney. Thisshould be curtailed.

» Agriculture hasbecome redundant in our centres. There should bea
right proportion between what we spend for flower gardens and
agriculture.

* & AT
w
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CMI General Plenary Assembly 2019
Listen, Discern and Go forth
(Inaugural message given by Rev. Fr. Prior General: Readings:
Revedation2:1-7; Luke 1:39-45)
Esteemed members of the Genera Plenary Assembly,

It was an unusua meeting —the meeting of two women who
were pregnant. Mother of Jesus went to meet Mother of John the
Baptist. We are not sure of the protocol. But they did meet. Later
Jesus will go to John and John then will worry about the protocol.
These two meetings set the standard for the best meetings human
beings can think of in the world. It wasindeed ajoyful meeting to
sharethe good newsin communion (being deeply rooted in the CMI
communitarian charism), a meeting to serve the one in need
(commitment to the poor and the marginalized), ameeting to reach
out to afamily (renewal of family after the Model of St. Chavara)
and amovement in hasteto beamissionary (proclaiming the Gospel
to the Ends of the Earth). Both thewomen werefilled with the Holy
Spirit; so weretheir sons. Later the woman, Mary, will preparethe
apostlesto be anointed by the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.

They spokethelanguageof loveandjoy of the Spirit. “ Blessed
areyou among women, and blessed isthefruit of your womb. How
doesthis happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should cometo
me? Even theinfant in thewomb leapt for joy (Luke 1:42-44).

Mother Mary Proclaimsthegospe: “My soul glorifiestheLord
and my spirit rgjoicesin God my Savior, for he hasbeen mindful of the
humbl e state of hisservant. From now on al generationswill call me
blessed, for the Mighty One hasdonegreat thingsfor me— holy ishis
name’ (Luke 1:46-49).

The conversation of Jesusand John too reveal thejoy of the
gospel: “Truly | say to you, among those born of women there has not
arisen anyone greater than John the Baptist! (Matthew 11:11)

Like his mother John speaks, when Jesus goes to John, “I
need to be baptized by you, and do you cometo me?’ (Mathew 3:13).
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“| baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know. He
isthe onewho comes after me, the straps of whose sandals| am not
worthy to untie” (John 1:27). Hemust increase and | must decrease.
New Living Trandation sates, He must become greater and greater,
and | must becomelessand less (John 3:30).

The meeting of two mothers and the meeting of two great
sons announced the joy of salvation and became milestonesin the
history of salvation.

M eeting continues and meetings create history. Three men
met and it was not accidental, but providential. In the meeting they
listened to each other, they made theright discernment to go forth for
sanyasa. Nothing could stop them. There were challengeson every
step forward, but they went forth. Their meeting, listening and
discernment delivered acongregation—CMI.

Our beloved founder, St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara, thus spoke
about the religious, “Is there anyone in the world more fortunate
than you? We too are blessed, blessed among the people.”

CMI Congregationisinitsmarch towards 200th anniversary
in 2031. St. Kuriakose Eliaswriteswith conviction, “This humble
congregation of oursisnot man-made. God hasnurturedit with genuine
careand helpedit togrow.” God has blessed usover these 187 years
with Hisloving providentia careto becomewhat we aretoday despite
all our failuresand setbacks. We continueto stand together and march
together, knowing that our missionisto be Hiswitnessesto the ends
of the earth.

Addressing the del egatesto the 32nd General Congregation
of Jesuitson December 3, 1974, Pope Paul VI declared, “thereisin
you and there is in us the sense of a moment of destiny for your
Society.” Indeed, “inthishour of anxiousexpectation and of intense
attention ‘towhat the Spiritissaying’ toyouandtous,” Paul VI asks
thedelegatesto answer: “Wheredo you comefrom?” “Who areyou?’
“Whereareyou going?’

The entire CMI family looks up to CMI General Plenary
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Assembly with great hope. Here we are to make the discernment
regarding the march ahead for our congregation anticipating Genera
Synaxis2020. And we shall make aseriouseffort to befaithful tothe
Lord during the General Plenary Assembly. The questionis”Where
arewegoing?’ and wherewe should be going? Do we havealand of
honey and milk ahead of us? Do wefind the star that led the magi? Do
we hear the voice of the angel s?—to make anew movement.

Inthefirst reading from the book of Revelation, weheard, “|
know you are enduring patiently and bearing up for my name’'ssake,
and you have not grownweary” (Revelation 2:3). Yes. Thisistrue.
Over the years, we have never been tired of making efforts on our
way forward. We have been ever rated high for our performance, and
many werereally workaholicsto provethemsel ves and to stay ahead.
We have been branded as men of hyperactive administrative
workforce, with colourful market driven results. We have been ever
visiblewith our institutional mite and organizational expertise. We
have been blessed. Wetoo have memberswho pray, fast, read, preach,
evangelize, and outreach to be Hiswitnesses. We have been good and
wehavereally growninall respects.

After giving such an encouraging pat, the Lord confrontsus,
“But | havethisagainst you, that you have abandoned thelove you
had at first. Remember then from what you havefallen, repent and do
theworksyoudidat first.” The present General Plenary Assembly
shall serioudly deliberate on thisstatement: You have abandoned the
loveyou had at first.

In 1869, St. Kuriakose Eliasand Rev. Fr. Leopold with their
heartsfull of anxiety and fear jointly wroteto themembers: “My dear
brethren, be sure, if you continueto live thus, therewon’t be any of
these monasteries here twenty years hence. How many monasteries
have flourished, but have been transformed into forests and have
become the abode of wild animals. We are the progenitors of the
monasteries here. We are the corner stones. After half acentury our
followers, whileholding up our name and our deeds aswitnesseswill
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follow our footstepsand in all probability may accomplishonly less
than what we do today. | am afraid they are not going to improve our
achievements.”

Have we abandoned what our First Fathershad? What have
welost on theway over 187 years? General Plenary isatimeto be
aware what we have lost and where we have fallen. Our beloved
founder isvery clear in his deathbed declarations, “ Persecution by
men or discouragementsfrom them cannot destroy our congregation.
But onething can causeitsdestruction. If weforget our holy vocation
and neglect the sacred duties of our stateand fail in humility, charity,
religiousmodesty and genuinedevotion.”

Echoing St. John X X111’s advice to the opening session of
Vatican1lin1962, PopeFrancistold themembersintheyouth assembly:
“Do not let yourselves be tempted by the prophets of doom; do not
spend your energy on keeping score of failures and holding on to
reproaches. Keep your gaze fixed on the good that often makes no
sound; it isneither atopic for blogs, nor front page news.”

Our meeting is historic and it shall give hope to our
congregation. Thisisthetimeto have new dream and new visionsas
Prophet Joel stated, "And afterward, | will pour out my Spirit on all
people. Your sonsand daughterswill prophesy, your old menwill dream
dreams, your young menwill seevisions’ (Joel 1:28). Wetoo belong
tothefamily of darasanaveedu and darsanapattakar. People across
the globe cry to the Carmelites of Mary Immaculate, a powerful
congregation with more than 1000 membersbelow 50 years of age,
“Weshouldliketo see Jesus’, assome Greekssaid to Philip (Jn12,21).
So many men and women today ask usthe same question, wishing to
understand better the messagethat our life contains.

"Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and
understand what heis saying to the churches’ (Rev. 2:29). General
Plenary isatimeto listen to the Spirit and understand what the Spritis
sayingtothe CMI family. Itisatimeof listening tothe Spirit and tothe
people. We need an attitude of “listening,” to reject “prejudice and
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stereotypes’ and to wel comeand understand today’ srealitiesby being
willing to “change our convictionsand positions. We shall makethe
right discernment between the demands of theworld and those of the
Gospdl. Let ustake our direction from the judgment of St. Paul: “But
because of Christ, | have cometo consider al these advantagesthat |
had as disadvantages.” Werecall alwaysthat asupremecriterionis
the one given by Our Lord: “You will be ableto tell them by their
fruits;” and the effort which must guide your discernment will bethat
of being docileto thevoiceof the Spirit in order to producethefruit of
the Spirit, whichis*love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
trustfulness, gentlenessand salf-control. “We need to bemore cregtive
and more prophetic asacongregation. L et uslisten, discern and go
forth. Our blessed mother viewing our frailty took particular care of
usand loved usin thiscongregation. L et usask theintercession of our
blessed mother, S. Joseph and . Kuriakose Elias Chavara, our beloved
founder, for anew vision to keep alivethelegacy of Besrauma and
Darsanaveedu.

ale -
w
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Circular No. 29 07 March 2019
REF: PG/138/2019

CMI CONSTITUTION RETREAT 2019
“Learning, Loving, and Living the CMI Way of Life”

Dear Rev. Fathersand Brothers,
Prayerful Greetingsfrom CMI Prior General’sHouse, ChavaraHills,
Kakkanad!

The primeresponsibility of every CMI isto keep aliveand
growing the SPIRITUAL MOVEMENT initiated in 1831 by our
founding fathersout of their intense God experience. Thefounding
fathers were truly Men of God and committed their life to intense
prayer and deep recoll ection and the building up and renewal of the
Church and we are called upon to continue their legacy (C1). Our
beloved founder, Saint Kuriakose Elias haswritten with conviction
that our congregation isnot man made, but God has nurtured it with
genuine careand helped it to grow. Our founding fathers envisaged
monasteriesasthe mirrorsof virtuesand assembly of holy peopleand
the membersshall work for the salvation of Christian brethren, doing
all what God wantsusto do (Common Circular 1869).

God has blessed us over the last 188 yearswith Hisloving
providentia careto becomewhat we aretoday anditistimefor usto
sing magnificat with Mother Mary for the Mighty Onehasdonegreat
thingsfor us (L uke 1:49). Being anocinted by the power of the Spirit,
we continueto stand together and march together as one community
to be Hiswitnessesto the ends of the earth. We have along array of
accomplishments and achievementsand all the moretoday wearea
very much wanted community across the globe. Our missionary
momentum hasalready reached 34 countriesand we have decided to
moveto countrieslikelraqg, Ethiopiaand Ugandathisyear. Over the
years, we havereally grownin all respectsand have never beentired
of making effortson our way forward. It has been God'sdoing.

March 2019; No. 241 } 1 67




| & daemeIMEMm®o |

At the sametime, we haveto face aserious question: “Have
we become what we ought to be?’ Our Lord provokes the present
CMI family with achallenge: “But | have thisagainst you that you
have abandoned theloveyou had at first. Remember then from what
you havefallen, repent and do theworksyou did at first” (Revelation
2:4-5). Have we abandoned what our first Fathers had? What have
welost ontheway over 188 years?t callsfor asincere soul-searching
and examination of conscienceto realizewhat we ought to be. Itisthe
acceptabletimefor discernment. An effective discernment process
can bemadethrough theanalysisof 4 criteria: (1) fidelity to humanity
andto our times, (2) fidelity to Christ and the Gospdl, (3) fidelity tothe
Churchandtoitsmissionintheworld, and (4) fiddity toreligiouslife
and to the charism of one'sowninstitute. CM I Constitution becomes
amirror to seewho we are and what we are expected to be. A retreat
onthe CMI Congtitution will grant usbetter vision for self-awareness
andidentity and theright discernment tofulfil our missonfaithfully.

The present Congtitution wasevolved out of prayer, reflection,
hard work, discernment, experiments, and determination of our
members. CM| Constitution underwent several major changesfrom
1855t0 1983. Thefirst Constitution was given to us by Archbishop
Bernadine Baccinelli in 1855 and, subsequently, we had new
Condtitutionsin 1866, 1877, 1802, 1906, 1958 and thelast definitively
approved text wasgiven on 25 July 1983. L ater, amendmentswere
madein 1997, 2003, 2011, and 2014. Our Constitutionisnot aconstant
and static document, but a living document as it can be changed
according to thesignsof thetimesand the needs of the present society
anditsfuture through aprocess of amendment and with the permission
of the Holy See. After the Golden Jubilee of Vatican Il and its
documents, itistimeto revisit our Constitution to makeit relevant to
the present times aswe have found new theology and spirituality for
religiouslifeasper the documentsof Pope John Paul 11, Pope Benedict
XVI, and Pope Francis. After living our Congtitution, promulgated on
19March 1984, for dmost 35 years, itisalsoatimeto critically look at
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our lifeand mission as per the Constitutions. Fortunately, in recent
years, especially during and after the canonization of Saint Kuriakose
EliasChavara, we havebeentryingtolearnthelifeand spirituality of
thefounding fathers, especialy of Saint Kuriakose Elias Chavaraand
itisafact that we have cometo know things better and we have more
written resourcesontheir spiritudity. Our congregation hasmade great
progressin serving the Universal Churchin theglobal arenain the
light of our previous Genera Synaxes. Hence, astudy and reflection
of our Congtitutionswill inspire our membersto contribute significantly
to theforthcoming General Synaxis, to make amendmentsin order to
re-found our Congregationinthe present context, envisioning thefuture
chdlenges. But thefocusof CMI Condtitution Retrest 2019 isprimarily
individual and community conversion and to re-dedicate ourselvesfor
the greater mission of the Church anditsrenewal following thelegacy
of thefounding fathers.

CMI Condtitution Retreet amsat “ Learning, Loving, and Living
the CMI Way of Life.” The preparatory sessions were grace-filled
and al fdt theintervention of theLord in our proceedings. The presence
of themembersfrom different age groups and generationscreated a
rareemotiona bond and community spirit. The Lord wantsusto take
and read the Congtitution and seeusinthemirror of CMI Congtitutions
and ratethe quaity of CMI existenceand way of life. If thereisagap
betweentheideal of the Constitutionsand thereality of our lives, itis
thetimefor achangeand course correction. Congtitution Retreat shdll
be an acceptable time to reenergize ourselves in the Spirit of our
founding fathersasthey werefull of zedl likeElijah and other Carmédlite
saints. Vatican |1 reminds us to return to the roots in order to give
lasting fruitsto the Church in the present timesthrough our prophetic
witnessing assign of the Kingdom of God. It isto make our houses
andingtitutionsexpress onsof thegpogtolic dedication of our community
rather than being looked upon as endsin themselves. Theimportant
questioniswhat rolewe asareligiouscongregationisgoingtoplay in
the Church today and tomorrow. We haveto ask ourselves, “ Arewe
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involvedinthe Church today like our founding fathersor arewein our
littleworld of our comfort zones?” CMI Constitution Retreat isthe
intervention of the Lordin our history to reflect upon our call in CMI
family and to reshape our life as per the legacy and charism of our
founding fathers.

In order to facilitate the Constitution Retreat, thefollowing
proposals are given based on the consultations held in the General
Council, Core Committee, and during Animators Team Training:
Sources: We shall use thefollowing sourcesfor the preparation of
thetalks: (1) TheBible, (2) Writingsof Saint Kuriakose EliasChavara,
(3) CMI Constitutions and Directory, (4) Context of CMI Lifeand
Mission, (5) Relevant passagesfrom thevision, resolutions, and action
plansfrom the General Synaxesthat were held after 1984 along with
other relevant CM1 sources, and (6) Recent Church teachings.
Duration: Althoughthe CMI Directory (Article 10) prescribesthat
theAnnual Retreat should be six full days, taking into consideration
the current practices aswell asthe practical difficulties of pastoral
ministry on Sundays, it was suggested that the Constitution Retreat
shdl befivefull days, dongwiththeeveof theretreat and theconcluding
day’smorningliturgy.

Holy Hour and Lectio Divina: During the Holy Hour or Eucharistic
Adoration, Lectio Divinashall be adopted; passagesfrom the CMI
Condtitution and rel evant passagesfromthewritingsof Saint Kuriakose
Elias Chavaracould be used for the purpose. It was advised that Singing
too many hymnsand long commentaries be avoided. The Provincia
Council shall havethefreedom to devise the exact modality of lectio
divinasuitableto the context and nature of participantsof theretreat.
Reading from the Constitution during the Holy Qurbana: In
addition, along with the two readingsin the Holy Qurbana, onemore
reading from the CM| Congtitutions may be considered.

Local Preparation: (1) Reading of the Constitutionsand Directory
shall befacilitatedinloca communitiesandin Zond Gatherings; (2) In
order to make the retreat more effective, it was suggested that the
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literature prepared on the themesfor the Constitution Retreat could
be made available (at least in part) to the Provinces so that reading
and reflection on them could be held either in thelocal communitiesor
inthe zonal gathering, asprescribed by the General Council.
Spiritual Preparation: Prior to the Constitution Retreat, a prayer
shall berecited in the communities of the Provinceinterceding for its
success (A nine-day novenato Saint Kuriakose Elias Chavaraon days
leading up to theretreat will beanideal spiritual preparation for the
retreat.) It will be a good practice, if those who would guide and
participate in the retreat are remembered in prayer. Intercessory
prayers, especidly by the candidatesin our formation houses, especialy
of theaspirants housesand novitiates, shall bearranged. If possible,
wecould dsoenlist theprayer support fromoutsders, including reigious
sistersand lay people.

Responsibility: Organization of the retreat shall be done by the
Provincid.

Presence of the Provincial: The Constitution Retreat aims at
deepening the understanding and appreciation of our Congtitutionsas
well asenhancing the quality of our community living. Thiswill be
better served if the Provincia swill be present during theentireretrest,
alsotofacilitate personal interaction with membersof the Province.
College-Going Scholastics and Regents: College-Going Scholastics
and Regentsin the Provinces shall join theretreats arranged in the
provinces along with priests. They are aso welcome to attend the
retreatsorganizedin CSR (July 9-15, December 1-7) and at Chavara
Hills (September 9-15). For the scholasticsin the major study houses,
therespectiverectorswill take responsibility in planning theretreat.
Retreat Team: It was proposed that retreats shall be conducted by a
team of three or more members of whom one shall be the Retreat
Master, who shall be present throughout theretreat, and therest forming
the team. The Retreat Master, preferably, shall be amember from
another Province; one of thewholeteam, at least, shall befromthe
Province.
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Schedule of Retreats: When al the provincesfinalize the dates, a
collated list of retreatswill be made availableto the membersthrough
their Mgjor Superiors.

| am sure that all members of CMI family will take CMI
Constitution Retreat as a privilege and blessing in order to remain
faithful toour cal and mission. TheMgjor Superiorsand Loca Superiors
shall ensurethat every member getstimeto attend the Constitution
Retreat asitistheir right tolearn, love, and live CMI Congtitution, the
CMI way of life.

May al CMIsbeguided by theoriginal vision and passion of
our founding fathers during the days of retreat! Let uslistentothe
voice of thefounding fathersand mend our waysto be called astheir
worthy followers. May the Spirit that guided our founders accompany
usandinspireusfor afaithful CMI way of life!

Praying for the intercession of our Immaculate Mother of
Carmel and Saint Kuriakose Elias Chavara,

Fr. Paul Achandy CMI
Prior General

*
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CMI Constitution Retreat 2019

14 March 2019
ChavaraHills
Dear Rev. Fr. Provincid
Prayerful Greetingsfrom ChavaraHills!

Thank you so much for your prompt response and keen action
infinalizing the arrangement for CMI Constitution Retreat in your
provinces. | hereby forward the scheduled list of CMI Constitution
Retreatsto be organized in provinces, Major Seminaries and other
centres. Someareyet to finalizethe dates asthey want to organizein
the Diwali/Poojaholidays. Itisgood that members serving abroad
attend theretreat with our communitiesin Indiaasit hasbeen found
more beneficial. Henceyou may givethem the schedule of retreatsin
other provinces and centres. Please make surethat everyoneinthe
province attendstheretreat.

Thankingyou
Fr. Paul Achandy CMI
Prior General

"Here is your father eagerly waiting to receive you with
affectionate love and outstretched arms to embrace you in the
silence and solitude of the retreat.”

Testament of Saint Kuriakose Elias Chavara to his Brethren

[
\ R
b \} 43
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Schedule of CMI Constitution Retreat 2019

Starting Date | Ending Date Province Place

24-03-2019 30-03-2019 TSR Jerusalem retreat centre, Thalore

31-03-2019 06-04-2019 KTM Anugraha Renewal Centre Vazhoor

31-03-2019 06-04-2019 TVM CMI Pruv1_nc1a] House, Chavara
Mount, Thiruvallom

07-042019 [ 13-042019 | MUV NEST, Pastoral Centre,
Muvattupuzha

07-04-2019 13-04-2019 MYS CM Fathers, Retreat House,
Mysuru

14042019 |20-042019 | Dharmaram | Christ University Campus,
Kengeri

23-04-2019 29-04-2019 BIJ Jeevandhara Ashram, Jaiharikhal

05-05-2019 | 11-052019 | MYS CM Fathers, Retreat House,
Mysuru

05-05-2019 11-05-2019 TVM CMI Pruwpma] House, Chavara
Mount, Thiruvallom

13-05-2019 18-05-2019 KOZ Shanthidhara Retreat Centre,

(Morning) (Evening) Valavaval, Wayanad

19-05-2019 25-05-2019 BIJ Jeevandhara Ashram, Jaiharikhal

19-05-2019 25-05-2019 KTM Anugraha Renewal Centre Vazhoor

19-05-2019 25052019 TVM CMI Prcw_n(;la] House, Chavara
Mount, Thiruvallom

26-05-2019 01-06-2019 TSR Jerusalem retreat centre, Thalore

26-05-2019 01-06-2019 Dharmaram | Dharmaram College, Bengaluru

02-06-2019 08-06-2019 Pune Carmel Vidya Bhavan, Pune

07-07-2019 13-07-2019 KOC Sacred Heart Provincial House,
Kalamassery

09-07-2019 15-07-2019 PG CSR Pariyaram

21-07-2019 27.07-2019 col Prqsh:tha Provincial House,
Coimbatore

27-07-2019 02-08-2019 col Prc:_shltha Provincial House,
Coimbatore

08-09-2019 14-09-2019 KOC Sacred Heart Provincil House,
Kalamassery

08-09-2019 14-09-2019 KT™M Anugraha Renewal Centre Vazhoor

09-09-2019 15-09-2019 PG Chavara Hills

CMI Constitution Retreat 2019 ...
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29-092019 | 05102019 |HYD CMI Provincial House,
Bellampally
04-10-2019 10-10-2019 B1J Provincial House, Najibabad
07-10-2019 12-10-2019 KOZ Darsana Retreat Centre,
(Morning) (Evening) Thaliparambu, Kannur
October
October (Diwali/Pooja | BHA & RAJ | Pastoral Orientation Centre, Rajkot
Holidays)
27-10-2019 02-11-2019 CHA Provincial House, Chanda
03-11-2019 09-11-2019 BHO Yesu Ashram, Padariya, Bhopal
24-11-2019 30-11-2019 BHO Yesu Ashram, Padariya, Bhopal
01-12-2019 07-12-2019 PG CSR Pariyaram
02-12-2019 08-12-2019 Wardha Darsana Institute of Philosophy,
Wardha

CMI Constitution Retreat 2019 ...
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Prior Generals and Teams (1855-2019) From History

Fr. Cyriac EliasChavara(1855-1871)

Fr. Cyriac Eliseus Porukara (1871-1885)

Bp. Marceline OCD (Designated) 1885-1887
Msgr. Andrew Aiuti (Delegate) (1887-1891
Cardind Simeoni (1891-1892)

Fr. Bernard OCD (1892-1902)
Fr. Frederick Punchakunnel

Fr. Alphonse Mariam Mukat
Fr. PiusAkara

Fr. Chrysostom Tharavattom

Fr. Alexander Kattakayam (Sr.) 1902-1905)
Fr. Lawrenceof Thresia Peediekal

Fr. Bernard ThomaKayyalakam

Fr. Frederick Punchakunnel

Fr. Geevarghese of John the Baptist

Fr. Alexander Kattakayam (Sr.) 1905-1908)
Fr. Chrysostom of St. Xavier

Fr. Gabrid Pulika

Fr.Basil Thaliyath

Fr.Augustine Thopil

Fr. Basil Thaliyath (1908-1911)
Fr. Alexander Kattakayam (Jr.)
Fr. Chrysostom Tharavattom
Fr. Eliseus Pynadat
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Fr.Basil Thaliyath (1911-1914)

Fr. PlusAkkara

Fr. Alexander Kattakayam (Jr.)

Fr. Stephen Thomas Thayyil

Fr. Antony Joseph Kandathi parampil

Fr. Alexander Kattakayam (Jr.) (1914-1917)
Fr. Gabriel of . Joseph

Fr. Chrysostom of St. Xavier

Fr. Antony of St. Joseph

Fr.Aloysiusof . Maria

Fr. Gabriel Pulickan (1917-1920)
Fr. Louisof Mother Mary

Fr. Frederic of the Sacred Heart
Fr. Eliseusof St. Teresa

Fr. Youseph Augustine

Fr. Alexander Kattakayam (Jr.) (1920—1923)
Fr. Eliso of . Joseph

Fr. Silvestros of Bl. Sacrament

Fr. Franciscos of Immacul ate Conception

Fr. Simon of St. Joseph

Fr.AloysiusNeriamparambil (1923-1926)
Fr. Gabriel of . Joseph

Fr. John of Jesusand Mary

Fr. Alexander of St. Joseph

Fr. Barnabaof . Joseph
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Fr. John BerchmansK oithara (1926-1932)
Fr. Augustine Kuriakose Pattathil

Fr. Gabriel Pulikan

Fr. Silvester Thattil

Fr. Garvase Menamparampil

Fr. Sylvester Thattil (1932-1936)

Fr. John Berchmans of Jesusand Mary
Fr. Luisof St. Joseph

Fr. Romeo of Immacul ate Conception
Fr. Ludvicosof the Mother of Sorrows

Fr. Bartholomew Kaithakary (1936-1942)
Fr. Sylvester of the Bl. Sacrament

Fr. John Berchmans of Jesusand Mary
Fr. Abraham of St. Mary

Fr. Gerard of St. Mary

Fr. John Berchumans (1942-1947)

Fr. Placid of . Joseph

Fr. Gerard of B. V. Mary

Fr. Paviyanosof the Holy Family

Fr. Romeo of Immacul ate Conception

Fr. Vincent of the Bl. Sacrament (1947-1952)
Fr. Arsenius of St. Joseph

Fr. Chrysostom of St. John of the Cross

Fr. Felix of . Joseph

Fr. Maurelius of Sacred Heart
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Fr. Maurus Valiaparampil (1953-1966)
Fr. Goreon of the Sacred Heart

Fr. Athanasius of the Bl. Sacrament
Fr. Cornelius of the Bl. Sacrament

Fr. Doretheus of St. Joseph

Fr. Maurus Valiaparampil (1953-1966)
Fr. Abraham of B. V. Mary

Fr. Gerard of B. V. Mary

Fr. Chrysostm of &. John of the Cross
Fr. Abundiusof Infant Jesus

Fr. Amosof Child Jesus& H. Face

Fr. Canisius Thekkekara (1966-1972)
Fr. RomulusMampuzhakal

Fr. Doratheus Vadakkekudy

Fr. RufinusKunianthodath

Fr. Paulinus Jeerakath

Fr. Havian Vithayathil

Fr. Theobal d Pothanikkad (1972-1978)
Fr. Antony Narithookil

Fr. Joshua Chiramel

Fr. Liguory Mundackal

Fr. PapiasMampra

Fr. Agapitus Thottungal
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Fr. ThomasAykara (1978-1984)

Fr. Vijay Anand Nedumpuram

Fr. Canisius Thekkekkara (Resigned)
Fr. Jos Parackal

Fr. Domitian Manickathan

Fr. Norbert Edattukaran (Substitute)
Fr. Jose FestusMaliekal

Fr. Vijay Anand Nedumpuram (1984-1990)
Fr. J. S. Thekkumkal

Fr. Probus Perumalil

Fr. Joseph Pastor Neelankavil (Elected Bp)
Fr. Hadrian Ambookan (Substitute)

Fr. Raymond M ancheril

Fr. Kurian Machery

Fr. Thomas Mampra (1990-1996)
Fr. Sebastian Poonnoly

Fr. Joseph Kunnath

Fr. Antony Kachappilly

Fr. Zacharias Ka apurackal

Fr. Raphael Pullokkaran

Fr. Alex Ukken (1996-2002)
Fr. JamesAerthayil

Fr. John Naduvathusserry
Fr. Mathew Chalil

Fr. Augustine Keemattam
Fr. Mathew Thayil
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Fr.Antony Kariyil (2002-2008)
Fr. Mathew Kaniyamparampil
Fr. Jose Chittilappilly

Fr. Austin Ka appurackal

Fr. Justin Koyipuram

Fr. Thomas Pulikkan

Fr. Jose Panthaplamthottiyil (2008-2014)
Fr. George Thanchan

Fr. Jose Kuriedath

Fr. Varghese K okkadan

Fr. Joseph Mattam

Fr. Anto Pudussery

Fr. Paul Achandy (2014-)

Fr. Varghese Vithayathil

Fr. George Thanchan (Died 04.07.2016)
Fr. Sgju Chkaackal (25.07.206)

Fr. Sebastian Thekkedath

Fr. Antony Elamthottam

Fr. Johny Edapulavan

*
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FROM CMI ARCHIVES
Notes of the talk from Rev.Fr Thomas Aykara, then Prior
General, during the General Synaxis XXXI, held at Karukutty
in 1980 to finalize the Constitutions.
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When I got oy post, a copy of the papers from the 5. i
Congregation, forwarded by Fr.General to our General Standing
Committee members, I thought it happened by chance. I hed a
cursory look at them. The various documents and the great num-
ber of obser\rations Bave me a rather tiring experience. Uut of
fear of stra.:.n, I abstained from further secrutingy.

But Frifeneral told me yesterday, that the papers had
been sent purposely and that he would like to have my observa-
tions in writing. Hence I went through the papers again more
attentively. Here are my observations.

1. I am immensely happy that the Holy See has honour—
ed us, shown us 2 singular mark of her truzi*c and confidence in
us, and her maternal concern for us.

i.  Bhe has honoured us because:

\ 1)  she bas definitively approved the Consitutions
and the General ftatutes and

2) she has treated us reul adults - matuta children -
because she has given ‘the definitive approbation, even pmvim
to tﬁa .t’ulﬁlment of the condition, fully confident in thu sense
of our ma;pombﬂiw.

ii, m"“imm ug & singular mbrk of her trust and confidense
in us because gha believes that we will "!cee'pt the observations
in the spirit in which they are offered”, and will fulfil the wne
dition duly 1. e.-integrate and incorporate the observations into
the text praciselx as she intends them to Be incorporated.

iii. BShe has given us s mark of her maternal concern for us,
by heving the documents studied by experts and by pointing out
all the relevant observations - & good number of them - which
w‘n} cerfainly help us %o have our Rules perfect in all respecta.

2.  The General Council has risen to the occasion and
ig acting up to the expectations of the floly Bee by appointing
a competent Committee of ten and by helping the Committes in

f ¥ ®¥ery possible way, aven by being present q.% some =éseiona in or=
der to mm. mm and minata the members in the work.
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3.* 'The Ccmm.ttse consists of the membede of tae
General Synaxis that preépared the final draft. (Qley know the
text very well, and have the competence to make the modifivati-
ons, additions or omissions in such a way that the resulting
text may not be mere pateh work but a richer and well-balanced
document, to the satisfaction of the uoly See and the great~
er good of our Cungresah.on.

4, What I can do in this situation is o pray
earnestly, remaining before the Blessed sacrament, when you
are busy with, discovering the will of God in prayerful study
end mutual shering. I have been doing my part and will con-
tinue to do it in all earnestness.

EPW.C-W' -
Fr.Canisius,CMI H I
5-q-1983.

iy
-
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QUR VISION
REFLECTIONS ON THE CONSTITUTIONS
BY GENERAL SYNAXIS CMI 1990,

PREPARING OURSELVES FOR THE TWENTYFIRST CENTURY

The General Synaxis is the authority that “evaluates all

aspects, of the life, apostolate and administration o e Congregatic .

%mm_l_am_policies end makes the necessary provisions for implemen-

ng them."(C, 185) As stated in the first session of the 33rd
General Synaxis,CMI, we have to incarnate the vision of the Consti-
tution renewcd six years ago in the present context, give flesh
and bloed in the light of our experience of these years and make it
provide inspiration for all,androndigeffective our work of evange-
lization. Our main thrust in this ‘Hecade on the eve of the twenty-

" first century is to make our religious Qmihg E‘;‘cgle-mented on
the local, national and iInternational levels. Dras ng deeply from
our triple roots of Oriental, Carmelite and Indian spiritual tradi-
tions, we have to get involved in the concerns and needs of the
pecple dedicating all our resources to their service. We must
further make our apostolic activities really ecclesial by welcoming
genuine leadership from the people and encouraging their active
participation, .

It is the task of the General Synaxis to reflect upon the
provisions of the Constitution in the light of this main thrust of
Ppeople-orientation in preparing ourselves for the twentyfirst
century. In the main areas of religious life, evangelization,
pastoral apostolate, formation and administration we have to list
and clarify the main problems, fix priorities .among them, and for-
mulate policies, so that we can radically change our self-centred
and isclated style of life prececupled with our own security.

There is no doubt that we have gained a great deal through
the renewal meetings in preparation for the revision of the
Constitution, and broken our isclation from the people. But the
change has been too slow. The focus was mostly on community build-
ing and the health of our own community life, and only to a very
small extent outward oriented; and the loosening of structures has
often led to a great loss of religious values and discipline,
dissipation of energles and lack of apostolic effectiveness. This
is mostly because our efforts at people-orientation were withgut
personal conviction™of all concerned and without proper focus. So
what is needed is that a radical change has to be effected in all
the major areas of our religious life, apostolate, formation and
administration, through cleagly formulated policies, Effective
means and standing machinery have to be devised and instituted for
communicating the new vision to all the members. For this we have
to move away from the overly instituticnalistic conception of our
religious life and understand it as a movement, a perpetual sending

the Master. There should be effective methods to see that the
wision and decisions of the general synaxis are communicated to and
actively shared by every member. Each department of the General
Council should have in place an effective core that will constantly
,,,qsuﬁg_mat is happening in the particular field, provide for the
effective execution of policies and maintain continuity in the

process,

Each area has to examine carefully what it can contribute
to the life of the people not only on the local level but also
on the national and international levels, Aetually we share to a
great extent the age old prejudices and petty self-seeking of the
Ppast that prevent us from approaching people of other cultural and

*kH D R
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religious outlock. Here we hove to avoid the extremes: We should
not forget the identity of our religious mission and service and

t dissolved in the majority, nor should we ostracize ourselves
by identifying our message with our cultural straight jacket, we
have to evolve as & chuzch that speaks to itself across cultural,
seeial and religious boundaries, witnessing to.a faith that may be
more characteristic of a-stré m within which we all stand; than it
is of others. - 3 B £ g

In this we have to work in concert with. the episcopate;

Thuoke 15 @ GECWily w---wi wu wopcelve the church as exclusively con-
tained in the narrow confines of the diocesan and parish structures
and to reduce the’ religious to a conditien of mere helpers of the
diocesan eclergy. Our role as religious priests has to be clearly
defined. By our dedication to the church we have a special contri-
bution to make in providing and building'up the intimacy of the
disciples of Christ gathered together’ inctlle wctively pacticipat ing
liturgical community somewhat different from the good .many strangers
and passive recipients that form the bulk of the assembly in a bi,
parish or cathedral liturgy. We also provide the prophetic element
by carrying the Christian message beyond the aries of -the
parish and diccesan communities. There is need of an active dialogur
with the diocesan bishops in order to clarify our duty and right
to form one presbyterate for the service of -the one people, parti-
cipate actively in the planning and execution of various programmes
of apostolate, and maintain our own charism and style even in the
_ 'service of the local church. ; 2i1F i

Finally we have to realize-our duty and responsibility as an
indigenous religious congregation emerging from an apostolic
tradition and evolving in‘a genuinely Indian context to contribute
_our naturally expected share to the common apostolic and prophetic
thrust of a lakh strong Catholic religious of India.  For this apart
from curcommon efforts to enter consciously into the. living voncerns
and struggles of the Church and of the people, we have alschereate
an atmosphere in which indivi“ual charisms will be fostered for the
service of the church and indiyiduals will feel the urge to contri-
bute their best to the common effort. : e

whEk 3 *
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g " RELIGICUS LIFE

1., MEW THRUST: What the dedicated life of the religious does cor i
+ 1te to the Church is the primary question tod.

If formerly what religicus vocation meant for the individual
was tne major concern, today its effectiveness and witness walc. |
occuples the central stage. Religious life by its very nature |
is pro—existence, a life of witnessing to the Gospel. So peop: |
orientation belongs to its very essence, Christ's statement
in his priestly prayer, "I sanctify myself for them" should be

-, the hallmarik n¥ ~r relicious spirituality. The people we are
-ealled upon to serve, their concerns and constraints must con-
stantly help us change our programmes in religious life and
transform its very process. Our vision of religious life and
the mission of witnessing to the Gospels must undergo some
dragtic changes in the context of the people we serve.

2. OUR HISTORY: Tk founders Fathers Palackal, Porukara and Bl,
Chavara were persons inspired by an intense lecve

of God and moved by a deep affection for the Church of St,Thoma:
They respended to the ageold desire for a dedicated life in re-
ligion and chose a path of experience of God and service of
fellow humen beings. and established a "community of love in
the Church"; more as a movement than as an institution to
Justify the status guo. EBl., Chavara undertook all kinds of |
apostolic activities demanded by the need of the people and at |
the seme time as adhering to the Carmelite spirit of prayer,
silence and proclamation of the word. To be attentive to the
call of *he Spirit speaking through the actual needs of the
people should be the main concern of our religicus life.

What steps are we to take to discover the inner spring of this
ongoing movement?

wed
What, inspirat.ons ave we wo draw from our Founders?

3., THE TiDOIAN CONTEXT: In tia socio-cultural, religious, politica’'
economic and ethnic diversity of India, on«
..abiding influence is that of the man of God. But because we do
not seem to teke our religious life seriously our life does not
constitute 4 putent witness. Isolated from the people, concern: .
about our owa security, even if it be primarily on the spiritua’
plane is anachronistic and contradictory. Inward looking and
isolated as we have slowly been changed, our communities have
pecome "tasteless", missing their spiritual flavour.,

What are the practical stcps we can and we must take to improwe
the guality of our communities' spiritual flavour?

COMPLIMENTARIITY OF COMMUNITY AND INDIVIDUALS: The apparent
contradiction
between the interests of the community and the demands of
personal § “filmeni can be resolved only in the one Spirit who
guides all ond the one Word that calls all to action., Communitv
and individuals are both given to each other. Both W toge-
ther, Only an attltude of mutual complimentarity and mutual
responsibilits will contribute towards the healthy growth of

Eut attempts of individuals to escape from community control
formirg registered societies and other artificial means are
indications of insecurity and immaturity on the part of such
persors., Any apostolic activity can have full efficacy and
ron e support of one's brethren, though the
emselves need a sort of autonemy and freedom

Hhk g o
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of action. It is the task of the community to stand behind the
individuals in their activities and make them feel that it-is to
their own advantage and that of the apostolic activity to court
and nurture the approval and support of the community.

What ere the attitudinal c¢hanges we need bring about in our
individual members with initiatives, in our superiors and in
our ities in g al?

ORIENTAL IDENTITY: Religious consecration is essentially eccle-
sial, Our commitment to and love for the

‘oriental heritage cannot be exaggerated. Taking into account

the centrality of Liturgy in religious life and the mission of
the Church it is our community's duty to provide spiritual
leadership in che fields of liturgy and spirituality without
remaining as mere spectators for fear of getting entangled in
the existing controversy.

What kind of leadership can our Congregation give and how?

THE CMI CARMELITE SPIRIT: While adhering to the Carmelite
spiritual tradition we have to empha=
size that the exercise of the zeal of Elias as shown by Bleszsed
Kuriakose Elias Chavara has created special CMI orientation of
Carmelite spirituality. Emerging ocut of his inner contemplation
he reached out to all areas of ecclesial life and needs of the
people and made the living Church the locus and focus of his
encounter with God, Instead of concentrating on a special
function or a particular area of service he contemplated God in
the actual living Church, its complex needs and concerns, This
approach nicely blends and synthesizes the oriental emphasis
on the living and celebrating Church and the Camelite contem-
plative orientation.

How to promote leadership in prayer?
What relevant contributions can we make today?

INSTITUTIONALLon: Heligious life is and should remain a move-
ment, a charismatic expression of the Church,
a flight from the status guo into the future, an image of the
pilgrimage. In this respect our religious vows are expressions
of our wholehearted commitment to the people of God. As a
radical renunciation and a close following of Christ their
ultimate meaning is to show forth the image of a poOst-resurrects=
icn world, Religious chastity is a sign of the new Kin
established in the Risen Christ. Similarly religious poverty
should be a real insertion into the life of the poor, we
renounce worldly goods not only to share goods with all God's
children but also to show forth man's freedom from material
dependencies and one's solidarity with the poor and thus
provide credibility to the Gospel we preach, Religious obedienc
is a quest to realize God's will and rule in this world and
make it His Kingdom. The biggest threat to our religious life
and availability is instituticnalism. Great many institutions
and their innumerable activities keep everyone busy and over-
worked without a proper evaluation of how relevant our activi-
ties are. This makes us unavailable to people when they need us

How do we make our institutions more open to the people around
us?
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REGIONALISM: Consecrated totally and unconditionally as we are

and made available to our brethren without any
distinction of place of origin or group we happen to belong to,
we are called upon to serve the Church in global, national, and
local settings. A serious threat to the Kingdom of God we seek
to present is regionalism :nd other fomms of bias and discri-
mination. Reglonalism is based mostly on material concerns of
economic advantage, institutional prestige and craving for
office and power. Such bias reflects the primal emotion aroused
by the love ol wuc & owin guoup. It is a return to a childish
division of everything into black and white, good and bad, and
such bias is particularly evident among pecple who suffered
emoticnal neglects as children. When prejudices lead the way
primal feelings are at play., Anonymity in identification with
a group of clique unleashes the viciousness in individuals. In
adulthood some pecple regress to this cli’<l.l. slaic of emotlonal
split with intense love for one's own group and an intense
hatred for another group. Important question for us is how can
we mobilize the resources of religiocus spirituality to counter-
act such emotional regression and persuade pocuple to resolve
conflicts through collaboration, There is no use ignoring the
problem and sweeping it under the rug, nor being eatisfied with
temporary adjustments and compromises. Only by patiently
exploring the underlying causes and finding solutions in which
no one has to lose can lasting peace be achieved.

where do we find the root cause of regionalism? What are the
solutions?

RESPONDING RELIGIOUS COMMUNITY: A religious community is not

an elitist group turned inward
into itself, concerned only with its stability and security,
and the perfection only of its members, not a church within the
Church, but an intensive expression of the Church itself, the
pecple of God with a mission to all the people God loves, that
means all. Hence the priorities in our self orientation should
be hospitality towards all God's children; celebration of all
in Christ through a living, intelligent and intelligible
liturgy, concern for the actual problems and needs of the
people, a sense of belonging, ownership and mission and the
readiness to respond to emerging new situations with imagination
and originality in the spirit of faith. For this our community
needs (a) an ongoing evolution of its spiritual vision, (k) a
continuing theological development that enables it to articulate
its vision, (c) an awareness of the actual problems and speci-
fic issues in our immediate context, not evil in general but
the specific plague, (d) an action-oriented programme of faith,
and, (e) a dialectical approach to the solution of problems
in collaboration with all agencies for good,.

EROSION OF VALUES: What we often observe today is an erosion

of values of religious supported as they
were by an out dated monastic structure, FPrayer, poverty,
simplicity, silence, hardwork, loyalty to the community and
obedience to authority, all vital to religious life were nur-
tured by an elitistic community framework which has become
obsolete in the modern climate of the equality of all God's
children, But what actually happenec was that cne threw out
the baby along with the dirty water.

How can we maintain and foster those values in the new
situation of openncss to the world and to all God's children?
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11, FAITH-VISION: As religiocus we cannot be satisfied with the new

__social values alone, though they are good and |

positive. We will be left with a shallow humanism. . If they :

* should foster our ‘ruligiocus life they should be part of a faith-

vision founded in the new order established in the' Risen Christ.|

Only by locating our fellow human beings, their problems and !
immediate concerns in the context of the new earth and new

heavens restored in christ our going to the world and the

marginalized in a spirit of service yleld religious fruits,

 How can we revitalise our communities and instituticons in order
to radiate the "Divine" that must envelope us? 7

12, PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS: Taking stock of the manifold changes
. and drastic transformations taken place
in the life-style and apostolate of our Congregation, tne
following five areas of religious life shall arrest our special
- attention during the next session cf the General Synaxis:

(1) Evangslizat.ioﬁ-orientad religious life
(2) People's participation in all our undertakings

(3) Cultivate a sr.;.l:ituality that is more personal and
' ‘regpunsibleé . ¢ ; ;

(4) Renew the vision and life-style of.our congregation in the
light of the social reallir.y of India. .

(58) HNew.orientations for a new type of communities and
" community life in'the context of our extensive evangeli-
zation works. f
i R o
RELIGICUS FORMATION .

. The most crucizl ares in religious renewsl is that formation
of: the younger membeérs of the Congrogation. - The basic principle
of formation is one's identification with Christ and liis mission
from the Father for the salvation of humanity. The main points

to be emphasized ih our formation programmz are presented below.

"1, PORMATION TN THE CHARISM OF OUR COMMUNITY:

Formation like conversion is to & great extent a matter of
imagination and heart, and rcason comes in to confirm and support
the decision made by the heart. 5o, even though the logical
order is personal following of Christ, 'attachment to the Ghureh
and loyalty to the religious family one chooses the pedagogieal
order is different, One's spirituality has to be intimately
related to the way one relates to one's bfothers and sisters.
Hence priority should be given to the special charism of the
religious community, which indicates the conerete manner in
which Gospel values arc realized, First comes one's active
participation in the life and style of the immediate cultural
context provided by the religious community. ™o give one a
general formation to pries.hood or religious life and expect him
to be automatically integrated to our religious fraternity is
unrealistic, Hence our primary emphasis in fofmation should be
that the candidates identify themsclves with the vision ang
gpirit of our Congregation exemplified-in the life of Blessed
Chavara and the other founding fathers,

kka ] K
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2. REMEDIAL FORMATION:

our formation should be tailored to the actual needs of our
members. The candidates to cur congregation bring from their
family background plenty of personal values like humility,
obedience, loyalty and truthfulness. We have to acknowledge,
however, that the same backyround is rather deficient in commu-
nity values both interpersonal and transpersonal like brother—
hood, justice, openness, service, witness and forgiveness,
without which neither community life nor proper service of the
people is possiolie, IUhe hidden personal agenda of candidates
need careful exploraticn and correction from the wvery beginning.
Our community has to make sure that its future members are not
motivated by a desire to escape family troubles, a concern for
material security, and search for careerism, prestigd and
position. Likewise fear complexes, over dependence on others
and lack of sincerity and honesty can be gciidus JiLoiauats 1L the
way of imbibing authentie religicus values. We should not hesi-
tate to mske use of proper psychological screening and other
modern technigues to discern the authenticity of candidates'
religious vocation.

3. BUILDING UP PERSONALITY:

Even from the stage of aspirants our formation scheme should

..emphasize the personal worth of every individual, the vital role
each one has to play in the smooth functioning of the community
and the effective fulfilment of apostolate, very much like the
parts of a clock or the organs of our own body. Ewven at this
initial stage each one shou.d be encouraged to recognize and
cultivate leadership qualities and making full use of the guidance
of the Director and the teachers appreciate and foster the
religicus wocation.

4. TIME FOR NOVITIATE:

The most serious problem at the novitiate stage iz the relative
immaturity of the candidates. It is alleged that they do not
have the inteliiccucl preparation to understand the subtle
spiritual meaning of religious life, nor tha psychological
maturity to make the radical decigion for a celibate life, There
is a strong suggestion that the novitiate programme be postponed
till after the candidates do their philosophy course or at least
college. The main reaspon for the suggestion is that young pecple
do not attain the psychological maturity to make their commitment
through the religious vows, nor sense of responsibility nor the
adulthood to make their decision about religious celibacy. In
all other areas of life like marriage and professions greater
learning, age and maturity are demanded today.

Againgt this is the practical consideration that if these
candidates live such a long period as mere aspirants or postu-
lants without proper religicus training the period itself may be
deleterious and people may take religious for granted., At a
later stage we may not get any candidates. On the other hand,
even though the cholce to enter religious life with which
novices come to us is a radical break with the world it is a sloy
process of growth and realization, and the long period of tempo-
rary profession gives sufficient opportunity to examine experi-
entially the new life one is embracing and both on the part of
the individual and of the community there is enough epportunity
to change the decision,

L A
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VESTITION:

Closer to the same concern is the suggestion that religious habit
should be given only after the novitiate as in most religicus
congregations. Novitiate itself is a time to examine and decide
about entering religicus life and one becomes a religious only
through the religious vows. One who wears the religious habit
before religious training only pretends to be a religious, and

it makes leaving in case onc decides to do so, more difficult,

On the other hand the objac:ion to vestition at the time of ent-
ering the novitiate seems to come from too legalistic a concept-

" ion of religious life. Eastern Christian thought and Indian

perspéctive consider entering religion a slow and gradual process.
One starts with a sudden total break with the world in one's
exterior, shaving the head, weering a special garb and the like.
Besides the religious dress may help to expurience tevcer the
religious fellowship.

LITURGICAL AND ORIENTAL FORMATION:

Our novitiate formation should place special emphasis on litur—
gical formation particularly in the spirit of our Oriental
tradition, A theoretical discussion of liturgy, the historical
evolution of liturgical forms and texts and the like can be and
should be postponed to the stage of theological studies., There
is, however, the worshipping level where liturgy is perceived as
a joyful celebration of our faith. For this one should have
some understanding of the symbolic structurc of our Qurbana and
other liturgical texts. Thore should be alsc a spiritual level
at which a transition is made from the Liturgy of the altar to
the liturgy of the heart, from which nourishment for spiritual
life is drawn. & special emphasis should be placed also on the
Oriental character of our religious life through a reading of
books like the Philokalia, Bassages from Sshadona, St,Ephrem -and
others. Even without any theorctical discussion these texts cen
impart to the novices the flavour of Oriental spirituality,

FORMATION IN WdZ STUDY HOUSE:

All should pay sericus attention to the findings of the recent
survey conducted among the staff and students of Dharmaram
College and those outside in some way connected at one time with
the college. Some 80% of both staff and students feel that
Dharmaram does provide a firm philosophical, theological and
spiritual formation, At the same time, however, a relative
majority of both staff (62%) and students (37.5%) say that study
of theoclogy does not help the students to ocvolve a perscnalized
theological vision that would enable them to interpret the
realities and problems of life. 60% of the students express
satisfaction with the present system of spiritual directien,
but 50% of the staff and of respondents from outside find it
inadequate.

52% of the staff and 70% of the students as well as those out-
side state that Dharmaram formation does not make students aware
of the apostolic challenges and possibilities of the church in
India, 50% of the staff and 72% of the students admit that
pharmaram formation docs not provide emoticnal maturity, and
35% of thce staff and 65% of the students feel that Charmaram
does not develop leadership qualitivs. Many express the opinior
that lack of froedom with responsibility coupled with the
dominance of rules and regulations is the basic reason for this

ik g ok
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failure. In fact 42% of the staff and 79% of the students state
that there is overemphasis on rules and regulations owing to the
large size of the community, lack of trust in the students and
the legalistiec cutlock of formation perscnnel. While a relative
majority of the staff feels that there is healthy community life
in Dharmaram, 28% of the ste3f and 60% of the students think the
opposite is the case. The reasons indicated for the lack of
healthy community life are narrow provincial and regional loyal-
ties, large siZe of the community and lack of participation of
students in the planning and formulating of policies on matters
that have direct bearing on the students.

Perhaps the most crucial factor behind this general malaise

must be the lack of a unified vision among both staff and students.
50% of the staff and 52% of the students say there is no unity

of vision about studies, 37% of both stafl ... - i
there'is no unificd vision on diseipline and 75 tate that there
is no gcommon vision on the liturgy.

In the light of these facts specific steps may be taken to remedy
these shortcomings. A few are here indicated.

a) What stands in the way of the attainment of psychological
maturity for our students is lack of confidence in themselves
. and in their ability to express themselves, and absence of any
# [ «v: .active role in organizing their lives in view of their future
apostolate. Students who show a lack of ability to express
their ideas with confidence and competence should be asked to
take at the very beginning a remedial course in composition,
_Even in subjects in which the main emphasis is on content,
high marks should not be given without correct grammar, syntax
and style, since the matter is not for personal benefit but
for responsible communication of God's people.

b) Each student should be given sufficient opportunity to spell
_out and develop his ideals and lifc goals in open dialogue
with his guides. Besides the Section Master, and the Senior
Tutor for each province, each student should be assigned a
faculty-advisor, in consultation with whom he will be able to
organize his studies, These three guides should individually
write objective reports about the performance of each student,
highlighting his strengths and weaknesses. These reports
should be made available to the students and he should be
given a chance to explain himself and his plans before a com-
petent panel, which need not be composed of the same guides.

) The great number of students in Charmaram is the main reason
for the anonymity of students and lack of personal attention
to them, It is impossible for one Rector to pay personal
attention to each student. More than 60% of both staff and
students express the opinion that the present division into
sections is not effective. Lack of freedom and authority
for the Master is the main reason pointed out. The only
adequate solution is to give virtual autonomy to each section
as an independent house, and make it competcnt to decide its
own programmes within certain wide parameters, Comparison
among sections there will be, but each section should opt to
decide what is best for it, as far as possible in conformity
with others., The Rector should function mure or less as a
major superior, Though he will have the authority to intar-
vene especially in an cmergency or sericus question, there
must be the clear understanding that he will not normally
interfere.
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d) The existence of St,Thomas' parish attached to Dharmaram is a
great epportunity for our students for pastoral initiation.
The parish priest will be generous to assign to each section
as number of wirls for original planning and action for the
Spiritual development of those wards. Care should be taken
that all students of each section get involved in imaginative
and dedicated parish service.

e) The mose serious obstacle in the way of active assimilation
of wvalues by siudlents is thoe spoon feeding method and the
plethora.of courses in the traditional seminary curriculum,
In a survey of 933 seminarians of South India, 798 (80.1%)
felt that there ware too many courses and not enough time for
reflection and assimilation. In humanities including various
topics of philosophy and thecology in which information can be
easily gained from books and other sm:re-=, c¢lass xoom locoturs
can be reduced a great deal, and they too made to focus on a
critical evaluation of the material assigned, so that the
students gain a critical formation in sorting out and inte-
grating material in the particular subject, rather than a
lost of raw encyclopedic information about it. Examinations
should focus on the students' knowledge of the subject and
the field rather than matter covered in class-room lectures,

£

Isolation of philosophy and theology from empirical sciences
and the field of actual apostolate is the main source of the
lack of apostolic awsreness among the students. Integration
of philosophy to college studies is 'a healthy transition from
outdated abstract thinking to a practical humanistic orienta-
tion, The specific methods, however, of both philosophy and
theclogy should be clearly distinguished from those of the
empirical sciences. But as a corrective to the isolated
nature of theology at the beginning of each semester there
may be a week of exposure and orientation to subjects of
immediate relevance to our apostolate such as sociology,
counselling and parish administration, for each class of
students, under the leadership of experts in those fields.

g) MISSIONARY FORMATICN:

The best positive means to revitalize our formation is to
give it clear direction and purpese. If the students are
directed to prepare themsclves for specific fields of aposto-
late they will have a better incentive to discipline them-
selves in view of their apostolic mission, Indian society
with its religious and cultural pluralism and deep religiodi-
sity must define our formation as religious in India, In this
society a quest for the transcendent is coupled with deep
social and economic injustice. So our students should have a
decp solidarity with the poor along with the spirit of the
beatitudes and a concern for universal brotherhood,

CONCLUSIULH

In the past our members were trained with the vision of a
closely knit, self-contained and inward-oriented community
under the leadership of our superiors. Today the vision of
our life resembles that of the disciples of Christ crossing
the troubled waters with Christ in a bhoat tossed about

storm, We are deeply concerned about and committed to a world
of poverty and suffering and every aspect of our life should
bear out the sincerity of our commitment, We want to be poor
because ve want to share the limited and ever diminishing
roesources of this world with our fellowmen and give credi-
pility to the Gospel we preach.
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WORK OF EVANGELIZATION

As disciples of Jesus we have received Christ's own mission
from the Father to establish God's rule and kingdom in the world.
For this we must have a total vision of our mission and a definite
plan both long-range into the future as well as oriented to the
immediate context of our activities. We have to be very grateful
to the picneers of our mission work like Bishop Januarius and
Bishop Clement and we have to acknowledge the great strides we have
taken in evelving our own missionary style and developing several
new missionary methods.

Still there remain several contradictions and problems that
we have to face and resolve in our own minds at first. A survey
. and several seminars pinpointed a good numher of problem= in mur
mission work, But so far sufficient steps have not been taken in
the executive line to resolve those problems, and without an
earnest effort to come to grips with the problems all our study
will be an exercise in futility. J

1, CHURCH AND KINGDOM: According to the basic laws of the
Kingdom, the principles of collegiality and subsidiarity, so much
emphasized by Vatican II, we should assume an active responsibility
with regard to the mission and should get actively involved in its
planning and influence even the bishops according to the charisms
of the Spirit we receive,

OUR STYLE OF LIFE SHOULD CHANGE: In response to the call
the mission, A&t present our style of life seems to be only a pro-
longation of the "Church life", lived in obedience to the rules and
regulations stipulated by our Constitution, which only reflect the
"demands" of the Church on us. Thereby we contribute only little
towards the spread of God's Kingdom on earth, The CMI presence
has become very negligible in any of the pioneering fronts of God's
Kingdom, be it that of social justice, effective and meaningful
communication of God's word translating life and theology in our
actual social and cultural situation. This needs effective training,
freedom, initiative, intellectual and moral strength to work in
collaboration with other transformative agencies. :

2. WE SHOULD BECOME TRULY QRIENTALS: The real problem is
that we are presenting a church shaped in the pyramidal structure
of authority of the Roman law to a people whose socio-political
conception of the sacral community was shaped by the organization
of Vedic sacrifice., Though the Oriental ecclesial structure may
be closer to the Indian samgha, our whole formation and thinking
has been within the structure of Canon Law and some of us are
more Roman than the Romans themselves in the interpretation of
rules and regulations.

3, WE SHOULD MAINTAIM OUR CULTURAL IDENTITY: In this
connection we have to consider the case of a good number of our
members who live and work in the First world countries, and their
stay there can no longer be considered a transitional one. There
is, however a danger that these may act as a sort of pipeline not
only for importing money but also as unwitting medium for passing
on outdated and disused Western World ideas to Asian countries
owing to the assumed domination of Western culture. To remedy
this we have to evolve life styles and discipline by which our
brethren can lead the CMI life wherever they are and even act as
ambassadors of our culture with relevance, meaning and a positive
contribution to the West as well, At the same time becoming all
things to all we should adapt ourselves to the actual conditions of
the local church we serve without imposing on it our cultural pre-
conceptions,

wik 17

March 2019; No. 241 I 197



| &::0EAPIMEMIO |

4. DIALOGUE IS THE LANGUAGE or EVJ!_N‘GEII‘ZJ\

Church is rapidly moving from a culturally monoeent:
church into a culturally polycentric world churd
antagonism is pulled into the centre of ecclesia ]
World countries are to a great extent victims of the Western o
The old conception of society zs a uniform fabric is replaced by
the actual criss-crossing integration of diverse intimate communi-
ties with their own unigue structures. The universal church is the
communion of individual churches, and the world church itself
becomes to & ceriadn encent incarnate in world religions, bpartial
manifestations of the one divine economy of salvation., . In this
context the task of Christian missions is not to substitute the
Western cultural version of Christianity in theiplace of Indian
religious cultures, but first to make explicit and expand what is
implicit in the faith of all believers, Hindus, Muslims and even
the so called atheists alike. Dialogue iz rat - “a-hnigae 45 |
getting conversions but rather the fellowship of believers. But
only through dialogue may our unigue message in Christ be comfuni-

cated to others.

8

5.  WE NEED A MISSICN- ORIENTED THEOLOGY: Theclogical activity |
understood as a mere subjectifying of the objective contents of |
revelation cannot any longer satisfy the demands of our life-situa- 1
tiong in our country. If active theclogy is to bacome an effective
means for us to re-enact in us the mystery of Christ's suffering,
death and resurrection, we have really to get involved in ralsing
our country from the shackles of poverty and oppressiocn to the glory
of allround freedom and victory. This entails that we present and 4
subject the Indian social and cultural situation to theological
reflection, rather than merely apply to it "Roman" pronouncements
and textual interpretations of Scripture. We may then need to
induct people with a diversity of experience, involvement and vision
into our theology staff, A4t present our staff is too monolithic
to meet the intellectual challenges of a pluralistic and rapidly
changing world.

6. OUR THEOLOGY SHOULD BE ACTION ORIENTED: In facing our
world of suffering we cannot go with a theoreticians' approach to
problems, equisped with = theology from above. We have to view the
world and society through the eyes of its viectims, the real anavim,
the expleoited and downtrodden. As Buddha saw it, ours is a broken
world of greed and suffering, being built up by people who make it
up. In this perspective divine revelation itself is God's judge-
ment of an evil world and God's gracious presence to the world a
source of transformation and new life, Our basic policy should be
a preferential option for the marginalized and solidarity with the
victims of the present order. Notfing the openness of history to
human sin, on the one hand, and to God's grace on the other, with a
certain suspicion of traditicnal morality including Christian valuess
we have to call for a radical conversion. If Christ's cross and
resurrection means anything for the world we have to raise the cone=
sciousness of people and formulate a policy aimed at the total
liberation of man alsc from his present eccnomie and socilal

condition,

7. WE SHOULD DISCERN OUR EMERGING MISSIONARY STYLE: In the
last guarter century or more of our adventure into the mission fiaeld
there have emerged several distinctive notes of our missionary style.
As missionariés hailing from tne genuine Indian soil we have
preserved with deep respect the authentic cultural values of peoples
We have alse placed great emphasis on India's mystical dimension
and endeavoured to provide leadership in praver. But we have done
yery little to discern and develep these elements of our style and
partieular orientation of mission work. We have to evolve consei-
ousgly a cummon missionary polacy for the whole of India in

®xk 13a%
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continuity with the missionary ideals of Buddhism and of the Hindu
Acharyas. We have to listen to the call of the Spirit and evolve
practical methodologies as partners with the church, pecple and
society in spreading the Good News.

8. WE HAVE TO CREATE NWEW APPROPRIATE IMAGES: Conversion
is more a matter of imagination, heart and feeling; reason and
rational arguments come only to support and confirm the change of
heart. This is why the images we present are very important.
Christ himself pubstituted new images in the place of the old. In
the place of ritual and the six hundred and thirteen prescriptions
of the law he inculcated the images of the sower and the seed, f
the treasure hidden in the field, the wise virgins over against
the foolish, the widow's mite over against the legalism of some
scribes and the like. Hence the task of evonreliraticr i o
present potent images that will convey the Gospel values over
against the fascination that wealth, power and pleasure hold for
human hearts. Our missiology centre Poornodaya should consider
one of its principal tasks to helfl us with such images after
assessing the concerns and aspirations of the people today.

9, CHRISTIANITY IS ESSENTIALLY PREACHING CHRIST: Religious
pluralism is an important problem and a serious challenge to our
mission work. Christianity like all other religions cannot pretend
to be an ontology of God. Pluralism suppeses that each religion
has its own unigue ge to o icate,  The # 1 role of
Christianity is to preach Christ, Christ is not only the fullness

£ the divinity manifested to the world, but also the revelation

f{z‘-man of his own authentic humanity, Christ provides an anthro=-
pology of man for God. Christisn mission is essentially kerygma
and dlakonia, proclamation of the great deeds of God for humanity
in Christ, and the service of its gathering up as God's Kingdom.
The unigue message of salvation proclaimed in Christ is that human
beings are not called to a pur:ly creaturely end, but to actual
fellowship with the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. In the
prevailing confusion about the theological meaning of evangelization
we have to reempasize this unigue scope of Christian evangelization
within the eommon guest for Truth sharad by all religions.

10, WE SHOULD MAINTAIN OUR GENUINE MAR THOMA TRADITION:
In spite of the missionary zeal of St,Thomas the Apostle we have
to recognize the fact that caught in the caste hierarchy the
gt ,Thomas Christians did not live up to the missionary ideal of
their ecclesial tradition. Besides, the ideal for the East in the
matter of spresding the Word was not militant corquest of peoples
and nations but one of silent communication, onz community of faith
giving origin to another community of faith. Maintaining this
Eastern ideal we hawve to build up in ourselves and the people we
gerve a deep concern not to keep their faith as a secrat for
themselves but to communicate it to others. Even in keeping the
integrity of our ritual tradition we have to make it clear
that even the Gospel is not a closed messageé but that it is addre~
ssed to ever changing contexts and situaticns. Conversion itself
is not a passive acceptance of faith but a pesitive response to
revelation bringing to it all the wealth of one's religious and
cultural background,

11, IN ACTUAL PRACTICE WE HAVE TO SHOW THAT RITUAL

FLURALISM IS AN ASBET TO EVANGELIZATION: Since thae
unigue Catholie church exists in individual churches and formed
out of them, the distinetion of individual churches should not be
considered a purely organizational and historical development,
The individual ehurches are pert of the historical reality of the
Church and the particular traditions axpressions of the one

' ~ LR OE
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Tradition. We are not proclaiming an abstract doct

Word of God manifosted in history, So at the sama zixnn: g:tfggh_
. fully maintaining the integrity of our ccclesial tradition, other

rites should b2 seen as dimensions of our own Church, .

12. FOREIGHN PROJECTS ONLY TO THE EXTENT THEY ENCOURAGE

LOCAL RESOURCES: Developmental projects that cover
vast areas and are funded by the Government or by foreign agen—
cies have a ole o loy in raizing the consciousness and self-
image of the pecple. The Gospel is proclaimed to the poor net to
keep them in their poverty but to give them a sense of freedom and
dignity and to ompower them to establish God's rule and kingdem in
all aspects of their life, So our policy should be that such
projects never exceaed the planning and organizing capabilities of
the people and smoother their initiative k=en +ham ner-etually
dependent on outside resources. The main ccncern should be to
digeover and develop leadership within the communitics thomselves
at the samc time as maintaining striet accountability.

13. TRUE EVANGELIZATION IS INCULTURATION: Evangelization
is communicating the Gospel message as something fundamental to
the meaning of life to a people. For this Church itself should
become part of the culture of the people, and Christian faith
itself becomes the response to their actual concerns, problems and
prioritics., Only by getting decply involved in the concerns and
issues of actual life.can we incarnate the Gospel and contextua-
lize it. But culture itself is limited owing to the physical
environment, ideology and limited resources. 80 at the same time
as meditating on the Gospel as answer to one's cultural CONCerns,
one has also to be critical of those very concemns and ask whether
't.hay are in tune with authentic humanity and sound rationalj,ty,

14, GOSPEL SHOULD BEE PREACHED THROUGH A PRi!FBRmTIN..

OPTION FOR THE PLOR: The keynote of evangelization
is that the Good Kews is proclaimed to the pobr. So our mission
should project the different dimensions of evangelical poverty.
There is a compassionate option for the poor through works of
charity and alms giving. e_a ical option for the poor ecalls
for the simple life in solidarity with the poor in total relainee
on God, The "mission option” for the poor is manifested in the
simple, was‘mv@ﬂsrrﬂﬁrs and bishops that increase the
credibility of their message. Above all these evangelization
requires from us a “preferential option for the poor which is a
double commitment, implicit in Christian discipleship, to look
upon society from the perspective of the victims of society, the
poor and the marginalized. In our mission work we shall emphasize
that this option has meaning for all, including the poor, who
should reeognize God's presence among them, opt for themselves
and overcome the false and degrading self-understanding dubbed
on them by the dominating culture.

CONCLUSION: MISSION IS A COLLECTIVE SEARCH FOR TRUTH:
Perhaps what is most important in cur mission work is the need
to demystify it and show it as the common conczrn of all human
endeavour. Christian message is not an esoteric doctrine but
innate desire of all ereation to return to its origin through
its own proper acts. 7The Sci of God became man to facilitate
this return to the Patier through the Word made flesh., The
mission is the commen endeavour of all humanity to pull down
the walls and barriers that cbstruct our vision. The incarnate

*ik 18 &
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Word is hiding behind every human concern and the Spirit working
in the heart of every individuval. So evangelization, discovering
and proclaiming the Good News has to be the soul of every social,
eultural, educational and political activity, common to Chris::.ans
and non-Christians alike

SPECIFIC MINISTRIES

Pastoral service of the people is the apostolic field in
which a majority of the members of the CMI congregation is actually

engaged. As a religicus i+ ion with hers doing parish
work in several parts of the world we have to, demelnp and spell
out & common style and focus for pastoral o ™ [

against our Indian and Carmelite background laadership 1n prayer.
As an eminent theologian has said "the Christian of the future.has
.to be a mystic or he is nothing”. Hence the recent shift of focus
from the large community to the gencration of small, basic, inten-
tional commnities with an emphasis on adult education and develop=
ment of family conscicusness in ministry.

Our general policy in pastoral ministry should be draw
closer to the families, spiritually strengthen them and build up
community, acting as leaven in the mass.

In the light of above considerations the following specific
recommendations are made,

1.  PASTORAL

a) At least one solemn, well organized and well participated
eucharistic celebratiun has to be a daily event in all cur
chapels and churches, with a short homily, a few minutes of
reflection, spontanecus and relevant interecesscry prayers,
singing, with adaptations suited to groups and occasions.

b) The annual feast of Pentecost should be celebrated with
solemn liturgy, agape, scme cultural programmes and a got-
together of our benefactcors with a cup of tea, Since it is
our mission day a collection should ke tazken for the
missicns..

¢} Following the footsteps of our founder Bl.Chavara we should
encourage and foster family unions and get-togethers on the
basis of blood relationship and friendship. Prayer therapy,
group counselling, bed side counselling and similar mini-
stries may be attached to such reunions. Wherever possible
some liturgical celebraticn also is advisable.

One or two rooms have to be set apart in all our houses for
laity, particularly couples who earn for solitude and
prayer. e must consider it a privilege that they share the
table with us,

4

Get-together of diccesan pricsts in the vicinity as well ag
members of other religious fanilies on special occasions

of prayer and celebrations in our houses is highly recomm-
ended, This may be organized alsoc in the form monthly
recollections for all togethor with us. The pmviaions of ,
the papal document "mutuae relationes” may be considered
very helpful in this respect. The kilshops of the localjey
also may be invited to these gatherings.

*hw 15
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f£) Encouraging the trend of the times we should encourage and
help to eryanize Bible study groups, group prayer meatings
and therapeutical singing. 1In this we should give special
emphasis to the new ventures such as Vachana Vedi, Gospel
Mission and Dharma Vahini,

We should also organize special training programmes for
retreat preachers and provide them with ample opportunities
to acgu-int themselves with modern techniques and methods.

g

2, EDUCATION

a) Besides conducting our educational institutions to provide
quality education special talks and programmes shonld ba
arranged both for students and teachers. In the light of
the history of our educational institutions special effort
should be made to develop and formulate our own special
charism in the educational apostolate, which is community
centred and family oriented. Further programmes have to
be planned for final year students of our educational
institutions. Our cultural centres can render special
help in organizing such programmes.

b} Talented students, gifted teachers and professionals should
reqularly sought out and helped to boost their efficiency
and profficiency. In this way we must endeavour to build
up future leadership for the society.

c) Modern methods and approaches have to be increasingly made
use of in our religicus instruction, moral classes and
spiritual retreats in our educaticnal institutions.

d) Our educational institutions should undertake with the help
of teachers and students some programmes for adult educat-
ion and basic literacy training.

Closely related to general literacy is communication of
basiec knowledge of law essential for all citizens.

—

e

3. YOUTH PROGRAMMES

a) wherever possible youth groups with specific activities
have to be organized under the auspices of our houses with
one of our fathers as director, But these should not
appear as rival groups competing with the diocesan youth

| organizations. They should be basically Christian groups

i standing above rite, sex and political parties,

Selected representatives of these groups may come together
i annually for a regional gathering and once in two years
: in All Kerala celebration., These groups, if possible may
! be put in contact with our missions too. Cultural exchan-
gos and group visits may be arranged among the different
groups.

A house in each province may be designated as the centre

b)
for the youth activities of the province to provide
leadership te the various local groups.

¢) The aims and objectives of our youth work must be primarily
the integral development of the person rather than the

execution of sveial work projects.

*kk 1T *
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d) Fostering of religicus walues appropriate to the needs of
the youth should be one of the priorities in our ministry
for the youth.

Altar boy's asscciations traditional to our houses should
be rejuvenated and promoted with relevant reform where
necessary.

el

4 SOCIAL APOSTOLATE

a) An objective evaluation of the apdstolic relevance of the
major social work projects and programres of our congre-—
gation is felt to be useful and necessary.

b) As part of our healing ministry it mav he ownorture t~ -jvs
greater emphasis to chaplainship in hospitals and jails.
In this area we have to introduce new methods of contact
and help. A few senior members of our community are already
working in this field.

¢) Our approach and attitude toward genuine radical movements
should be one of sympathy, support and participation. A
few individuals with specizal charism for it may be even
encouraged to gain direct experience with the working of
these movements.

d) Public accountability demands that CMI social activities
and projects annually publish an accurate account of their
finances, indicating our own contribution to these projects.

We must foster in the places of our influence neighbourhcod
social groups open to all irrespective of caste and crecd.

A group cailed "Ayalkootam" functioning around, Ambalapuzha

under the leadership of a Hindu may be indicated as a model
for such groups. .

a,

5. CULTURAL AND DIALOGUE CENTRES

a) Since our cultural centres have proved to be o very succos-
ful form of apostolate, wherever possible we should start
such centres with activities most suited to each locality.
Instead of restricting themselves toc a few loctures and the
appearance of a few eminent pecple on special cccasions, we
should promote activities that will promote the active
participation of pecple and bring to focus their actual
problems and concertis.

Each house should endeavour to have attached to a small
library and a reading room with reading material suited
for the mental development and dissemination of general
knowledge for the benefit of the genersl public,

b

we should encourage also inter-religicus dialogue which

is the response of Christian faith to God's saving presence
in the religious traditions of mankind. It must focus on
the meeting of people at as intimate a level as possible
to face human problems and concerns £rom a perspective of
faith even though from the divergent view points of
different faith traditions.

c,

wkk 13’*
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Anusmridhi - 47

Early Developments of CMI Constitutions
Fr. Lucas Vithuvattical CMI

Thisarticlewaswritten by Late Fr. LucasVithuvattickal CM
in 2003. Now it ispublished by Fr. Thomas Panthaplackal CMI inthe
context of our constitution retreat as this article was not published
before by the author

Chief Editor

An evaluative article on the development of our CMI
constitutions was written by the late Rev. Fr. Lucas Vithuvattickal
CMI . Now itisgoodtoread thearticleasweare preparing ourselves
for the congtitution retreat. Fr. Lucas Vithuvattickal and Fr. Mathias
Mundadan were appointed to write the detailed biography of St.
Kuriakose Elias Chavara, our founder, by the 2002 general synaxis.
Thethen Prior General appointed me a so to work with theteam for
writing the biography of St. Chavara. As we three proceeded in
collecting the detailsfor the matter, Rev. Fr. Lucaswasinstructed to
prepare the historical development of our CMI congtitutions. For Fr.
L ucas, the postulator for the cause of St. Kuriakose Elias Chavarafor
long, was an expert in preparing this particular matter. He prepared
the matter and entrusted it to us. Fr. Mathias could add only thetime
table of the Mannanam community in the biography of St. Chavara.
Sincethe copy of thisarticlewaswith me, | thought of publishingitin
the name of Rev. Fr. Lucas, asastudy material for the constitution
retreat. Itisalso atribute to Rev. Fr Lucasfrom my part as| could
learn many thingsabout St. Kuriakose Eliasfrom him.

Fr. Thomas Panthaplackal CMI
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Firgt Congtitutions(1831-1855)

Weread in the chroniclesthat Fr. Kuriakose Elias Chavara
had submitted, at the demand of the vicar Apostolic Mar Bernardine
the statutes our members were following at Mannanam? . These
datutes, wethink, weremainly thetimetablethefathers werefollowing
at Mannanam. A point of disciplineand community lifewasresolved
by thefathers, staying at Mannanam in 1840: Frs. Thomas Porukara,
Kuriakkose Chavara, and Fr. Geevarghese Thopil met together on
January 8, 1840 and resol ved toformacommunity life, pooling together
theincome of thefathersand meeting their expensesin common. ““As
there exists a strong bond of spiritual fellowship among Fr.
Thomas Porukara, Fr. Geevarghese Thopil and Fr.Kurakose
Chavara living in Bes Rauma, we came together on the feast of
the Blessed Sacrament, 18th June 1840 and resolved to have the
bond of fellowship also on the level of material things, and
decided to pool together all our belongings and all the fruits of
our labour following the example given by Simon Peter (in the
Acts of the Apostles) and started to live together as a community
as the laying of the foundation and epitome of community and
started to keep the accounts of all their income and expenditure”?

Asfor thetimetablethey followed, the chroniclesgive some
detalls
Their timetablewasasfollows:
5.00 Risingfromdeep
5.30 Morning prayers (Priests. Sapra)

Joyful mysteries of the Rosary
Prayer of the sacred wounds of Jesus
Prayer to Mother of sorrowsand to St. Josep

L Fr. Bernard cmi, Brief history of the Congregation, pp. 43 ff. Chronicles
of Mannanam Varkey Parapuram
2 Chronicles, St. joseph Monastery, Mannanam
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Prayer to preserve chastity (seminarians and scholastics)

DivineLiturgy

Litany of all Saints.

Breakefast

12.00 noon: All assembleinthechurch

Sorrowful mysteriesof the Rosary

Prayer of the sacred wounds

Other prayers

Noon meals

2.30 Ramsa

Reading the Life of the saint for next day

Prayer

Spiritua reading (Gnanamuthumal a)

Litany of theBI.VirginMary

(having lighted the candles on the altar)

Meditation

Psalms

Glorious mysteries of the Rosary

Prayer of the sacred wounds, prayer of the

scapular of Bl.Virgin Mary

Prayer of thegloriesof St. Joseph

Supper

Hudraprayers (divine office)

Study upto 10.00 pm.

During Lent prayer upto midnight

On Sundays solemn Masswas cel ebrated at noon, thenrosary
so much so that on Sundays, the whole day was spent in prayer and
other spiritual exercises. During thegreat L ent, Gazzaprayersof the
divineoffice. On Fridays solemn way of the crossfrom the bottom of
thehill up to the monastery?®

8 Chronicles St.Joseph Monastery,Book I, pp.72, 73; Fr. Bernard of St.
Thomas, Brief history of the congregation, p. 48
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Therecould havebeen dso someregulaionsregarding silence,
common lifeetc. for example, seethe abovethedecisiontaken by the
fathersin 1840.

Condgtitutionsgivenin 1855
Condtitutions(1855-1861)*

At the canonical erection of the Congregation, on Dec. 8,
1855, thevicar Apostolic, Mar Bernardine gave the community the
congtitutions of the Order of the discalced Carmelitesitself, making
some adaptations according to the particular needs
and apostol ate of the congregation. Thisconstitution contained only
the ancient Regula, and the first part of the constitutions, namely
“Rdigiouslife’.

Theintroductory sentencein the Regulawas something likethis:

“The Congtitutionsgiven by Mar Bernardine, of St. Theresa,
discalced Carmedlite, thefirst missionary of Malabar, titular Bishop of
Edecula, and the Vicar Apostolic of thevicariate apostolic of Malabar
to Fr. Kuriakose Chavaraand the other religiousunder him staying at
the St. Joseph monastery Mannanam.

Intheparagraph “Exortationto the Prior”, instead of the name
of Brocard® , the name of Kuriakose Chavarawasinserted: “Youtoo,
Kuriakose Chavaraand whosoever that will be congtituted prior among
you, have awaysin mind and execute what our Lord hassaidinthe
Gospel: “whoever that wish to be great among you, be the servant
and whoever that wishesto be thefirst among you bethelast”

4All the copies the Constitutions in vigour from 1855-1861 were put to fire
by Fr. Leopold, when he gave the modified constitutions in 1861..Fr.
Marceline (later Bishop) in a marginal note in the constitutions 1877men-
tions this fact. However we can reconstruct in a way the first constitutions
from the remarks given by Fr. Varkey Parapuram, from the history of the
Congregation by Fr. Bernard; and also from marginal notes in the manuscript
congtitution sent to Rome by Fr. Marceline in1877-78 etc.

5Brocard, the Superior General, to whom the “Regula’ was given by the

Patriarch of Jerusalem in 1210
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Inthe paragraph, about the prior and thefour vows (Depriore
habendo et quattuor votis)

“First of al you should have aPrior, who is appointed by the Vicar
Apostalic of Verapoly® .

Inthe paragraph about founding and constructing Monagteries,
weread:

“If you are given aproperty or a house adapted to our ‘ Rules’, you
can accept it and build the M onastery according to thejudgement and
decision of theVicar Aposotlic.

Inthe paragraph on*Food and drinks’ (Thisisanew paragraphinthe
Regula).

The fathers who took part in the general chapter held at
Manjummel under the president-ship of Mons. Leonard Mellano,
Marcelineetc. ask inanote on the congtitutionsthey had sent to Rome:
What isthis: “ Abstain from vineand mest? Doesthe Ma abar condition
requirethat indigenousreligiousabstain from vineand mesat, whilethe
European missionariesof the Carmelite First Order freely takethem?

In the chapter about ‘ Going out of the cloister’ there was
provisioninthe constitutions of 1855 to remain outsidethe cloister
continuoudly for six to seven months, for preaching retreatsetc. in
the parishes one after the other.

Condtitutions 1861-63

The congregation was affiliated to the Order of the discalced
Carmelites by the General Council of the Discalced Carmelitesin
October 1860 and was officially communicated to the Congregation
by theVicar Apostolicin February 1861. Fr. Leopold wasthe novice
master at thetime. With the approbation of Mar Bernardine he made
certain corrections in the constitutions to suit to the third order
Carmelites. These modifications in the Constitutions begun by Fr.

6So in the constitutions revised under Mellano; at the time of Bernardine it
was read “ab Episcopo pro tempore”; In the primitive regula it is read:
“Habeatis Priorem qui ex unanimi omniumgue consensu...ad hoc officium

eligatur

108 | i March 2019; No. 241




| &:06MPIMEMBYd. |

Leopold was completed only in 1863, when he was appointed the
provincia delegate of the Congregation by theVicar Apostolic

In 1877 an extraordinary general chapter was convened at
Manjummel by Bishop Marceline’, auxiliary of the Vicar Apostolic
Mellano, who had now the exclusive charge of the Syro-Malabar
Church. The Chapter was convened especially to revise the
Constitutions. Four of our first fathers: Fr.Kuriakose Eliseus, Fr.
Alexander Kattakayam (senior), Fr. Kurian Palackal and Fr. Skaria
Kalathil, 2 members from each monastery (the Superior and a
companion) were present in the Chapter. Besides, there were
Archbishop Leonard Mellano, Fr. Philip the Vicar general, etc. The
constitutionsrevised in this chapter was duly discussed and officialy
approved by theHoly See? and sent to usin 1885 ad experimentum
for six years.

But the memberswere very much dissatisfied with the new
Constitutions, especially because the office of ‘prior communis
(common prior) wasremoved from the Constitutions, and fromthe
title of the Congregation Third Order of the Discalced Carmelites of
the lmmaculate conception, the‘ Immaculate conception’ wasremoved.

InMay 1887 theHoly See separated the Syro Malabar Church
from the Vicariate Apostolic of Verapoly and erected two new
Vicariates for the Syro-Malabar Church: Kottayam and Trissur. In
this context, in December 1887, the Holy See separated the
Congregation from thejurisdiction of the Bishopsand the Congregation
was announced directly subject to the Delegate Apostolic Mons.
AndraeaAiuti®, who governed the Congregation through adel egate
chosen from the members of the Congregation, Fr. Joseph
Johnt°Consequently the complaint already rai sed regarding the prior
communis (common prior) had no further relevance.

" Cfr. Fr. Bernard cmi, op.cit. p. 271
8 Thisis the first time that our Constitutions were approved by the Holy See,
and conseguently the Congregation became iuris pontificii.

° Fr. Bernard cmi, p. 330; Decree of the Holy See published in December 1887
1 Fr.Bernard cmi, p. 353
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As regards the complaints concerning the Constitutions
approved by theHoly Seein 1885, Fr. Joseph John (del egate) appointed
four fathersto prepare them. When the document was prepared Fr.
Joseph John the delegate convened a specia general chapter at
Ampazhakad to discuss and finalize the same. The final document
wasgiven to the del egate Apostalic.

These points were rectified by the Holy See in the new
Condtitutionsgiven by the Holy Seein 1891, again, ad experimentum.

These Constitutionswerefinally approved ad perpetuum in
1896. These Constitutionswereinforcetill 1958. However fromthe
very beginningi.e. from 1855 there wasthe complaint inthewhole
congregation that thereisadichotomy between the Congtitutionsand
our lives. The constitution was of amonastic life, whereas our life
was that of an active order. From the very beginning our members
werevery muchinvolvedinthepastora ministry: Retregtstothepeople,
visiting thefamilies, Schools, Colleges, Boarding houses, Hostelsfor
boys etc. On the other hand the Constitutions prescribed a strict
monastic life: to bealwaysin prayer and contemplation either inthe
room or in the church, a strict cloister; not to go out of the cloister
without the permission of the superior; not to speak withthe outsiders
except for their spiritual benefit; not to go for thefuneras, even of the
closerelatives; choir three or four timesaday etc.

Thedichotomy wasremoved inthe Constitutionsrevised in
1958. But we had to revise the constitutionsin thelight of Perfectae
caritatisof PopePiusXlI, andinthelight of Vatican council I1. Asthis
needed morestudies and experiments, inthegeneral chapter convened
in 1965 we published five orientation papers. TheCongtitutionsrevised
in 1972 touched only certain essential points. After long studiesand
discussionsin severa workshops, werevised the congtitutionsin 1978%
. Now again thereisthe need to revise the constitutionsfurther inthe
light of the new Code of canon law for the oriental Churches.

H“Constitutions revised in the general synaxes that followed do not contain
any substantial change; Moreover many of the changes made later refer to

the Directory.
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Philippines An Experience

Fr. George Thottungal CMI
Carmel Nivas, Kardli
Narsighpur, Jabal pur
“MABU HAI" !

TheRepublicof Philippinesisconstituted of seventhousand
and onehundred idlands. It islocated in the pacific ocean in between
Indonesia, PapuaNew Guineaand Audtralia. It ishaving the seasons
of summer aswell asrain likeKeralaand other tropical regions. There
isnowinter season there. Almost all thetrees, vegetables, fruitsand
thefishesand animalsare asthe sameasin Kerala. After Indonesia,
thisisthe second country in theworld which isusing the products of
coconuts. Mainly the peopleof Philippineshavethefruitsof Mangoes
and papaya. They eat rice, al typesof non veg and vegetableitems.

Thereare about ten crores of people therein the Pilippines,
who are Catholics, Protestantsand Muslims. Mgjority of the people
areworking abroad, especially the women nurseswho arethe high
percentage in the world. Either the father or the mother would be
having jobsintheforeign countries, which influencebadly inthelives
of thechildren.

We had afew occasionsto go and visit some of the parishes
aswell astheuniversitiesof Manila, the capital of Philippines. Inmost
of the big parishes, there are the parish priestsand the guest priests,
threeto four in numbers. There may betwenty five thousandstofifty
thousands of parishionersin each parish. About ten to twelve Holy
Masseswould bethere every Sunday. Besidesthe Sunday liturgies,
the parish priest and the guest priests may bebusy with the ceremonies
of baptism, anointing the sick, burial etc. But they do not visit the
familiesof the parishes. The priests say that the sacramental marriages
inthe parishesarevery rare. The people used to comment “they don’t
have much money to make arrangements for the tents and dinner
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parties’ Actually, most of the students and the youth may have girl
friendsand boyfriends, whichmay lead to“ livetogether” beforetheir
sacramental marriage. So it is commented that they may have two
three children before their sacramental wedding in the church. The
parish priests say that when they organize communal rectifying
weddingsin the church each couple may havetwo or three children
with them. Thismay be because of the culture which they had from
theinfluence of theforeignersfrom the western countries.

But it ispraiseworthy to say that the people of Filippino are
very generousto giverespect to everybody, particularly when the parish
members meet the priests after or beforethe Holy Mass. They hold
thehandsof the priestsand placeit ontheir heads, to get the blessings.
Theladiesarelooking after the sacristy, the arrangements of theMass
and the maintenance of the accounts. Even in the busy traffic, the
driversand the peopleare very broad to give way to the children as
well asthe peoplewho areto crosstheroads.

Thepeoplearehaving 99% of literacy. It isthefourth country
that about 35% of theteen agersfrom theage of 13to 19 areproneto
child prostitution and thewomen of 20t040 ages are under thebondage
of sex trade. Itisthefirst country whichishaving thehighest percentage
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of use of mobile and famous for text messages as well as other
apps.They lovemusi ¢ and dance and other cultural programmes. They
drink responsibly and enjoy theparties. Thagaloisthelocal language,
but most of them know English.

Mr. Antonio Duterte, the president of Philippines, himself is
catholic, but heisagainst the catholic people. Hechdlenged toirradicate
corruption and drug addicts. Hekilled about 44,000 of drug addicts
and the supplierswith hisdeath squad. He saysin his speeches, “My
sinistheextrajudicial killingsof thedrug addicts..”.

It isthe land of volcanoes, typhoons, floods, earthquakes,
landdidesand other natural calamities. Once avol cano which busted
itslawafromthe height 23kmsto 34 kms. And thereisanother TAL
vol cano which attracted so many touristsfor itsuniqueness. Itisnear
by the seashore, wherewe havetotravel by machineboat for forty five
minutes,and then go to astegp mountain onthehorseback. After reeching
theround mountain thereisabeautiful hill surrounded by agreenlake,
wherewe can find an ever burning volcano, since so many years.

| am Fr. George Thottungd CMI, belongingto St. Paul Province
Bhopal. AsRev. Fr. JustinAkkara, my Provincial gave meachance
togoto East Asian Pastord Ingtitute, Manilafor the updating of Pastord
education and Mission Renewal for four months, | thought it may be
niceto share my experiencesat Manila, Philippines.

We were sixty three participantsfrom twenty three different
countries who were having unique cultural backgrounds and racia
differences. We havethree main clustersfor different programs. They
arel) Pagtord Education and Renewd for Missons?2) Zabatica courses
and 3) Accedamic Theologicld studies. My courseof Pastoral Education
and Misson Renewd for four months, wasfromAugust 5thto November
29th 2018. Thereweremodulesfor five daysup to Fridaysevery week
by different facilitators on different topics. There would be group
discussions, nationwiseaswell asgeneral, which haveto be supported
by Power Point Presentationsand activity reports. And each participant
hasto submit an evaluation of eachmodules online.
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All the participants are divided into four different groupsto
facilitate the activities of the program. They are 1) Spirituality and
Liturgy 2) Facility 3) Culture 4) Sportsand Games. Againthewhole
participantsare divided into four groups according to the national ity
and culture. They arenamed asIncenseArathi Group, Chop stic group,
Oceanic and Drumsand Srang Group.

All cultural Groups have to conduct their Eucharistic
Celebration on one Friday with all colours of culture of their own
country. Sincewe Indiansand Bangladeshis werebelonging toArathi
—Incense Group, we conducted our Cultura Liturgy with all specidities
of costumes, Sanskrit Bhagjansand Arathi ceremonies. At theend we
haveto present oneor two cultural programs. And thedinner withthe
guestsasowill behaving theblend of Indian and Bangladeshi culture.
Saturdaysand Sundayswerefreefor all the participantsand all could
go anywhereand on Sundaysall were supposed to go to nearby parishes
for the Sunday Masses.

In the month of August we had aone day picnictovisit the
most important placesof Capital city of Manila. Andinthe month of
November theinstitute organized aone day Beach Resort program in
Kagayan Beach. Fr. Paulson Thaliyath our Pastor cum Student of
Manilatook ustovist thefamousTAL Volcano, whichwasawonderful
experience. Andthe nine CMI priestsof Manilawith theleadership of
Fr. George Uruliyanickal ( Gujarat ) arranged an evening gathering at
Cubao city, where a few of the world famous SM MALLS are
Situated, which wasamemorable one.

TheModulesin short :-
East Asian Pastoral Ingtitute (EAP!) offersthefollowing week-long
learningmodules:
* Aug 20-24, Managing L oneliness, Anger, and Human Intimacy,
(Fr. DennisPaez, SDB)
* Aug 13—20 Child abuseand vulnerability by EmmausGroup Manila
* Aug 27-31, Ministry to Families: Nurturing Resilience, (Fr. Ted
Gonzaes, SJ)
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* Sep 3-7,Vison& Missionof Vatican 1, (Fr. JamesKroeger, MM)
* Sep 17-20, Spiritual Discernment, (Fr. Johnny Go, SJ)
* T Sep 20-28, Ignatian 8-Day Silent Retreet, (Fr. Priyono Marwan,
SV)
* Oct 1-5, A Light to the Nations: Mission In The Bible, (Fr. Luc
Mees, MDJ)
* Oct 8-12, Good Shepherds “smelling like the sheep”: Church
Organization for Mission, (ArchbpAntonio Ledesma, SJ, DD)
* Oct 15-17, Biblical Figures: Call-Encounter-Conversion-Sending,
(Dr. DennisGonzaez)
* Oct 29-Nov 2, Mission & Inter-Religious Diaogue, (Fr. Sebastian
Painadath, SJ)
* Nov 5-9, Churchin Dialoguewith Islam: Theological Vision for
Ministry, (Fr. Greg Soetomo, SJ)
* Nov 12-16, Integrity in Sexuality & Ministry, (Fr. Peter Pojol, SJ)
In short themodulesin genera arevery relevant and useful
in our pastoral and mission context. The modules, like managing
loneliness, anger and human intimacy, family ministry, spiritual
discernment, integrity in sexuality and ministry, child abuse and
vulnerability, inter religious dialogue and pastora leadership arevery
significant in our situations of social, moral, pastoral and spiritual
endeavors.
With prayerful and loving regards,

“SALAMAT KO’
Fr. George Thottungal CMI

Carmel Nivas, Kardli
Narsinghpur, Jaba pur

*
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NATIONAL SEMINAR ON EVANGELIZATION
On the Occasion of the Golden Jubilee of CMI
Presence in MP
“Sharing the Message of Jesus Christ: Missiological
Trajectories for India Today”

Poornodaya, Bhopal 27-29 November, 2018
“Go into the whole world and proclaim the gospel to every

creature” Mk : 16/15

Every human person has a right to receive the good news of
salvation. Jesus Christ offers his love and compassion to all
the creation. The difficult, turbulent and desperate life situations
of people really call for the need to give the message of hope
and joy of Jesus Christ. It is the privileged mandate of all the
Christians to share this message of peace and joy of Jesus Christ
to everyone. The Golden Jubilee of CMI Presence in MP was
definitely a golden opportunity to enhance the evangelizing
mission in MP. The primacy of evangelizing mission has to
sink into the minds, hearts, thoughts, plans and actions of the
priests, religious and faithful. The National Seminar on
Evangelization aimed to capture the above objectives. The paper
presentations, interactions, insights, strategies, suggestions of
the seminar had compelled one to move deeper into sharing
the message of Jesus Christ with teeming millions of the
country and the world.

The Setting

It wasin 1968 that the CM| fathersreached Sagar in Madhyapradesh
for thefirst timeto take up mission in Madhyapradesh. L ate Bishop
Clemens Thottungal, the then Exarch aong with the pioneering
missionariestried to reach the message of Jesus Christ and hisGospels
through the breadth and width of Sagar in Madhyapradesh. After fifty
yearsof our engagement inthe mission it wasworth to look back to
thank the Lord for all that He has accomplished through the
Missonaries
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This occasion made usthink seriously how to fulfil the missionary
mandate of the Lord inthe changed political and socid situation of the
country, especialy of North India. The challengesof the new political
and socia ambience, which put great demands on the messengers of
the Gospel, are to be met with greater missionary commitment,
enthusiasm and imagination. The Lord’scall resoundsin our earsand
hearts motivating usto invitewith urgency the entire humanity to his
message of compassion, reconciliation and mercy. Theclosing in of
the Great Jubilee in 2033 of the Death and Resurrection of Jesus
Christ callsfor greater effortson our part to spread the message of
compassion and mercy of Jesus Chrigt.
Inthiscontext it was opportune that we to take a serious|ook at our
missionin MP. Asweevaluated itsimpact in thelives of the people
around us, wereviewed critically our past and reset our prioritiesand
approaches, in order to enhance our efforts at spreading the Good
Newsinour givenfield of engagement.
Dynamics of the Seminar

There were 20 Paper Presentations in the seminar were
followed very lively and engrossing sessions of interactions
and clarifications. There was Issayan, the singing of Gospel in
folk tune as it is done with Ramayan in rural India. There was
holy mass every day and there was Bible Service in the evening.
There were 120 Participants for the Seminar including the
resource persons. On the first and last day there were about
150 participants for the Seminar.
Rev. Fr. JustinAkkaraCMI, the Provincia of St. Paul Province, Bhopa
welcomed dl the Dignitaries, the Resource Personsand the Participants
for the Seminar. Before doing so he stated the relevance and the
occasion of thisNational Seminar on Evangelization. Hetold that the
Province wanted to plungeinto evangelization real by witnessof life
and sharing the message of Jesus Christin North India.
Bishop Dr. JamesAthikalam M ST of Sagar Diocesein hisinaugural
address called on the parti cipantsto be effective witnesses of Jesus
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Christ. He underline ten pointed suggested by Pope Francis to be
effectiveinevangelization.

Key-Note Address —Rt. Rev. Dr. Bishop Chacko Thottumarickal
SVD, Bishopof Indore

In his Key- Note address for the Seminar Bishop Chacko
Thottumarickal SVD of Indore set the tone and orientation of the
Seminar by telling clearly the participantsthat weare hereto proclaim
Jesus Christ. He very clearly told we can not compromise on
proclaiming Jesus Christ. It isthe duty of every Christianand all the
more so of the Religious and Priests. He emphasized :- 1.  The
Church, Congregationsand individual membersneed to becomeaware
and convinced that the mission texts of the Gospels (Mt. 28:18-20;
Mk. 16: 15; Lk 24: 47-49; Jn 20: 21-23) isacommand to be obeyed
and not an option to be chosen. Vatican Council Il hasclarified that
evangelizationistheduty of every believer. Efforts must be madeto
makethisfact known to al sectionsof the Church.

2. All the means available today must be used for reaching the
Gogspel to all people. Thefirst and foremost isprayer, to befollowed
by presence and suggestion. Communication for Chrigtiansisintegrally
related to proclamation. All channelsof communication availabletoday
should beutilizedin theinterest of the Gospdl .

Biblical and Theological Perspectives on Evangelization
—Dr. Benny Thettayil CMI, Dean, Samanvaya Theology College,
Bhopal

He summarised his presentation in these words - The perennial
requisitesof amissionary inthe missionisthat he hasthe experience
of the onewho sent him. Any missionary activity, to be effective, has
to be a spontaneous outflow of the experience that one has of that,
which onebearswitnessto. Thisisexemplifiedin Andrew, who having
experienced Jesus, bearswitnessto Simon, hisbrother. Thisisalso
what isseeninwhat Philip doesto Nathanael ; Mary Magda eneto the
disciplesin the post resurrection scenario; Thomasto us. Thelack of
thisexperience of Jesus and the experience-backed authority isseen
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inthe story of Scevaand his sonswho weretrying to bank on what
othershad (Acts19:11-17). What isour experience?
Leaveninthedough, sat of theearth, littleflock and City built on ahill
arethemetaphorsthat Jesus has used for the community of disciples.
Logically, someassumethat thisistheecclesid vision of Jesus. Inthis
kind of ecclesiology, the dough cannot becometheleaven, thewhole
earth cannot becomethe salt, theflock isto belittleaways, thewhole
world cannot becomeahill. The Churchismeant to besmall. Inthese
ways, some*evangdlizers underminetheformal mission command of
theLord on the basisof the earlier instructionsthat Jesusgaveinthe
very early stages of the formative period of the community. Those
who subscribeto thesethoughtsfor whatever reason, should remember
that before the Kairos, Jesus had prohibited the disciplesto enter the
Samaritan territoriesand preach to the gentiles. But with the experience
of the resurrection behind them, the field with the harvest was the
wholeworld.
“Faith Formation for Evangelizers: NEW GEN CAT”
- Dr. Kurian Kachappilly CMI, President, DVK Bengaluru
He dwelt well on—In the polarized scenario of India, what are the
concrete ways and means for Evangelization. He also discussed —
when God and God -rel ated people and placesare under scanner, how
doweformtheYouthinFaithin God.
Evangelization in India—Achievements, Scope and Challenges

Fr. Panneer Selvam, Director Suvartha, National Centre for
Evangelization, Pachmari.
Hefocussed on - Aswe areinthe Eraof New Evangelization and the
only task of the Churchtoday isNew Evangelization, al the baptized,
called to be Missionary Disciples (Mt 28/19, Evangelii
Gaudium#24,120), areto persondly involvein doing New Evangdization
with New zeal, New M ethods and New Expressions.

New Evangelization isthe only genuine hopefor abetter world and
brighter future (EcclesiainAsia#29) and it isthe cregative catechesis
of Kerygmainfaithformation of every one. So, weareto systematically
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work on New Evangelization by creating Centres/ Schools/ Teams
of resource persons for New Evangelization in and through our
institutions so that we may reach out the Joy of the Gospel in every
language and culture. Thus, New Evangelization demands our
commitment, creativity and perseverance.

There was interactions after the presentation of these three papers.
The session was moderated by Rev. Fr. Paulachan Kochappilly of
DVK, Bengaluru. Therewereanumber of quiresand clarifications
during the session

Evangelization in Madhya Pradesh — Achievements, Scope and
Challenges

—Fr. Rgu Mathew Pulikuzhy, Regiona Secretary for Evangelization,
MP.

Hewastrying to present - 1.Mission teamsto beformed in our region:
Regiond level Missionteam, Diocesanlevel Missionteam, and Parish
level Missonteam.

2.During the summer vacations make use of the seminariesfor the
training and formation of laity asthecommissionisorganizinginAshta
regional seminary. Plan some long term program for the world
evangelization 2033.

Christian Presence in MP from a Historical Perspective

—Dr. Abraham Kunnatholly CMI, Melbourne, Australia.

He shed light on Recent discoveriesand researchesrelated to church
of St. Thomas speak very emphatically for thenorth and central Indian
apogtolateof &t. Thomas. Till thisday, they areonly topicsof seminars
inthechurch circles. A re-writing of the history of the Church of &.
Thomasand the Church history of India, including thenorth and central
Indian missionary journeysof St. Thomas haveto betaken up by the
church hierarchy more passionately.

Thediscoveriesrelated to St. Thomas strongly point to the need of
waking up fromthe dumber and |ethargy to systematically collecting
and collating the history of the community and to uphold our heritage
more ardently. This also reminds the members of the church to be
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more pro-activeindoing our bit with asense of history inthese areas.
Process and Practices of Evangelization in Sagar, MP

—Dr. John Ollukaran CMI, Former Principa of Christ College, Bhopa
Heexplained that the CMI pioneering Missionaries had made aleap
intointothe heart of Indiain 1968 grooming the Mission Diocese of
Sagar right from the scratch, going out of the comfort zones of thier
monasteriesin Kerala, perfectly intunewith thefact that ‘the Call to
the CMI is a missionary Call’ and moving in multi-dimensionsthrough
domainslike (i) Pastord activitiesenabling thefaithful togrow intheir
commitment to Lord, (ii) Animation and empowerment of co-
missionariesespecidly thewomenrdigious, (iii) Erection of light houses
intheform of establishment to spread indirectly the Kingdom values
around, (iv) Engagement intheworksof Christian charity mandatory
to any Jesuan disciple, (v) the Besrouma experience to the people
groping in the dark through CMI Ashram movement and (vi)
Responding crestively to thesignsof thetimeto be effectivewitnesses
tothejoy of thegospel to ends of the earth through their life of prayer
and proclamation—A legacy what the Pioneering CMI Missionaries
in M.P. bequeathed for the future Missionaries of any shade and
hue superficially different in Rites or regions, contemplative or
active, young or old, clergy or religious, men or women.

50 Golden Years of the single minded sojourn of CMI Pioneering
Missionariesthrough the alien lands of Madhya Pradesh, upholding
themotto of CMI Congregation, “Zel o zelatus sum pro Domino Deo”
and keeping to the hearts the CMI characteristic features of
Contemplative Spirit, Missonary Heart and ImmeaculateLiving, enabled
the Sagar Missionariesto carve out aMission Paradigm for future
Evangelization accentuating a set of tried out modes such as (i)
Community as alaunching pad for any missionary induction, (ii)
Establishments asbeacons heral ding theimminence of the Kingdom
of God, (iii) Promotion of Gospel joy through Christian charity, (iv)
Chalenging and overturning the unjust structuresthrough risk taking
revolution and (v) Giving Jesus and his Gospel directly to the people
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through prayer, preaching and healing ministries.

After the presentation of these three papersthe session was
moderated by Rev. Fr. Jacob Marangatt CMI. There were many
questionsand clarificationswith regard to the papersand especialy to
thework of evangelizationin Sagar and the history of Chritian presence
inMP.

Evangelizing Mission of CMI Congregation

—Dr. Sgju Chakalackal CMI, General Councillor for Evangelization
and Pastoral Ministry, Kochi

He spoke about- 1. Contemplation and community being two
indispensible foundations of consecrated life and mission of the
Carmelites of Mary Immaculate (CMI), every contextualized
endeavour of evangelization shall be primarily focused on persond as
well ascommunitarian lifewitness, beit among thealready ‘ gathered’
(new evangelization among the baptized) or the* scattered’ (missioad
gentesfor those who have not yet heard the Gospel).

2. Efforts of evangelization by the membersof the Carmelites
of Mary Immaculate (CM1) shall engaged inthelife situationsof the
people, their social, cultural, and religious ethos, so asto positively
enhance them by imparting Jesus Christ and his Good News and, at
the same time, to receive in turn, the best that they offer and to
incorporatethemin thelife of the Church.

3. As most of the efforts of evangelization adopted by the
Carmelites of Mary Immaculate (CMI) are in the form of
ingtitutionalized minigtries, duevigilanceiscalled for toensurethat all
ingtitutions conscioudy reclaim the primacy of Christian missionand
reinstate the proclamation of the Gospel through the portals and
programmes of CMI institutions; in the case of CMI educational
ingtitutions, for example, steps shall be adopted to ensure that the
studentsaswell astheir parents are given opportunitiesto sharethe
Gospel valueswhich would facilitate better character formation and
positive empowerment of familia dynamicsby closely following the
principle“educateto evangelize and evangelizeto educate.”
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Sincetherewasonly one paper presentation, there was no moderator
but the speaker took the quiresand clarifications sought by theaudience.
Prayer with Issayan by Issayan Mandli, Usri.

I ssayan —the Singing of Gospels—isone of the effective meansfor
sharing the message of Jesus Christinrural North Indiaespecialy in
Mandlaareaof Jabal pur diocese. Rev. Fr. Premanad Paikwar, one of
the resource persons of the seminar uses it very effectively in his
parish area for evangelization. So he introduced Issayan to the
participanatsand | ssayan wasvery beautifully presented by thelssayan
Mandli of Usri parish, asan effective means of spreading the message
of Jesus Christ. It went for one hour and it wasvery well appreciated
asit hasvery good way of singing the message of Jesusin appealing
folk tunes.

Evangelization and Emerging Ecclesial Movements in India
—Dr. Cyril Kuttiyanickal CMI, Director, Samanvaya, Rishikesh
Hediscussed how- 1. The Spirit seems moving the ChurchinIndia
strongly inthedirection of Christ-centred communities, which seemto
respond to the day—to-day experience and expectation of the grass-
root culture of the people.

2.The ecclesid movements provide an ambiencefor the Spirit-filled
laity to remainfaithful to the demandsof the gospel andinvitethemto
be partnersin the Church's mission and apostol ate, giving the Church
anew identity and anew way of being Church.

3.Theparish model tendsto becomerather closed enclaves servicing
their owninternal needs... By contrast the ecclesia movementsoffer
the possibility of going beyond the boundariesto broaden the horizons
of witness, missionand ministry.

Contemplation and Proclamation of the Gospel- A North
Eastern Perspective

- Dr. Joseph Puthenpurakal SDB, Rector, MathiasInstitute, Shillong
Hehighlighted how - 1. “Hismother (Mary) treasured all thesethings
inher heart. And Jesusincreased inwisdomandinyears, andindivine
and humanfavour” (Lk 2:51-52). Mary isthefirst contemplative after
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Jesus. What is the relation of contemplation to action [say,
proclamation] ? Thomas Merton answers, “ Simply this. He[or she]
who attemptsto act and do thingsfor othersor for the world without
deepening hisown salf-understanding, freedom, integrity and capacity
tolovewill not have anything to give others. Hewill communicateto
them nothing but the contagion of his own obsessions, his
aggressiveness, hisego-centered ambitions, hisdelusionsabout ends
and means, hisdoctrinaire prejudicesandideas. Thereisnothing more
tragicin the modern world than the misuse of power and action.”

So how to be contemplativelike Mary and help oneself and theworld
togrow in wisdom ... andindivineand human favour?

2. A missionary who has no deep experience of God in prayer and
contemplation will havelittlespiritua influence or missionary success.
Thefuture of mission dependsto agreat extent on contemplation (EA
23). Infact “afirecan only belit by something [say, by someone] that
isitself onfire (EA 23). It sayseverything about contemplation and
proclamation—thetwo sides of the same coin. To add aNorth Eastern
perspective; Inculturation has specia urgency today inthe multi-ethnic,
multi-religiousand multi-cultura situation of North East India, for that
matter, thewhole of Indial Wearetill living on the periphery of these
matters. In the man-God-creation dial oguewe need to take“ creation”
[man, animals, nature/ecol ogy] more serioudly. Inthetribal mindthere
isno disconnectedness. Everythingisrelated. “ Theancient Khasis
[for exampl €], treated everything in nature on an equal basis... The
flower or thetreeisasimportant as human persons. What would that
mean for our co-existence?

This session was moderated by Rev. Fr. Walter Thellappilly CMI.
Againtherewere many queriesand clarificationsfrom the audiences.
Practical Implications of the Centripetal and Centrifugal Aspects
of Evangelization

—Dr. Francis Scaria, Parish Priest, Awalikheda and theformer Vicar
General of Archdiocese of Bhopal.

He focussed on - The Universal salvific will of God in Christ is
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actualised through the Church in acentripetal movement which has
Christ at the centre and a centrifugal movement that reaches out to
the peripheriesand the margins of the society. Itisinteamsthat the
faithful disciplesof Chrigt can best witnesstothe Trinitarian God through
wide-ranging ministriesby day-to-day discernment and self-lessservice.
Evangelization through Prayer, Presence and Family Visit
—Sr. Kusum SJ, Former Superior General, SJCongregation
Sr. Kusum told how Evangelization takes place in obedienceto the
missionary mandate of Jesus. “ Go, therefore, and makedisciplesof al
nations’ (Mt 28:19). WehavetorespondtotheLord’ scall by leaving
our own comfort zone in order to reach to all in the “peripheries,”
where peoplearein need of thelight ofthe Gospel (EG 20).
Itisaprocessof reinventing our religiousand missionary identity, which
has been institutionalized to agreat extent. A missionary isthe one
who is sent to witness Jesus Christ. Her lifeisthe evidence for the
truthful ness of her message. Hence, she should be aperson of prayer,
integrity, and simplicity. TheMobile Rural Missionisachallenging
initiativeto regain and strengthen those missonary qudities. It envisages
aradical and dynamic form of life, following the footsteps of Jesus
whowent around doing good, interacting with people, heding, forgiving,
and reconciling them with the Father in heaven. Hispersonal qualities
of tolerance, mercy, generosity, transparency are the ideals of a
missionary who carries his Good Newsto the people. Being present
with the peoplewith authenticity, availability and mobility istheway of
following Jesusmeaningfully and effectively inthe Indian context.
The Role of Lay Missionaries and Associations in Evangelizing
India:
- Mr. Ceetly George, President FIAT Mission, Thrissur
Hetold how they were going about in evangelizing - Our focus of
evangelization thesedaysisconfined to thewesk, poor and margindized
but if the Gospel isgivento theeliteand richinthe society itsimpact
would beimmense.

Infact Holy Ghost isthe principal agent of evangelization.
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But our evangelization ismainly guided by the plans and designs of
human intellect these days. It should change, we should listento the
Holy Spirit and obey only Him.

This session was moderated by Fr. Irudayrgj. There were
many questions from the participants especially with regard to the
practical aspectsof sharing the message of Jesus Christ.

The Methodology and Strategy of Effective Evangelization
with focus on rural penetration from the Perspective of
Evangelical Church

- Dr. Rashmi Dwivedi

She, the only resource person from Non Catholi ¢ sections had dwelt
onthesepoint mainly -

1.Different people should be approached differently. Jude 22-23 says,
" And on some have compassion, making adifference; and otherssave
withfear, pulling them out of thefire; hating even the garment spotted
by theflesh." Cultureinvolvesbdliefs, attitudes, values, and traditions
that are shared by a group of people. Culture also involves the
psychologica aspectsof our expectationsof thecommunication context.
Therefore, these agpectshaveto be sincerely understood and carefully
handled whilereaching them out for evangelism.

2.Intalking to another we should remember that hisconvictionsare
just assacred to him asoursareto us. Village community, family and
caste are the basic components of therural social structure and they
bind the economic and social life of people in rural areas. Our
approachesto sharing the Gospel with them will haveto be around
themonly.

Grass-root Models of Evangelization

— Fr. Premanand Paikhwar,, Parish Priest, Chergoan, Jabal pur

He spoke about how well organised and formed small Christian
community groups can proclaim the Gospel effectively. The
proclamation and the sharing of the Word of God has the power to
transform the hearts of the hearers. Every time a Christian community
comestogether, thereisasharing of lifeexperienceinthelight of the
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Word of God and manifestation of faithin Jesus Christ. Apart from
private reading of the Word of God, sharing of the\Word of God and
interiorization hasto take placeinasmall community. A chalengelies
before us to make all these true activities which allow space for
interiorization, slenceand communion/ contemplation.
Itisimpossibleto perseverein afervour Evangelization unlesswe
ourselvesare convinced in our persond lifeand experience, that Jesus
is source of our everything and it is He who gives meaning to our
everyday life. Itisthecal of al the practising Catholicsand especialy
for usthe chosen ones, to first know the difference that Jesus Christ
hasmadein our livesand share the samewith peoplein and around us
by visiting their houses, tal king to them and hel ping them to experience
JesusChristintheir lives.

The Role of Catechesis in Evangelizing Mission in India.

- Dr. Fr. AntoAmarnad CMI, Director Vinayasadhana, Bengaluru
He presented how the catechetical ‘knowledge as well as the
‘becoming’ invitethe catechized to witness Christin one'slife: “Go,
then, to all peoples everywhere and make them my disciples:
baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, and teach them to obey everything | have commanded you.
And I will be with you always, to the end of the age” - Mt 28: 19-
20. Here, the act of making the people Christ’sdisciplesand teaching
them to obey what Christ commanded involve evangelization and
catechesis. Hence, the sharing of anew consciousness of Jesusisthe
true mission of every Christian in the world. Consequently, the
Evangelization and Catechesisfulfil thecommissionsof theLord.
Have we forgotten to share the treasures of the Bible? Or have we
with our strong finance, built theingtitutionsto gather the money from
the pockets of ordinary people? Unlesswe share the treasure of the
Bible, our activitiesares mply for our self-satisfaction, self-engagement
or for worldly gain. We have to believe in amissiology whichisa
witnessing of the salvific presence of Jesusin the society rather than
dominating and conquering liketheWestern colonial counterpart.
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Mission cannot betrand ated smply intermsof devel opment and socia
work; but it isthe process of making the dignified human beingsand
nourishing them to become adistinguished Christian community by
the encounter with Christ and his Good News.

. Catechesisisacall for personal holinesswith Christ, andto havea
socia solidarity with every human being. Ultimately, Christisat the
centre of every Christian religious experience. Heisthe fullness of
truthandlife(Jdn 1:16).

Hea sotook questionsand clarificationsfrom the participantswithout
amoderator. Therewere so many queriesasto how catechism could
beeffectivefor faith of todays studentsand youth.

Education for Evangelization

—Dr. Frazer Mascarenhas SJ, Former Principal, St. Xavier’sCollege,
Mumbai

He spoke doquently that inthe21st century, the most serious problem
that Indiafacesisthelack of quality educationthat can light theflame
inour heartsand minds. Rotelearning hasresulted in our children not
developing theset of skillsthat studentsneed: critica thinking, complex
reasoning, effective problem solving, good expression and inter-
disciplinary interaction. The lack of global skills and the rampant
commercidization of education continuein our land. When politicians
begin to think that they are the best educationistsin the world and
when they bring commercia and political intereststo bear onthispublic
good, then weknow that corruption has become subtle but even more
powerful than before. When the colour brush of ideology dictatesthe
policy and eventhe content of education, we can anticipatethekindling
of conflict and the poisoning of theplural socia fabric of society. The
illogical, yet blatant, denigration of scienceisacasein point, asreigious
mythology isattempted to be passed off asscienceand well-established
scientifictheoriesareridiculed by the senior-most political leadership
of the country.

Theevangdizing role of Christian education which bringsthelight of
the Gogpd to bear onthissituation, by creetively gpplying critica thinking
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and scientific enquiry to our devel oping Situation, issomething we must
all exercise. Christian education becomesan arenafor evangelization
asit affirms the radical goodness of the world created by God; it
seeksthetota formation of each individual withinthe community; it
caresfor the development of the imaginative, the affective and the
creative dimensions of each student; it fosters the formation of a
bal anced person; ardigiousdimension permeatestheentire education;
it promotesadia ogue between faith and culture; itinsstsonindividua
carefor every student; and it isvalue oriented. Christian education
pursues excellence and seeksto form women and men who live for
others, persons of “competence, conscience and compassionate
commitment”. The contribution of Christian educational institutions
and educationists, with backing from sections of Indian society that
are committed to the Indian Constitution, will help to make Indiaa
nation that can play itsrolein globa society. Our cultureand our people
haveanimportant contribution to maketo theworld—something unique,
with depth of meaning and aquality of lifethat theworld hungersfor
inthemidst of itsmaterial degeneration. Education alonecankindle
that flameinyoung India; it can be the leaven that permeates all of
human society.

This session was moderated by Rev. Sr. Alice CMC. There
were many questions and clarificationsregarding the effectiverole
education can play for evangelization.

Fr. Paulson M uthipeedika presented the Takeaway / Suggestionsfrom
the National Seminar on Evangelization.

1. Everyone herepray for the Evangelization of one person

2. Every Community to which we belong pray for asmany members
therearein the community.

3. Every onedo something concretefor Evangeliztion being thelight
of theworld and salt of the earth and going beyond

4. Every community do something concretefor Evangelization

5. If we belong to community which catersto aparish, make surethat
thelaity intheparishisgivenright orientation and proper training for
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Evangelizationlike- Paul Courseetc

6. All the Superiors / Heads animate the community / group for
Evangedlization by makingit asthe top priority amongthed| theservices
7. Form Groupsof Interested Fathers, Sisters, Brothersand Laity for
evangelization to pray oncein amonth at suitable placeand planthe
course of action and do something concretefor Evangelization at the
Diocese/ Province/ Zone/ Community level.

The Compassionate Face of Jesus — Evangelization through
Social Apostolate

—Fr. Anil Mathew Pazhooppallil CMI, Director, Railway Childline,
Bhopal

Hesaid how Jesusisthe ‘ enfleshment’ of acompassionate God and
Jesus manifested God’s compass on towards humanity. According to
our faith, the kenosis-incarnation of God in the person of Jesus of
Nazareth and the theosis-divinization of the humanin JesusChrist are
two sides of onereality. Hence we Christians have aunigque Reason
to be compassionate. Very often people raise doubts about our
missionary endeavours. Peopl e suspect some hidden agendain our
charitable activities. Let'susbeclear in our intentions. Love of God
manifested in Jesusisthereason for what we do. Wedon't have any
motive for what we do - no future motive of reward but areasonin
the past that compels us. Do wefed it that way? Whenever we are
asked about our intentions of an action, do we have the boldnessto
say, For Christ’slove compelsus (2 Cor 5:14)? Can wewrite on the
wallsof our institutionswhere we keep the picture of Jesuspublicly,
“For Jesus Christ’slove compelsus (2 Cor 5:14).” We arefollowing
thefootsteps of our Master and Lord Jesus Christ.

A Christ like compassion is such that makes oneto reach out to the
other intheir suffering and touch the untouchablein order to alleviate
the suffering and restore the dignity of life.We are called to suffer
with the *suffering’ as Jesus did. Let uslisten to what God's word
teaches us about mercy, and allow that word to resound in thelife of
the Church. The Gospel tellsus. “ Blessed arethe merciful, because
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they shall obtainmercy” (Mt 5:7). St. Chavaratoo urges usto make
our lifeworth and meaningful “let therebeno day inyour lifeinwhich
you did no good to others’. In our day to day life, we come across
with peoplewho arein distressand are over burdened with sufferings
and illnessin the place where we live and outside. As consecrated
peoplewe are endowed with the power of Christ. Canwe conscioudy
allow ourselvesto bethe channel of HisGraceby gettingintothelife
of our suffering bretheren without expecting any reward and thus
becomethe‘ compassionate’ face of Jesusto the other?
Evangelization and Media

- Dr. James ML, Former Director of Navchetana, Bhopal
Hisfocusswason - The Catholic Church has always advocated the
use of whatever mediaareavailabletoit in bringing the Gospdl tothe
endsof the Earth. We must wel comethe use of so-called “ new media’
inthistask. Theinternet has becomelikethe nervous system of our
culture. If our young peopleand othersarelivinginthisgigantic network,
then we, as people of faith, need to be in there dialoguing with the
inhabitants of thisworld, with the men and women who dwell inthe
web.

Electronic congregation Billionsof peopleliveinthesocia networks.
These have been described asamong the biggest countriesin theworld
—and they are countrieswith no barriers. The Gospel mandate given
tousby Chrigtisto“go out tothewholeworld’,, thenwemust nowadays
includethedigital world and proclaim the Good Newsthere.

Digital missionaries Thereisan opportunity for ustoinitiateadigital
missionary movement. | have in mind calling people to be online
missionaries, sailing out into the“ digital sea”, spreading the Gospel on
the“digital continent” while at the sametimejoining together in an
onlinecommunity of prayer and other commitments. Let'srisetothe
mission.

Art enters precisdly into the depths of the conscience. Theexpression
“apicture speaksathousand words” is particularly apt for the culture
inwhichwelive. Image-intensive social mediaplatforms promote
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sharing through memes, stories, and snippets of information that go
viral. For young people, imagesare not adistraction from the central
message but constitute the messageitself. Images can be apowerful
but gentleway to bring them more deeply into the Gospel.
Evangelization through Healing Ministry

—Dr. LaithaJMJ, Consultant General and L ap Surgeon, Hyderabad
Shehighlighted these points- A . For Institutions:

1. Thecreation of pastoral teams made up of chaplains, councillor,
health workers, catholic volunteers etc with regular visits to the
Patients.

2. The celebration of the sacramentsin hospitals- facilitating access
to the sacraments, especially the Eucharist and Anointing.

3. Organising Eucharistic procession in the Hospital regularly.
Conducting the“ Jericho Rosary” through the wards and room lanes
of theHospital.

4. A consoling and supportive environment and aplacefor prayer.(
Depicting the healing picture of Jesus, healing quotationsfrom the
Bibleand changing themtimetotime.)

5. Create an pleasant atmosphere at the front office of the hospital.
6. Specid attentionto theAffordability.

B . Individuals in the Institutions and in the field.

1. Attitude- Bejoyful becauseyou are blessed to take care of flush of
Jesusinthe suffering. So awayswear happy and smiling continence
when serving the sick.

2. Relateto patient tenderly and caringly. Let gracebe at work . Give
quality timefor every patient.

3. Transfer the touch of love and caring word while attending the
patient may it befor medication or any other procedure.

4. Try all the possible meansto laugh with patient. Because laughter
really isthe best medicine.

5. When ever thereis Opportunity pray with the patient for healing.
------- L et the patient see Christ in you, Feel Christ through you and
experiencethe healing power of Jesusthrough you.
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“TALK LESS’ DONOT MANY, BEMORE.

When thereis chance then speak of Christ.

Let your “verybeing” transfer the person of Christto every Sickin
your circle.

Address - Rt. Rev. Dr. Archbishop Leo Cornelio SVD, Archbishop
of Bhopal. In hisaddresstheArchbishop Leo Corndlio highlighted the
need to have out comefrom thisseminar. Whileappreciating the CMIs
for thegreat serviceto the churchin MPhecalled on everyone present
to be effectiveevangelizers.

Message — Rt. Rev. Dr. Vijay Anand Nedumpuram CMI. Bishop
Emeritus, Chanda. In his message he appreciated the organi zers of
the seminar with the complement that he had not attended a better
seminar in hislifetime. He spoke about the need to get into thelife of
the peoplewith the message of Jesus Christ.

Presidential Address - Rev. Fr. Paul Achandy CMI, Prior General

He appreciated the beautiful way of cel ebrating the golden jubilee of
CMI Presencein MPwith aNational Seminar on Evangelization. He
quoting from Pope Francissaid that the every one especialy the CMIs
have to be put on adiet of evangelization so the Church will grow
better. He a so had words of appreciation for the very meaningful and
systematic way of organizing the Seminar.

Vote of thanks — Fr. Paulson MuthipeedikaCM I, General Convener
He thanked everyone — the Dignitaries, the Resource Persons, the
Participants, the Poornodaya, SamanvayaFamily and al whoworked
very hard to make the Seminar an enriching experience. He said that
many people were praying for the seminar and it was not he or any
other fatherswho madeit great but the Holy Spirit. He said that the
Spirit of the Lord was at work in this seminar to move the hearts of
the people. Theinaugural session and the concluding sessionswere
very elegantly anchored by Fr. Dr Joby Pulikkan, the Councillor for
Education of CMI St. Province, Bhopal. Fr. Paulson Muthipeedika
introduced the resource persons and guided the seminar al through.
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Conclusion of Golden Jubilee of CMI Presence in MP with
Holy Eucharistic Celebration led by His Grace Arch Bishop
Leo Cornelio SVD, Archbishop, Bhopal and Very Rev. Fr.Paul
Achandy CMI, Prior General at St. Paul School, Anand Nagar,
Bhopal. Fr. Diego Award to be conferred on Rev. Fr. Canisius
from Chanda by his Grace Archbishop Leo Cornelio SVD
Releasing the History of CMI Presence in Madhyapradesh by
Very Rev. Fr. Paul Achandy CMI, Prior General

Golden Jubilee Agape

“How beautiful are the feet of those who bring Good News” Rom.
10 /15. Millions and Millions of People in India are waiting for
the Good News of Jesus Christ. Committed convinced persons
are called upon to be the sharers of the Good News of Love and
Compassion of Jesus Christ through their life, activities and
proclamation. Let this seminar invigorate us to be really full timers
as the messengers of Jesus Christ.

Fr. Paulson Muthipeedika CMI
General Coordinator

CMI Provincial House, 59,

Govind Garden, Govindpura, 462 023
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News from CMI CURIA

1. 73 novices made their first profession in CMI family on
8 December 2018. Congratulations to the newly professed and
sincere gratitude to all the novice masters for accompanying
them to the religious life. The newly professed members in
the congregation will gather in Chavara Hills, Kakkanad
on 23, 24 and 25 April 2019.

2. The meeting of the North Indian Provincials was held at
Chavara Dham Novitiate, Budhni on 7 December 2018. Rev.
Fr. Vicar General presided over the meeting.

3. Retreat for CMI members was organized at CSR
Pariayram in preparation for the feast of our Mother of
Immaculate Conception during 2-7 December 2018.

4. A carol competition was organized at Chavara Bhavan,
Kainakary. Thirteen teams participated in the competition
and a lot of people came to enjoy the carols. Congratulations
to Rev. Frs. Thomas Kallukalam and Thomas Irumpukuthiyil.
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5. Chavara Samskruthy Puraskaram, for the contributions
to the Culture constituted by Chavara Cultural Centre was
awarded to the renowned writer Sr. M.T. Vasudevan Nair
on 15 December 2018 at Kesavamenon Hall, Kozhikode.

6. The retreat for the deacons, an immediate preparation
for the priestly ordination was held in CSR Pariyaram during
15 - 22 December 2018. The retreat preacher was Rev. Fr.
Shaji OFM Cap.

7. Chavara Family welfare centre and Chavara Cultural
centre together organized a Christmas celebration and
Chavara Christmas Carol competition on 22 December 2018.
Mar Sebastian Vaniyapurackal, the Curia Bishop, was the
chief guest for the celebration and gave the awards for the
winners.

8. The Chavara hills Community shared the joy of Christmas
with the neighbours around and the differently abled inmates
of Providence home, Vilangu and the LSDP sisters, on 22
December 2018. More than two hundred people from different
religions were present and they enriched the celebrations with
their cultural programmes.

9. The priestly ordination of our deacons in India was held
from 26 December 2018.

10. The newly ordained priests of CMI congregation
assembled in Chavara Hills on 2" January 2019. Chavara
Hills community thanked the Lord for the gift of their
priesthood in CMI family and prayed for them. After the
Eucharistic Adoration and the dinner, the newly ordained
priests shared their experiences and expectations. Rev. Fr.
Prior General and Rev. Fr. Vicar General felicitated them and
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reminded them on the challenges ahead and expectations of
the congregation.

11. The New mission house of the Chanda Province in
Karayamparambu was blessed on Friday, 01 January 2019
by his Excellency Rt. Rev. Dr. Ephrem Nariculam, the Bishop
of the diocese of Chanda.

12. The feast of our beloved founder was celebrated in St.
Kuriakose Elias Pilgrim Centre, St. Joseph’s Monastery,
Mannanam on January 3, 2019. The newly ordained priests
celebrated the solemn high mass in Mannanam in the morning
and in the evening. They spent the whole day in prayer at the
tomb of our beloved founder. The 10 days long celebrations
were well attended by the bishops, priests, religious and the

laity.

13. The General Plenary Assembly of our congregation was
held from January 4 to 8, 2019 in Jerusalem Retreat Centre,
Thrissur. The General Plenary began with the Holy Eucharistic
Celebration presided over by Rev. Fr. Prior General along with
the General Council team. Hon’ble Justice Kurian Joseph gave
the orientation talk and stressed upon to focus our attention
on the sheep without shepherd than ministering the sheep
with the shepherd and to act as catalysts to form inclusive
communities of Kingdom of God. Rev. Fr. Jose Mariadas OIC,
Provincial, Rev. Fr. Thomas Malipurath SVD, Rector, SVD
Seminary Pune, Rev. Dr. Valsan Thampu, former Principal
of St. Stephen’s College, Delhi, Rev. Fr. M. K. George SJ,
Provincial, Mr. Romid and Mr. Bhagwan Agarwal, Indore
were the external experts to critically analyse our religious
life, formation and apostolic mission in evangelization,
education & media, social outreach, agriculture and
administration of our resources. All the members of the GPA
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took keen interest to evolve a vision and orientation for CMI
congregation in preparation for the GS 38 in the context of
200" year of CMI existence.

14.Harmony Festival was celebrated in Mar Thomas
Pontifical Shrine, Azhikode on January 5 - 6, 2019. The event
was organized to create and foster harmony among people
of different religions and cultures through the performance
of music and dance. Harmony International Award was
presented to Mr. Jerry Amaldev, the reputed music director.
Congratulations to Rev. Fr. Paul Poovathingal and Mar Thoma
community for organizing this relevant event in the time of
division and fight among people.

15. Feast of St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara was celebrated in
St. Joseph’s Ashram, Karikkamuri on January 6, 2019.

16. Major Superiors’ meeting was held on January 8-9, 2019
at Jerusalem Retreat Centre and made a critical appraisal of
the General Plenary Assembly and evolved follow up plan
along with a discussion on other concerns.

17.Harmony: Interface of Cosmic, Ethical and Religious
Orders - An international Conference in connection with the
Golden Jubilee of Christ deemed to be University, Bangalore,
organized in collaboration with Dharmaram Vidya Kshetram
was held during 09-12 January 2019 at Christ University,
Bengaluru.

18. The official handing over of the NABH Accreditation
Certificate to Amala Institute of Medical Science, Thrissur
was done by Shri. Pinarayi Vijayan, Hon’ble Chief Minister
of Kerala on 12 January 2019.
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19. Get together and Golden Jubilee celebration of priestly
ordination were held on 15, 16 and 17 January 2019 and of the
first Profession was on 22, 23 and 24 January 2019 at Chavara
Hills, Kakkanad. Get together and Silver Jubilee
celebration of priestly ordination was held on 18, 19 and 20
January 2019 and of the first profession on 01, 02, and 03
February 2019 at Chavara Hills, Kakkanad.They spent the
days in prayer reflection, thanksgiving and sharing. Rev. Fr.
Augustine Pamplani CST, Rev. Fr. Mathew Illathuparambil
and Rev. Fr. Thomas Kochumuttom were the resource persons.
The Chavara Hills Community celebrated the joy of the jubilee
with them.

20. Chavara Cultural Centre in collaboration with CMC
Vimala Province, Ernakulam and the General Departments
of Education and Evangelization organized the staging of
Arivinte Nervelicham a Social Drama by CSR Pariyaram,
Chavara communications, based on the Chavarul of St.
Chavara. Along with the Drama a seminar on the Shepard
acts was also organized on 26 January 2019 at Town Hall,
Ernakulam. Prof. M.K. Sanu, Prof. Savithri Lakshman, Dr.
Vallikavu Mohandas, Mr. John Paul and Mr. T. M. Abraham
presented papers.

21. CMI Retreat Preachers” Meet: Get-together of CMI retreat
preachers was held during 21-25 January 2019, at CSR,
Pariyaram. Forty CMI preachers participated in the gathering.
Rev. Fr. Binoy Karimaruthinkal, Rev. Fr. Daniel Poovannathil,

Bishop Mar joseph Pamplany, Rev. Fr. Shaji OFM Cap., Rev.
Fr. Jojo Maripatt VC, Rev. Fr.Jose Kuriedath CMI, Rev. Fr.
Joy Kakkanattu CMI, Rev. Fr. Roy Palatty CMI and Rev. Fr.
Thomas Vattakattu CMI offered the sessions. Congratulations
to Rev. Fr. Saju Chackalackal and the CSR team for organizing
the gathering.
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22. Convocation ceremony was held in DVK on 28 January
2019. His Beatitude Mar George Alencherry, Major
Archbishop of the Syro- Malabar Church and the Chancellor
of DVK presided over the functions and awarded the degrees
and Dr. Jobe Abbas OFM Conv., Professor of Canon Law,
Ottawa, Canada, gave an inspiring Convocation address.

23.The death anniversary of Servant of God Fr.
Canisius was commemorated on January 29, 2019 in St.
Teresa’s Monastery, Ampazhakkad. Rev. Fr. Prior General
Celebrated the concelebrated divine liturgy and gave a
touching homily on the life and legacy of SG Fr. Canisius after
our founder St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara. Mar Stephen
Chirappanath, the Apostolic Visitor for the Syro-Malabar
faithful living in Europe, sung the divine office.

24. Platinum Jubilee of SH College, Thevara was inaugurated
by Hon'ble Vice President Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu on 01
February 2019. Rev. Fr. Prior General and Rev. Fr. Jose
Kuriedath, Provincial were present with other dignitaries.

25.The Samavartanam in Samanvaya Theological College,
Bhopal was held at Bhopal on 02 February 2019 and
at Carmel Vidya Bhavan, Pune on 20 January 2019.

26.Iraq Visit: Rev. Fr. Prior General, Fr. Saju Chackalackal,
General Councillor for Evangelization and Fr. Josey
Thamarassery, Provincial, Nirmal Province, Jagdalpur visited
the Archdiocese of Kirkuk and Sulaimanyah in Iraq from
February 3-7, 2019. They visited the mission parishes and
institutions and had a discussion with Archbishop Mar Yousif
Thomas Mirkis and spoke to His Beatitude Patriarch Raffel
Zako on initiating a mission in Kirkuk and Sulaimanyah and
Bagdad Archdioceses.
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27.The Quinquennial gathering of CMIs ordained in 2017-
18 was held at Chavara Hills, Kakkanad during 5-8 February
2019. Thirty Eight young priests were present for the gathering
and Rev. Fr. Shaji OFM. Cap and Rev. Fr. Thomas
Kochumuttam gave inspiring inputs. Congratulations to Fr.
Joshy Cheruparambil for organizing the gathering.

28. Carmelites in India: Rev. Fr. Prior General, Rev. Fr. Saju
Chackalackal and Rev. Fr. Francis Thonippara represented
CMI congregation in the 400 Years of Carmelites presence
in India celebration held in Goa on February 10,2019. Rev.
Fr. Prior General moderated the panel discussion and gave
felicitation address during the jubilee
gathering.Contemplation and Proclamation, Carmelite
Charisma for a Renewed Indian Missionedited by Rev. Fr.
Saju Chackalackal was released during the gathering.

29. A seminar Cum Workshop on Socially Oriented
Formation in Major Seminaries was organized by Dharmaram
College, Banagalore during 08-10 February 2019. Josua Mar
Ignathious (Vice-President of CBCI) gave the inaugural
address and Rev. Fr. Prior General presided over the function.
Bishop Theodore Mascarenhas (General Secretary CBCI) was
the chief guest for the concluding session. The program was
well organized and brought in significant insights to evolve a
socially oriented formation. There were fourteen sessions and
the keynote addresses were given by Justice Kurian Joseph
(Former Supreme Court Judge), Jerry Rosario SJ (Social
Activist), Ram Puniyani (Former Professor, IIT Mumbai), Dr.
Pushparajan (Former Professor, Kamaraj University,
Madurai), Sukhadeo Thorat (Former Professor, JNU Delhi),
Jacob Peenickaparampil CMI (Trainer and Consultant, NGO)
and Santhosh Hegde (Former Supreme Court Judge).
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Congratulations to Rev. Fr. Rector, Rev. Fr. Tomy Kattampally,
the convener and the entire team.

30. The Birthday of St. Chavara was celebrated at Kainakari
and Mannanam. At Kainakari, the birthplace of St. Chavara
the celebrations were held during 01-10-February 2019 with
solemn holy mass in the evening and the novena of St.
Chavara. The ten-day celebrations included Kainakari
Christian family gathering, the blessing of boats, interreligious
gathering, gathering of mothers and fathers of Alappuzha
Forane, day for farmers, senior citizen day, children’s’
day, Prasudhendhi Sangamam, Eucharistic procession,
teachers day, Rosary Procession, Drama- Arivinte
Neervelicham. On 10 February Mar Tony Neelamkavil,
Auxiliary Bishop of Thrissur celebrated the solemn sung mass
and lead the novena. 3500 people had the agape lunch.

31. At Mannanam the celebrations were on 10 February 2019
with Ezhuthiniruthu for children in the morning after the
solemn sung mass. A Seminar on  St.
Chavara:Navothananayakan was also organized in which Dr.
Jancy James and Dr. Cyriac Thomas led the sessions. In the
Evening there was a Chavara Celebration at K.E. School were
the drama Martyrdom of Anasthasia was staged.

32. The first round of the Inter-university Chavara Elocution
competition, organized by Chavara Cultural Centre, Kochi
was held at nine different Colleges across Kerala on 06
February 2019. The finals will be held at Chavara Cultural
Centre on 16 February 2019.

33. To commemorate the feast/birthday of St. Kuriakose Elias
Chavara, our beloved founder, Chavara Hills community
organized a get together of the priests and the religious in
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Kakkand, Chavara Day 2019 on 12 February. The
programme consisted of a prayer service, agape and some
entertainment programmes of the participants. Around 100
priests and religious took part in the programme. Thanks to
Rev. Fr. Paul Chakkanikunnel, the Prefect and team for
organizing the event in an appealing way.

34.The Animators’ Training programme for the CMI
Constitution Retreat was held from February 13-17, 2019 in
Chavara Hills, Kakkanad. 73 members attended the program.
It was well organized by Rev. Fr. Saju Chackalackal, General
Councillor for Evangelization and Pastoral ministry and
Chavara Hills Community. Rev. Fr. Prior General gave the
inaugural message. The presence of Rev. Fr. Thomas Aykara,
Rev. Fr. Thomas Mampra, Rev. Fr. Thomas Kadankavil , Rev.
Fr. Thomas Kochumuttom, provincials and other resource
persons enriched the program. It was decided to organize
the constitution retreat at province level and in formation
houses and a few at Generalate level.

35.Rev. Fr. Saverio Cannistra OCD, Superior General,
Assistant General and General Councillor for India of OCD,
visited Chavara Hills on February 13, 2019. Rev. Fr. Prior
General welcomed him to the community and Rev. Fr. Saverio
Cannistra OCD addressed Chavara Hills community and the
animators for the CMI Constitution Retreat followed by a joint
discussion with CMI and OCD General Council teams.

36. Rev. Fr. Vicar General made the canonical visitation in
CMI novitiate houses in Punalur, Kappad, Neriamangalam,
Karukutty, Ampazhakkad, Velanthavalam and Marykunnu
from February 11, 2019.
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37.Rev. Fr. Prior General made the Canonical visitation in
Kakkadampoil, Niravilpuzha and CSR from February 20-
27,2019.

38. Golden Jubilee of St. Thomas Province Kozhikode was
celebrated on February 23 at Silver Hills, Paroppady. His Grace
Mar George Valiamattam, Archbishop of Tellicherry presided
over the Holy Eucharistic celebration and gave the homily.
Mar Antony Kariyil, Bishop of Mandya, Mar Jose Porunedam,
Bishop of Mananthavady, Mar Remigius Inchananiyil, Bishop
of Thamarassery, and Rt. Rev. Dr. Varghese Chackalackal,
Bishop of Kozhikode and a good number of priests, religious
and lay representatives attended the programme. On behalf
of CMI congregation, Rev. Fr. Prior General congratulated
St. Thomas Province family for their significant contributions
in Malabar and in other places. Rev. Fr. Provincial and the
entire province community deserve appreciation for the simple
and meaningful jubilee celebration launching 17 innovative
projects for the greater good of the society.

39.Jerusalem Retreat Centre and Social Apostolate
Department of the Province with the support of other
agencies, gave financial support to 1000 poor
families affected by Cancer and kidney diseases. Rev. Fr.
Walter Thelappilly gave the message and Rev. Fr. Prior General
celebrated the Holy Eucharist and distributed the financial
aid on March 3, 2019. Congratulations to Rev. Fr. Davis
Pattath, Director Jerusalem Retreat Centre and team for this
charitable event in preparation for the Lent.

Upcoming Events
1. The newly professed members of CMI family will
assemble in PG House, Chavara Hills from April 23-25, 2019.
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2. The preparation for the final profession will begin from
April 25, 2018 in Chavara Hills, Kakkanad, followed by
retreat in Sehion Retreat Centre, Attappady and further
preparatory programmes in CSR Pariyaram.

3. The Quinquennial programme for the junior priests will
be held in Chavara Hills, Kakkanad from May 8 -10, May 22-
24, August 9-11 and November 8-10, 2019 and in Poornodaya,
Bhopal from September 28-30 and October 8-10, 2019. All
the junior priests who have been ordained from December
2013 to 2017 shall attend one of the programmes without
fail.

4. CMI Foundation Day will be celebrated in St. Kuriakose
Elias Pilgrim Centre, St. Joseph’s Monastery, Mannanam on
May 11, 2019. CMI Awards will be presented on Foundation
Day.

5. Koinonia, get together of our members ordained during
1991-1995 will be held in Chavara Hills during 03-05 May
2019.

6. Koinonia, get together of our members ordained during
2001-2005 will be held in Chavara Hills during 12-14 May
2019.

7. 24. Koinonia, get together of our members ordained
during 1996-2000 will be held in Chavara Hills during 17-19
May 2019.

8. Koinonia, get together of our members ordained during
2006-2010 will be held in Chavara Hills during 26-28 May
2019.

9. General Formation Council and Major Superiors
Meeting will be held in Dharmaram College, Bangalore from
August 30 to September 2, 2019.
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10. CMI Mission Year: 1 October 2018 - 31 October 2019.

11. CMI Mission Congress: Friday, 27 September 2019 -
Tuesday, 1 October 2019.

12. The declaration of St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara Region,
will be held on March 17, 2019 at Chavara Regional House,
Dhule, Maharashtra

13. The minor orders and diaconate of theology students in
Dharmaram College, Bangalore will be held on March 25 and
26, 2019 and in Samanvaya, Bhopal on March 31, 2019.

14. Two day seminar in connection with the Silver Jubilee
of Samanvaya Theological College will be held in
Samanvaya, Bhopal on April 1 and 2, 2019.

15. Meeting of Theologians and Philosophers Forum on July
26-28, 2019 at Dharmaram College, Bangalore. Mark your
calendar !

Congratulations and Best wishes to
% Rev. Fr.Jose Palatty for his new book Vachana Vazhiyile
Ormakalum Anubhavangalum, a collection of Spiritual essays.

*

% Rev. Fr. Davis Panadan for his new Book Political Science:
Organisations and Institutions which is a university reference
book for BA, LL. B students and Faculty and is the ninth book
from the Christ Academy Institute of Law (CAIL).

% Rev. Fr. Johny Chirackal for his new book Pranayagni:
Daivadasi Mother Mary Celine which is published by CMC
Mary Matha Publications.

< Rev. Fr. Sunil Kizhakkethil for his new collection of
Poems Hiuen Tsanginte Kootukari published by Sapiens
Literature, Thrissur.
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% Bishop Gregory Karotemprel for the fourth book of
the Builders of Syro-Malabar Church: A Series on the Great
Builders of the Syro-Malabar Church through the
Centuries published by Deepti Publications, Rajkot.

% Rev. Fr. Varghese Paul Panenghat for his new
book Sukrutham Pookunna Veeduwhich is a handbook for
family apostolate and family renewal published by CMI St.
Paul’s Province, Mysuru.

% Rev. Fr. George Palamattam for his new book Scripture
Reflections: Sundays and Solemnities which is the collections
according to the Latin Liturgical Calendar, published by
Blessed Hope Publishing, Mauritius.

% Rev. Fr. Abraham Vettiyankal CMI who took charge as
the Vice-Chancellor of Christ University on 01 March 2019
and also to Rev. Fr. Jose Chennattusserry CMI who has been
appointed as the Pro-Vice-Chancellor.

% Sincere gratitude to Rev. Fr. Thomas Chathamparampil
CMI for his selfless service in leading Christ University to its
glory as its Vice-Chancellor.

% Rev. Fr. Binesh Joseph Kattackanadayil is the new Sub-
Regional Superior of San Mateo Sub-Region, Peru. Rev. Fr.
Joseph Areeplackal is the new Asst. Superior and Rev. Fr.
George Vellaringattu is the new Councillor. Prayers and
wishes to the new team.

% Rev. Fr. George Punchayil for his new book Bartholomiyo
Achan Malabarile Prarthana Preshithan published by the
Department of Education & Media of Communications,
Amalapuri.

% Rev. Fr. Michael Palamparampil (Anoop Dev) for his
new book Adrusyante Thalodal annovel (which was originally
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published in Sathyadeepam) published by St. Paul’s,
Ernakulam.

% Rev. Fr. Saju Chackalackal for his edited
work Contemplation and Proclamation in Carmel: Carmelite
Charisma for a Renewed Indian Mission published by
Dharmaram Publications, Bengaluru.

% Rev. Fr. Francis Vallapura for his collected and edited
work St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara: A Milestone in the History
of Eclogue published by the Education & Communication
Media, Thiruvananthapuram.

*

% Rev. Fr. Sijan Paul Unnukallel CMI for successfully
defending his Doctoral thesis titled The Elements of Quality
Education in Indian Schools from the Management
department of CMJ University, Shillong.

< Rev. Fr. Thomas Kadankavil CMI who was awarded
with Mar Joseph Kundukulam Award for theological
Publications by Maryvijayam Magazine on the occasion of
its Maryvijayam Sahithyotsavam.

% Rev. Fr. Cherian Kunianthodath CMI for his new
collection of Malayalam poems Kapotham, published from
Janatha Bookstall, Thevara, Kochi.

% Novice Nikhil Thachuparambil CMI for his book of small
reflections Visudhiyude Pachapp published by Sophia Books,
Kozhikode.

% Rev. Fr. Joshy Malekudiyil CMI for his new book
titled, February 29.

% Rev. Fr. Francis Kanichikattil CMI for his new book
Christavavisvasam Bharatha Prambaryarthil
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% Rev. Fr. Fr. Joby Pulikkan CMI who successfully defended
his doctoral thesis titled Metagenome analysis of human gut
Microbiome and its influence in Autism from the department
of Genomics of the Central University of Kerala, under the
guidance of Dr. Tony Grace and received PhD degree from
the honourable Governor of Kerala during the 3rd Convocation
ceremony of the University on 02 March 2019.

% Rev. Fr.Joy Peenickaparambil CMI who received the All
Kerala Catholic Congress Award for Most Valuable
Contribution in the field of Arts and Sports.

T Let’s Remember the Departed Souls

% Rev. Fr. Aidan Kulathinal CMI (90), (St. Joseph Province,
Kottayam) was called for eternal reward, today, 09 January
2019 at Mary Queens Mission Hospital, Kanjirappally. His
funeral was held on 10 January 2019, at St. Vincent
Monastery, Pala, 2.00pm.

% Rev. Fr. Joseph Thekkevattakattu CMI (70), (St. Joseph
Province, Kottayam) slept in the Lord on Wednesday, 26
December 2018. His funeral was at St. Ann’s Monastery,
Kurianad on Friday, 28 December 2018 at 02.30 pm.

% Rev. Fr. Louis Malieckal CMI (82) (St. Paul Province,
Bhopal) was called to eternal reward on, 25 February 2019
due to a massive Cardiac Arrest at Deva matha Hospital,
Bhopal. His funeral service was held on Friday, 01 March
2019 at 2.00 pm at Mata Mariam Church, Poornodaya,
Bhopal, followed by burial at Yesu Ashram, Bhopal.

% Rev. Fr. Joseph Angadiyath CMI (76), (St. Paul’s Province,
Mysuru) was called to eternal rest on 01 March 2019 at 10.50
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am. His funeral was on, 02 March 2019 at 3 pm at St. Paul’s
Carmel House, Thandavapura.

¢ Mrs. Thresia Kuriakose (82), beloved Mother of Fr.
Varghese Kachapilly CMI (Sacred Heart Province, Kochi)
was called to eternal rest on 10 December 2018. Her funeral
took place on 10 December 2018 at 4.30pm at St. Rita Church,
Champannoor.

% Mr. Xavier Thottamkara (82), beloved father of Fr. Joby
Thottamkara CMI (Sacred Heart Province, Kochi) slept in
the Lord, yesterday, 11 December 2018.His funeral will be
today, 12 December 2018 at Sacred Heart Church, llithodudu,
Malayattoor at 3.00pm.

% Mr. E.D. George (77), beloved father of Rev. Fr. Reji
Ethapiri CMI (Marymatha Vice-Province, Hyderabad and
at present at Texas, USA) slept in the Lord yesterday, 19
December 2018. His funeral will be today, 20 December 2018
at4 pm at Holy Family Church, Mankuzhy, Ernakulam Arch-
diocese.

% Mrs. Thressiama (76), beloved mother of Rev. Fr. Jose
Chirappanath CMI (Devamatha Province, Thrissur) slept
in the Lord on 20 December 2018. Her funeral was on 20
December 2018 at 4.30 pm at St. Sebastian’s Church,
Annanad.

% Sr. Gracemaria SH (74), beloved sister of Fr. Augustine
Thengumpallil CMI (St. Joseph Province, Kottayam) slept
in the Lord on Tuesday, 03 December 2018. Her funeral was
on 06 December 2018 at 2.00 pm at St. Michael’s Church,
Pazhayidam.
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% Annam (91), beloved sister of Fr. Jose Vadakinedath CMI
(Devamatha Province, Thrissur), slept in the Lord on 04
December 2018. Her funeral was at 05 December 2018 at 03.30
pm at St. Joseph’s Church, Pazhukkara.

% Mr. Kuriakose Kalapurackal (91), beloved brother of
Fr. Chackochan Kalapurackal CMI (Carmel Province,
Muvattupuzha) slept in the Lord on 10 December 2018,
morning. His funeral was on Wednesday, 12 December, 2018
at St. Sebastian’s Church, Ezhalloor at 10 am.

% Sr. Vandhana Joseph SSpS (65)beloved elder sister of
Fr. Jose Parathnal CMI (St. John's Province, Bijnor) was called
to eternal reward on 27 December 2018 at 2.30pm. Her
funeral was on Sunday, 30 December 2018 at 2.30 pm at St.
Arnold’s Catholic Church, Jharsuguda, Orissa.

% Mr. Augusty (77), beloved Brother of Bro. Ouseph
Vettickal CMI (Devamatha Province, Thrissur) was called
to eternal reward on 30 December 2018. His funeral will be
tomorrow, 01 January 2019 at 03 pm at St. Marys Forane
Church, Mookkannur.

% Mrs. Elizabeth Vadakkedath (90) beloved mother of Fr.
Joseph Vadakkedath CMI (St. Xavier’s Province, Rajkot) slept
in the Lord on 20 January 2019, at 1.30 pm. Her funeral was
on Tuesday, 22 January 2019 at St. Mary’s Church, Kavakkad
, Ayavana at 9.30 am.

% Mr. Shajan(54) beloved father of Bro. Sudeep Vadassery
CMI (Sacred Heart Province, Kochi; doing Degree 2nd year
at Rajagiri), slept in the Lord due to an accident, on, 26 January
2019. His funeral was at St. Joseph Church, Maramkodu near
Pariyaram at 4:30 pm on Monday, 28 January 2019.
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% Mr. Devassy Punnackal (93), the beloved father of Fr.
Antony Punnackal CMI (St. John's Province, Bijnor) was
called for eternal rest on 01 February 2019 at 3.45 pm. His
funeral was on 02 February 2019 at 3.00pm at St. Mary’s
Church, Kaippattoor, Kalady.

% Mr. Vareeth Vazhappilly (86), beloved father of Fr.
Johnson Vazhappilly CMI(Sacred Heart Province, Kochi)
was called to eternal reward on, 08 February 2019. His funeral
was on, 09 February 2019 at 3 pm at St. Mary’s Parish,
Koratty.

% Mrs. Ammini Esthapan Kulangara (82) elder sister of
Fr. Sebastian Pereppadan CMI (St. Paul Province, Bhopal)
slept in the Lord on, 21 January 2019 at 10.30 pm. Her funeral
was on Wednesday, 23 January 2019 at St. Mary’s Forane
Church Mookkannoor at 4.00 pm.

% Mr. N. G. Joseph (87) beloved brother of Fr. John
Naduvathussey CMI (St. Xavier's Province, Rajkot) was called
to eternal rest on 02 February 2019. His funeral was on
Monday, 4 February 2019 at St. Joseph’s Church Kadavanthra
at 3.00pm.

% Mr. Joshy George Kochukarottu (51), beloved brother
of Rev. Fr. Sunny Kochukarottu CMI (Carmel Province,
Muvattupuzha) was called to eternal reward on Tuesday, 05
February 2019. His funeral was on Friday, February 08, 2019
at St. Thomas Church Nadukani at 11 am.

¢+ Sr. Senorina CMC (84), beloved eldest sister of Rev. Fr.
George Plackal CMI (St. Paul’s Province, Mysuru) was called
to eternal reward on 08 February 2019 morning, at 10.00
am. Her funeral was on 09 February 2019, at 02. 00 pm at
Carmel Convent, Mala.
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% Mr. N. J. Varkey Naduvilatharayil (Pappachan)
(79) Beloved father of Rev. Fr. Figi Naduvilatharayil CMI (St.
Joseph Province, Kottayam) slept in the Lord, on 18 February
2019.His funeral was on Wednesday, 20 February 2019 at
03.00 pm at Gethsemane Church Palampra, Kanjirapally.

% Mr. E. L. Joy (59) beloved father of Rev. Fr. Lijoy
Elavathingal CMI (Devamatha Province, Thrissur), was called
to eternal reward on 22 February 2019. His funeral was on
23 February 2019 at 4.00 p.m. at St. Joseph’s Church
Pavaratty.

% Mrs. Mary Thoma (87) beloved sister of Rev. Fr. Sebastian
Arimboor CMI (Devamatha Province, Thrissur) was called
to eternal reward on 25 February 2019. Her funeral was on
26 February 2019 at 4.00 p.m. at St. Joseph Church
Poonnukkara.

% Mrs. Kuttiyamma Lukose Vallikattukuzhy (81), beloved
Mother of Rev. Fr. Lukose Vallikattukuzhy CMI (St. Joseph
Province, Kottayam) slept in the Lord on 26 February 2019.
Her funeral was on Saturday, 2 March 2019 at 03.00 pm at
Mar Sleeva Forane Church, Cherpumkal.

% Mrs. Kunjannam (95) beloved mother of Fr. Antony
Kavungal CMI (St. Paul Province, Bhopal) slept in the Lord
on 02 March 2019 at 3 am. Her funeral was on Wednesday,
06 March 2019 at 10 am at Thazhoor.

% Mr. Jose Thunduvalichira (57) beloved brother of Fr.
Philipose Thunduvalichira CMI (St. Joseph’s Province,
Thiruvananthapuram) was called to eternal reward on
Saturday, 02 March 2019. His funeral was on Sunday, 03
March 2019 at 2.00pm at Holy Family Church, Pullangady.
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CVB news

Visit of General Auditor: Thevisit of the General Auditor
to Carmel Vidy Bhavan and itsalied ingtitutionsfor theyear 2018-19
was held from October 5th to 7th, 2018. He went through each and
every record and the documents of the house carefully and gave his
suggestionsand correctionsfor improvement.

X mass and New Year: CVB portrayed the message of
‘Jesus Messianic Royal Dignity as Son of David’ through thecrib
created by the brothersthemselves. Despite all exam schedules, the
crib was blessed and inaugurated on 24th evening, Christmas Eve.
Thereafter wehad afamily gathering which included the gift-exchange.
The Christmasliturgical ceremoniesstartedinthe parish at 10:00 pm,
whichwasfollowed by different cultural programmes, infront of Christ
college campus, by the parishioners.

Onthe eve of New Year celebration in preparation too, we
had the holy hour led by CMC sisters, followed by holy Qurbana.
Thereafter under theleadership of youth of the parish, madean effigy,
New Year'sEve, to mark theringing out of theold and theringingin of
the new Commonly referred to asOld Man or Old Man Gloom, this
public burning, signifying theend of the passing year, isacustomwhose
originsareambiguous.

New priest reception: on January 21st Carmel vidyaBhavan
wel comed theten newly ordained priests. Thereception started inthe
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morning by solemn holy Qurbana, which extended to the evening,
having bible servicefollowed by cultural evening. Onthisoccasion
new priests shared their nostalgic experiences of the stay in the
formation house and entrusted responsibilitiesto the new incumbents
onthisoccasion. The programme ended up with the dinner.

Diaconate: On27th January at Carmel VidyaBhavan, the
four deacons and sub deaconswere blessed by the presence of bishop
JohnVadakke of Bijinor. The diaconate ordination ceremonies started
intheparishat 9:30AM, inthepresenceof Fr. Rector, Fr.Sony (M.C.
of the day) Provincia of Kottayam, different councillors, fathers,
brothers, ssters, parents, relativesand parishnors Gracefilled thejoyous
occasion. After the ceremoniesfollowed thelunch.
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CARMEL PARISH

Ten days rosary devotion: Ten daysRosary devotion began
on 12th to 21st October. The devotion started in the evening by holy
mass. The dayswereallotted to each ward, to lead the holy Qurbana
and therosary. After the holy Qurbanabrothersfrom Carmel Vidya
Bhavan made their speech on different topics about Bl. Mary. On
21st the solemn conclusion of the ten days rosary celebration was
concelebrated by all thefathersfrom Carmel VidyaBhavan, where
Fr.Rector gave the homily, focused on therole of mother Mary inthe
modern era.

Holy Communion: With the ssmple but a deep desire to
receive Jesusinto their hearts, 21 children from Carmel Parish prepared
themsalvesfor their first Holy Communion thisyear. The preparations
for the samelasted for amonth under the able guidance of the CMC
sistersof Nirmala Convent. While some among those who prepared
received Holy Communion intheir native parishestherest 21received
itin Carmel Parish on November 18, 2018. Fr. Rector presided over
the ceremony and also conferred the sacrament of Confirmation to 6
of the 21 children. Thus Carmel witnessed therise of 21 new angels
who received Jesusinto their heart and souls.
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Parish feast: Thisyear’sparish feast of the patron saints of
the parish St.Sebastian, St.Chavaraand Mother Mary wasfrom16 to
25th November. Fr.Shgji Parkapilli, foranevicar of St.Alphonsachurch
Kalewadi, inaugurated the feast day cel ebration by hoisting theflag.
Andthefollowing day’sHoly Qurbanaand Novenawere offered by
different fathers from in and around Pune. On 24th evening in
connectionwith parish day, acollaborated team from Kera a, especialy
certain public figureslike Shri Ramesh Pisharody, NgjimArshad, and
JisJoy, presented asemi comic musical concert for the parishioners.
In the concluding day, celebration began with the Holy Eucharist
celebrated by Rev. Fr. Antony Urlianikal, Fr. Rector, Fr. Sony, Fr.Anish
were concel ebrants. Fr. Arun Chully gave athought provoking homily
and spoke on theimportance of faith, love and sacrificesamong the
membersinthefamily. Many fathers, brothers, and faithful fromthe
locality showed their presence, followed by processionto Bedani, and
endedupinagape.| @ \-m \ =
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Euphony: A month long intense preparation and the hard-
work of several teachers and students of the Carmel Catechetical
Unit found fruit this December in both the Forane aswell asDiocese
level. Inthe Kalewadi Foranelevel completions Carmel Parishwon
severa heartswith their great performance and a so won the overall
trophy by ahuge margin.

Congratalativer, Garmel Parish, Pune ;

Youth fest: Carmel parish youth conducted a youth
ecumenical koinoniafest in the parish on December 9, where ninety
youthsfrom different ecumenical churchesfrom Pune, performed their
talents, in different categories, like drawing, painting, extempore, solo
song, quiz and doodle art and bagged the prizesfor their performances
onthisfest.

AYAHKA B
i L L

Parish Famlly Day Thlsyear sparlsh day wasfrom 29th
January to February 3rd. All membersof the Carmel family gathered
together to thank the God Almighty for thewonderful gift of Catholic
faith & family. It commenced by the group event cricket match, where
in different gameslikechess, cardsplay, badminton, football, basketball,
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volleyball were conducted in different age categoriesand in wardwise
too. It wasthe day for the parish membersto unite themsel ves not for
theexternal show but for internal aswell to sharethefellowship, joy,
love and togethernessto build up theteam spirit, co-ordination and
co-operation. Throughout the daysthe membersof Carmel parish could
seetheunity of thespirit, inal theeventsasin the Guru Jesus Christ.
Theday’s cheer ended up with thetablefellowship.

Christ College Pune organlzed Youth Awareness Programme

Christ College Pune organized a Youth Awareness
Programme, CHISPA -2019, amusical dance drama on the theme
‘Zindagi- Behumane.... to be human’ in connection with itsAnnual
day celebration on Sunday 10th February.

Inaugurating the programme the Chief Guest, Honourable
Bishop of Mandyadiocese, Rt. Rev. Dr. Antony Kariyil CMI highlighted
thethreedimensionsof ideal education asgrowinginage, growingin
wisdom and being acceptableto God and fellow beings.He urged the
studentsto understand the source of all achievementsas God himself
and thereby keep God inthe centre of al activities.
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Dr Tanmoy Rudra Executive Secretary, Confederation of
Indian Universities, New Delhi and Mr Sayyed Shakeel, Senior Civil
Judge District and Sessions Court Pune were Guests of Honour for
the function. Welcoming the guests, the Director of Christ College
Pune Rev Dr Sony JChundattu CMI, presented thethemefor the day
and expressed hishope and wish that theinitiative of Christ College
Puneisto remain an eye opener towardsthe harsh reditiesof life, and
igniteaspark intheminds of youth to think and act prudently towards
thechallenging complexitiesof thissituationa world. It wasasplendid
evening  with aspecular show put up by the students of Christ
College Pune which was attended by a magnificent crowd of over
4000 people. Thethree hour programme ended with vote of thanks
proposed by the Coordinator of Chispa-19, Ms Deepa Sujith.
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Mar Thoma Province Chanda
Following the footsteps of the Founder

Chanda province being inspired by our holy founder
St.Kuriakose Elias Chavarastarted anew program for the poor people
under thetitle‘ Ashray”. Itistheprogram to feed the hungry inthe
neighbourhood. It started well at Provincid Houseand everyday around
50 people come and take the food. Similar programme started at
BJIM Carmel Academy under thetitleaTiffin for aHungry Neighbour.
Studentsbring an extratiffin on all Wednesdays thinking about poor
peoplearound and distributeto threeingtitutionsaround , namely Hostel
for Mentally chalenged studentsrun by CMC Sisters, Christ Hospital
Managed by ChandaDioceseand Karunabhavan- aterminaly ill centre
looked after by SD Sisters. Carmel High School Gadchiroli dso started
similar programmesin the school. They visit general hospitalsona
regular basis and feed the patients and counsel them.
BJM - The First Nodal Centre of Chandrapur District

CBSC hassdected BIM Carmel Academy Senior Secondary
school as the First Nodal Centre and appointed Rev.Fr.Binoy
Checkonthayil CMI asthe First Chief Nodal Supervisor (CNS) of
Chandrapur district for X/X11 Board Examinations.

* & AT
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CARMEL PROVINCE, MUVATTUPUZHA

FR BEDE KORATTYIL CMI

The 14 th death annivesary- ‘SRADTHAM’ of Fr. Bede
Korattyil CMI wascommemorated at Carmel Monastery Vazhakulam
on 11 March 2019 conveniently with concel ebrated Holy Massheaded
by Fr. Paul Parakattel CMI Provincial and around 25 other fathers.
Fr. Bede'sfamily members, peoplefrom Vazhithala where helived
and died and many peoplewho received hisfavoursal so attended the
ceremony. Itisnoted that during hislifetimeand after hisdeath many
have been receveing a lot of blessings and favours through his
intercession. Popular devotionisa so growing along withit.

INTEGRAL ECOLOGY AND SUSTAINABLE

DEVELOPMENT:
PROJECT INAUGURATION
Go Green: Go with Nature

Carmel Province Muvattupuzhathefirst * Green Province' of
CMI congregation has initiated a Project under the Department of
Socia Work, entitled ‘ Integral Ecology and Sustainable Development’.
It aims at Organic farming, waste management and awareness
programmeon environment protection. Themessageof integra ecology
given by Pope Francisthrough hisencyclical ‘ Laudato S’ isthebasis
of thisproject. The plan of the project isto reach 2000 familieswho
arenear to our housesand ingtitutionswith proper environment friendly
livelihood, and practical implementation of sustainable devel opment.
All the housesand institutionsof Carmel Province Muvattupuzhaare
in the process of abiding ‘Green Protocol’ in al activities and
celebration.

The formal inauguration of the project was held on 16th
February 2019 at Santhigiri College Vazhithala. Hon. Minister for
Electricity Sri M M Mani inaugurated the Project, “Integral Ecology
and Sustainable Development” by watering the plant. The keynote
addresswasgiven by Prof MonammakK okkatt, the Director of Kerala
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Minority Development and Finance Corporation. Rev. Fr Paul
Parakattel CMI Provincia of Carmel Province presided over the
function. Social Work Councillor and Global Green Ambassodor Fr
Mathew Manjakunnel CM| welcomed the gathering and Fr Mathew
KaapuraCMI, Manager of Santhigiri College proposed the vote of
thanks. Smt Ealykutty Mani, President of Purapuzha Panchayath
felicitated the event. Superiors, Headsof Institutionsof province,
Rev. Fathers of Carmel province, brothers, students of Santhigiri

Dalith Housing Project
The Project of KCBC entrusted to CMI congregation 100
housesisajoint venturefor Dalith Christians. Under the scheme 16
housesin K othamangalam and | dukki diocesesare compl eted. Twenty
Eight Lakhs of rupees were spent for the project. Carmel Province
has supported this project asamonument of silver jubileecelebration
of the Province.

The Blessing of dalith housing project completed at St Johns Parish
Kaloor
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Chavara Scholarchip

Socia commitment of CMI congregation isreflecting through
variousprojectsand schemesfor theunder privileged. Inview of that,
the Social Work Department of Carmel Province are supporting the
studentsfor their studiesthrough * Chavara Scholarship’ project. This
Project isto mould young generation for abetter livelihood. It includes
financial support for professiona studies, college and school studies.
Around 400 studentsare supported by this project around 25 lakhs of
rupees are spent every year for thisscholarship

e - = 1B
¥ {*

Santhigiri Rehabilitation Institute (SR1) Vazhithala

Santhigiri iscommitted for therehabilitation of the disabled.
Thevarious programmes of Santhigiri areto help each Person With
Physical Disability. A new project islaunched for thedisabled namely
supportive measuresfor disabled, which provideshelp at homewith
self employment schemes, free counselling programme and
physiotherapy to the needed. Two field workersareengaged with this
project. - 2y

Sopanam Social & CuluraI'CntreAdimaIy
Sopanam Socia & Cultural Centretakesvariousinitiatives
such as Senior citizen forms, Hotel Management course, Typewriting
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centre, Nursery training programme, Flood relief worksand so onto
help themargindized peopleof Highrange, especidly inAdimaly area.
Director Rev Fr Mathew Ayyankolil CMI isguiding and leading entire
programme of the centre especially with the support of people and
various other organizations Hearty congratulation to the entire

SANTHIGRAM WELFARE CENTRE IDUKKI

In Idukki at Santhigram Welfare Centre various social
development worksare under progress. A socia worker isanimating
variousbasic preparationsfor the people-oriented projectsin thefield
of tribal development , agro devel opment , women empowerment,
andfor self employment schemes. Fr. Babu Mattathil CMI the Director
of thecentreisguiding all these acitivities.

Fr Mathew Manjakunnel CMI
12/3/2019
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Rev. Fr. Joseph Mattam CMI
(1941-2018)

Birth: 08-11-1941 Ordination; 17-05-1968
First Vows; 16-05-1961 Death: 29-11-2018

Rev. Fr Joseph Mattam CMI, a visionary who translated
dreamsto live up to his name etched beyond words, parted uson 29
November, 2018 and went to receive hiseternal reward. Hisfuneral
servicewas held on 30 November, 2018 at St. Joseph's Monastery,
Devagiri and laid torest there. Theinitial servicewas conducted by
Very. Rev. Fr Varghese Vithayathil CMI, the Vicar General and at
2.30 pm the solemn requiem mass was celebrated by Archbishop
EmeritusMar George Valiayamattam concel ebrated by Mar Antony
Kariyil, Very Rev. Fr Thomas Thekkel CMI the provincial and Rev. Fr
Jojo Mattathil CMI. Mar Antony Kariyil, Bishop of Mandyagavethe
memoria speech. The concluding rites were performed by Mar
Remigioselncahnaniyil, Bishop of Thamarassery. Condolence message
from Mar George Cardinal Alancherry, the Major Archbishop was
read out. Peoplefrom all walksof lifewho had association with him,
representatives of the dioceses and organi zations, priestsand religious
attended the function and paid tribute to thisgreat and daring soul of
CMI St ThomasProvince, Kozhikode.

Rev. Fr Joseph Mattam was on a visit to the CMI
contemplative Ashram, Kakkadampoil to spend aday in silenceand
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prayer. Having involved in the construction of thiscentre, hisGolden
Jubilee of Priestly Ordination was cel ebrated by the residents after
the lunch and while he was in recognition and appreciation of his
contributions and inthe company of hisfriendsand well wishers, he
breathed hislast. Hismortal remainswerekept at St ThomasNovitiate
House, Marikunnuand thena S Thomas Provincid House, Amal apuri
for the public to pay homage. To some, lifeisnot abrief candle but a
flaming torch potent toillumineathousand other lives. Contemplating
through the memories of Fr Joseph Mattam, one seesaluminary, set
apart to nurture the glorious vision of the greatest educationist of al
times, St Kuriakose Elias Chavara. Fr Joseph Mattam had theinnate
courageto envision hisdreamsbecomereality and the power to move
from the realm of the ordinary to the mystical heights of the
extraordinary.

Hailing from Marangattupaly in Kottayam, Fr Joseph Mattam
had hisaspirancy at Mannanam and Mutholy followed by novitiate at
Chethipuzha. He completed studiesin Philosophy and Theology from
Dharmaram College, Bangal ore and was ordained apriest in 1968.
After studying BA Politicsfrom Dharwar University, Karnataka, he
worked as the Assistant Manager of Deepika daily in Malabar. He
held key positionsin several educational endeavoursin the service
sector of the CMI congregation. St Joseph's college, Devagiri, now
oneof the premier educationad ingtitutionsin Keralareceived afacelift
ashewasappointed the Vice Prior and Prior of St Joseph's M onastery
and Manager of Devagiri ingtitutionsfrom 1973to0 1981. Hestroveto
realise his calling by acting with strength in moments of crisisand
challenge and rendered exemplary service with a priority-driven
strategy to savetheingtitution fromfinancial constraints.

Having served asthe Provincia Auditor, Finance Secretary,
Vicar Provincial and twicetheProvincia, he hasinitiated progressive
and dynamic steps in the province by establishing institutions and
equi pping memberswith education and expertise. CMI Ingtitutions
theworld over have set benchmarksin the domain of education and
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Fr Joseph Mattam soon fell into line embracing English education as
the key to progress and promoted modern teaching and learning
Srategiesinan eraof convention and orthodoxy. Hedisplayed prophetic
foresight in exercising hisadministrative prowessto propel the CMI
dogmainitsonward journey by spearheading the establishment of
several schoolsinthe unaided sector in North Kerala, The Nilgirisand
XK.

His multifaceted geniusenabled himto play apivotal rolein
the fruition of the objectives of the health sector of the CMI. He
overcame all odds with his sheer grit coupled with hisinvaluable
wisdom of experienceto revamp the FatimaMataHospital in Ka petta
toincludedoctors quartersand anursing school. He extended spiritual
leadership asparish priestin Devagiri, Gudal lur and Gundlupet, and as
spiritua director inthediocesesof Ooty and Jammu. Hewasthefirst
Sub Regiona superior of KristurgaMission, Jammu andfirst Regional
Superior for the Gudal lur region of the diocese of Mananthavady.

Fr Joseph Mattam's prudence and integrity enabled him to
steer the finance sector towards phenomenal growth and expansion
ashewas appointed Genera Finance Councillor in 2008. Armed with
theskill of an enchanter, herealised seamlessambitionswith limited
resources, like beautifying the shrine of our beatified Founder at
Kainakary and materialising theinnovative concept of acontemplative
prayer houseat Kakkadampoyil.

Fr Joseph Mattam was endowed with aserene and composed
demeanour and the virtue of discipline. Heimbibed the ways of the
ever-evolving world with charmand agility to stride ahead of thetimes.
Hiswasavision deeply rooted in theillustrious culture of St Chavara
yet in keeping with the needs of the present. Thelife of the departed
isthusplaced inthememory of theliving. A day well-spent bringsone
to blissful sleep and so it waswith Fr Joseph Mattam —alife well-
spent as he breathed hislast whilein prayer house, anoble soul thus
set out to merge with hisheavenly Father.
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Request you to fulfil the obligations in the tenor of CMI
Directory, Articles, 58 and 60 and pray for our Rev. Fr Joseph Mattam
CMI.

Fr Thomas Thekkel CMI
Provincid

Rev. Fr. Bijo Karikkarappally
(1986-2018)

Rev. Fr. Bijo Karikkarappally CMI, a member of Pothi
Sevagram House of CMI Sacred Heart Province, Kochi, diedina
road accident at Perumbavur on Sunday, 11th November, 2018, at
2.00 p.m. Hisbody was placed in the Sevagram Chapd for visitsand
prayerstill themorning of 13th, and wasthen brought to the Provincia
House church at Kalamassery. Thousands of peoplefromthecity and
thesurrounding localities, especidly from Chemmanathukara(Fr. Bijos
parish), Nedleeswaram, where he served asthe A ssociate Parish Priest
for oneyear, Kottarappilly and Pothi where he did ministries|ater,
visited and paid homage to their beloved young priest. Among the
mournerswere alarge number of hisformer classmatesfromU .C.
College, Aluva, Jyothir Bhavan, Kalamassery, and B.Ed. College,
Poothotta. The funeral services began with solemn requiem Mass
presided over by Rev. Fr. Jose Kuriedath CMI, Provincia. The
concelebrants were Rev. Frs. Antony Kochalunkal CMI, Vicar
Provincial, Jacob Mulavarickal CMI, Prefect of Sevagram, Santo
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Kannampuzha, Vicar of Chemmanathukara Parish, Shibin
Muttamthottil CM 1 and Dayananad Kochuvely CMI, both batch-mates
of Fr. Bijo and Joseph Mariya ayam, Augustine Menonkary, and Daiey
Kunnath, al hisrdatives. Thefunerd sermon and eulogy was preached
by Rev. Fr. Tossy Nikarthil CMI, abatch-mate of Fr. Bijo. Thefinal
part of the funeral was officiated by Mar Sebastian Adayanthrath,
Auxiliary Bishop of Ernakulam-Angamali, Rev. Fr. Joby Vithayathil,
Finance Councillor, and Rev. Fr. Jacob Mulavarickal. Mar Thomas
Chakiath, Auxiliary Bishop Emeritusand Mar Sebastian Vaniapurackd,
CuriaBishop, visited the chapel and prayed for Fr Bijo.

Fr. Bijo (baptisma name, John) wasbornin Karikkarappally
family in St. Antony's Parish, Chemmanuthukara, asthe youngest of
thethree children of thelate Joseph and Alice on 30 September, 1986.
Bijuand Siju are histwo elder brothers. After hishigher secondary
education at S.M.S.N Higher Secondary School at Vaikom, hejoined
the CMI Congregation. After the one year pre-novitiate at
Neeleeswaram, Bijo did hisnovitiateat Neriamangalam and madehis
first professonon 19 March, 2007. After thenovitiate, Bijo studied for
B.A.inHistory at U.C. College, staying at . Antony's M onastery,
Aluva. Thereafter hedid philosophy at Dharmaram College, regency
at St. Antony's Monastery, Aluva, and theology at Jyothir Bhavan,
Kaamassery, and was ordained priest on 1 January, 2017 by Mar
Sebastian Adayanthrath, Auxiliary Bishop of Ernakulam-Angamali.
After the priestly ordination, Fr. Bijo was appointed Assoc. Parish
Priest at Assumption Monastery Parish, Neeleswaram. After the
pastoral experience of oneyear he stayed at St.Sebastian's Carmel
House, Kottarappilly, for abrief period and wasthen transferred to
Pothi. Staying at Pothi, hewasdoing his.first year B. Ed. Course at
S.A.M. College, Poothotta.

Fr. Bijo was a multi-talented young priest. He had an
extraordinary ability to reach out to peopleand organizethemfor various
initiatives, particularly for the causes of the poor and the needy. While
hewas studying at U. C. College, heinstinctively becamethe class

204 | i March 2019; No. 241




| &:06MPIMEMBYd. |

leader and waswell accepted asamodel student by the classmates.
At Nedeeswaram, heknew the parishioners, especially theyoungsters,
individually and by name. At Poothottaa so hewasapopular |eader of
the B.Ed students and during the time of the floods in Kerala, he
organi zed the students and the teachers and launched a sopnaveedu
padhathi to raise fundsfor constructing ahouse for a poor student,
whologtitintheflood. Hewasawaysintheforefront for any work in
the community and relished especially theworks of artistic nature.
Hislifewassmple and wa ked around dressed in smpleclothes, often
not using even dlippers. He maintained hisfriendship with all with
whom he came into contact, and nurtured it always. Thus he had
hundreds of friendsin the placeswhere he studied or stayed, and also
inhisown parish. Though he suffered constantly from asthma, hewas
alwayspleasant and availableto the community, disregarding hisown
difficulties.

The Sacred Heart Province, Kochi, deeply mournstheloss of
ayoung son even before he blossomed fully and began to make use of
histalentsfor the glory of God and good of the people of God. We
bow our heads humbly before theinscrutabl e decision of God whose
providential waysare unfathomable. May God the Father receive our
dear Fr. Bijointo hiseternal embrace! | request you to conduct the
suffragesfor him as prescribed by our rules.

Fr. Jacob Mulavarickal CMI

Prefect
Sevagrarn, Pothi
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Rev. Fr. Johnson Xavier Panachickal CMI
(1966-2018)

Birth: 28-04-1966 Ordination: 31-12-2001
First Vows; 19-03-1995 Death: 19-10-2018

Fr. Johnson Xavier Panachickal CMI (52), a member of
Preshitha Province, Coimbatore, was called to eternal rest on 19
October 2018 in the presence of Mar Sebastian Pozholiparambil, the
first bishop of Hosur diocese, fathersand membersof Christ theKing
Syro Malabar Church, Poonamallee. Hewas declared as deceased at
Sri RamachandraMedical College Hospital, Chennai. After atearful
adieufrom hisbeloved at Chennai on 20 October, hisfuneral washeld
at BharathamathaA shram, Palakkad on 21 October 2018.

Fr. Johnson Xavier wasbornon 28 April, 1966 at Pazhukkara,
Thrissur. Hewasborn asthethird among thefour siblingsto Mr Paulose
and Mrs Mary. His family was blessed with a CMI priest and an
MMB brother. Whilehewasbusy building up acareer for himselfin
Thiruvananthapuram, his father's demise came as a wake up call.
Guided by the Holy Spirit through a series of events, he landed at
PreshithaProvince. All through hisformative period, he wasknown
for hiszeal for thealtar and hisexpertisein flower arrangement and
hospitality. Hewasordained priest at hisparish, . Joseph's Church,
Pazhukkaraon 31 December, 2001.

206 | i March 2019; No. 241




| &:06MPIMEMBYd. |

Hisfirst call to God'sministry wasto betheAssistant Vicar at
<. Mary's Forane Church, Chal akkudy. Soon, he was appointed as
the Superior of S. Joseph'sBhavan, Attappady in May 2002. Asdirector
of the Boys Home there, he worked hard for the upliftment of the
tribal boysand others. Hewasa so chaplain of the Carmelitesistersin
thetwo convents. Hewaskeen to bring up the optimum productivity
of the plantations around the ashram.

Following five years of committed service at Attappady, he
was sent to Santhome Home, Chennai where he rendered twelvelong
yearsof loving service. Hearrived at Santhomein November 2006.
As Prefect and later, the first Superior of the house, he had been
instrumental in effecting ineffable growth of every inch of the campus
whichincludes Christ Matriculation Higher Secondary School, Christ
the King Syro Malabar Church and formation of theologians from
different provinces viz, Thiruvananthapuram, Kochi and Thrissur.
besides Coimbatore.

Fromtheexpression of love by those gathered both in Chennai
and Palakkad for hisfinal journey, we could easily affirmthat he has
been afragrant offeringtotheLord' inall hisministriesat Chennai -
education, pastoral and formation besidesthe social commitment for
which the peoplesing paeanswithout ceasing. Rightly did Mar Sebadtian
Pozholiparambil say that Fr. Johnson was an example of how longto
serve: 'not until oneishealthy, not evenuntil ailmentsovertakebut, Fr.
Johnson has shown that one should continue to servetill onefalls
dead'. Literally, he worked till hefell During Credo 2018, (Hosur)
diocesanlevel cultura fiestafor Catechism studentsthat he organized
at the newly blessed indoor stadium (one of hisfulfilled dreams) at
Christ School, he was taken to hospital after repeated demands by
those around him. Unfortunately, God had planned that to bethefinal
journey of Fr. Johnson, who loved travelling with friends.

Theuniquefeature of Fr. Johnson's priestly ministry isthat
each and every onewho had comeinto his purview will nurturethe
feding that heloved them aboveall € se. Hewas genuinely concerned
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about each person he came across and found space for themin his
heart since hefashioned hisheart after Hisbel oved Master Jesus. He
wasaman of faith. Inthemidst of any crisisinlife, hewasquitefirm
that God will find away. He had no dearth of crisisall through hisstay
at Chennai sincehehad totackle severa legal and other issues. Despite
al issuesand acharacterigtically weak physique, everyoneremembers
him asaman with aready smile.

Hewas aperson who loved flowers and was quite adept at
arranging flowersin amazing patterns much to the delight of those
around him. His thirst for perfection in anything he does would
invariably rubinto thosewho collaboratewith him. Hisloveaffair with
rain is part of folklore in Chennai. Whenever people raised
apprehensionson the possibility of raininterrupting the programshe
organized, hewould, with aquite assurancereply rain would not bea
hindrance. Even during thelast day function, it wasraining catsand
dogsjust akilometre away when the people went to fetch the doctor.
When thiswasreported to him, with hisquiet assurance he made his
characteristicreply: 'l havetold Him and rain will not beahindrance.’
Thebeautiful grotto of Our Lady of Good Hedthisastandingillustration
of hisfilia lovetowardsMother Mary.

Hisuniqueway of handling hisformeesendeared him somuch
to them that even his prophetic corrections in the presence of
parishioners was taken in the right spirit. He respected them and
congtantly urged themto bring out their hidden potentials. Thefreedom
that he offered put them in acomfortable space. His pet project was
to provide education to the poor and needy. He continued to encourage
hisfriendsto do the sameon their part too. Variousfestive occasions
aswell asnatural calamitieswere opportunitiesfor himto expresshis
option for the poor a ongside the people around him. We could go on
andon.

Fr. Johnson wasfeeling quite unwell for around three weeks
and, more so, since the morning of 19 October. He had promised to
those closeto him that oncethe program got over, hewouldrest for a
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while. However, God planned to give him eternal rest and we, weak
and hel plesshuman beings, haveto accept God'sWill evenif it requires
quite an effort to accept the loss of thisgreat human being. May the
soul of Fr. Johnson rest in peace!

Let usthank Godfor thegift of Fr. Johnson Xavier Panachicka
and allowing us for a time to enjoy the persona as well as the
contributionsand services of thisholy pastor that herendered to the
CMI Congregation, the Church and the society at large. May therisen
Lord grant him the everlasting joy and peacein HisKingdom. Let us
pray for him offering the suffrages for the dead in the tenor of our
Directory No.58 b.

Fr. Francis Xavier (Sabu) Vellanikararan CMI
Superior, SanthomeHome, Chennai
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Fr. Pius Vallooran CMI
1933 - 2018

Rev. Fr. Pius Vallooran CMI, amember of Sacred Heart
Provincia House, Rgjagiri, Kalamassery, deptintheLord on Friday,
5 October, 2018, at 1.30 p.m., and the funeral was conducted on
Saturday, the6th at 2.30 p.m. at the Provincia House Church. The
DivineLiturgy waspresided over by Rev. Fr. Jose Kuriedath CMI,
Provincial, S.H. Province; the other co-celebrants were Rev. Fr.
Paul Parakkattel CMI, Provincid, Carmel Province, Muvattupuzha,
Rev. Fr. Antony Kochalunkal CMI, Vicar Provincid, Rev. Fr. Joseph
Thaliparambil CMI, Vicar of Calvary Mount Parish, Rev. Fr. Jose
Paul Thekkanath CMI, Rev. Fr. Nobi Parakkadan CMI and Rev.
Fr. Johnson Valooran—all relativesof Fr. Pius. Thegospel message
and eulogy was preached by Fr. Joy Ureth CMI. The concluding
part of the funeral ceremony was presided over by Mar Jose
Puthenveetil, Auxiliary Bishop of Ernakulam-Angamali. A large
congregation consisting of numerous priests, ssters, parishionersof
the Calvary Mount Church, Idukki, and membersof the Vallooran
family participated in thefuneral functions. Mar Thomas Chakiath,
Auxiliary Bishop Emeritus, visited the Chapel and prayed for the
deceased.

Fr. Pius (baptismal name Devassykkutty) was born in
Vallooran family asthe seventh and youngest son of thelate Ouseph
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and Eliswain Kizhakkumbhagam Parish, Kanjoor, on 17 December,
1933. Thelate Mrs. Thresiakutty Parakkadan, Mr. Kunjpoulo, Mr.
Kochuvareed, Mrs. Mariamkutty K ozhikkadan, Fr. Joseph Vallooran
(Cuttack Mission) and Mrs. Annamkutty Pargppilly werethe brothers
and sistersof Fr. Pius.

After completing hisintermediate studies, Fr. Piusjoined the
CMI Congregation and madehisfirs religiousprofessonon 16 May,
1957 after thenovitiate at Karukutty. Completing hispriestly studies
at Dharmaram College, Bangalore, Fr. Piluswas ordained priest on
17 May, 1963. After hisordination, he had been amember of CMI
housesat Thevara, Aluva, Korandakkad, Kaamassery, Angamali
and Idukki. In all these places he had been zealously involvedin
pastoral services, especidly in preaching retreatsin parishesand for
thereligioussisters. It wasat Patham-mile, Kattappana, [dukki, that
theleadership qualitiesin Fr. Piusblossomed to thefull; hebecame
the architect of what is now known as Calvary Mount. With the
active cooperation of the people of thelocality, he developed the
region constructing roads, bringing in éectricity and postd facility,
and aboveall establishing aschool there. Today Calvary Mountis
quiteabig parishwith 2500 parishioners, saverd priestsand reigious
hailing from the parish. The peopleof Calvary Mount areever so
grateful to Fr. Piusfor thetotal development of theregion so much
so that about 100 membersof the parishtravelled al theway from
Idukki to Kalamassery to bid farewel| to their beloved Fr. Pius.

After hislong servicesin different partsof Kerala, Fr. Pius
was sent for pastoral work inthediocese of Lafayette, USA. There
he did commendabl e pastora work for morethan fifteenyears. He
hed very cordid and lasting relationshipwith severd of hisparishioners
inUSAtill theend of hislife. Along with parishwork, Fr. Piluswas
alsoengagedin Jail Ministry for thediocese.

After hisreturnfrom USA, Fr. Piusspent thefinal tenyears
of hislifeat the Provincial House, Kalamassery. Though hewas
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suffering from severa aillments, hewasawayscheerful, regularly
present at the community spiritual exercisesandinthedining hall
aong with thecommunity and a sofor avery activerecreationtime
with all membersof thecommunity.

Fr. Pluswasavery hard-working person; he spared no pain
to completewhat was entrusted to him asbest ashe can, whether it
isinpastora field, construction work, or developmental initiatives.
Thefighting spirit he showed in transforming Kattappanaremained
inhimtill theend of hislifeand enabled himtofight spiritualy and
emotionally evenwith hisdiseases. He had extraordinary memory
power and evenin hisold age remembered all the detailsof persons
and eventsthat he came acrossduring hislifeat any time. Hewasa
person who enjoyed community life and rel ationshipswith others.
That iswhy hefound satisfaction injoining the community not only
for spiritua exercisesbut evenfor dining and recrestion. Hemaintained
anintense bonding with al thosewith whom he cameinto contact.
Hehad aspecia affectionfor hisrelativesand also for the people of
Cavary Mount. Fr. Piuswasareligiouspriest with al theimportant
spiritual qualitiesaconsecrated person should have—unwavering
commitment, honesty to oneself and to God, spirit of prayer, self
disciplineandloving relationshiptoal asbrothersand sstersin Jesus
Chrigt.

May hissoul bereceived by God the Father into hiseternal
embrace! May | remind you to conduct the suffragesfor him as
prescribed by our rules.

212 | i March 2019; No. 241




| &:06MPIMEMBYd. |

anfd. aBOWmM »H)BOMINIGI AVl.ag)o.0ag)
(1929-2019)

GHIFWo HAVAG GOVl (alaflvoyOeel alorimI MEeaam]
@1RY(UDROONROWIBYAM MUAO). af)PALM EBNSOMIMOG3 @B (90) 2019
206l 9-00 OV Qajs$lenm 5.00 BeMles GAomoailad @3
(al0aila]). S)BODIMOG BVDEMVa} 20T 20IWo BNUG]HB)OS
MOLIROOD AHMIW] 1929 an(ENNAIA] 21-00 DTVGI aldBl B}al®
I3 (AIAlEDOMo MSAUBHWIOS BONRIWIO)IM OBBMOSIG3 oM™
2B BROMMOWV]. GROGRE MOD)), AIGOMOIW ACIWo, GRIMVaL,
alqud @o Al avl.agyo.avl, g8 @0@lg ag)md.ag).enil.ag)ad,
af) @BV @RoM af)MTAUAB MVEa00B0@T TVEANI B 0 63B BI 61
@RM)TVEEMAIENO @102 SHHBTIIEN0, alOMM@TIEN0, (a10@NMDeno
2000 l®089UBHe) (allOa|g ABMIWV] @REZa00 AUSABIM).

(nIoflomomEm8s 6TV 60266108 0f)@B.all. Me)Fled wlan)o
(o100l QflBL0RLITVEMIMIBUDaHO AOMMIMo  G6rIIABWo6aB1n3
®o2MVla)) ©0a0M&08 alByoR oMo al)BOMIWOBe]. 1945 ©3
aVl.ag)o.0af). MVRVIME GWINIACCIWOW] G2lBaM @RGGZa00 1949
88:6506n13 15-00 M1V ERELAUGAI)0, 1952 BHESENUA 15-00 TNV
DWOYQIMAN0 @RMYaOla)). 1957 af(all@d 6-00 @IV@] GRANEO
21683M0CYYE] @RG3I)aIMO @ORLYGHM 208 BOMY) G003 allmoailad
mlaM)o Salo®la|)® G@R(WVA GBAVRIVOMIG3Ala] ¢0)(U0)aHD
alDEEaCIMYo TUIH:@la)).

NINOYDOMO]G BT H)BOBIMOGE @RI GHOFWo
6)m>0§” GROMVal (alailoyW)es 30193, 6(10QlMBaH} @3 HAV(H SO,
B Cl603)@, BROHN)Bo @RY(UNNEBB)AS (aleWIA, al)FlVMEL, B:0610103]

March 2019; No. 241 } 1213




| & daemeIMEMm®o |

0aflzg], e»5Wo BAIMEEBRIOS (al10an&:S, @OaMOMo, M)EOMOLRil
alolvleimeamassl@d 0eaidle: aldjodmnle:8)9s §0e Sad,
@PWYaldM, GNIOBWI06EE 08553, a1 Mlels8led crvaImo
0210 ®). al)e0MIB, 2lH)alB8Bo, al)®a|88] oganlailsasslod
@RRAIVLIM Y0)(U0}aHV)o MIBAUSIfISIBS @REGZa00 MUl.ag)o.0ag). TVE
s mloallddajedlenss mldeacduilol @y oaOmIene CILAIMO
@RMYaHOl2fIS)eNE. MO@YBHEWINIMOW qUMIdTVRIAN®o Mgy
TVEANOAHAIMIW MVl.ag)o.Haf). TVRICWAIWIOY)MM). aRBLinllenenls
¢R0Ll%e8L/00 MHE0M BRAREMEMIOWEDMIS)o  GIVAIMENHRU]
GWOS)o @PERaN0 MIBAUAOIa{IS)eNE. NIa). aGWIAM 0B &)S)NC3
®0Blo 2l1RIAISla]®) CWINIAMLNB:B)OS lBlu1RINEIMIVI)aM).
elomI1ad, M01om], ot)B1atl BOaUBHUWBE) al)0en Mo MmO
QUSOAN MEINODTES (aloalemyo ald:0008 MOWla|@IE3 @REZa00
OO MVEIMaHlajleyam).

aBHEBU00 @RYO)RONVEOMIBROW] H:0610103100 (I3 @YUV} (O]
©leno, (alwooas _AIMIENEOW] @RERa00 KQIAILIoMNIWOWIE)IM).
MaOMOmIeRo al0®]HSIL0O® WO MIVIBH T @OEGa00
20yl 9-00 ®1TO®1 WIMMOIVIEMOM MM §®V]1ELIBs
WIODIGlay). AYDEBa00 10-00 1] EoQlleel 7.45 M G@RGZa00
@RoWEOWIO)MM NEHAVAM] G@RYWACBADLIVTHITE HBIENEYAUAN).
M1eAIW] BDSAIG0NE@BS)0 @WTAUIMSlB®:S)o NIa). MITVEQPEIV}0
Ga1dm) (a10dmla] @RE0MRETN @RAA fla)). $:0601030a B8] 0)aIMW)OS
2100BTVRIB OALEALI. H)OYM GIVOCYIA] ABTVALM 2JOMd)0la] HaIGlw
@RM)MA6M TVEMBUo MEiE]. ®SBM) AY®EBan0 9.15 EGMOISIM)S]
al0BID @R UACHIEEINE TVoAIaSlITEHO]S). 11.30 0) aldel HaVY’
all@eaag’ @RUAEEAREIYOMT Hald@BAUMOBIMOWVT HAla)).
2161010 2.00 2EMIBE) MVOMVE00 U0Y(UDJAHBGHUY @RY(UOAEBAUILIV)
O1@3 @RYOoEla)). MVl.ag)o.0ag). MVRWOS (ailGWIG RMOIUB 6Nlan).
aNd. GaloUd @RY2o6NE]l MUl.ag)o6.af) WIOS (aIWIM B0@2]H>@) M0 1G3
B)BNIOM®)o MVOMIBHOOUDY(UD)AHB:SB}0 NSAD). MVaOB0B22iE>0W]
GHO5Wo HAVAZ GROMVaA (a0l WeS 6(a10alaBaHy@3 NIao). aNo.
paLENIOMQLad  meleom]sn@d  MVl.af)oe.af)., abI.AO® )
al)OMMalomil@d, and. GRIM &)SCWIMOG3 MVl.ag)o.0af)., (alewOd

214 | i March 2019; No. 241




| &:06MPIMEMBYd. |

an0.6R0aV alelwago aUl.ag)o.0af). af)aBIAIB aleE»S)Om). (alailudyd
SDMavlald and. eenioenil AUSWIPIMHICIN@ AV1.ag)o6.af).
Qil.8:;)36nI1om BGELY Ala INTVEBUABTIGE nFOWMajo@ ciFlo Rlallo
200000MY0 QlA1E:0la)). AOMYB:0aIERO® VMOV KRlailmano
eoadle: Klallmane Mla) a@@awmajad MSl.ag)os.ag). MORICWEBBUBLE)
DO HW)o HISOMIMOM H)S}onNOMIM) @REIBOMARA06M .
@E3nO0mIOg M)aIdsmeR)enilell Miaoemle:0lod @rEER00 af) PNV
TVUEMBUWo M HAUSINGN)M). “afoad Rlallmane, allglwie aesal
OBIER@I6M. GR®OBIMNE OBl AlFlEN)ATISCONDHO) Galdds)b.
@oailos @YAINDYOAISIAM GRILI H2I1Y)H D@IEM af)O (aIAd6Mo.
Ml.ag)oB.af). MVE af)dIM AUSBOW] H@AUOD al@laloeila)). @I
Q8O0 MBIWME. MVERH® MIEMadla], MEIWIGICIH:O8 @PMMVG]a],
aBEIn l896q SN ER0LMH:u3 MINOV] 2190 1Bl WElEN)®:. ‘afailes
MSOSIAMEAID, BRANDS al)a¥inleeoad GMOBNE:’ af)IN@IEN) af)ed
2ol arleyemo. &)3mnIom algomlem o avyaiden =)enileil
@19 210189008 MVOWLHNMN® AULNOWOD) BONIo MOHAMNWIEN. ALl
@RYBALIUEBBUY @RYQUDAIRL, @RYWDSlenMM)Alel H6BAl0 MMNINF
MEManAl}o al@laldRIM®)o TVoOSHMANo MMIW)o ®ISAIM)
DENBOHEMOD af)aMN) BI(GAET ) @Gl

MIn0). aBY WM M)cAUME] (aloB@ LO1EN)HW)o TVERD
DO (IH00MB8S GO ATW  UD)(U0)aHEBHUE BREZAOOMIM)EaIME]
MSOM)HVo HalQEMOAD (A IG® Yo 30@amlalenyam) (D.58).

03.03.2019
(aI0BDLOMWOSEH af)d> @GS
a0d. 62200V alellenago aVl.ag)od.af).
lallc@ad, Eavm] @ry(womo
aldelmi

March 2019; No. 241 } 1215




| & daemeIMEMm®o |

For Private Circulation

Carmela Sandesam No. 241; March 2019
CMI Bulletin Phone: 0484-2881804

CMI Generalate, Chavara Hills 0484-2881816
P. B. No. 3105, Kakkanad P. O
Kochi - 682030

carmelasandesam.cmi@gmail.com

@RS)OD LIHHODICLIHNBS 1093
2019 &AW 15 Mo B9anlmlmd
&1510101en6mo

All rights reserved, Reproduction in any manner, in whole or
part, without prior written permission prohibited.
Editor: Fr. Sebastian Thekkedathu CMI

Printed and Published by Fr. Sebastian Thekkedathu for the
CMI General Secretariat for Media and Communication

216 | i March 2019; No. 241




610T ‘LI-€1 Areniqa :S[[IH eieaey) ie
1833119} UONNIIISUO)) 10 SIOJeWIUY




610T ‘LI-ST Aenue[ - pooyisalig
jo suenre[iqn( uapjos) jo Surrayler) 3y I,

o o



	Front Outer.pdf (p.1)
	Front Inner.pdf (p.2)
	March 2019 Karmelasandesam Final.pdf (p.3-218)
	Back Inner.pdf (p.219)
	Back Outer.pdf (p.220)

