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Congratulations to the Newly Ordained Priests 2017-18

Plakkoottathil
linto Joseph
Manjakunnu (MYS)
26 Dec, 09.00 am

Kallattil
Kuriyakose
Kunnalady (MYS)
27 Dec, 09.15 am

4

Elavanal
Alphonse
Manalumkal (KTM)
28 Dec, 09.15 am

£

Maithya

Alexander Mutua Muli

Mbiuni (TSR)
01 Oct, 10.00 am

Chechottu
Arun
Chethipuzha (TVM)
27 Dec, 09.00 am
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Cheeramvelil
Joseph Jacob
Ayarkunnam (KTM)
27 Dec, 09.15 am

Melappilly
Nishil Varghese
Elavoor (KTM)
28 Dec, 09.15 am

Machukuzhyputh

9
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Jinu Kurian
Josegiri (KTM)
26 Dec, 09.15 am

Molipadavil
Johncy Joseph
Chethipuzha (TVM)
27 Dec, 09.00 am

Odanattu Outtappally
Praveen Abraham
Manappuram (KOC)
27 Dec, 09.30 am

Poruthur
Danu Francis
Eranelloor (TSR)
28 Dec, 02.00 pm

Linto
Kallur East (TSR)
26 Dec, 02.00 pm

Valamparampil
Justin T. Joseph
Chethipuzha (TVM)
27 Dec, 09.00 am

Porathur
Sebadas Jose
Kudannur (TSR)
27 Dec, 02.00 pm

Q

Thayyalakkal
Sijo Jose
Pudukad (TSR)
28 Dec, 09.00 am

.

Thuruthumali
Prathap
Purakkad (COl)
28 Dec, 02.30 pm

Panjickkal
Shijo Jose
Poothampara (MYS)
28 Dec, 09.15 am

Thadathil
Thomas
Chilavu (CHA)
28 Dec, 09.00 am

Kallely
Martin Mathew
Elavoor (BHO)

28 Dec, 09.00 am

Vali 1

Mathew (rlojo) Irssac
Muttar (TVM)
30 Dec, 09.00 am

Jinto Thomas
Teekoy (KTM)
30 Dec, 09.15 am

Mamballikkunnel
Binto Sebastian
Upputhodu (MUV)
30 Dec, 09.30 am

Kochekkadan
Arun Davis
Meloor (KOC)
30 Dec, 09.00 am

€

Kadavi
Raphy Jos
Ollur (TSR)

26 Dec, 09.00 am

Valayath
Shantu v. Jose
Kavumthala (KOZ)
27 Dec, 09.15 am

Kavil
Sinto.K .A
Pallikkunnu (TSR)
27 Dec, 09.30 am

Perumpallikunnel
Joji Mathew
Thayyeni (KOZ)
28 Dec, 09.15 am

Manjalil
Bijo (James)
Kodikulam (RAJ)
28 Dec, 09.15 am

Thaikkadan
Gijin
Wadakkanchery (TSR)
30 Dec, 09.00 am
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X Message

( From Prior General

Dear Rev. Fathers and Brothers

Wipe the Mirror

Dawn of anther New Year! New Dreams and New
Challenges! Let us begin again and make things a new and be renewed
CMIs with Contemplative spirit, Missionary Heart
and Immaculate Living. We are called to change the world, and
ourselves, by our response to unexpected opportunities and graces
given by the Lord. Yes. We need a breakthrough and a breakthrough
demands a break with. The magi took the road less travelled by on
return.”Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad
is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it.
(Matthew 7:13)

Have you become a boiled frog? Human beings and frogs
are the two creatures in nature who have tremendous power to adjust.
Put a frog in a vessel of water and start heating the water. As the
temperature of the water rises, the frog is able to adjust its body
temperature accordingly. The frog keeps on adjusting with increase
in temperature. Just when the water is about to reach boiling point,
the frog is not able to adjust anymore. At that point the frog decides
to jump out. The frog tries to jump but is unable to do so, because it
lost all its strength in adjusting with the water temperature. Very soon
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the frog dies. Whatkilled the frog? Many of us would say the boiling
water. But the truth is what killed the frog was its own inability to
decide when it had to jump out.

Have you been hijacked? Today hijacking has become so
professional and even the one who is hijacked does not realize it.
Christmas has already been hijacked by the fans of Santa Clausand
for them Christmas is the birthday of Santa Claus. Poor Child Jesus!
He is again rejected by the Innkeepers, Palaces, the Priests and the
Levites. He is still in the stable and does not get the attention.The
Shepherds are no more the same, they are in the limelight and have
good network with Herod and palaces where the magi did not go
back. Some Shepherds have turned to be Innkeepers with an eye
on money. Christ has been purposefully stolen from the manger and
the business as usual wants to keep him as their product. The markets
still shout: “No! Not this man. We want Barabbas!”

Constantine appeared to be helping the Church, but on the
way Church lost its original purpose and authenticity. As Constantine
hijacked the Church, religious congregation and its legacy and
spirituality are being hijacked by our institutions. Yesterdays’ solutions
have become today’s problems. Most of the CMI institutions are
known in His name, but the innkeepers have denied Him admission.
In a vast campus, everybody and everything has a place but he has
no place so that the believers cannot adore him. When the children
join us they look like angels. But they appear to lose the angelic
beauty and show signs of devils when they leave our institutions?
Again He is betrayed for 30 pieces of silver. There is good market
for the gospel of Judas and he is more practical and suited to our
emergencies. At times the babe born in the manger who had no place
to lay his head finds himself suffocatedand out of place in our comfort
zones. He repeats, and history repeats, “‘My house will be called a
house of prayer,” but you are making it ‘a den of robbers.”” (Matthew
21:13). Jesus is again making a whip of cords to drive us out of our
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“temples.” Yes. He does it. “But of that day and hour no one knows”
(Matthew 24:36).

Two Abbeys in Germany attracted large number of people
for two different reasons. Both Abbeys were busy places. In one
Abbey people went to get good beer and a delicious piece of pork.
Another Abbey was known and attracted people for their vespers
and night vigils. The fact that there is huge demand and there is large
crowd around us does not prove that we exist for the right reason.
The question is: What are we doing? And the real question is: What
should we be doing? And my question is: What will be my priority?
The apostles made a timely discernment. It would not be right for
us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on
tables. Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from among you who
are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this
responsibility over to them and will give our attention to prayer and
the ministry of the word.” (Acts 6:2-4)

Speed thrills, but kills. It does not kill just oneself but even
others. The Varkeys Supermarket was a very promising and leading
supermarket chain in Kerala. They were innovative and played a
vital role in revolutionizing the tastes and shopping patterns of the
people of Kerala. Unfortunate to say, the glorious days for Varkeys
did not last long and Varkeys failed. What happened to Varkeys?
Varkeys went for rapid expansion without planning. According
to the market study, report says that an evaluation was done for the
Varkeys supermarket by a big brand. After the valuation process,
Varkeys did the rapid expansion so as to increase the valuation to
the next level! Growth and expansion shouldn’t be all of a sudden. If
you want to grow faster be ready with extra life jackets! Money is
the prime factor in any business. Either you should have liquid money
in hand or should always have a life jacket fund/investment! The
expansion of Varkeys was smart move. But the rapid expansion in
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various locations led to the fall of a growing business entity. Experience
is the best teacher, but we have to pay hefty fees. Hence let us be
vigilant and learn from the experiences of others. Let us not make
the same mistake again.

Virtue stands in the middle. Being moderate has been always
the DNA of religious life. End does not justify the means. Permutations
and combinations of corporate business world will not fit with the
religious mode and charitable nature of our institutions. Neither do
people pour new wine into old wineskins. If they do, the skins will
burst; the wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. (Matthew
9:17)There are rewards also for moving slowly, but in the right
direction and to the right destination as per the rules of the game.
Effectiveness — doing the right thing — shall not be hijacked by the
efficiency - doing things right. Some climb the ladder of success fast,
but end up in the wrong place and suffer destination sickness. And
some people, craving money, have wandered from the true faith and
pierced themselves with many sorrows. (1Timothy 6:10)The turtle
can stillovertake the rabbit. The slow and steady win the race even
in the fast pace world. All that glitters in the corporate models is not
gold for areligious entity. Religious and charitable entities have their
own legacy, rules of the game and service models.God has not
increased our income not to increase our standard of living, but to
increase our standard of giving. (Randy Alcorn)

A clear mirror allows us to simply see the reality of what is.
We tend to read life through a preferred and habitual style of attention.
Unless we come to recognize the lens through which we filter all of
our experiences, we will not see things as they are but as we are.
Hence Zen Buddhist masters tell us we need to “wipe the mirror’” of
our minds and hearts in order to see what’s there without distortions.
Contemplation is a lifelong task of mirror-wiping. “I”” am always my
first problem, and if I deal with “me,” then I can deal with other
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problems much more effectively. A clean mirror offers “perfect
freedom” (see James 1:23-25). CMI monasteries have been
perceived as mirrors of virtues by our beloved founder, St.Kuriakose
Elias Chavara.

Mirror-wiping is the inner discipline of calmly observing our
own patterns—what we see and what we don’ t—in order to get our
demanding egos away from the full control they always want. It
requires us to stand at a distance from ourselves and listen and look
with calm, nonjudgmental objectivity. So then, let us not be like others,
who are asleep, but let us be awake and sober. (1 Thessalonians
5:6) Contemplative practice gradually transforms our minds so that
we can live in the naked now, the sacrament of the present moment.
The Year 2018 is gifted by the Lord to dig deep and fertilize our lives
so that we will bear fruits desired by the Master. If it bears fruit next
year, fine! If not, then cutitdown.’” (Luke 13:9) If we abide in him,
we will bearmuchfruit and apart from Him we can do
nothing.(John 15:5) We are called by the Lord to be with Him and
to be sent out to the ends of the earth to proclaim the good news and
bear fruits in and through us in abundance.

All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words
that came from his lips. “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?”” they asked. (Luke
4:22). While we are preparing for the 150" death anniversary of St.
Kuriakose Elias Chavara, can people read our lives and speak well
of us: They are true sons and followers of St. Kuriakose Elias
Chavara.

After the model of our beloved founder, let us be true
CMls, with Contemplative spirit, Missionary Heart
and Immaculate Living.
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Editorial

Remembrance

2018 1s here already. The December issue of
Carmelasandesam is published in January 2018 (mea culpa!) amidst
the times rapping us up as we cross one more year and we wrap up
2017; rapping for the pending works and with a warning about the
fleeting moments of life. Ockhey tornado ravaged the shores of Kerala
in the mean time and swallowed quite a number of lives and we are
going through the process of licking and nursing the wounds of our
loss in terms of precious lives and property, empathizing with the
suffering of the surviving families. The freshness of the New Year is
drooled over by leftover marks of Ockhey’s razing march! We also
joined in alleviating the pain and wiping the tears of the victims with
our own ways and means. Of late, the media also got enough bones
for a bash for which even our church gave some reasons for. Let us
seek the intervention, intercession and blessings of St Chavara, who
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is largely instrumental in shaping the Syro-Malabar Church, as we
have celebrated the feast of St Chavara on January 3, to save us
from the quagmire, we created ourselves or through the media
invention.

Numbers evoke memories. Memories are so precious for
us most of the time. 2018 invariably brings into the focus Oru Nalla
Appante Chavarul (1868), written 150 years ago. 2021 will be the
landmark year in the history of CMI congregation completing a century
and a half after the heavenward journey of St Kuriakose Elias
Chavara. Memory is lived history, actively and proactively influencing
our present contributing to the shaping of our future. Let St Chavara
be aliving presence and live memory!

Memory and remembrance are two very important words.
Bible uses this word with special emphasis. Our worship and prayers
are ways of remembering God and His great deeds. It is His
relationship which we remember through our rituals and spiritual
observances. In the Old Testament, God remembers Israel and Israel
remembers God. The word used is “Zakar.” God remembers them
in His blessings; God remembers them through His punishments, as
well. Many references to this and how God remembers His covenant
with Israel is brought out through many instances and verses in the
Pentateuch and the Book of Psalms in particular. The Deuteronomy
asks the people to remember the deeds of God. Exodus wants the
people to keep the memories of deliverance from Egypt, fresh and
green in their memories. Prophets Ezekiel and Isaiah harp on the
theme of remembrance. To remember is a motif throughout the Book
of Psalms. Mary’s Magnificat is ahymn of remembrance in gratitude.
‘Do this in memory of me’ is the anamnesis or memorial which we
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try to recreate and relive in the Eucharist. The person of Jesus Christ
and His salvific activities and the sacrifice He offers once for all, are
brought alive and in the present through the sacramental and ritual
reenactment of the Eucharist. It is the anaphora or point of reference
to look back to for all times.

We, the CMIs have a responsibility of keeping alive in our
memory what St Kuriakose Elias wants us to keep in the forefront of
our consciousness. Much more than we find in the last testament of
St Chavara to his confreres (1870), the person of St Chavara is
powerfully visible in his Chavarul written to the parishioners of
Kainakari whom he considers as his blood relatives. To his confreres
he exhibits his humble self and seeks forgiveness and prayers offering
rich tribute to the Carmelite missionaries and the Vicar Apostolic
who ruled at the time. He also mentions, in his final message to his
confreres, some of the families who helped the congregation which
the members should pray for and remember for all times. The present
conflicts within Syro-Malabar Church are also, to a certain extent,
about how to keep our memory alive and to what extent it should
decide and shape our present and future. We can see how St Chavara
admonishes the people to have his testament inscribed in their
memories from the following excerpt.

In the very salutation of his Testament, or Chavarul, St
Chavara writes:
Let this be a sign that this is my testament to you my brethren
and children in the double order (of spirit and flesh). The
countless favours God has bestowed on you are not entirely
due to your meritorious lives; they are also earned by the
merits of your fore-fathers; take care that you do not render
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yourselves unworthy of such blessings. That you may
remember that I came into this world and that I have left,
copy out of this document by all who can do it so and preserve
it in your homes. Keep the original locked in a box in the
chapel. On the first Saturday of every month, all of you come
together and read it through. Do it to remember the day of
my death. I do not ask for any other remembrance. But,
month after month, after you have read this, I beseech you,
breathe a short prayer in my behalf— Oh Lord, keep the soul
of this thy servant also in the abode of the just.

However, the memories can take a vicious turn as in the
celebrated work of Shakespeare, the English playwright and poet,
Hamlet. The ghost of King Hamlet, through his powerful word,
‘Remember,” invades young Hamlet’s mind and thinking obsessively
and eventually leading to total destruction and death through the free
play of Revenge as the hero of the play. However, the remembrance
for us is always the congenial aspects of salvific history, calling us to
live a life of gratitude and thanksgiving in fraternal spirit as reflected
in the life and example of St Chavara.

Let us thank the Lord for the great memories left with us
through St Chavara! St Chavara, pray for us!

Sebastian Thekkedathu CMI
General Councillor for Education
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THE PIONEERS
OF THE
CONGREGATION

Fr. Paul Kalluveettil CMI

Continuation from September Edition

CHAPTER VI
THE APOSTOLATES OF SEMINARY AND PRESS

Taking into consideration the ecclesial orientation given by Msgr.
Stabilini, the founding fathers, even before the canonical erection of
the Congregation, responded to the pressing needs of the Kerala
Church. The Apostolates of seminary and press originated thus.

6.1. SEMINARY

The formation of the future priests was till then left to the
small small seminaries guided by a Malpan. The most famous among
them were the seminaries at Kodungallur, Vaippikkott, Sampalur,
Angamaly, Kodathuruthy and Varapuzha. However most of them
gradually ceased to exist at the first period of 19" century, except
that of Varapuzha. All felt the need for a common seminary which
can give an adequate and comprehensive formation to the young
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candidates. The attention of founders of Dharsanaveedu came to
be focused on such a venture.

6.2. TWO OPINIONS

There started at Mannanam a seminary from 1831. Fr.
Chavarain MC.IA, pp.71-72 writes about its origin. As Fr. Palackal
used to come frequently to Mannanam, two of his seminarians from
Athirumpuzha, namely Brs. Alanjeri and Valiyaparambil came and
stayed at Mannanam with him. Now there arose a discussion in the
community. Fr. Palackal held that the presence of seminarians was
essential in order to conduct the liturgical ceremonies in a solemn
way so that the people can devoutly participate in the functions. The
seminarians can live on the one side of the religious house and the
inmates on the other side. This will also eventually help to foster
vocations for religious life, which will pave the way for the growth of
the community.

Fr. Porukara who had given preference for the
contemplative life, had a different opinion. Most of the former
seminaries had ceased to exist; it is not easy to give proper formation
to young men; the religious have to depend on their existence on
God alone and not on human motives. Both opinions had their reasons.
Fr.Chavara was happy about both of them. After prayerful reflections
and discussions the ecclesial need was given preference. Thus
seminarians began to stay at Mannanam. What had began in a humble
way with two seminarians has gradually grown into the status of
common seminary for the Kerala Church. Mannanam became one
of the biggest buildings in Travancore. In this three story building
there used to stay about 150 seminarians. Many of the most holy
and best priests of Kerala Church had their formation at Mannanam
Seminary.
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6.3. TROUBLES AMONG THE SEMINARIANS

Fr. Chavarain MC LA, pp. 72-76 gives a detailed account
about the problems that crept into the minds of the seminarians.
According to the suggestion of Fr. Porukara the religious community
and the seminarians spent eight days in retreat with strict observance
of silence. After that Fr. Porukara divided the seminarians into two
groups. Those who are willing to lead a more prayerful life were put
on upstairs, others on the ground floor. Now seminarian
Kodakkachira Antony, who was not admitted to the first floor felt
offended at it. When Frs. Prukara and Chavara were absent at
Mannanam he organized the seminarians and wrote a petition to Fr.
Palackal, in which many lies were written down. He in the company
of some others went to Pallipuram. Malpanachan entrusted Fr.
Chavara to solve the problem by allowing all to stay together. When
Fr. Chavara returned to Mannnanam, the other members of the
community asked him not to execute the decision without the consent
of Fr. Porukara, who was then absent there. When he came back
nothing was changed. Then seminarian Kodakkachira wrote a letter
to Fr. Porukara requesting to accept him as a member of the religious
community. Fr. Porukara was not happy at this request and did not
give a formal reply. After some time the rebel left Mannanam.

Under the leadership of Fr. Chavara the Mannanam
Seminary flourished, and the number of the seminarians who joined
there increased. The Pallipuram Seminary continued to exist as its
branch. As Fr. Palackal got sick, Fr.Chavara was supervising the
affairs of the seminary and conducting the examinations. Msgr. Francis
Xavier was very much pleased at the efficient formation given at
Mannanam Seminary, and elevated Frs. Porukara and Chavara to
the status of Malpan in February 16, 1844. They were made as
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examiners of all the preists of Syro-Malabar Rite as well as of the
candidates for priesthood. They were given the mandate to allow
priests to hear confession and to preach the sermons. In the Patent
given to Fr.Chavara, the Vicar Apostolic makes special mention of
his virtues and efficiency'’. After the death of Fr. Porukara in 1846
Fr. Chavara became the only Malpan and the rector of Mannanam
Seminary for whole life time. At the order of the Vicar Apostolic the
CMI Congregation started seminaries at Vazhakulam [in 1866],
Elthuruth [in 1868], and Pulinkunnu[in 1872]. The Mannanam
Seminary was functioning till 1894. Then Puthenpalli Seminary
became the common formation house of the candidates to priesthood
in Kerala.

6.4. THE DEATH OF FR. PALACKAL

Fr. Chavara gives a detailed account of the last days of the
noble soul of his beloved Malpan: “The sickness of Fr. Palackal was
becoming grave day by day. Hence Fr. Chavara had to commute
between Pallipuram and Mannnanam. The special practice of virtues
such as piety, faith, hope and adherence to the divine will which
were found in Fr. Palackal even from childhood became more and
more conspicuous during the illness, and he was reciting ejaculations
of such virtues. He suffered with great patience the severe pains of
the illness, received the last sacraments with full consciousness and
died on the early morning on Sunday January 16, 1841. The
Mannanam community said Raza for 41 days and then on every 28
day. Each one of the priests who had been his students agreed to say
a Raza every Monday and 365 Holy Masses. The fortieth day was
observed at the expense of his students...” [MC I. pp.127-128].
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6.5. THE PRESS APOSTOLATE

When the construction works of the monastery was
progressing, Fr. Chavara’s attention was turned to the field of press
apostolate: “From 1844 I began to think about starting a press to
print the books. Twice I went to Kottayam [CMS press]; they were
not willing to show work. Then I began to do some work in the light
of what I had heard, and consulted others” [MC, p.133]. Since the
financial situation did not allow to bring a press from Europe, Fr.
Chavara was satisfied to make a country press. He went to
Thiruvananthapuram Government press, and with the help of some
Catholic employees learned the important things concerning the
printing technology. Then he made with plantain stem a model of
Thiruvanthapuram press, and showed it to a carpenter, who built a
wooden press. That was the first press at Mannanam. Fr. Chavara
sought the help of Tamil smith for making the letters of the alphabet.
He brought a certain Kurian from Thiruvananthapuram Government
press to print the books and a Jew from Kochi to bind them. Later
some people from Mannanam learned these technologies.

Fr. Chavara describes his attempts to get the ink: “As I wrote
to Pondicherry and Madras for press and ink, I got the reply that ink
was not available there; concerning press it could cost 500 rupees
plus cargo-charge. Because of lack of money we were sad” [MC [
C,p95]. Then he arranged with a man from Kochi for the paper, ink
and metal for the amount of 100 rupees. When the things came at
Kochi harbour there were ten bundles of paper and one barrel ink -
all of which together cost more than Rs.400. After bargaining with
the help of a person the merchant agreed to give them half barrel ink.
It cost 6000 chakram. Fr. Chavara could give then 3000 chakram
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and for the remaining 3000 chakram gave a written document and
brought the things to Mannanam [MC I C, pp. 96-97].

Till then there did not exist prayer books in Malayalam. People
were forced to use Tamil books. Fr. Chavara sought the help of
experts to get devotion books in Tamil translated into Malayalam.
The books printed at Mannanam helped to invigorate the devotion
and Christian life of the people. The wooden press bears testimony
for Fr. Chavara’s prophetic foresight, untiring perseverance, praise
worthy enthusiasm and unequalled strength to endure difficulties.
According Fr. Bernard the first book published from the Mannanam
press was Jnana Piyusham [Spiritual Ambrosia]"' . The printing of
the Nazrani Deepika was a milestone in the media history of India
itself. Its inspiration came from Fr.Chavara who had dreamt of a
newspaper, which would serve as the eye, ear and tongue of cultural
Kerala. Thus one may call Fr. Chavara the god father of Malayalam
print media'?.

6.5. THE DEATH OF FR.PORUKARA

On January 8, 1846 Fr. Thomas Porukara, the second
pioneer of the religious congregation left the world to enjoy the eternal
bliss. Fr. Chavara has recorded his illness and death in MC pp. 132,
153-154, 157-158. This saintly person, because of his strenuous
work for the realization of his dream of tapasubhavanam, became
adiabetic patient. Although he was treated by experienced physicians,
the illness got worst. All were saddened at it, and had recourse to
the intercession of St. Joseph. Fr. Porukara was well prepared by
frequent confessions and other spiritual exercises. After making again
his confession to Fr. Chavara, and receiving the last sacraments,
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reciting the names of Jesus Mary Joseph and kissing their statues
and finally kissing the statue of St.Joseph he breathed his last on
January 8,1846 at the age of 46. Fr. Kuriakose Eliseus Porukara
gives more details about his death and virtues'?. The following virtues
are underlined: he was a great devotee of St. Joseph who spread the
devotion in many others; he founded Mannanam Monastery in the
name of St. Joseph and used to proclaim his glories in all his sermons;
divine love inflamed his soul which found external expression in love
of others; he led a heroic life of asceticism; he worked hard for the
divine glory and service of humans; after conducting the Holy Mass
and prostrating prayers he took his breakfast only by noon; Sundays
and feast days it was about 1.30 afternoon; after the blessing of the
foundation stone for the Monastery, he went to the Athirumpuzha
Church, said Mass and by kneeling recited the 15 mysteries of rosary;
at night he used to pray for along time.

CHAPTER VII
CANONICAL BEGINNING OF RELIGIOUS LIFE

Although the contemplative and apostolic life at the service
of the Church in Mannanam won the whole-hearted praise of both
ecclesiastical and civil authorities and the people, the religious
community was not yet canonically approved. Many young men came
forward to join the Mannanam community. The Vicars Apostolic
used to send the clergy to do retreat under the guidance of religious.
At the insistent supplication of Fr. Chavara Msgr. Bernardine who
had taken charge of the See of Varapolly in 1852 agreed to accept
the community as a canonical institution.
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7.1. THE TIME TABLE OF MANNANAM COMMUNITY

Fr.Bernard in his History gives a summary account of the
time table followed at Mannananm at that time: rising at Sam they
said morning prayers; the priests recited the canonical prayers. Then
both the priests, candidates and seminarians went to the Church and
recited the joyful mysteries of the rosary and prayer of the five wounds
of Christ, prayer to Lady of Dolours, prayer to St. Joseph for the
graces of keeping celibacy and for good death. Then the priests
celebrated Mass. Afternoons all recited the litany of all saints. Till
12’0 clock the time was devoted for studies. Then the community
recited the sorrowful mysteries of the rosary, prayer of the Holy
wound, prayer of the joys and sorrows of St. Joseph, as well as the
prayers expressing the love for God, readiness to suffer pains and
for help to practise good works. Then the religious and the seminarians
went to separate refectories for meals. Evenings all come together
and one read the name of the saint of the next day. After saying the
introductory prayer, a portion from the book of Jnanamuthumala
was read, and all meditated over the theme. After it lightening the
candles on the altar the community recited the litany to Our Lady,
the prayer santhar Alaha [Syriac, meaning “God send your servant”,
Lk. 2:29-32], the glorious mysteries of the rosary, prayer of the Holy
wounds and of the Lady of the Scapular, the prayer concerning the
glory of St. Joseph. Then all went to their places and spent till 10pm
in prayer and study. During the days of Lent all spent till midnight for
the pious practice.
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7.2. THE NAME OF THE CONGREGATION

Fr. Leopold writes thus in his short biography of Fr. Chavara:
“Msgr. Bernardine gave them the Regula of the Carmelites and
named the congregation the Carmelite Tertiaries. In the communication
on October 1, 1860 from the Generalate of Carmelate Order in
Rome, accepting the Indian religious as Carmelite Third Order, the
congregation is named “the Servants of Mary Immaculate of Mount
Carmel”. Fr. Kuriakose and 10 other priests accepted this Regula
and made their profession in the Mannanam Monastery on December
8, 1855 on the feast of the Immaculate Mother” [pp. 6-7]. Fr.
Chavara gives the following account: “The Vicar Apostolic Msgr.
Bernardine of St. Teresa sent the Missionary Marceline to Mannanam
and he accepted my profession and I accepted the profession of
others as the Servants of Carmelite Mother Immaculate the Discalced
Carmelites of Third Order [in Malayalam: amalotbhava carmala
mathavinte sushrushikalaya carmaleetha munnam sabhakar]”".
The original Syriac text of the profession of Fr. Chavara which is
kept in the Archives of Mannanam can be thus literally translated: “I
Fr. Chavara Kuriakose profess obedience, chastity and poverty that
is asked of us by Constitution and authorities, to God and to the
Blessed Holy Mary conceived without blemish [bagyapetavallum
karakudathe garbham dharikkapetavalumaya parishutha
mariyathodum] and to the most Rev. Bishop, the Vicar Apostolic
of Malabar. Besides these I promise that I will not seek any profession
for myself directly or through others in the religious congregation or
outside the congregation without the permission of the Bishop”. In
these words of profession the name of the congregation is not at all
mentioned.
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We are not very sure how the pious community at Mannanam
was known among the people till its canonical erection in 1855.
According to A.M.Mundadan Msgr. Bernardine called the members
“Servants of Blessed Virgin Mary Immaculate” when he gave them
the Regula of the Carmelite Order. It is very natural that the Vicar
Apostolic who belonged to the Carmelite Order offered to them the
Regula of his own Order. The early Fathers had no objection to
accept the added name Carmelite Tertiaries, because by it they could
share the indulgences and privileges of Carmelite Order. Fr. Chavara
in his Testament thus writes: “Dear children, we are called by the
special grace of the Almighty as the Carmelites, a title which is most
dear to the Mother of God. This had happened not by human thought
but by the divine thought, as the material on which I write, is truly
paper. The reason is this. The founding persons of this Congregation,
Frs. Thomas Palackal and Thomas Porukara had wanted to become
the members of Dominican Order. They had requested for it and
were making arrangements accordingly. With this plan they began to
wear white cassocks which was not the custom in this country. Now
the most Holy Mother, taking into consideration our weakness joined
us in her special love” [ Letters V1/4,1]. CMI Constitutions inculcates
this idea in its beginning itself: “God in his loving providence has
called us, the Carmelites of Mary Immaculate, to a community of
love in the Church”. It was later, in 1860 when the General Synaxis
of the Carmelite Order made the indigenous Indian community its
Third Order, without the consent of its members, a petition was sent
to Rome on March 1, 1886 questioning the addition of the title
Carmelite's.
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7.3. CMI HERITAGE AND IDENTITY

The Constitutions no.4 clearly discloses the objectives and
lifestyle of the Congregation. “The founding fathers have bequeathed
to us the noble tradition of carrying on the spiritual movement they
started. Their fervent, recollected prayer life which activated their
apostolate and the apostolate which enriched their prayer life, their
leadership in prayer and apostolic activity, their community life centred
round the liturgical celebration, their spirit of sacrifice, their unreserved
dedication to the preaching of the word of God and work for the
salvation and welfare of the people, their keen sensitivity to orientate
life according to the needs and signs of times, their tender devotion
to the Immaculate Mother of Carmel and Saint Joseph, their
acceptance of the spiritual tradition of the Carmelite religious family,
their filial attachment to the Church and its authorities, and their
concern for the preservation of the Syro-Malabar Church are the
main elements of the precious heritage they left for posterity.”

“This heritage should define our identity and continuously
inspire and move us forward in our life and work. Faithful to the East
Syrian tradition of the Saint Thomas Christians and the example and
teaching of the Eastern Fathers, we must constantly endeavour to
realize and celebrate the joy of Christ’s resurrection, and his personal
presence in the community of our brethren. With the prophetic spirit
of Carmel we must pursue a life of inner solitude and sacrifice,
reaching out towards the mystical union with God so masterfully
explained by great mystics like Saint Teresa and Saint John of the
Cross, and at the same time combine it with the burning zeal of Elias
for God’s kingdom on earth. Looking with sincere respect upon the
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holy ‘seers’ [rishis] and upon the age old religious traditions in India,
we must seek God in the cave of the heart and strive to establish the
rule of the spirit in our material environment and in the whole world.”
(No. 4).

17.4. THE FIRST MEMBERS OF THE CONGREGATION

After mitigating some Carmelite rules concerning fasting,
etc. the profession of the first 11 members of the Congregation took
place on December 8, 1855. Fr.Valerian, citing the sources, gives a
detailed account of the ceremonies [ Biography, pp.104-108]. After
the solemn Mass, Fr. Chavara made his profession in the presence
of a great number of faithful. After his profession Fr. Chavara was
appointed as the Prior of the community. Then a most High Mass
was sung. Afterwards the 10 priests made their commitment to God
by taking three vows, Fr. Chavara acting as the president of the
ceremony.

— G —
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Constructing a Century of
Houses

The common adage says that in order that one be
remembered by the next generation one should have a Baby or
write a Book or construct a Building. A baby, book or building
would remain a remnant with which the generation after you will
remember you for a long time. Nevertheless it is rare that a person
writes a hundred or more books. It is even rarer one parents  hundred
or more children. Then what should be told of a catholic priest who
1s instrumental in building more than 100 buildings — houses- in the
mission diocese of Chanda.

Fr. James Kurissery CMI, a veteran religious missionary
priest of CMI Congregation bears the unique distinction of having
completed ‘One Hundred and Thirteen’ (113) houses in a village
called Begar (Houseless) and its neighborhood villages as Kalmana,
Daheli and Korti Thukum. Originally Begar is the part of another
village, Bamni where we have the CMI Provincial House of Mar
Thoma Province situated. The villagers in acute poverty doing all
kinds of menial jobs stay in this part of Bamni Village, and the locality
is known as Begar.
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Fr. James had been living in Bamni since 1998. After completing his
stint as parish priest of Aksapur Parish Fr. James was sent to Bamni
in 1998 by the then provincial Fr. Mathew Kaniamparampil. He was
sent to Bamni to work out a “Frontier Ministry” of opening a
Language Institute and Cultural Center, which was a long cherished
dream of the province. Kalaniketan, the language institute was started
on 14th April 2000. It is to be admitted that the recipients of the
programmes of Kalaniketan was often the elite of the society who
could afford many of the cultural training. Fr. James had an ever
vigilant eye on those people in the other side of the village, who were
living in inhuman conditions and in severe poverty.

Did the clumsy hutments at the other side of the village pain
Fr. James who was living in a rather cozy and comfortable residence
that a member of CMI Congregation is entitled to enjoy? Was he
disturbed by what God said through prophet Haggai? “Is it a time
for you yourselves to live in your paneled houses, while this house
lies inruins?”’(Haggai 1: 4)

He started the housing project in the village in 2007. In a
decade he has been successful in housing more than a century of
families. In a span of 51 years of priesthood Fr. James has served in
Meckenheim and Heiligenhaus, parishes in Germany from 1984 to
1990. In helping the needy and poor families in Begar village, Fr.
James has been able to capitalize the generosity and benevolence of
the parishners of Meckenheim and Heiligenhaus and also tapping
the local resources.
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The modus operandi of his activity in the village is not limited
to housing project alone. Fr. James is actively involved in various
other activities which can bring individual and social changes in the
village. It includes helps in study, helps in making individuals
employable by learning one or other trade, social awareness
programmes against social evils, tuition classes, providing study Kits,
occasional picnics et al. in the village he has provided place and
provisions to run regular tuition classes on aregular basis. On every
Saturdays children of the village flock to the provincial house premise,
where Fr. James lives since 1998, to study, sing and dance. He has
arranged here playing materials, song and dance classes for their
benefit. Thus he has been able to make available various arts and
literary programmes which would have been normally inaccessible
to them. In a decade he has been able to transform the inhuman
situation of the village into a village where people live in human dignity.
Some raise their eyebrows at Fr. James for the fact that the
beneficiaries of his goodwill are not Catholics (alone). It does not
deter him. Only condition of being the recipient of his magnanimity is
Being Human. He does not discriminate his service based on religion,
cast, creed, language, sex or age. He sees in people the incarnated
God. Ecce Homo! When God was presented to the people He was
wounded, bruised and bound. Despite having wounds and bruises
Jesus was God. Similarly Fr. James is able to see God in wounds
and bruises — whether of poverty, ignorance, nakedness, sickness -
of people. If the purpose of incarnation was establishment of the
Kingdom of God, through individual and social transformation Fr.
James is loyal to his Master, who has sent him for the establishment
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of Kingdom of God. Fr. James has transformed the lives of individuals
and society extensively.

This unusual achievement of transforming a village remains
unsung and uncelebrated. Yet, it does not prevent Fr. James to go
ahead. He does not regard constructing 113 houses as an achievement
he has arrived at. He is still agile and active as a teenager even at the
age of 79. His daily routine includes driving his jeep to the village by
himself, identifying the beneficiary of the next house to be constructed,
supervising the house work already at hand, overseeing all the other
activities in the village and what not!!! He is not tired. He is not
reluctant. He believes that he has better things to do.

Anish Palathinadiyil CMI
9284149378
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Sacred Heart Province, Kochi

Fr. Johnson Vazhappilly meets Pope Francis in Rome

| The conference attended by Fr Johnson
| Vazhappily was a world conference of
‘selected 150 CEQ’s of Catholic
Hospitals across the globe. This was
organized by the Dicastery in Rome for
Promoting Integral Human
Development, in cooperation with The
International Confederation of Catholic Health-Care Institutions
(CIISAC).
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Fr. Roy Palatty presents paper in Harvard University

Fifty scholars on Amartya Sen’s Economic Philosophy were
invited at Harvard University for presenting on his contributions. Fr

Roy was selected from the University of Leuven, Belgium.

Hearty congrats dear fathers...

Jyothi Engineering College:
Welcoming the ‘Boss’ on the Board

Rev. Fr. Jaison Mulerickal took in-charge as the Principal
of Jyothi Engineering College under Thrissur Catholic Archdiocese
from Dec 1st onwards on deputation from RSET. Jyothi is a great
college with around 2000 students in both M Tech and B Tech
programs and got NAAC accreditation and 4 NBA accredited
departments, which enabled them to become one of the few
engineering colleges in the state to offer engineering honours
programs. They have also started Phd programs.

Let us pray, for the success of his new mission.
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Nirmal Province, Jagdalpur

CMI- CMC Get -Together

23rd November is a remarkable day in the history of Indian
Church as well as in the history of CMI-CMC Congregations as the
canonization of St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara took place on that day.
A joint celebration of the members of CMI-CMCs working in the
eparchy of Jagdalpur was conducted to commemorate this great
event and to relive the Spirit and charism of St. Chavara at Nirmal
Sadan Dharampura on the same day. It was also an occasion to
honour the great work Nalla Appante Chavarul of St. Chavara as
we celebrate 150th year of this precious gift to the families. Rev. Sr.
Kripa CMC enriched the gathering by shedding light into the life and
works of St. Chavara through her orientation talk. She ventured to
make a comparative presentation of Chavarul and Amoris Laetitia,
the post Synodal Apostolic letter of Pope Francis which deals with
Family life. The Aspirants and Candidates from both the congregations
presented different cultural programmes which enriched the function.
A prayer service, recollecting the valuable advice of St. Chavara in
Chavarul, was the culmination of the event. The presence of Bishop
Joseph Kollamparampil CMI of Jagdalpur and Bishop Emeritus Mar
Simon Stock CMI enriched the gathering. Congratulations to Rev.
Fr. Sebastian Mavunkel, the Councillor for Evangelization and
Pastoral Ministry for arranging the get-together

Chavara Free Mid — day meal Scheme

19th November was declared in the Church by Pope Francis
as the world day of poor. To mark this day the department of Social
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Apostolate of Nirmal Province has come forward with a new initiative.
A scheme of mid-day meal was inaugurated on this day which will
provide meal packets daily at noon to the poor and needy patients at
MPM hospital, who cannot afford to buy food from outside. Every
day around 20-30 poor people are being served through this scheme
which was inaugurated by Rev. Fr. Provincial on the world day of
poor, 19 November 2017. And it will be continued throughout the
year. Congratulations and best wishes to Rev. Fr. Thomas K.D for
triggering a new trend in Bastar.

Deepawali Milan Samaroh

To promote religious harmony and peaceful co-existence,
Nirmal Province Cultural Center along with the department of
education, organized a Deepawali Celebration at Vidya Jyoti School
on 14 th October 2017. The function began at 5.30 pm by lighting
the lamp and placing it over the outline of the map of India drawn in
the courtyard, by Dinesh Kashyap MP, Bishop Joseph
Kollamparampil CMI, Bishop of Jagdalpur and other religious leaders.

DEVASANNID
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Around 63 Organization’s office bearers were present for the function.

18 representatives of different religious denominations shared a short
reflection of each Religion on the significance of light based on their
holy script. This new venture was supported by people from the
society who are already involved in such activities.
Congratulations to Fr. Abraham Kochukarackal CMI, the director
of Nirmal Cultural Centre and Fr. Boby Mangalathukarottu CMI,
the Councillor for Education for organizing it.

Mission Seminar and Episcopal Silver Jubilee Celebration

Bishop Simon Stock Palathra CMI, is one among the first
missionaries who came to the soil of Bastar on 3rd July 1972 to start
the mission which was entrusted to the CMI congregation. He is the
second Bishop of the diocese of Jagdalpur and his episcopal ordination
was on 19th March 1993. This year we celebrate his episcopal silver
jubilee which was inaugurated on 19th March 2017 in a simple
function at Nirmal Sadan, CMI Provincial House.

114t | Dec 2017; No. 237




| &:06MPIMEMBYd. |

A solemn celebration of the Jubilee was organized jointly by Jagdalpur
diocese and Province on 27 November 2017.

On this occasion, a mission seminar was organized at Nirmal
Sadan with the theme “Mar Simon Stock Palathra: An Icon of Living
proclamation.” Rev. Fr. Saju Chackalackal CMI, the general
councillor for Evangelization and Pastoral Ministry who represented
the General team delivered the keynote address for the seminar. Rev.
Fr. Joshy Pazhukkathara CMI, the provincial of Bellampally Province
moderated the seminar systematically. There were five different papers
on the manifold aspects of the mission, presented by Rev. Fr. George
Kaniarakath CMI, Rev. Dr. Joseph Kollamparampil CMI, Rev. Fr.
James Puliurumpil, Rev. Fr. Naiju Kalambukattu CMI, Rev. Fr.
Varghese Puthuparampil CMI, and Rev. Fr. Biju Kalezhath. At this
juncture, the pioneering missionaries of Bastar mission both Fathers
and Sisters were honoured by recalling their mission works and
presenting them with a shawl and memento by Rev. Fr. Provincial.

The presence of around 250 participants including Fathers
from our different provinces, sisters representing different
congregations in Bastar and the family members of Bp. Simon Stock,
made the gathering lively. Archbishop Victor Henry Thakur of the
Archdiocese of Raipur, Bp. Emeritus Gratian Mundadan CMI of
Bijnor, Bp. Emeritus Joseph Kunnath CMI of the diocese of Adilabad
were present, to honour Mar Simon Stock and to attend the mission
seminar.

In the evening, a solemn divine Liturgy was celebrated in St.
Joseph’s Cathedral Jagdalpur and a simple but colourful felicitation
ceremony was organized at Bishop’s house premises which was
attended by bishops, many priests, sisters and laity from the diocese
as well as from different provinces.
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MarThoma Province Chanda

Peripheries to the Centre
Launch and Growth of Chanda, the First Syro Malabar
Mission (A CMI Initiative)

The formal release of Peripheries to the Centre: Launch
and Growth of Chanda, the First Syro Malabar Mission authored
by Fr. Thomas Chirappurath CMI and edited by Fr. Benny
Thettayil CMI, was held at Darsana Institute of Philosophy,
Wardha, Maharashtra. Fr. Benny Mukalel CMI, Provincial
of Mar Thoma Province, Chanda, presented the first copy
of the book to Bishop Mar Ephrem Nariculam, Bishop of
Chanda, who, in turn, released it by presenting it to Mar
Joseph Kunnath CMI, Bishop Emeritus of the Diocese of
Adilabad.

e

This voluminous book, result of about ten years of
research and documentation, spread into 900 pages, is
published by Dharmaram Publications, Bengaluru.
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Marking the occasion, a meaningful programme
was arranged at the Sant Chavara Auditorium of Darsana
Institute of Philosophy in which Bishop Mar Joseph
Kunnath gave the keynote address. Bishop Mar Ephrem
Narikulam (Bishop of Chanda), Fr. Benny Mukalel
(Provincial of CMI Mar Thoma Province, Chanda), Fr. Saju
Chackalackal CMI (General Councillor for Evangelization
and Pastoral Ministry), Fr. Joshy Pazhukkathara CMI
(Provincial of CMI Mary Matha Vice-Province,
Hyderabad), Fr. Thomas Chirappurath CMI (Author of the
Book), and Fr. Benny Thettayil CMI (Editor of the Book)
spoke about the uniqueness of Chanda Mission, which is
the first mission outside entrusted to the Syro-Malabar
Church through the Carmelites of Mary Immaculate (CMI).

The unique contributions of Bishop Januarius CMI,
the first bishop and architect of CMI Chanda Mission were
recalled and highlighted; so also, the vital contributions
made by the pioneering missionaries, including CMI
priests, diocesan priests of Chanda, religious sisters from
different congregations, and the catechists have also been
given due credit in the work.

The programme was hosted at Darsana Institute of
Philosophy under the leadership of Fr. George Kulangara
CMI, Rector, and was attended by a large group of
participants from different parts of Wardha as well as
representatives from Chanda and Adilabad dioceses and
the CMI Provinces of Chanda and Hyderabad.
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Dharmaram News
CMI Major Superior’s Meeting and CMI Education Summit

This year Dharmaram became the venue of CMI Major
Superiors’ Meet and the meeting of the staff of the Major Study
Houses from 28 to 31 September 2017. Dharmaram community
welcomed the newly elected provincials and it was an opportunity
for the scholastics to meet their provincials personally.

CMI Education Summit

The CMTI’s engaged in the education ministry spread in the
various provinces across India gathered at Kengeri Campus from
30™ September to 2™ October 2017. It was an opportunity for them
to renew and revitalize themselves for their ministry with a new vision
and conviction.

Solemn Rosary

From October 1-10, we had 10 days of solemn rosary
devotion. On the last day, we had a procession to the grotto and the
concluding message was given by Bro. Emil Pullikkattil CMI of third
year theology. This year CRI Bengaluru region members joined us
on the concluding day.

Adieu to Scholastics of Samanvaya

Eighteen of our III year Scholastics from Samanvaya
Theologate, who spent one semester (Semester V of their BTh
programme) at Dharmaram, left for Bhopal on 22" October for
pursuing their final semester. We thank them very sincerely for their
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pleasant and active involvement in the community and their
wholehearted service. They were given farewell on 18" October.
Fr. Rector and the whole Dharmaram community expressed their
gratitude and wished them all the success and God’s choicest
blessings.

CMI Philosophy and Theology Forum

The CMI Fathers engaged in the mission of ecclesiastical
education came together to celebrate the CMI legacy of ecclesiastical
education committing themselves to the growth and the evangelization
mission of the church. It was a meeting point of past, present and
future for taking CMI ecclesiastical education to new heights with
greater vision and team work.

Community Day/ Rectors’ Day

The Rectors day celebrations generated waves of vibrancy
and enthusiasm in the community. It helped the Dharmaram
community once again to express the community spirit and to be
enriched with the feeling of togetherness. Various cultural, art and
sports events added colour and enthusiasm to the events. Sportza
2017: Sports day in connection with Rectors day was held on 1*
November involving track and field events. Fathers and brothers
participated very actively in the competitions. It was a moment of
great joy and celebration.

Prayer Service on the eve of Rector’s day, 17 November
was led by first year theologians. During the prayer service
Dharmaram community expressed gratitude to the Lord almighty for
the abundant graces he has showered on them and their various
ministries.
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On the 18" November Superiors and members from the communities
on Dharmaram campus (Research Centre, Adhyayana, and KESCH)
came at noon and felicitated Fr. Rector and the CMI community and
joined Dharmaram community for the Agape there after.

Community day on 19 November 2017 commenced with
the concelebrated solemn Divine Liturgy at 9.00 am. Fr. Benny
Tharakunnel CMI delivered the homily. The Eucharistic celebration
was followed by community gathering which felicitated Fr. Rector.
Fr. Thomas Vithayathil CMI welcomed all. Fr. Wilson Chakkiyath
CMI representing the fathers and Bro. Augustine Mlavarayil
representing the brothers felicitated Fr. Rector. Programmes staged
by Brothers and Fathers gave a true community spirit to the whole
gathering.

The Robe: English Drama

The Robe: The English Drama was staged under the
leadership of degree section of Dharmaram. It was a display of talents
of our brothers on stage, especially that of Junior house. Thanks to
the untiring efforts of Fr. Viju Painadath CMI, the Master and Fr.
Jojo Manjaly CMI, the Director of Drama and the Animator of
Degree Section and all the masters and the brothers who worked
hard for the success of the Drama.

Sraddhanjali: Commemoration of the Departed of Dharmaram
Dharmaram community expressed their sincere gratitude on
7" November towards those who worked for the growth of
Dharmaram. During the Concelebrated Divine Liturgy Fr. Rector
shared, the dreams of our ancestors and their passion, and hard
work and the struggles they faced for making Dharmaram what it is
today. We are all proud of our noble, challenging and motivating
legacy.
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Sharing on Mission Experience

Fr. Joshy Pudussery CMI and Shinto Kanjiramattom CMI
from Ecuador and Brazil missions respectively shared their mission
experience. The sessions were really enriching, motivating and
Inspiring.

Hearty Congratulations

Fr. Joy Kakkanattu CMI, Dean, Faculty of Theology, Fr.
Shaji Kochuthara CMI were elected the President of Catholic Biblical
Association of India and the President of Association of Moral
Theologians of India respectively. Congratulations and best wishes
to Fr. Joy Kakkanattu and Fr. Shaji Kochuthara. They make DVK’s
presence better known.

Sustainable Campus

Dharmaram campus is initiating a sustainable eco-friendly
culture by segregating the waste from the source. An orientation class
was held for all the members in Dharmaram by Fr. Jose
Chennattussery CMLI. This initiative of Fr. Tomy Kattampally CMI,
Fr. Jose Chennattussery CMI and our brothers are to be highly
appreciated.

SEMINARS

Bishop Jonas Thaliath Endowment Lectures

Bishop Jonas Thaliath Endowment Lectures 2017-18 on the
“Ecclesial Vision of Pope Francis” was held on 2™ and 3" August.
Prof. Dr. Kuncheria Pathil CMI was the speaker.
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Prof. A. Mathias Mundadan CMI Annual Lectures

The lectures instituted in memory of Prof. A Mathias
Mundadan CMI, were organised this year on Tuesday, 31* October,
under the auspices of Faculty of Theology, DVK on “Inclusiveness
and Inculturation in Indian Christianity: A Historical Perspective” by
Prof. Fr. Pius Malekandathil (Professor at Centre for Historical
Studies, JNU, New Delhi).

Ecclesia Semper Riformanda Est

A Conference on Ecumenism was organised by the Faculty
of Theology, DVK in collaboration with the Ecumenical Christian
Centre (ECC) on 1* December. Bishop Pathrose Mor Osthatheos,
Jacobite Metropolitan of Bangalore, delivered the presidential
address. A word of appreciation to Fr. Joy Kakkanattu CMI,
Dean, Faculty of Theology; Fr. Shaji Kochuthara CMI, and Fr.
Rajesh Kavalackal CMI, convenors of the conference; and Fr.
Mathew Chandrankunnel CMI, Director, ECC, Bengaluru.

Inter Faculty Seminar

On 16" November, the World Philosophy Day, a one day
seminar on the topic “From Sasthrato Samskara” was conducted
by Faculty of Philosophy, DVK with students from various seminaries
presenting papers. Special appreciation to Fr. Jose Nandhikkara
CMI Dean, Faculty of Philosophy and Fr. Mathew Attumkal CMI,
the Co-ordinator for the programme.
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Rev. Fr. Francis Kizhakkumthala CMI
(1960-2017)

Rev. Fr. Francis Kizhakkumthala CMI, our confrere, who
had been a member of Chavara Contemplative Ashram,
Darsanaveedu, at Kakkadampoil, was called for eternal life on 23
September 2017. He was fifty-seven years old.

During the few days prior to his demise he was in the intensive
care unit of Rajagiri Hospital as he had been under treatment for
quite some time. For more than two years he had been under medical
treatment for acute Leukaemia at CMC Vellore and, lately, at Rajagiri
Hospital. On the evening of 22 September, he was administered the
anointing of the sick by Rev. Fr. Paul Achandy CMI, Prior General,
in the presence of the Director of Kakkadampoil Ashram and some
more Fathers, in full consciousness and all preparedness. His strength
of mind and spiritual readiness in the face of death was quite
astounding. At 2:40 am on 23 September, he completed his earthly
sojourn and his almost two year long journey with the deadly disease

of Leukaemia.
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The extraordinary composure, valour and spirit of prayer present
in him throughout the harrowing days of his suffering were amazing
for everyone who knew him. He had been a resident of CMI Prior
General’s House, Kakkanad, after he returned from the treatment at
CMC Vellore and he lived there for months managing all his needs
by himself and seeking the help of others only in extreme cases of
emergency. He underwent medical check-up at regular intervals,
including blood tests, and kept all these records by himself and got
admitted in the hospital by himself from time to time for various
procedures. He was very much aware of the impending death. Even
under the shadow of approaching death, he had been spending hours
in adoration in front of the Blessed Sacrament exposed.

Fr. Francis was born on 10 August 1960 as the seventh child of
Paul and Thresia Kizhakkumthala in the parish of St. Mary’s Forane
Church, Chalakudy. After joining at Varantharappally Ashram as an
aspirant he went on to complete his novitiate and made his firstreligious
profession at Ambazhakad on 5 June 1982. His studies in philosophy
were at Jnana-Deepa Vidyapeeth, Pune, and he was ordained a
prieston 28 December 1991 after completing his theological studies
at Dharmaram College, Bangalore. Initial postings of Fr. Francis as
a young priest were at Lisieux Monastery, Sai Baba Colony, and at
Little Flower Minor Seminary, Kaundampalayam. Thereafter, he went
for his master’s degree in Physics staying at Mannuthy. He served at
Chavara School, Maruthumalai, and at Carmel School, Erode, as
Principal. In 1999, he got elected to the office of the Provincial
Councillor for Education and, in 2005, he was elected Provincial of
Preshitha Province, Coimbatore. During 2008 to 2011 he served as
the Administrator of Dharmaram College, Bangalore.

Although he established himself as an excellent administrator and
educationist, he did not want to pursue his career in these lines; rather
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he wanted to follow a distinct route. He joined the Chavara
Contemplative Ashram and was a member there till his death.

He was buried in the cemetery at Bharatha Matha Ashram,
Palakkad on 26 September 2017. The first part of the funeral
ceremony was conducted after the Holy Mass at the chapel at CMI
Prior General’s House, Kakkanad. En route to Bharatha Matha
Ashram, his mortal body was kept at St. Mary’s Forane Church,
Chalakudy, his home parish, for the relatives and parishioners to pay
their homage. Mar Pauly Kannookkadan, Bbishop of Irinjalakkuda,
paid his respects and offered prayers there along with the parishioners
and family members. His beloved mother, the parish priest, and
relatives joined the last journey to Palakkad. Rev. Fr. Paul Achandy
CMLI, Prior General, led the initial part of the funeral ceremonies at
Bharatha Matha Ashram. Mar Jacob Manathodath, Bishop of
Palakkad, was the chief celebrant of the Holy Eucharist and Mar
Paul Alappatt, Bishop of Ramanathapuram, Fr. Prior General,
Provincials of Coimbatore and Kozhikode Provinces also were
concelebrants along with a large number of priests. Rev. Fr. Saju
Chackalackal, General Councillor was the eulogist. Mar Jacob
Manathodath led the third part of the funeral service.

Nobility and serenity were the hallmarks of Fr. Francis’ character
and he was strong-willed and extraordinary in his administrative
abilities. Intensely spiritual and angelic in his holiness, Fr. Francis
became an example for his confreres even in his death as he was in
his life.

Please pray for the repose of his soul and observe the obsequies
for this noble soul as prescribed in our CMI Constitutions.

Fr. Joseph Kappukatt CMI
Director, Darsanaveedu
Kakkadampoil

10-10-2017
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